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QUICK FACTS
GENERAL INFORMATION
Location.............................................................................................................Columbia, S.C.
Enrollment......................................................................................................................29,957
Founded.............................................................................................................................1801
University President..................................................................................... Dr. Harris Pastides
Athletics Director.....................................................................................................Eric Hyman
Faculty Representative................................................................................... Dr. Zach Kelehear
Conference............................................................................................................ Southeastern
Nickname.................................................................................................................Gamecocks
Colors................................................................................................................ Garnet & Black
Mascot.............................................................................................................................Cocky

TEAM INFORMATION
Head Coach............................................................................................................. Ray Tanner
Alma Mater........................................................................................................NC State, 1980
Record at South Carolina..................................................................689-296 (.698) (15 years)
Career Record............................................................................ 1,084-469-3 (.699) (24 years)
Associate Head Coach.......................................................................................Chad Holbrook
Assistant Head Coach........................................................................................... Jerry Meyers
Assistant Coach.............................................................................................. Sammy Esposito
Undergraduate Student Assistant Coach.................................................................Drew Meyer
Administrative Assistant...........................................................................................Kristi Davis
Director of Operations..............................................................................................Kyle Lipsey
Strength & Conditioning Coach..........................................................................Billy Anderson
Associate Athletics Trainer...............................................................................Brainard Cooper
Academic Advisor............................................................................................Steve Bondurant

2011 SEASON IN REVIEW/2012 OUTLOOK
2011 Overall Record........................................................................................................ 55-14
2011 SEC Record/Finish.................................................................22-8/T1st East/T1st Overall
2011 Postseason Finish................................NCAA College World Series/National Champions
Position Starters Returning/Lost.......................................................................................... 4/6
Pitchers Returning/Lost....................................................................................................... 9/7
Players Returning/Lost..................................................................................................... 18/16

PROGRAM HISTORY
First Year of Baseball.........................................................................................................1892
First Year in SEC................................................................................................................1992
All-Time Record................................................................................................2,319-1,407-17
All-Time SEC Record................................................................................................... 324-248
SEC Championships................................................................................ 3 (2000, 2002, 2011)
SEC Conference Tournament Titles.............................................................................. 1 (2004)
SEC East Titles..................................................................... 5 (1999, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2011)
National Championships.................................................................................... 2 (2010, 2011)
NCAA Appearances/Last.............................................................................................. 27/2011
NCAA Tournament Record....................................................................................113-56 (.669)
College World Series Appearances/Last....................................................................... 10/2011
College World Series Record.................................................................................28-17 (.622)

FACILITY INFORMATION
Stadium (Dimensions)...................................Carolina Stadium (L-325, C-400, R-325, A-375)
Capacity.....................................................6,400 permanent seats (8,242 standing-room only)
Press Box Phone.................................................................................................803-777-6648

MEDIA INFORMATION
Director of Media Relations....................................................................................... Steve Fink
Assistant Director/Baseball Contact..................................................................... Andrew Kitick
Media Relations Main Phone..............................................................................803-777-5204
Media Relations Fax............................................................................................803-777-2967
Kitick Office Phone..............................................................................................803-777-5257
Kitick Cell Phone................................................................................................803-240-4150
Kitick E-mail.......................................................................................... kitick@mailbox.sc.edu
Official Athletics Web Site.............................................................. www.gamecocksonline.com
Media Relations Address.................................................................... Athletic Media Relations
	 Williams-Brice Stadium
	 1125 George Rogers Boulevard
	 Columbia, SC 29209

TEAM INFORMATION
Starters Returning (4):  Evan Marzilli, Adam Matthews, Christian Walker, Jake Williams

Starters Lost (6):  Robert Beary, Jackie Bradley Jr., Peter Mooney, Adrian Morales, Brady Thomas, 
Scott Wingo

Pitchers Returning (9):  Nolan Belcher, Colby Holmes, Forrest Koumas, Logan Munson, Matt 
Price, Michael Roth, Patrick Sullivan, Tyler Webb, Adam Westmoreland

Pitchers Lost (7):  Alex Burrell, Will Casey, Bryan Harper, Spencer Jordan, Jose Mata, Steven 
Neff, John Taylor

Players Returning (18):   Nolan Belcher, Brison Celek, Patrick Harrington, Colby Holmes, 
Forrest Koumas, Evan Marzilli, Adam Matthews, Logan Munson, Erik Payne, Matt Price, Dante 
Rosenberg, Michael Roth, Patrick Sullivan, Drake Thomason, Christian Walker, Tyler Webb, Adam 
Westmoreland, Jake Williams

Players Lost (16):   DeSean Anderson, Robert Beary, Jackie Bradley Jr., Greg Brodzinski, Alex 
Burrell, Will Casey, Bryan Harper, Spencer Jordan, Jose Mata, Peter Mooney, Adrian Morales, Steven 
Neff, John Taylor, Brady Thomas, Jake Watson, Scott Wingo

ATHLETIC ADMINISTRATION
University President...................................................................................... Dr. Harris Pastides
Athletics Director......................................................................................................Eric Hyman
Faculty Representative.................................................................................... Dr. Zach Kelehear

Chief Operating Officer...........................................................................................Marcy Girton
Executive Associate Athletics Director............................................................... Kevin O’Connell
Senior Associate Athletics Director/SWA/Interim Director of Compliance........... Judy Van Horn
Associate Athletics Director/Facilities......................................................................... Jeff Davis
Associate Athletics Director/Academic & Student Services........................... Raymond Harrison
Chief Financial Officer................................................................................................Jeff Tallant
Associate Athletics Director..............................................................................Charles Waddell

Director of Media Relations........................................................................................ Steve Fink
Director of Ticket Operations.............................................................................Lance Grantham
Director of Sports Medicine...................................................................................... John Kasik
Director of Marketing...............................................................................................Eric Nichols

Assistant Athletics Director/Event Management.....................................................Shawn Burke
Assistant Athletics Director/Facilities Services....................................................Duane Grooms
Assistant Athletics Director/Compliance.............................................................. Jennifer Stiles
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2011 - A LOOK BACK

In 2010, the Gamecocks closed out Rosenblatt Stadium with the school’s first national championship in baseball.  In 2011, South Carolina re-
turned to Omaha and opened up T.D. Ameritrade Park with the same result, a national championship, as the Gamecocks became only the ninth 
repeat champion in MCWS history.  The Gamecocks have established NCAA records with 16 consecutive postseason wins and 11 consecutive 
wins in the College World Series. While in Omaha in 2011, South Carolina defeated Texas A&M, number one seed Virginia twice, and number 
two seed Florida twice without a loss.   South Carolina finished the year 55-14 along with a 22-8 record in the Southeastern Conference.

