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Review
The 2012 season was a history setting year for the University of South 
Carolina cross country team. The team’s 10th place finish at the NCAA 
Southeast Regional Championships was the highest for a Gamecock cross 
country team since 1994 and was the third best in school history.  Fresh-
man Kayla Lampe’s eighth place finish at the regional championships was 
the best ever for a Gamecock freshman at the event. In addition, every run-
ner in the top seven recorded a personal best during the season, with most 
recording multiple personal records on the season. 

The 2012 edition was the largest team in school history, with the freshman 
class of 16 also being the largest ever.  
 
The season started off with a dominating victory at the Gamecock Invi-
tational. Lampe set a new course record of 17:10 for the 5K Hilton Field 
race course to win the race, while senior Chelsea France and junior Penny 
Boswell were right behind her to give South Carolina a sweep of the top 
three places.  
 
Next the team flew to Nashville, Tenn., for the SEC Preview Meet. The 
seventh-place finish showed the team had a lot of work to do, as there were 
five SEC teams in front of the Gamecocks. Lampe proved she was a major 
threat, as she led the entire race, until she was outkicked over the last 300 
meters. Her second place finish in 21:06 was a new personal record over 

the 6,050-meter Percy Warner Park course. Freshman Mary Fouse showed 
her toughness in the race. At the 400-meter mark, her left spike was clipped 
and came off, and registered a new best despite racing the last 5K with one 
barefoot.
 
On Charlotte’s famous McAlpine Park course, the team suffered a set 
back. France was in the top 10 when she had to stop at 4K due to foot 
pain. Freshman Christine Kent also had difficulty but finished slower than 
normal. Freshman Annie Grove suffered a sever ankle injury and missed the 
next several weeks of running. The team ended up in 11th place, well below 
their projected finish. A positive of the race was once again Lampe as she 
led most of the race before two runners outkicked her, leaving her in third 
place at the finish. She and Boswell both raced to new 6K PR’s.
 
Out of this difficulty the team rallied and put together the three best races of 
the season when it counted most. The Gamecocks flew to Louisville, Ky., for 
the NCAA Preview Meet. Due to not being ranked based on the poor show-
ing in Charlotte, the team competed in the unseeded race. With 25 teams 
plus many individuals, it was a large field of over 200 runners. The team 
responded with new personal bests for the top five. Once again Lampe led 
the entire race. This time, she found a way to finish and pulled away from 
the field to win by 10 seconds in a new best of 21:03. France was close be-
hind in 10th place with a time of 21:35, which was just shy of her personal 
best. Showing that every place is very important, the team ended up in third 
place, just three points ahead of fourth.

 
When the team’s times were inserted in the seeded race, they scored less 
than almost all of their NCAA Southeast competitors. This resulted in South 
Carolina being ranked ninth in the region, its highest ranking since 1994.  
 
With momentum and a positive attitude, the team returned to Nashville for 
SEC Championships. Ranked 13th out of 14 in the preseason coaches’ poll, 
the ladies had something to prove. At the start, due to two trees being in the 
starting area, they allowed themselves to get separated and were buried in 
the pack. Lampe and France were in the 30’s and 40’s, while the rest of the 
team was in the 120’s holding up the rear.  
 
However, they did not give up and fought to gain as much ground as 
possible. Lampe ended up in 12th place, earning All-SEC honors as well 
as making the SEC All-Freshman Team. France came in 23rd place and 
freshman Mary Fouse set a new personal record by 40 seconds and passed 
60 runners to place 63rd as the eighth freshmen.  She missed being named 
to the SEC All-Freshman Team by one place. Sophomore Meredith Mill, 
returning from an IT band injury she suffered at the end of summer training, 
also PR’ed by 40 seconds to place fourth for the team and 79th in the race. 
Boswell, the normal third runner, was struggling with 1K to go, as she was 
10 seconds behind Mill and fading. However, she rallied to catch up to Mill 
and passed several runners along the way.  
 
When the official results were announced, the Gamecocks were ninth. It was 
a great comeback for the team, as it finished ahead of many of the teams 
who were in front of it at the first Nashville race.  
 
