Gallaudet HEERF Report #9 – April 8, 2022
 
REVISED 07/06/22 – REVISIONS are SHOWN in COLORED FONT
 
1. Gallaudet University signed and returned to the U.S. Department of Education the Certification and Agreement on April 21, 2020. Under the 
HEERF I program, the University was awarded $1,642,996, of which the University intended to use no less than 50 percent of the $1,642,996 provided to Gallaudet under Section 18004(a)(1) of the CARES Act to provide Emergency Financial Aid Grants to students.  In January 2021, The University was awarded $2,601,481 under the HEERF II program, which requires the University to use at least $821,498 on Emergency Financial Aid Grants to students.    In May 2021, the University was awarded $4,581,127 under the HEERF III program, which requires the University to use at least $2,296,518 on Emergency Financial Aid Grants to Students.
 
2. Gallaudet has been awarded $3,939,514 for Emergency Financial Aid Grants to Students. As of March 31, 2022, Gallaudet has drawn down $3,859,507.84 in HEERF funding. 

3. As of March 31, 2022, the University has distributed $3,811,397.84 to students under Section 18004(a)(1) of the CARES Act, the CRRSSA program and ARP(a)(1) and (a)(4) programs.  $821,498 was spent under HEERF 1, $821,498 was spent under HEERF II, and $2,178,867.84 was spent under HEERF III.  Gallaudet indicated its approach to disbursing grants to students in previous reports.  The disbursement method used during Spring 2022 semester is detailed below in #5.


4. As of March 31, 2022, Gallaudet defined eligibility for HEERF awards as any student who was enrolled during the current semester in undergraduate, graduate, or ELI classes.   The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) for academic years 20-21, 21-22, and 22-23 were used to calculate the amount of the Spring 2022 disbursement, as described below.   There were 1,352 students enrolled at Gallaudet during Spring 2022, and 1,352 students who received some HEERF grant during Spring 2022.  Subsequent to disbursement of the 1,352 payments, 32 student payments were returned to Gallaudet that totaled $31,780 in uncashed checks. 


5. In February 2022, Gallaudet’s executive team decided that the priority for Spring 2022 HEERF grants was to make sure that all students received some base amount of HEERF funding, as in surveys and communications from students, all students expressed that they had some unmet need as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, including personal protective equipment and technology needs.   The Controller’s office determined that the base rate for all students would be $415.   Then, using the lowest expected family contribution (EFC) from the 20-21, 21-22, or 22-23 FAFSA, total need was calculated at a maximum of $20,000 for students with a 0 EFC, and then reducing based on the EFC ($20,000-EFC).  In addition, the percentage of full-time credits that a student was taking was also factored in, with the need reducing for part-time students on a pro-rata basis.   Total need was multiplied by 10% and added to the $415 base rate to determine total HEERF grant amounts.   Total disbursements to students through this process were $2,184,210 and as stated earlier, 1,352 students received grants.   Any student who did not complete a FAFSA during those academic years just received $415, but some funding was kept for students who decided to file their FAFSA late or who wanted to appeal the funding amount.  Previous disbursement methods are discussed in previous HEERF Quarterly Reports.

6. As of March 31, 2022, including the checks that were returned to Gallaudet, and including the institutional HEERF student emergency grants, 1,918 students students have received an emergency financial aid grant from Gallaudet under the three HEERF programs.   975 students received an emergency financial grant under HEERF 1 (CARES Act), while 1,707 students received an emergency financial grant under HEERF II/III (CRRSSA and ARP(a)(1) and (a)(4) programs.

7. The University sent out a series of emails to students during March 2022 as reminders about HEERF funding, which are attached as HEERF Attachment and HEERF Attachment 1.

8. The image below is a print screen that students saw in Blackboard of the announcement as well.
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Message from CFO Brad Hermes & Assoc. Provast Thomas Horsjes (onday. orch 21, 2022)
4SL video lnk of the message:
ASL video message from CFO Brad Hermes & Assoc, Provost Thomas Horejes
Dear Gatsuce stucents:

Sinca March 2020, our Bison community has been impactad by the gabal pandarric s to COVID-19; howsver, 253 community, e shoud b proud o th strides we have mada n protecting oursehves during this panderric. Despit the challenges we have a Fced duriog this time, our Bison community coninues o bestranger than ever, and i working together, we were abe t return home
for the Fa 201 semester. However, we do ackowiedge tht the sconomic impacts of COVID.A9 are sl amongst us and coninue o impact our student.

Gataudet University is comitted to supporting our tudents n addresingaffor dablity and ateviatingsome of the financial bariers caused by the pandemic. During th Spring 2022 semester, Gaaudet University Wi be distributing a hird-round of funding from th Higher Education Emer gency Reef Fund (HEERF) in the amount o $ 2.2 mition $2,208,280. Once this funding is disbursed
0 our students, Gaaudt Universty wihave provided a toal o $4.15 milion (54, 130,000) i adtional need-based fnancial upporto students since September 2020

The HEERF funding Galiudst Univrsity 1 raceived i part o the §1.9 tritioncolar American Rescus Package (ARF) 3pproved by Congresssnd the Bicen Adrminstratin in 2020. The funds are intenda t G ctly upport Studsnts wha may nead aceitioral suppart n afforing tuiton, fec, food, husin, technology, chidcare, madicl (including mentsl Pasit), Snd other expanse restad
9.COVID15,
18 you are ot sur i our
Financial Aid Ofice s a FAFSA o il for yo, lease Cotact them at inanial i ataucet <G

60 1,352 dagras-asking anct EL tucdents wik receive acditionsl upport though this disbirsemsnt of HEERF fundins. Th cisbursad HEERF armount fo aach stocent wi be basad on FAFSA informtion from 19-20, 20-21, or 21-22 filed with our Finsncil Ac OFfice. If s FAFSA s not competad fo any of these ysrs, Students Wil ceive 3 s amount o 415
For a student, th HEERF func wibe cisbursad through HEARTLAND ECS1.

16 you lreacy have direct deposit, make sure it g085 where you want it to g0 from your ECS| account. I you informmation s correc, oo action f required on your part.

1§we i t have your sccount by March 27, 202, it ik ba senttothe acresson i with ECS. Pl nots that changing your acress st Gaaudet il ot

16 you do ot have direct deposi, we sronsly recommend that youset it up throughlgging into your Heartland/ECS| account. Informeartion sbout Heartland - ASL video link) before March 27, 2022.
automaticaly update your adress through ECS.

16 you o not have any information o Fl with s, agin we strongly recommend that you et it up though lgging nto your Heartland/ECS! account. (nsructions: Heartland ECSl steps link).

bty to macriclte nto and gracuate from Galaudet University.
While it may seem that we have found 2 serse of pormacy n returning £0 CAPs, we know that the impacts o the pandersic Rave and Wil coninue o ransform our community. We deeply appreciate l the hard work our students, facuty, and Staff ave exerted daly in keaping our commnity sae and strong whistfacin chalenging circumstances.
For you have any quesiors, please do ot hestate to each out £ usat stucent sccountsBealaudt ct. Best o luck to the remainder of your Spring Semester!

Gataucet Universiy takes prid i cur iverss community Scknoedging hst we i come om 3 varsty of socioaconamic backgrounds. Here, we beisva that prsons inances o not b 3 Barier in raceiving 3 Galaudet acucation. Thi pandaric h EBUght us that e s Continus £ tke 6P  FEmave the obstaces tha students encounter, ke afforbilty, that may fpact thir

Sincersy,
Brac Harmes
it Finsncia Oficer

Tromas Horejes, PRD.
acocists Proves for Student Succes & Acscamic Qustity