South Carolina has 10 College World Series appearances including five in the last 10 years under head coach Ray Tanner. Under Tanner’s lead-
ership, South Carolina owns the third highest win total in the nation in the last 12 years with a 577-231 record. South Carolina is one of eight 
schools to appear in the NCAA Regional every season in the last 12 years including nine NCAA Super Regional appearances in that span, one 
of only five schools to accomplish the feat.  Carolina owns more overall wins than any SEC team in the last 12 years and more conference wins 
than any SEC team in the last 12 years with a 222-137 conference record. South Carolina is the only SEC school to record 40 or more wins each 
season from 2000-present and the only SEC school to reach the NCAA Regional every season in the last 12 years. The Gamecocks also have the 
most NCAA Super Regional appearances of the 12 SEC schools in the last 12 years.  Head coach Ray Tanner is the second winningest coach in 
Southeastern Conference history with a .699 winning percentage in 15 seasons at the helm of the Garnet & Black.

South Carolina would meet the Florida Gators in the CWS Championship Series.  Carolina defeated Florida 2-1 
in 11 innings in game one and followed that victory up with a 5-2 win in game two.  Carolina poses with the 
National Championship trophy after the conclusion of game two.

The Gators had a strong opportunity to win the game one in the bottom of the ninth. The bases loaded with no 
outs and and the infield pulled in, Scott Wingo made a diving stop on Tyler Thompson’s grounder and threw to 
the plate to nail Mike Zunino for the first out.   Catcher Robert Beary had a key pick on the play on the throw 
home from Wingo.  Daniel Pigott then bounced into a 4-2-3 inning-ending double play, sending the game into 
extra innings.

In game one, the Gamecocks used a pair of throw-
ing errors to score the winning run as South Carolina 
outlasted Florida 2-1 in 11 innings  With one out in 
the 11th, Christian Walker, who was playing with a 
fractured hamate bone in his left wrist, singled up 
the middle. With Walker attempting to steal second 
base, catcher Mike Zunino’s throw sailed into center-
field, allowing Walker to scramble to third. Center-
fielder Bryson Smith’s throw then bounced past the 
third base bag and into the stands, allowing Walker 
to score the go-ahead run.

Freshman right-hander Forrest Koumas was effective 
in his first start of the College World Series as he lim-
ited the Gators to just one run in 5.2 innings of work.
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2011 - A LOOK BACK

South Carolina players continue the dogpile on the mound at the 2011 College World Series.Robert Beary and Matt Price begin the dogpile near 
the pitcher’s mound after the final out was recorded 
in South Carolina’s 5-2 win over Florida.

South Carolina rode the stellar pitching of left-hand-
er Michael Roth in the 5-2 win over Florida.  Roth 
earned his 14th win of the season.  As a team, South 
Carolina finished with a 1.31 ERA in 10 NCAA Tourna-
ment games.

Peter Mooney is greeted at home plate by Robert 
Beary after his solo home run in the 5-2 win over the 
Gators.  Mooney’s homer was the only home run by a  
Gamecock player in the entire College World Series.

Scott Wingo was the 2011 CWS Most Outstanding 
Player.  He had a career-high four hits including a 
game-winning RBI single in the bottom of the ninth 
inning in the 5-4 win over Texas A&M.  He followed 
that up with defensive plays left and right in consecu-
tive wins over Virginia.  His game-tying RBI single 
as well as his defensive showcase stop helped the 
Gamecocks defeat Florida 2-1 in game one of the 
championship series and he rounded out the CWS 
with a 1-for-3 day at the plate and two RBIs in the 5-2 
win over Florida.2011 Captains 

 Brady Thomas, Michael Roth, Scott Wingo
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2011 - A LOOK BACK

Scott Wingo’s bases loaded RBI single off the base of the right field wall in the bottom of the ninth 
inning lifted South Carolina to a 5-4 victory over Texas A&M in the CWS opener for the Gamecocks. 

Adrian Morales was 3-for-5 with two runs scored and a RBI 
in the 7-1 win over Virginia.

Coach Tanner with ESPN’s Kyle Peterson after the 5-4 victory over Texas A&M. Colby Holmes tied a career-high with seven strikeouts in the 7-1 win over Virginia.
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2011 - A LOOK BACK

Jake Williams celebrates as Adam Matthews crossed the plate with the winning run in the 13th inning 
as South Carolina advanced to the Championship Series with a 3-2 win over Virginia.

John Taylor piched 4.1 scoreless innings of relief with one 
hit allowed to earn the win in the 7-1 victory over Virginia.

Matt Price pitched a season-high 5.2 innings of scoreless relief in the 3-2 13-inning win over Virginia. Brady Thomas’ two-run double in the 3-2 win over Virginia.
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2011 - A LOOK BACK
South Carolina hosted a NCAA Super Regional for the first time since 2004 and clinched a second straight trip to Omaha with victories of 5-1 
and 8-2 over the Connecticut Huskies.  Both games were played in front of a national television audience on the ESPN family of networks and in 
front of two sellout crowds of 8,242 at Carolina Stadium.  South Carolina finished the season with a 36-4 record (.900) at home, the second best 
record at home in school history.

In game one, Gamecock ace Michael Roth continued his masterful work on the mound with 8.1 solid innings allowing just one unearned run 
on six hits to pick up the victory.  Scott Wingo drove in two runs to pace the offense.  South Carolina broke a 1-1 tie in the fourth inning as Jake 
Williams drew a two-out walk, and after a single by Peter Mooney advanced him to third base, he scored on a wild pitch by UConn starter Matt 
Barnes.  Carolina added insurance with three more runs in the fifth inning. Steven Neff led off with a double and scored on a RBI base hit up the 
middle by Wingo.  He would eventually score on Christian Walker’s RBI base hit and Brady Thomas added a RBI single that plated home Walker.