Two weeks later it was back to McAlpine Park for the NCAA Southeast 
Regional Championships. The team had two 
goals, to race their best and to prove that they 
deserved their top-10 ranking and for Lampe 
to earn a trip to the NCAA Finals. Both almost 
happened, as the team had another great race. 
Everyone either PR’ed, had their highest NCAA 
finish or did both. When the dust settled, the 
Gamecocks were in 10th place, the team’s 
highest finish since 1994. Lampe ran her best 
race of the season, getting a PR of 20:40 for 
6K. She worked her way up to sixth place with 
800 to go. However, on the sprint to the finish 
two runners outkicked her. Her eighth-place 
finish was the highest ever for a Gamecock 
freshman. It was also the third best placing in 
school history. Unfortunately, she was the first person out of the finals, as a 
runner from the Midwest race placed seventh, earning the last at-large spot 
in the NCAA Finals.
 
With France as the only senior in the top 12, 2013 looks like it can be 
an even better cross country season, with good health, new recruits and 
continued improvement from the returning team members.

Kayla Lampe
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2012 season highlights
MEN’S HIGHLIGHTS WOMEN’S HIGHLIGHTS

Marvin Reitze ended his Gamecock career as a 
four-time SEC medalist.  The native German was the 
SEC Championship and SEC Indoor Championship 
silver medalist in 2012.  He took the silver at the 
NCAA’s with a school-record jump of 18-00.50. The 
four-time All-American also set the outdoor school 
record at Penn Relays where he was named Out-
standing Men’s Athlete of the Meet. 

Erica Rucker made an impact in her freshman cam-
paign by earning SEC Indoor Runner of the Year 
Honors, becoming a NCAA individual qualifier in 
both the indoor and outdoor season and collecting 
three All-America citations. 

INDOOR
SEC Finish: 9th
NCAA Finish: 26th

All-SEC Second Team
Marvin Reitze (Pole Vault)

NCAA Qualifiers
Marvin Reitze (Pole Vault)

First Team All-Americans
Marvin Reitze (Pole Vault)

OUTDOOR
SEC Finish: 9th
NCAA Finish: N/A

SEC Scholar Athlete of the Year
Marvin Reitze

NCAA East Region Qualifiers
Damiere Byrd (100m, 4x100)
Andre Carter (4x400)
Louis Day (Shot Put)
Clayton Gravesande (400m, 4x100, 
4x400)
Jarrod Hutchen (Long Jump)
Dorian Johnson (Triple Jump)
Marvin Reitze (Pole Vault)
Chris Royster (100m, 4x100, 4x400)
Matt Shuler (Pole Vault)
Juan Stenner (400mH, 4x400)
Joshua Suttmeier (Javelin)
Eric Winfrey (4x100)

NCAA Participants
Andre Carter (4x100)
Clayton Gravesande (4x100)
Jarrod Hutchen (Long Jump)
Marvin Reitze (Pole Vault)
Chris Royster (4x100)
Joshua Suttmeier (Javelin)
Eric Winfrey (4x100)

Second Team All-Americans
Andre Carter (4x100)
Clayton Gravesande (4x100)
Marvin Reitze (Pole Vault)
Chris Royster (4x100)
Joshua Suttmeier (Javelin)
Eric Winfrey (4x100)

Honorable Mention All-Americans
Jarrod Hutchen (Long Jump)

Academic All-Americans
Marvin Reitze

INDOOR
SEC Finish: 10th
NCAA Finish: 67th

SEC Freshman Runner of the Year
Erika Rucker

SEC All-Freshman Team
Erika Rucker (400m)

All-SEC Second Team
Kierre Beckles (60mH)

NCAA Qualifiers
Kierre Beckles (60mH)
Jeannelle Scheper (High Jump)
Erica Rucker (400m)

First Team All-Americans
Jeannelle Scheper (High Jump)

Second Team All-Americans
Kierre Beckles (60m)
Erica Rucker (400m)

OUTDOOR
SEC Finish: 9th
NCAA Finish: N/A

SEC All-Freshman Team
Chalese Davis (110mH)
Erica Rucker (400m)
Tamera Harris (400mH)

