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The Rev. Dr. Robert Hamm Grindrod (1951-2014) coached the John Hersey 
High School Academic Bowl team for many years. “Dr. Bob” had many 
interests, including the American Civil War, national and international civil 
rights movements throughout history, social justice, music, and philosophy 
and religion. He was an ordained Episcopal priest with a doctorate in 
theology, and a certified sign language interpreter. 

As the JHHS Academic Bowl coach, he had the good fortune to develop 
stellar players, several of whom have gone on to successful careers in 
academia, law, technology, and culinary arts. He set high standards for each 
player and worked tirelessly to assemble a compendium of teaching and 
training materials. His hard work paid off, as JHHS was a Midwest Region 
powerhouse, winning regional championships in 2001, 2004, 2005, and 2006. 
They also won the national championship in 2007. 

Grindrod’s Study Guide to the Academic Bowl, published in 2004, was an 
indispensable resource for John Hersey Academic Bowl players. During his 
lifetime, Dr. Bob generously made it available to anyone who asked. We are 
proud to honor Dr. Bob’s legacy by making his study guide available to 
Academic Bowl players and coaches. We thank the administration, teachers, 
and staff of John Hersey High School for granting permission for its free 
distribution.

Disclaimer: As noted above, Grindrod’s Study Guide to the Academic 
Bowl was published in 2004. The Gallaudet University Youth Programs 
Office assumes no responsibility for the accuracy of information in this 
study guide, and encourages coaches and players to use this guide at 
their discretion. All statements and opinions that may appear in this 
study guide are those of Dr. Grindrod, and do not reflect the Gallaudet 
University Youth Programs Office.
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