


You are a Representative of Athletics 
Interest (booster) if you: 
 
 Contribute to the Athletics Department or its 

booster organizations (e.g. Gamecock Club) 
 Join or participate in South Carolina’s various 

Athletics Department booster groups (e.g. sport 
specific “friends of” groups, etc.) 

 Hold, or have ever held season tickets 
 Have a guardianship role over a student-athlete 

(i.e., parent or legal guardian) 
 Provide allowable benefits (e.g., summer jobs) to 

enrolled student-athletes 
 Promote Gamecock Athletics in any way 
 
Remember, once you are identified as a booster, you 
retain that identity forever. Boosters are bound by 
NCAA, Southeastern Conference and University of South 
Carolina rules. As a result, boosters are responsible 
for notifying the University of South Carolina Office of 
Compliance Services of any potential rules violations. 
Even if a violation is unintentional, the eligibility of a 
prospective student-athlete (recruit) or enrolled 
student-athlete could be placed in jeopardy.  
 
Parents of enrolled student-athletes are considered 
boosters; therefore, generally they may not be involved 
in the recruiting process off the University of South 
Carolina campus.  
 
If parents of a prospect should contact you with 
questions about your son or daughter’s athletic 
experience at South Carolina, you should direct their 
questions to the coaching staff.  
 
If you are a South Carolina alum, you may discuss your 
general educational experiences at Carolina; however, 
you may not discuss athletics.  



Faculty and University staff members are not permitted 
to recruit off-campus with the exception of joining a 
prospect for a meal during an official visit to campus. 
They may have on-campus contact with prospects in all 
sports. Intercollegiate Athletics Department staff may 
have recruiting contact on-campus. Only those coaches 
certified to recruit off-campus may contact or 
evaluate prospects. 
 
A spouse of a coach or staff member may make contact 
with a prospect on-campus. Additionally, he or she may 
make an off-campus contact within a 30-mile radius of 
the institution’s campus during the prospect’s official 
visit. The spouse may not have any written 
correspondence (follow-up letter after visit, etc.) with 
the prospect.  
 
Enrolled student-athletes and enrolled students are 
not considered to be boosters as long as any contact 
with a prospect is incidental and does not occur at the 
direction of a member of the athletics department. 
Student-athletes and students may not make or 
participate in telephone calls to prospects at the 
direction of a coaching staff member or financed by 
South Carolina or a booster. Student-athletes and 
students may receive telephone calls made at the 
expense of the prospective student-athlete, provided it 
is not done at the direction and/or expense of the 
institution. 



Permissible Booster Activities  
 Viewing a prospect’s game on your own initiative 
 Notifying the South Carolina coaching staff of 

outstanding prospects 
 
As a Booster you may NOT: 
 Contact or call a prospect 
 Contact or call a prospect’s parent, coach, 

principal or counselor 
 Assist with the actual evaluation of talent 
 
As a Booster you may NOT give/provide a 
prospect: 
 Cash or loans in any amount 
 Gifts of any kind including on special occasions 

such as birthdays, Christmas, etc. 
 Free or reduced cost services, rentals, or 

purchases of any type (e.g., clothing, airline 
tickets, car repairs, meals, etc.) 

 Use of an automobile or transportation 
 Hospitality in your home 
 Ticket to an athletic or other event 
 
 
Remember 
Only coaches and authorized employees may be involved 
in the recruiting process. NCAA rules specifically 
prohibit boosters from engaging in recruiting 
activities. 



Prospective Student-Athlete (PSA) 
 A student that has started classes for the ninth 

grade. 
 A student of any age when the institution or 

athletics provides a benefit to the prospective 
student that the institution generally does not 
provide to prospective students. 

 A student remains a prospect until the start of 
classes or official team practice at Carolina.  

 
Recruiting 
 Any solicitation of a prospect or the prospect’s 

family by an authorized institutional staff member 
or booster for the purpose of securing the 
prospect’s enrollment and participation in 
athletics. 

 
Contact 
 Any face-to-face encounter between a prospect or 

the prospect’s parent or legal guardian and an 
institutional staff member or booster during which 
any dialogue occurs in excess of a greeting. 

 
Evaluation 
 Any activity designed to assess the academic 

qualifications or athletic ability of a prospect, 
including any visit to a prospect’s school or the 
observation of a prospect participating in any 
practice or competition. 



What if a prospect calls a booster? 
A booster may have a telephone conversation with a 
prospect ONLY if: 
1. The prospect initiates the call,  
2. There is a longstanding relationship (unrelated to 

athletics) with the prospect, and  
3. The call is not prearranged by an institutional staff 

member. Discussion must be limited to general USC 
topics. All athletically related questions must be 
referred to the athletics department.  

 
May a booster telephone a prospect or send a 
congratulatory letter once the prospect has committed 
to or signed a National Letter of Intent with South 
Carolina? 
Generally It is not permissible for a booster to contact a 
prospect.  However, after a prospect signs a NLI it is 
permissible for a booster to have a conversation with the 
signed prospect, or send a congratulatory message to the 
signed prospect via social media.  It remains impermissible 
for the booster to provide the prospect or the family 
members of a prospect with any benefits.  Always check 
with OCS if you are unsure of the status of a prospect or 
Student-athlete. 
 