NCAA East Region Qualifiers
Amber Allen (400mH, 4x100, 4x400)
Radiance Basden (Triple Jump)
Vashti Bandy (4x100)
Beatrice Biwott (Steeplechase)
Chalese Davis (100mH)
Asia Delaney (4x100)
Christal Green (4x400)
Emily Laurence (Javelin)
Kelsey McCorkle (200m, 4x100)
Petra Olsen (Pole Vault)
Breanna Radford (Shot Put)
Nadonna Rodriques (4x400)
Erica Rucker (400m, 4x400)
Jeannelle Scheper (High Jump)
Kaysee Sullivan (Shot Put)
Katie Vuckovich (Shot Put)

NCAA Participants
Amber Allen (4x100, 4x400)
Vashti Bandy (4x100)
Asia Delaney (4x100)
Christal Green (4x400)
Kelsey McCorkle (4x100)
Petra Olsen (Pole Vault)
Nadonna Rodriques (4x400)
Erica Rucker (400m, 4x400)
Jeannelle Scheper (High Jump)

Second Team All-Americans
Amber Allen (4x400)
Christal Green (4x400)
Petral Olsen (Pole Vault)
Nadonna Rodriques (4x400)
Erica Rucker (400m, 4x400)
Jeannelle Scheper (High Jump)

Honorable Mention All-Americans
Amber Allen (4x100)
Vashti Bandy (4x100)
Asia Delaney (4x100)
Kelsey McCorkle (4x100)
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2012Indoor Review
Virginia Tech Invitational – Blacksburg, Va. 
The Gamecocks opened the track and field season at the Virginia Tech Invitational with a 
victory by junior Robert Razick.  Razick recorded a personal best of 4:14.46 in the mile run, 
good enough for seventh all-time in the South Carolina record book. 

South Carolina turned in a solid performance on the second day of competition, sopho-
more Jeannelle Scheper opened her season with a win in the high jump on a clearance 
of 5’11 ½ that catapulted her to the top of the Gamecock record books. In addition to 
Scheper’s victory, the Gamecocks earned wins from junior Clayton Gravesande in the 
400-meter dash and junior Breanna Radford in the shot put.  Several Gamecocks also 
turned in runner-up finishes – junior Jarrod Hutchen (long jump), senior Marvin Reitze 
(pole vault), sophomore Petra Olsen (pole vault), senior Katie Vuckovich (shot put) and the 
4x400-meter relay team of sophomore Amber Allen, freshman Christal Green, freshman 
Erica Rucker and sophomore Vashti Bandy.  Sophomore Chris Royster took third in the 
200-meter dash with a 21.72. 

Auburn Invitational – Birmingham, Ala.
Facing steeper competition in Birmingham, the Gamecock men posted four top five 
finishes highlighted by Gravesande’s third place finish in the 400-meter dash at 48.34.  
Gravesande also ran the first leg of the men’s 4x400m relay team that took fifth place.  
Freshman Eric Winfrey, Royster and junior Chris Maxwell rounded out the relay team. 
Hutchen continued his solid start with a third place finish in the long jump and Royster took 
fourth in the 200-meter dash. Gamecock football athlete Damiere Byrd made his collegiate 
track debut in the event, turning in a 6.79 in the 60-meter dash to place 12th overall. 

On the women’s side, the 4x400m relay of Green, Rucker freshman Ahtyana Johnson and 
Bandy took fifth overall for the top finish on the women’s side. Freshmen Sarah Graham 
and Jemekia Wilson both hit collegiate bests in the high jump at 5’4 in a busy day that saw 
both compete in three events.  

USC Indoor Meet – Columbia, S.C.
Returning to the USC Indoor Complex for the first home meet of the season, the Game-
cocks posted six wins. The day was highlighted by Reitze’s facility pole vault record at 17’0 
¾.  Redshirt junior Chris Campbell claimed the top spot in the weight throw with a personal 
best of 51’6 ¼.  

On the women’s side, South Carolina came away with four victories from junior Megan 
Rother in the mile run, Beckles in the 55-meter hurdles, Graham in the high jump and 
Olsen in the pole vault.  The Gamecocks went 1-2 in the 55-meter hurdles with the 
All-American Beckles followed by the freshman Davis and the mile run when senior Erin 
Fedewa crossed the finish line just after Rother.

McCravy Memorial Track Classic – Lexington, Ky.
The Gamecocks had the opportunity to get familiar with Nutter Field House, the site of the 
upcoming SEC Indoor Championships, at the McCravy Memorial Track Classic.  The first 
day of events saw a top finish from Olsen, who claimed third in the pole vault.  Hutchen 
turned in a fourth place finish in the long jump. 

