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USC baseball: 5 players who will lead next season,
plus impact newcomers
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South Carolina pitcher Taylor Widener (17)
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With South Carolina’s baseball season now in the rear-view mirror, it’s time to take a glance at the road ahead.
There’s one question, of course, that’s going to loom over the 2015 season.

Will that road lead back to Omaha?

The Gamecocks expect to lose the majority of their top junior players to professional baseball after the MLB

http://www.gogamecocks.com/
http://www.gogamecocks.com/2014/06/02/598638/staley-sets-highest-of-goals-as.html?sp=/99/101/&ihp=0#storylink=prev
http://www.gogamecocks.com/2014/06/03/598763/davis-among-secs-top-heisman-candidates.html?sp=/99/101/&ihp=0#storylink=next
mailto:ntwhite@thestate.com
http://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gogamecocks.com%2F2014%2F06%2F03%2F598764%2Fusc-baseball-five-players-to-watch.html
https://twitter.com/share?text=USC%20baseball%3A%205%20players%20who%20will%20lead%20next%20season%2C%20plus%20impact%20newcomers&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gogamecocks.com%2F2014%2F06%2F03%2F598764%2Fusc-baseball-five-players-to-watch.html
https://plus.google.com/share?url=%20http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gogamecocks.com%2F2014%2F06%2F03%2F598764%2Fusc-baseball-five-players-to-watch.html
http://www.reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gogamecocks.com%2F2014%2F06%2F03%2F598764%2Fusc-baseball-five-players-to-watch.html
mailto:?subject=USC%20baseball:%205%20players%20who%20will%20lead%20next%20season,%20plus%20impact%20newcomers&body=http://www.gogamecocks.com/2014/06/03/598764/usc-baseball-five-players-to-watch.html
javascript:window.print();


draft is conducted this week, a list that could include catcher Grayson Greiner, left-handed ace Jordan
Montgomery, third baseman Joey Pankake, center fielder Tanner English, closer Joel Seddon and first baseman
Kyle Martin.

That means the leadership reins will be handed to a handful of this season’s sophomores and freshmen who
have made solid contributions to the program.

Look for the following players to lead the way.

Max Schrock

He enters his junior season as the team’s top returning player, and if he can get healthy, he has the ability to be
an All-American second baseman. He missed 27 games this past season with a variety of ailments: a sprained
ankle, an illness, and a bad back. His primary goal this summer is to get to full speed, especially after the stress
fracture in his back kept him off second base and in and out of the lineup as the designated hitter down the
stretch. Despite all the issues, he hit .299 with five homers and 20 RBIs in 35 games.

Wil Crowe

His complete-game shutout against Campbell in the NCAA regional elimination game put an exclamation point
on a terrific freshman season. The right-hander posted an 8-3 record with a 2.75 ERA over 91 2/3 innings. Cool
and collected on the mound, he possessed a low-90s fastball and great command of his off-speed pitches. He
has the stuff to slide into the Friday night role next season as he becomes more accustomed to the high level of
SEC play.

Jack Wynkoop

A steady performer in his two seasons as an SEC starter, Wynkoop’s struggles at the end of his sophomore
season don’t erase the consistency he has displayed in 152 career innings with a 14-9 record and 2.96 ERA. His
great control – he has walked 21 batters in his two years – will make him a mainstay of the weekend rotation
again.

DC Arendas

It’s hard to measure this infielder’s value with just statistics (.271, 4 HR, 29 RBIs), which makes him similar to
right-fielder Connor Bright. But his versatility at three positions – second base, shortstop and third base – and
the skill with which he played them made him a key component in the lineup, especially after injuries sidelined
each of the infielders he replaced. Arendas also has the perfect temperament to handle the successes and
failures over the course of a long season.

Taylor Widener

The right-hander was better than advertised in his freshman season on the mound, where he went 3-0 with a
1.79 ERA in 40 1/3 innings. He will play a far more prominent role next year, when he could be in the starting
rotation or serve as the closer. His big lefty bat never surfaced this season in limited plate appearances, but
there’s a chance he could become a feared home-run hitter with enough stints at designated hitter.

Impact newcomers

The Gamecocks hope they can retain the biggest names in their 2014 recruiting class, even though a number of
them will hear their names called in the draft.

Some could step in and play right away, including center fielder Clark Scolamiero of Greenville High, infielder
Madison Stokes of A.C. Flora, catcher Hunter Taylor of Onley, Va., pitcher-outfielder Alex Destino of Weaverville,
N.C., and pitcher Brandon Murray of Hobart, Ind. All five are ranked in the Top 500 of Baseball America’s
national draft list. Junior college catcher Jared Martin also will battle for a starting role.
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