Game two featured more quality pitching, consistent defense and timely hitting.  Tied 2-2 in the top of the eighth inning, Christian Walker belted 
a go-ahead solo home run to lead off the frame and the Gamecocks added five more insurance runs in the ninth.  Carolina batted around in the 
top of the ninth with RBIs from Thomas, Williams, Mooney and Robert Beary serving as highlights. Carolina closer Matt Price struck out the final 
two batters he faced that set of the traditional dogpile celebration on the pitcher’s mound.

The team salutes the fans with the Alma Mater after defeating Connecticut 8-2 to punch a ticket to 
the College World Series.

Christian Walker hit game-winning homers in the eighth inning of consecutive NCAA Super Region-
als.  Walker had a three-run blast in 2010 vs. Coastal Carolina and a solo shot in 2011 vs. UConn.

Michael Roth worked into the ninth inning and did not allow an 
earned run to pick up a victory in the 5-1 win over Connecticut. 

Colby Holmes provided the Gamecocks with a quality start in 
game two as South Carolina defeated UConn 8-2.
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2011 - A LOOK BACK

Matt Price celebrates after striking out the final two batters he faced in the 2011 NCAA 
Super Regional to clinch a trip to Omaha.

Christian Walker is greeted by his teammates after belting a solo home run that put the Gamecocks ahead for good in the 8-2 victory over Connecticut.

Steven Neff was 2-for-4 with a double and a run scored in the 5-1 win 
over Connecticut.
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2011 - A LOOK BACK

South Carolina opened up the postseason hosting a Regional at Carolina Stadium.  South Carolina entered as the top seed and hosted Stetson 
seeded No. 2, N.C. State seeded No. 3 and Georgia Southern at No. 4.  The Gamecocks would go undefeated to win the Regional.

Carolina would open the Regional winning a 2-1 pitcher’s duel against Georgia Southern.  Michael Roth would outlast GSU starter Andy Moye and 
combined with Gamecock reliever Matt Price to two-hit the Eagles.  Tied at 1-1, Carolina would take the lead for good in the sixth inning as Chris-
tian Walker drew a one-out walk, reached third on a perfect hit-and-run off the bat of Brady Thomas and scored on Adrian Morales’ RBI  single.

The Gamecock bats came alive on day two as Carolina exploded for 10 runs in the third and fourth innings to advance to the championship game 
with an 11-5 victory over Stetson.  Four Gamecocks registered multi-hit games including Robert Beary, who belted a grand slam.  Evan Marzilli, 
Scott Wingo and Walker all had two hits apiece as well.  Colby Holmes earned the victory with 6.2 solid innings of work.

South Carolina would meet Stetson in a rematch in the championship game and defeated the Hatters 8-2 to advance to the Super Regional.  De-
spite heavy and rain and thunderstorms delaying the game from Sunday to Monday, the Gamecocks would hold on for the win behind the stellar 
relief effort from John Taylor and Price.  One key to the Carolina victory was the success of their leadoff hitters. In six of the nine innings, the 
Gamecocks were able to get a leadoff runner on base. Five of those six times, that runner scored, accounting for five of the Gamecocks’ runs. 

Robert Beary was the Columbia Regional Most Valuable Player.   Beary was 5-for-11 (.454) with five RBI, two 
runs scored and a 1.000 slugging percentage in the three games.  Beary tallied a grand slam and a double in 
the 11-5 win over Stetson followed by two hits including a triple in the 8-2 regional clincher over the Hatters.

Michael Roth won the regional opener with 7-plus 
innings of work allowing just two hits and one un-
earned run in the 2-1 win over Georgia Southern.

Scott Wingo scores in the 2-1 win over Georgia Southern.  Wingo would also go 
2-for-3 with a run scored in the 11-5 win over Stetson and 3-for-4 with two runs in 
the 8-2 win over the Hatters.  He earned All-Tournament Team honors.

Adrian Morales was named to the All-Tournament Team for a second straight sea-
son.  He had the game-winning RBI single in the 2-1 win over Georgia Southern.
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2011 - A LOOK BACK

Gamecock fans celebrate in the 11-5 win over Stetson as Christian Walker and Brady Thomas score on Jake Williams’ RBI double in the fourth inning .  South Carolina 
has won 19-consecutive postseason games at home and is now 8-0 at Carolina Stadium in NCAA Tournament play. Six Gamecocks were named to the All-Tournament 
Team - C Robert Beary, 1B Christian Walker, 2B Scott Wingo, 3B Adrian Morales, OF Evan Marzilli, SP Michael Roth.

Scott Wingo rallies the team together before the restart of the 8-2 win over Stetson.  The game, 
which began on Sunday, did not conclude until mid-afternoon Monday after a severe thunderstorm 
nearly ripped the tarp off the infield and knocked power out of Carolina Stadium.

For the second consecutive season, Evan Marzilli earned All-
Tournament Team honors at the Columbia Regional.  Marzilli 
went 2-for-5 with a double and two runs scored in the 11-5 win 
over Stetson and followed that up with a solo home run and a 
sacrifice fly RBI in the 8-2 win over the Hatters.



27 NCAA APPEARANCES - 1974-77, 1980-86, 1988, 1992-93, 1998, 2000-11

12 13

10 COLLEGE WORLD SERIES APPEARANCES - 1975, 1977, 1981, 1982, 1985, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2010, 2011