The second day of competition included two Gamecock victories to cap off the best meet of 
the year so far. Reitze cleared a personal collegiate best of 17’9 ¾ in the pole vault to win 
his second event of the week. The women’s 4x400-meter relay claimed the other win.  The 
team of Green, Rucker, redshirt junior Nadonnia Rodriques and Bandy improved South 
Carolina’s top time this season by four seconds to win with a time of 3:39.21. The men’s 
4x400-meter relay of Gravesande, Carter, Winfrey and Royster took fourth at 3:13.04. Byrd 
ran the fastest 60-meter dash time for a freshman in the country in the season to date, 
taking second overall with a 6.67.  Royster placed third overall in the event with a personal 
best 6.80.  All-American Gravesande ran an early season best in the 400-meter dash at 
47.91 to take second overall.  Beckles placed third in the finals of the 60-meter dash with 
an 8.37.  Senior Louis Day placed third in the shot put on the men’s side while Vuckovich 
matched her season best to place sixth overall. Scheper took forth in the women’s high 
jump and Razick upped his personal best in the mile run for the second time in three 
weeks, taking eighth with at 4:12.08. 

New Balance Invitational at the Armory – New 
York, N.Y.
After traveling to New York City, the Gamecocks made their way to the first premiere indoor 
track meet of the season. On the first day, Beckles set the example for the young team by 
being the first Gamecock to qualify and place in a championship final.  Running an 8.28 
in both the prelims and the finals, the All-American placed fifth overall.  Allen placed fifth 
overall in the women’s 400-meter college section with a season best of 56.20 and Harris 
ran a 56.99 to finish 13th overall in her first collegiate appearance at The Armory. 

In day two of the competition, Scheper broke her own school record that she set three 
weeks earlier with a clearance of 6’0.  Scheper’s mark made her one of just seven women 
to clear 6’0 in the women’s high jump in the 11-year history of the New Balance Collegiate 
Invitational. The mark was also tied for the fourth best in the NCAA to that point of the sea-
son.  Earlier in the day, redshirt junior Dorian Johnson got the Gamecocks going by turning 
in a runner-up finish and season best mark of 48’8 ¼ in the triple jump. Reitze took second 
in the collegiate section with a top clearance of 17’4 ½ to continue his streak of placing 
first of second at every meet of the season.  The men’s 4x200-meter relay of Maxwell, 
Byrd, freshman Chris Walker and senior Nejmi Burnside cruised to a time of 1:27.71.  The 
women’s 4x200-meter team of Green, Johnson, senior Kelsey McCorkle and junior Asia 
Delaney placed fifth overall at 1:38.73. 

Tiger Paw Invitational – Clemson, S.C. & Tyson 
Invitational – Fayetteville, Ark.
South Carolina split into two squads to head to the Tiger Paw Invitational and the Tyson 
Invitational for a tune up heading into the SEC Indoor Championships.  At the Tiger Paw 
Invite in Clemson, S.C., the group was mainly comprised of middle distance and field event 
athletes.  The squad earned four top 10 finishes in Clemson – senior Vince DePiano in the 
men’s 1000-meter run, Mill in the mile and Radford and Vuckovich in the weight throw. 

The Gamecocks in Fayetteville were solid as Beckles, Hutchen and Byrd all improved their 
marks, hoping to aid their NCAA prospects. Beckles ran a season best time of 8.24 in the 
women’s 60-meter hurdle semis.  The time kept the All-American in the national top 12 in 
the event. Hutchen recorded a 24’9 ¼ in the long jump championship to capture sixth and 
to move into the national top 20. Byrd’s strong freshman indoor campaign continued with 
three runs in the 60-meter dash registering a 6.72 in the semis and the finals to place sixth 
over all.  The time maintained Byrd’s status as the fastest freshman in the NCAA in the 
indoor season and broke him into the national top 30.  In the second day of competition, 
senior Radiance Basden won the triple jump with the No. 7 mark in the nation.  Basden’s 
42’3 ½ in her third jump of the day secured her first win of the season and the mark put her 
third in the Gamecock record book. Beckles improved her top time in the 60-meter hurdles 
to 8.18 in the event finals to take third. The 4x400m relay team of Rucker, Green, Bandy 
and Rodriques continued to improve their season best, running a 3:37.25, good enough for 
fourth overall. 