May a booster pay for a prospect’s expenses or fees to 
attend camp? 
NO, unless the prospect is an immediate family member of 
the booster. 
 
May a booster speak to a South Carolina coach if a 
prospect is with the coach? 
If a South Carolina coach is with a prospect, do not 
approach the coach until the prospect and his/her family 
have gone elsewhere; otherwise, the coach will be placed 
in an awkward situation because he/ she will not be able 
to introduce the prospect. 
 
Is it permissible for a booster to accompany a South 
Carolina coach when he/she visits a local high school 
or prospect’s home? 
NO. A booster may not accompany a coach during any 
recruiting activities. 



Boosters may not provide student-athletes with extra 
benefits. Violations of this regulation will result in 
the student-athlete being declared ineligible until he/ 
she repays the value of the extra benefit(s) received 
and may result in a withholding from competition.  
 

Terms To Know 
 
Student-Athlete: 
A student who presently is participating in 
intercollegiate athletics or participated in 
intercollegiate athletics. 
 
Extra Benefit: 
An extra benefit is any special gift or arrangement 
provided to a student-athlete, or student-athlete’s 
friend or family member, that is not available to the 
general student body. 
 
Example of Extra Benefits (this is NOT an exhaustive list): 
 Cash 
 Gifts 
 Discounted services (e.g., meals, drinks, clothing, 

laundry, haircuts, legal fees, tattoos, etc.) 
 Awards 
 Use of an automobile or other transportation 
 Entertainment 
 Free or reduced cost housing for any length of time 
 Loans (including co-signing) 
 Use of your telephone or credit card 



How to Support Student-Athletes as a 
Booster? 
 
 Contribute money to endowments or scholarship 

funds administered by the athletics department. 
 
 Buy season tickets and support the teams from the 

stands. 
 
 Donate frequent flyer miles to the athletics 

department to minimize recruiting expenses. 
 
 If you live outside the Columbia area, contact the 

Office of Compliance Services regarding a donation 
of game tickets or other reasonable entertainment 
for use by student-athletes at an away from home 
competition. Nothing may be given directly to a 
student-athlete – all donations must go through 
compliance and the development office. 

 
 Provide employment for a student-athlete. Student-

athletes must be compensated for work actually 
performed and at a rate commensurate with the rate 
in the area for similar services. 

 
 Visit the Gamecock Club website to learn more about 

opportunities and event at which you may support 
USC athletics: www.GamecocksOnline.com/
GamecockClub 



Promotional Activities with Student-
Athletes: 
A student-athlete is not eligible for participation in 
intercollegiate athletics if he or she accepts 
compensation, or permits the use of his/her name or 
picture to promote a commercial enterprise. 
A student-athlete’s name or picture may not be used to 
advertise, recommend, or promote directly the sale or 
use of a commercial product or service or any kind. 
 
If a student-athlete’s name or picture appears on 
commercial items (t-shirts, playing cards, posters, 
photographs, etc.) or is used to promote a commercial 
product without the student-athlete’s knowledge or 
permission, the student-athlete and the institution are 
required to take steps to stop such an activity in order 
to retain the student-athlete’s eligibility. 
 
Agents 
It is not permissible for student-athletes to enter into 
a written or verbal agreement with an agent prior to 
exhaustion or their athletics eligibility. Student-
athletes may not receive benefits including meals, 
clothing, or transportation from an agent or a 
representative of an agent.  
 
Gambling Activities 
NCAA rules prohibit student-athletes or intercollegiate 
athletics staff members from: 
 Participating in any gambling activity that involves 

intercollegiate or professional athletics 
 Providing information concerning intercollegiate 

athletics competition to individuals involved in 
organized gambling activities 

 
Remember 
It is a violation of federal law to affect or attempt to 
affect the outcome of a collegiate contest! 



Thank you for caring about the University of South 
Carolina athletics department and taking the time 
to review the Gamecock Insider – Your Guide to 
South Carolina Athletics. As a vital member of 
Gamecock Nation, your assistance in preventing 
violations of NCAA, SEC,  and institutional rules 
plays a vital role in supporting South Carolina’s 
athletics program, and the hundreds of student-
athletes who wear the garnet and black every year. 
As we strive for continued excellence, we always 
seek the highest standard of ethical conduct. The 
University of South Carolina is proud to have your 
loyal support, dedication and enthusiasm for 
Gamecock Athletics. In order to learn more about 
NCAA rules and how they may affect the University 
of South Carolina, you may visit the South Carolina 
Office of Compliance Services website at: 
Gamecocksonline.com 
 
If you have questions or become aware of any 
potential violations, please contact the University 
of South Carolina Office of Compliance Services at: 
 
Rice Athletic Center—3rd Floor 
1304 Heyward St. 
Columbia, SC 29208 
803/777-1519 
athcompl@mailbox.sc.edu 