CA
RO

LI
NA

 G
AM

EC
OC

KS
ST

AF
F

PL
AY

ER
 P

RO
FI

LE
S

OP
PO

NE
NT

S
SE

AS
ON

 IN
 R

EV
IE

W
HI

ST
OR

Y 
&

 R
EC

OR
DS

CAROLINA GAM
ECOCKS

STAFF
PLAYER PROFILES

OPPONENTS
SEASON IN REVIEW

HISTORY &
 RECORDS

	 With back-to-back national championships in the fold, South Carolina enters 
the 2012 season with the same goal in mind as in the previous two years, be competi-
tive enough to earn a spot in the postseason, and from there, taking it one game at a 
time.  A plethora of outstanding arms combined with a talented nucleus on the field 
gives head coach Ray Tanner optimism.  South Carolina sits at No. 2 in the Collegiate 
Baseball Preseason Top 40 and at No. 3 in the Baseball America Preseason Top 25.
	 “The good news is that there are a lot of veteran players in the program that 
have been outstanding performers, All-Americans, and we’ll need for them to continue 
to perform at a high level,” said head coach Ray Tanner.  “The question is how 
our new infielders play, what kind of impact they have on this team.  We lost some 
outstanding veteran players from a year ago and we are starting with new players at 
shortstop, second and third.  That seems to be the biggest question.  We are solid 
behind the plate, solid with our pitching corps, we have a veteran outfield, so the 
infield situation would be the question going into the season.  But with a lot of veteran 
players back, an outstanding recruiting class, our expectations remain the same.  We 
want to put an outstanding team on the field that is good enough to fight through a 
very difficult SEC and non-conference schedule to win enough games to get us into 
the postseason.  That is the ultimate goal, to have that kind of team that gets you a 
chance to play at the end of the year.”
	 The approach of South Carolina throughout Coach Tanner’s tenure since he 
stepped foot on campus in the fall of 1996 has always remained the same.  It is to be 
a competitive team that battles, plays the full nine innings and does everything pos-
sible on the field.  It is that day-to-day approach, that mindset, that belief, which never 
leaves and is as uniform as the Garnet & Black that the team wears on the field on a 
daily basis.
	 “The focus (in this program) is on emphasizing what you have to do today,” said  
Tanner.  “I’m not a coach that sits down and brings my team together and puts a lot of 
goals on the board and talk about down the road and end of the year - we talk about 
what we are doing right now.  I don’t think it’s necessary to put undue pressure on 
players.  I want them to have a great experience.  I want them to have fun.  It’s our job 
as coaches to get good players and get them in position to win.  There is responsibil-
ity on the players.  It’s ownership, it’s having a good time and playing for the name 
on the front of the jersey.  It’s just that simple.  I don’t try to make it more complicated 
than that.  There are so many good college teams in the country.  We are ecstatic that 
we have been able to win back-to-back national championships but we never dwelled 
on it.  It wasn’t something that we sat around and said we want to do this at the end of 
the year.  We are just worried about today.  Be as good as we can be today and then 
we will turn the page.  It’s important you do the very best you can at every opportunity 
and at the end of the year, if the cumulative effort is good enough, you get a chance to 
go to the postseason and that is where it all starts.”
Position Players
	 When examining the 2012 lineup, one of the key cogs from the previous two 
years is back as All-America first baseman Christian Walker returns for his junior 
year.  A clutch performer, Walker is expected to be in the key No. 3 spot in the lineup.
	 “Christian is the best hitter in the program and one of the better players in the 
country,” said Tanner.  “His offensive prowess is evident but his outstanding defensive 
play is evident as well.”
	 Walker hit .358 with 10 homers and 62 RBI as a sophomore and looks to con-
tinue to provide solid output in his junior campaign.  Walker is among the top 100 
players expected to be selected in the 2012 MLB Draft.  
	 As noted by Coach Tanner, the Gamecocks will have to replace the double play 
combination of All-SEC second baseman Scott Wingo and the steady shortstop Peter 
Mooney as well as the veteran influence of Adrian Morales at the hot corner.
	 Enter a bevy of talented newcomers that look to fill those roles.  Second base 
features junior college transfer Chase Vergason and freshman standouts Connor 
Bright and TJ Costen.  The shortstop job is expected to go to freshman Joey Pan-
kake with junior college transfer Tanner Lovick in the mix.  LB Dantzler, a junior 
college transfer from State College of Florida (Manatee-Sarasota) showed offensive 
prowess in the fall and is expected to get the Opening Day nod at third with sopho-
more Erik Payne backing him up.
	 “We are not looking for them to carry us,” noted Tanner.  “We are not looking 
for them to hit fourth.  We are not looking for them to be the Most Valuable Player.  

What we are looking for them is to be steady contributors on an everyday basis with a 
veteran team.  If they can do that, that will be good enough for what we expect of them 
in 2012.”
	 Chase Vergason played last season at Brevard CC where he was an All-South-
ern Conference performer.  A left-handed bat, he also had success in the summer with 
the Columbia Blowfish as a Collegiate Plains League All-Star.  He and Connor Bright 
are expected to see time at second base.  Bright enters the program after a heralded 
career at Wando HS where he was a two-time All-State infielder as well as the 2011 
Charleston Post & Courier Lowcountry Player of the Year.  Costen, a 22nd round pick 
by the Rangers, has the ability to play second and short as well.
	 Joey Pankake continues the lineage of great shortstops to don the Garnet & 
Black.  Twice he earned All-State honors and he was drafted by the Texas Rangers this 
past year but chose school over a professional career.
	 “Pankake has an outstanding throwing arm and he continues to develop defen-
sively,” said Tanner.  He is an offensive shortstop and was very impressive in the fall 
drills and won the shortstop job.
	 Pankake and LB Dantzler look to provide a punch in the lineup for Carolina.  
Dantzler also enters with an impressive resume as he was among the top junior col-
lege players in the state of Florida in 2011 as Suncoast Conference Player of the Year.  
He kept up his solid season with a strong summer stint in the New England Collegiate 
Baseball League with the Laconia Muskrats, as he was named an All-Star.  Dantzler 
kept that pace going in the fall and won the job at third base.
	 Depth does not seem to be an issue with the four infield spots as very capable 
backups are available and ready if needed.  Payne had a solid fall and is right behind 
Dantzler at third.  Costen and Lovick bring speed and experience to the middle infield.  
Freshman Kyle Martin has a potent left-handed bat and will receive some opportu-
nity to play with sophomore Brison Celek bringing a physical right-handed bat to 
the plate as well.
	 While the infield features new faces, the outfield has a familiar feel.  Seniors 
Adam Matthews and Jake Williams return as does junior Evan Marzilli.  The 
addition of talented freshman Tanner English gives South Carolina one of the top 
outfields in all of college baseball.
	 “It’s a very talented defensive outfield,” said Tanner.  “You would be hard-
pressed to find a better outfield in college baseball.  There are four guys that are 
starters and they will all play.  If a guy is slightly banged up, it does give us a chance 
to give a guy a rest when in years past he may have had to play through it.  It’s a very 
special outfield.”
	 Hampered by a hamstring injury that sidelined him for 35 games last year, Mat-
thews decided to return for his senior campaign instead of pursuing a professional 
career.  One of three captains on this year’s team, Matthews is penciled in as the starter 
in right field and is expected to be in the top order of the lineup.
	 Marzilli, a junior, has seen time in all three outfield positions.  He is expected 
to begin the season in center field.  A five-tools player, Marzilli has put together some 
of his best play in the month of June and on the biggest stages.  He has twice been 
named to the NCAA Regional All-Tournament Team.  He looks to raise his batting 
average from last year’s .291 clip and also improve on his three homers and 31 RBIs 
from a year ago.
	 Williams played a crucial role on the 2011 championship squad.  The senior 
left fielder came on late in the year to provide a steady bat.  He also developed defen-
sively and came through in a crucial spot last year in the championship finals when 
he nailed Florida’s Mike Zunino at home plate with a perfect throw to catcher Robert 
Beary to keep the Gamecocks tied with the Gators on the way to a big victory in game 
one of the championship finals.
	 That veteran influence also receives a jolt in the mold of freshman Tanner Eng-
lish.  A 13th round selection by the Tampa Bay Rays in the 2012 draft, English chose 
to be a Gamecock and hold off on a professional career.  An All-State honoree as a 
senior in high school in the state of South Carolina, the speedy English is one of the 
fastest players to ever wear “Carolina” across the chest.  His talent and ability gives 
him the opportunity to get on the field immediately.
	 Junior Sean Sullivan and redshirt freshman Patrick Harrington are also a 
pair of right-handed bats that could see time in either corner outfield spot.  Both 
should factor in as pinch-hitters and designated hitter options.