Freshman Damiere Byrd made a successful transition from the football field to the track.
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Gamecock Invitational – Columbia, S.C.
Returning home before the SEC Indoor Championships, South Carolina hosted the 
Gamecock Invitational.  Beckles led the way again, breaking the 55-meter school record 
with a 7.55 to highlight the Gamecock’s 12 wins on the day. The 24th ranked women’s 
team picked up four more wins throughout the day – Radford captured the weight throw 
competition, sophomore Rachel Grochowski led a 1-2 finish in the mile with Fedewa, 
Davis triumphed in the long jump and Graham took the high jump.  Davis and Graham 
won after putting in a full day, with the multi-event athletes competing in four events each. 
The women also recorded runner up finishes by Bandy (55-meter dash), junior Ashley 
Hunter (400-meter dash) and redshirt sophomore Tylar Mangan (pole vault).  Mangan hit a 
personal best in the pole vault at 11’5 ¾. 

The men posted seven wins in their nine events on the day. The victories were highlighted 
by personal bests in the throwing events by a pair of redshirt juniors. Chris Campbell led 
a 1-2-3 Gamecock finish in the weight throw with his personal best of 54’3 ¾. Louis Day 
took the shot put with his personal best of 55’7 ¾. Both of the marks improved upon their 
previous PRs by over a foot. All-American Reitze took his third win of the pole vault season 
after missing the entire indoor season last year.  To round out the field events, Hutchen 
took the long jump and junior David Wilkins won the high jump.  Competing as the reigning 
SEC Freshman of the Week, Damiere Byrd ran the fourth-fastest 55-meter dash in school 
history, winning the event with a 6.24. The men’s 4x400-meter relay rounded out the wins 
on the day to bring the total to 12. 

SEC Indoor Championships – Lexington, Ky.
The Gamecocks made the return trip to Nutter Field House at the University of Kentucky 
for the SEC Indoor Championships. Freshman Chalese Davis kicked off the scoring by 
placing eighth overall in the women’s pentathlon.  Classmate Sarah Graham placed 11th 
overall, indicating that the future is bright in the multi events for South Carolina. In the 
men’s heptathlon, sophomore Chris Sharp competed the first two days of competition 
within striking distance of scoring, standing at ninth with his 2,804 points. 

In the second day of competition, three Gamecocks scored. Petra Olsen put the first points 
of the day up, placing sixth in the pole vault at 12’11 ½. Radford then added a point with 
an eighth-place finish in the shot put after setting another season best toss of 48’4 ½. 
Senior Stacee Roberts narrowly missed scoring, placing ninth. The women, now ranked 
22nd, saw another indicator of future success with Erika Rucker’s breakout performance 
in the 400-meter dash prelims. Heading into the meet with a pervious personal best time 
of 53.96, Rucker blazed through her heat at a time of 53.15 to take second overall in the 
35-person event and to qualify for the next day’s final. The freshman’s time pushed her into 
the nation’s top 12 and put her in line for a possible bid to the NCAA Championships. The 
time also ranked her ninth on the South Carolina all-time list, putting her in the company 
of Olympians such as Lashinda Demus, Natasha Hastings, Miki and Lisa Barber, Shevon 
Stoddart and Tiffany Ross-Williams in additions to NCAA Champions Demetria Washing-
ton, Brandi Cross and Stephanie Smith. Also on the second day at the SEC Champion-
ships, Kerrie Beckles began her quest in the 60-meter hurdles by finishing second in her 
heat to earn an automatic spot in the finals despite clipping the first hurdle. 

On the men’s side, Byrd qualified for the competitive 60-meter dash in his first appearance 
at the conference meet. The two-sport athlete crossed the line at 6.731 to finish third in 
his heat and seventh overall, positioning himself to score in Sunday’s final. After being just 
outside of the scoring spots the previous day in the heptathlon, Sharp improved to eighth 
to score the first points for the men’s squad. Overall, 26 Gamecocks recorded a season or 
personal best in Saturday’s events. 