GAMECOCKS READY FOR 2012 SEASON 
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Catchers and Pitchers
	 One of Coach Tanner’s highlights in fall workouts was the progress behind the 
plate by freshman Grayson Greiner and junior Dante Rosenberg.  Despite the loss 
of Robert Beary and Brady Thomas, the Gamecocks don’t expect to miss a beat at the 
catching position as both Greiner and Rosenberg provided steady influence and de-
fense in one of the key areas on the field.  Both also come from athletic backgrounds 
as Greiner’s father, Mark, was a letterwinner in basketball under the legendary Frank 
McGuire at South Carolina and Rosenberg’s dad, Steve, spent time in the Majors with 
both the Chicago White Sox and San Diego Padres.
	 When Coach Tanner speaks about Greiner, he often compares the freshman 
phenom to former Gamecock great and current MLB player Landon Powell.   As is the 
case with several of his teammates in this past year’s recruiting class, Greiner was an 
All-State performer in South Carolina.
	 “Grayson has been very impressive as a freshman at the catching position,” said 
Tanner.  “He is a tremendous receiver with loads of offensive potential.”
	 Rosenberg came to the Gamecock program in the fall of 2010 but did not see 
much action in 2011 due to a nagging back injury.  He is back at 100 percent for the 
2012 campaign and ready to produce.
	 “Dante had an outstanding fall campaign,” noted Tanner.  “Both he and Grayson  
are a dynamic 1-1A punch that we have in place.”
	  The ability defensively of both Greiner and Rosenberg will be an influence on a 
pitching staff that is shaping up to be one of the deepest in recent history at Carolina.
	 An equation to the success of both the 2010 and 2011 teams was quality pitch-
ing and dependable defense.  As the calendar turns to the 2012 season, that equation 
is at the front again for a successful season.
	 “When you talk about baseball, you talk about pitching and defense,” explained 
Tanner.  “It’s never been more evident than in college baseball today with the bat 
legislation in play.  It’s very difficult to put double-digit runs on the board in college 
baseball against good opponents.  Pitching and defense are always emphasized in 
baseball, but they are at a premium in college baseball.”
	 Examining the options on the mound for the 2012 season, it all starts with 
Michael Roth and Matt Price.  Both All-Americans return and join Matthews as 
captains for the 2012 season.  Roth, now a senior, stepped into the Friday night starter 
role and went the whole season as the ace of the staff.  The southpaw was 14-3 as a 
junior with a 1.06 ERA and always seemed to be on the mound for a Gamecock vic-
tory including the 5-2 national championship clinching victory in Omaha.  Also on 
the mound that night was Price, who closed out the win.  The junior right-hander has 
been dominant in both back-to-back national championship runs.  Last year, Price 
tallied seven wins and 20 saves including two victories and five saves and 0.00 ERA 
in eight postseason relief appearances.  This year will be a new role for Price though 
as he moves from the bullpen to a starting role.  

Center Field

3rd Base
Dantzler

Payne
Lovick

Shortstop
Pankake
Bright or
Costen or

Lovick

Starting Pitchers
Roth
Price

Holmes

Beal or
Belcher or

Montgomery or
Seddon or

Westmoreland
Catcher

Greiner or
Rosenberg
Harrington

Payne

Designated Hitter

2nd Base
Vergason
Bright or
Costen

1st Base
Walker
Martin
Celek

Left Field
English or
Marzilli
Williams

S. Sullivan
Harrington

Right Field

Celek or
English or
Martin or

S. Sullivan or
Williams

Marzilli or
English

Constable Matthews
Williams

Constable

Relief

LHP
Belcher or

Fiori or
Montgomery or

Munson or
Webb or

Westmoreland

RHP
Beal or

Carter or
Koumas or

Little or
Privette or
Seddon or

P. Sullivan or
Thomason

	 Rounding out the weekend rotation is Colby Holmes.  The junior right-hander 
compiled a 7-3 record and a 3.69 ERA in his first full year in the weekend rotation 
including a victory in Tuscaloosa, Ala. that saw the Gamecocks clinch a share of the 
Southeastern Conference championship on the final day of the regular season.  
	  The bullpen corps features experienced arms and standout newcomers.  With 
Price’s move to the rotation and the departure of John Taylor, all eyes will be on who 
will step up and elevate their game to close out games.
	 “We are not going to have a John Taylor, a guy that gave us 50 appearances,” 
said Tanner.  “Do we have some depth?  We have some depth.  Some of those roles 
are not defined yet.    Although I think we have candidates that can share the load.  We 
have three or four guys that can do 50 together and give us some quality appearances.  
We do have quality starters right now with the first three - Roth, Price and Holmes, but 
we have to have some guys out of the pen step up.  Whether it’s a Forrest Koumas, a 
Tyler Webb, an Ethan Carter, the freshmen Evan Beal and Joel Seddon, Patrick 
Sullivan, Nolan Belcher is back onto the scene, Adam Westmoreland, we got 
some guys with some experience.  It may be a little different formula but I think the 
quality is there to finish the equation.”
	 Koumas may be the first in line to close out games from the right side.  A SEC 
All-Freshman selection last year, he posted six wins as a starter and figures to bring a 
bulldog mentality to his role out of the pen.    
	 “Koumas is very capable as a closer, “said Tanner.
	 The situation may present itself to go with some other arms to finish games 
though and that is an area that Tanner sees depth factoring in to play.
	 “There are some other guys that can finish some games,” noted Tanner.  “I think 
the depth and experience is there for us to be pretty good from the 5th-6th to the 9th.”
	 Junior left-hander Tyler Webb produced in a bullpen role last year including 
a pair of key innings in the first game of the championship series.  Two other junior 
southpaws also are candidates for innings as Nolan Belcher and Adam Westmoreland 
should see time in either spot starting roles or as relievers to get a left-handed bat out.  
Freshmen Vince Fiori and Jordan Montgomery have bright futures ahead and will 
figure in as well.  Senior Logan Munson is a veteran southpaw.
	 Evan Beal and Joel Seddon are two previously drafted freshmen that come in 
with high credentials.  Both right-handers figure to get quality innings in their first 
season in the program.  Junior right-hander Patrick Sullivan has increased his in-
nings total each season and he seems to be ready to make a move for more in-
nings in the 2012 campaign.  Ethan Carter, a prominent reliever on the 2010 national 
championship team, returns to the Carolina program after spending the 2011 season 
at Louisburg College.  Thomas Little and Hunter Privette also come in from the 
junior college ranks.  Freshman right-hander Drake Thomason is ready for his first 
full season after recovering from Tommy John surgery.  Thomason is a former MLB 
Draft pick and brings a power right arm to the mix.
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MEDIA INFORMATION

INTERVIEWS
South Carolina head coach Ray Tanner, staff and all Gamecock 
players are available for media interviews. Interviews can be 
conducted on Thursdays before practice from 1:45-2:30 p.m. 
or at other times arranged through the South Carolina Media 
Relations Office.  

It is requested that all interviews be arranged through Andrew 
Kitick.  Players and coaches have been instructed to not agree 
to interviews not arranged by the Media Relations Office.

GAME UPDATES
Media who wish to retrieve home score updates can follow a 
variety of ways to receive the latest infrormation.

	 Live Gametracker Stats:  	 www.GamecocksOnline.com
	 Facebook:  	 www.Facebook.com/Gamecocksonline
	 Twitter:  	 @GamecockBasebll

All non-televised home games are also streamed live with 
video and audio on the Gamecocks All-Access Page produced 
by GamecocksOnline.Com.

TELEVISION STATIONS/BROADCAST NETWORKS
For information on receiving mid-week press conference vid-
eos, post-game press conference videos, and other baseball 
related footage, please email Assistant Media Relations Direc-
tor Matt Freed at mfreed@mailbox.sc.edu and Multimedia Co-
ordinator Cory Burkarth at burkarth@mailbox.sc.edu. 

They can provide you with login information to our media FTP 
site. Please credit all footage to GamecocksOnline when using 
footage from the FTP site.

IMPORTANT CONTACT NUMBERS
Media Relations Office		  803-777-5204
Andrew Kitick’s Office		  803-777-5257
Andrew Kitick’s Cell		  803-240-4150
Press Box Phone		  803-777-6648
	

The South Carolina Media Relations Office would like to thank you for your interest in South 
Carolina Baseball.  This guide has been prepared to assist you in your coverage of the team. 
If you have any questions or requests, please reach South Carolina baseball contact Andrew 
Kitick at (803) 777-5257 or via e-mail at kitick@mailbox.sc.edu

Andrew Kitick
Assistant Director/Baseball SID

Steve Fink
Director

Cory Burkarth
Multimedia Coordinator

Emily Feeney
Assistant Director

Matt Freed
Assistant Director

Miquel Jacobs
Assistant Director

Diana Koval
Assistant Director

Koby Padgett
Assistant Director

Justin Holt
Assistant

Lynne Beattie
Administrative Assistant

PRESS BOX SERVICES
At home and on the road, notes and statistics will be provided 
in the press box and on-line at www.GamecocksOnline.com.  
Complete box scores will be available shortly after each con-
test.  A game story and box score following each game will 
e-mailed to outlets requested. 

Wireless internet is available for use.  Wired outlets for pho-
tographers and videographers are also available in the back of 
the press box.

Each media member will receive (1) food coupon per game to 
purchase food at the concessions stand.  Soft drinks and water 
are also available in the press box.

CREDENTIALS
Accredited news media are admitted on a game-by-game basis 
through the main entrance located near center field.  Person-
nel assigned to cover games should contact Andrew Kitick at 
least one day before the game to arrange for proper credentials.

PARKING
Media personnel assigned to cover games should contact An-
drew Kitick at least one day before the game to arrange for 
parking passes.  Parking at the stadium is limited.

POST-GAME INTERVIEWS
Post-game interviews are conducted in the media room at 
Carolina Stadium. After a brief cooling-off period,  requested 
players will be brought to the interview area followed by head 
coach Ray Tanner.  A mult box is available for use.  The South 
Carolina locker room is closed to the media.  Media who wish 
to interview opposing coach or players should make requests 
through the Visiting SID.
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2012 TRAVEL PLANS
MARCH 3 - CLEMSON

Hotel: 
Hampton Inn  Anderson
120 Interstate Blvd.
Anderson, SC 29621
Telephone:  (864) 375-1999

MARCH 15-17 - KENTUCKY
Hotel: 
DoubleTree Guest Suites
2601 Richmond Road
Lexington, KY 40509
Telephone:  (859) 268-0060

MARCH 29-31 - VANDERBILT
Hotel: 
Marriott Nashville at Vanderbilt University
2555 West End Avenue
Nashville, TN 37203
Telephone:  (615) 321-1300

APRIL 19-21 - AUBURN
Hotel: 
The Hotel at Auburn University
241 South College Street
Auburn, AL 36830
Telephone:  (334) 821-8200

MAY 3-5 - ARKANSAS
Hotel: 
Courtyard Marriott Fayetteville
600 E. Van Asche Drive
Fayetteville, AR 72703
Telephone:  (4790 571-4900

MAY 10-12 - GEORGIA
Hotel: 
Hilton Garden Inn
390 East Washington Street
Athens, GA 30601
Telephone:  (706) 353-6800

NEWSPAPERS

Associated Press
	 Pete Iacobelli
Phone:  	 (803) 799-5510
E-mail:  	 piacobelli@ap.org

Anderson Independent-Mail
(Beat) 	 Brad Senkiw
Phone:  	 (864) 260-1283
E-mail:  	 senkiwb@independentmail.com

The (Charleston) Post & Courier
(Beat) 	 Darryl Slater
(Columnist)	 Gene Sapakoff
Phone:  	 (315) 430-3712
E-mail:  	 dslater@postandcourier.com
	 gsapakoff@postandcourier.com

The (Florence) Morning News
(Editor) 	 Mark Haselden
Phone:  	 (843) 317-7271
E-mail:  	 mhaselden@florencenews.com

The Gamecock
(Editor) 	 Isabelle Khurshudyan
Phone:  	 (803) 777-7182
E-mail:  	 ikhurshudyan@dailygamecock.com

The Greenville News
(Beat)	 Rudy Jones
(Beat) 	 Willie T. Smith
(Columnist)	 Bart Wright
Phone:  	 (864) 298-4307
E-mail:  	 rajone@greenvillenews.com
	 nflscribe@aol.com
	 rbwright@greenvillenews.com

The (Spartanburg) Herald-Journal
(Beat)	 Eric Boynton
Phone:  	 (864) 582-4511
E-mail:  	 eric.boynton@shj.com

Spurs & Feathers
(Editor)	 Dexter Hudson
Phone:  	 (803) 256-1789
E-mail:  	 spursusc@aol.com

The State Newspaper (Columbia)
(Beat)	 Neil White
(Columnist)	 Ron Morris
(Editor)	 Rick Millians 
Phone:  	 (803) 771-8470
E-mail: 	 nwhite@thestate.com
	 rmorris@thestate.com
	 rmillians@thestate.com

The (Sumter) Item
(Editor)	 Dennis Brunson
Phone:  	 (803) 774-1241
E-mail:  	 dennisb@theitem.com

RADIO

WNKT FM 107.5 “THE GAME”
(Hosts)	 Heath Cline, Michael Haney, Brent Johnson, 
	 WIill King, Tommy Moody, Jay Philips, 
	 Bob Shields
Phone:  	 (803) 796-9975
E-mail: 	 bjohnson@b106fm.com

South Carolina News Network
(Hosts)	 Phil Kornblut, Kevin McCrarey, Tom Hayes
Phone:  	 (803) 790-4300
E-mail:  	 philtalk@aol.com 
              	 kmac00@aol.com

560 AM “THE TEAM”
(Hosts)	 Eric Guimaraes, Bill Gunter, Teddy Heffner, 	
	 Corey Miller, Carey Rich
Phone:  	 (803) 343-1100
E-mail:  	 teddy@1400theteam.com

WVOC FM 100.1
(Director)	 Christopher Thompson
Phone:  	 (803) 343-1100
E-mail: 	 tophsports@aol.com

TELEVISION

WACH-TV (Fox)
(Anchor)	 Ric Garni
Phone:  	 (203) 919-0566
E-mail:	 rgarni@wach.com

WIS-TV (NBC)
(Director)	 Rick Henry
Phone:  	 (803) 758-1288
E-mail:  	 rhenry@wistv.com

WLTX-TV (CBS)
(Director)	 Reggie Anderson
Phone:  	 (803) 429-9830
E-mail:  	 sports@wltx.com

WOLO-TV (ABC)
(Director)	 Tim Hill
Phone:  	 (803) 754-7525
E-mail:  	 thill@wolo.com

INTERNET

Gamecock Anthem
(Editor)	 Wes Mitchell
Phone:  	 (803) 367-6014
E-mail:  	 wesmitchellsc@gmail.com

Gamecock Central
(Writers)	 David Cloninger, Scott Hood
Phone:  	 (803) 367-1471/(803) 606-3261
E-mail:  	 cloninger3@gmail.com
              	 scotthood63@gmail.com

The Big Spur
(Writer)	 John Whittle
Phone:  	 (803) 727-4254
E-mail:  	 jwhittle6@sc.rr.com

LOCAL SOUTH CAROLINA MEDIA OUTLETS COLLEGE BASEBALL 
MEDIA OUTLETS

Baseball America
Aaron Fitt
Phone:  (949) 614-5631
E-mail:  aaronfitt@baseballamerica.com

Collegiate Baseball
Lou Pavlovich Jr.
Phone:  (520) 623-7815
E-mail:  lou@baseballnews.com

Perfect Game USA
Kendall Rogers
Phone:  (979) 229-4092
E-mail:  kendallrogerspg@gmail.com

Southeastern Baseball (SEBaseball.com)
Mark Etheridge
Phone:  (205) 886-7978
E-mail: mark@sebaseball.com

USA Today
Andy Gardiner
Phone:  (703) 854-8013
E-mail:  agardiner@usatoday.com
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Gamecock Sports Properties, a partnership between 
the University of South Carolina Athletic Department 
and one of the leaders in the collegiate sports 
marketing industry, IMG College  is the originating 
medium for radio coverage of the 2012 Carolina 
baseball games.

WNKT (107.5 FM), “The Game,” in Columbia 
will be the flagship stations for originations of all 
56 regular season games plus all postseason play.  
Games can also be heard on www.GamecocksOnline.
com.

Andy Demetra enters his third year as the voice of 
Carolina Baseball on the Gamecock Baseball Radio 
Network. Demetra also serves as the radio play-by-
play  announcer for the USC Men’s Basketball team 
and the television announcer for the Gamecock 
football telecasts for SportSouth as well as Pay Per 
View.

In addition, Demetra hosts “Carolina Calls” during 
men’s basketball and baseball season featuring head 
coaches Darrin Horn and Ray Tanner.

Demetra is a familiar name to those who follow 
Gamecock Athletics closely, as he served as the 
play-by-play voice for Carolina women’s basketball 
and selected men’s basketball games from 2003-06. 

Since his time in Columbia, Demetra has worked 
for ISP Sports in Winston-Salem, N.C. He has done 
basketball play-by-play for the Big East National 
Game of the Week, football play-by-play for the ACC 
National Game of the Week and baseball play-by-
play for the 2008 and 2009 ACC Tournaments for 
XM Radio. In addition, he has provided play-by-play 
work in basketball for the University of Pittsburgh, 
Vanderbilt, Virginia Tech, Villanova, UCF and Furman. 

He has also done play-by-play broadcasting for the 
Syracuse Chiefs, the Triple-A baseball affiliate of the 
Toronto Blue Jays.

Demetra, who graduated summa cum laude from 
Syracuse University, was the 2005 and 2006 South 
Carolina Broadcasters Association Radio Sportscaster 
of the Year. He was the youngest recipient of the award 
in the organization’s 60-year history.

 Tommy Moody is in his 13th year calling Gamecock 
baseball contests. Moody is the chairman of the USC 
Athletic Hall of Fame and was a past president of the 
USC Association of Lettermen in 1992.  Moody played 
under head coach Bobby Richardson on the Gamecock 
baseball team from 1970-72 as an infielder.  

Moody co-hosts a talk show, “The Early Game” on 
The Game (107.5 FM), Monday-Friday from 6-9 am. 

2012 Network Affiliates
Aiken/Edgefield	 WKSX	 92.7 FM
Allendale	 WDOG	 93.5 FM
Anderson	 WRIX	 103.1 FM
Camden	 WPUB	 102.7 FM
Charleston	 WTMA	 1250 AM
Clinton	 WPCC	 1410 AM
Columbia	 WNKT	 107.5 FM
Florence	 WOLH	 1230 AM
Florence	 WOLH	 98.9 FM
Greenville	 WGVL	 1440 AM
Myrtle Beach	 WHSC	 1050 AM
Rock Hill/Lancaster	 WRHM	 107.1 FM
Spartanburg	 WSPG	 1400 AM
Sumter	 WDXY	 1240 AM
Woodruff	 WQUL	 1510 AM

Andy Demetra & Tommy Moody

2012 SOUTH CAROLINA SCHEDULE

FEBRUARY
	 17	 VMI	 3 p.m.
	 18	 VMI	 3 p.m.
	 19	 VMI	 1:30 p.m.
	 24	 Elon	 3 p.m.
	 25	 Elon	 1:30 p.m.
	 26	 Elon	 1:30 p.m.
	 28	 Presbyterian	 4 p.m.
MARCH
	 2	 vs. Clemson (Charleston)	 6 p.m.
	 3	 Clemson	 2 p.m.
	 4	 at Clemson (ESPN3)	 2 p.m.
	 7	 UNC Asheville	 7 p.m.
	 9	 Princeton	 7 p.m.
	 10	 Princeton	 4 p.m.
	 11	 Princeton	 1:30 p.m.
	 13	 Charleston Southern	 7 p.m.
	 14	 Appalachian State	 7 p.m.
	 16	 at Kentucky*	 6:30 p.m.
	 17	 at Kentucky*	 2 p.m.
	 18	 at Kentucky*	 1 p.m.
	 20	 at Furman	 7 p.m.
	 21	 Wofford	 7 p.m.
	 22	 Florida* (ESPNU)	 7:30 p.m.
	 23	 Florida* 	 7 p.m.
	 24	 Florida* 	 1:30 p.m.
	 27	 at The Citadel	 7 p.m.
	 30	 at Vanderbilt*	 7 p.m.
	 31	 at Vanderbilt*	 3 p.m.
APRIL	
	 1	 at Vanderbilt*	 2 p.m.
	 4	 at College of Charleston   	  6 p.m.
	 6	 Tennessee*	 7 p.m.
	 7	 Tennessee* 	 4 p.m.
	 8	 Tennessee*	 1:30 p.m.
	 10	 The Citadel	 7 p.m.
	 11	 at Francis Marion	 7 p.m.
	 13	 Mississippi State* 	 7 p.m.
	 14	 Mississippi State* 	 4 p.m.
	 15	 Mississippi State*	 1:30 p.m.
	 17	 College of Charleston	 7 p.m.
	 20	 at Auburn*	 7 p.m.
	 21	 at Auburn*	 4 p.m.
	 22	 at Auburn*	 2 p.m.
	 26	 Alabama* (ESPNU)	 7:30 p.m.
	 27	 Alabama*	 7 p.m.
	 28	 Alabama*	 1:30 p.m.
MAY
	 2	 Davidson	 7 p.m.
	 4	 at Arkansas*	 7:35 p.m.
	 5	 at Arkansas* 	 7:35 p.m.
	 6	 at Arkansas*	 2:05 p.m.
	 9	 Furman	 7 p.m.
	 11	 at Georgia*	 7 p.m.
	 12	 at Georgia*	 3 p.m.
	 13	 at Georgia*	 2 p.m.
	 15	 USC Upstate	 7 p.m.
	 17	 LSU*	 7 p.m.
	 18	 LSU*.	 7 p.m.
	 19	 LSU*	 1:30 p.m.
	 22-27	 SEC Baseball Tournament	 TBA	
JUNE	
	 1-4	 NCAA Regionals	 TBA
	 8-11	 NCAA Super Regionals	 TBA
	 15-25/26	College World Series	 TBA
	
All times Eastern
Dates and times subject to change   
* denotes SEC game

GAMECOCK RADIO NETWORK