In the final day of competition, the Gamecocks saw results.  Beckles, who hails from 
Pinelands, Barbados, turned in another record-breaking performance on her way to an 
SEC silver medal.  The All-American’s 8.11 set a new Barbados national record and sits 
atop the South Carolina record book alongside Olympic silver medalists Lashinda Demus’ 
8.11 from 2004.  The All-American Reitze also made it to the medal stand.  Reitze earned 
silver after claiming bronze in 2009 and 2010 (Reitze missed the 2011 season). The senior 
cleared an indoor personal best of 17’11 ¾ to extend the Gamecocks streak of posting a 
medalist in the men’s pole vault since 2009. Reitze and Arkansas’s Andrew Irwin dueled for 
the top spot all afternoon. Jeannelle Scheper rounded out the medaling for the Game-
cocks becoming just the second Gamecock woman to medal in the high jump at any SEC 
Championship – indoor or outdoor – when she cleared 5’11 ¾ on her first attempt. After her 
head-turning performance on Saturday, the freshman Rucker placed fourth overall in the 
women’s 400-meter dash at a personal best of 53.08. Senior Radiance Basden became 
the first Gamecock to score in the women’s triple jump at the SEC meet since 2006 with 
her fifth place finish at 41’5 ¼. The men’s distance medley relay team of Vince DePiano, 
Chris Walker, Thomas Gaither and Robert Razick ran the third-fastest time in school his-
tory to place fifth overall at 9:59.81.  Razick’s anchor of 4:07 highlighted the run which was 
the best finish for a Gamecock DMR at the SEC Championship since 2005. Byrd continued 
his stellar freshman campaign with a sixth-place finish in the 60-meter dash turning in a 
time of 6.78.  Byrd’s finish marked the first time a Gamecock scored in the men’s event 

since 2009 and was the top finish for a freshman at the event since two-time Olympian 
Terrence Trammell in 1998. The women’s 4x400m relay team scored, finishing sixth overall 
and the men’s edition of Gravesande, Winfrey, Stenner and Carter placed eighth at the 
season best time of 3:11.78. Dorian Johnson set a new personal best in the triple jump to 
place eighth overall at 49’11 to round out the scoring for South Carolina. 

The Gamecock men’s team finished ninth in the overall standings with 18 points while the 
women’s scored 31 to take 10th. 

NCAA Last Chance Qualifiers – Ames, Iowa & 
Blacksburg, Va. 
Twelve Gamecocks hit the road to participate in NCAA Last Chance Qualifiers. The 
women’s 4x400-meter relay quartet of Rucker, Rodriques, Green and Allen ran 3:36.87 to 
take third overall at the Iowa State meet. The rest of the Gamecocks competed at Virginia 
Tech and were led by a winning jump in the pole vault from Reitze with a clearance of 
17’8 ¼.  Royster won the men’s 200-meter dash at 21.70 for the second win of the day in 
Blacksburg.  Byrd and Hutchen earned third place finishes in their respective events.  Byrd 
ran 6.71 in the 60-meter dash and Hutchen jumped 24’1 ¾ in the long jump. 

NCAA Indoor Championships – Nampa, Idaho
South Carolina senior Marvin Reitze made his first and only NCAA Indoor Championships 
appearance count as he took silver medal honors in the men’s pole vault competition at 
a personal best and school-record mark of 18’0 ½ at the Jacksons Indoor Track and the 
Idaho Center.  At the event, Reitze and Arkansas freshman Andrew Irwin reignited their 
battle from the SEC Indoor Championships two weeks prior that saw Irwin get gold and 
Reitze win silver in Lexington, Ky. As the competition unfolded, it was clear that Reitze, 
Irwin and Oral Roberts’ Jack Whitt were the front-runners.  Reitze appeared to take the up-
per hand with two consecutive first-attempt clearances at 17’10 ½ and 18’0 ½. Holding the 
advantage with the bar raised to 18’2 ½ (5.55m), Reitze was forced to clear the bar after 
Irwin cleared on his final attempt, but the Gamecock senior clipped the bar on his three 
attempts. With a new personal best for the second time in three weeks, Reitze concluded 
his indoor season having finished first or second in every meet of the season.

In the women’s high jump, Scheper put together a strong performance for a sophomore 
making her first NCAA appearance. After a miscue on the opening bar (5’7), Scheper 
posted first-attempt clearances at both 5’8 ¾ and 5’10 to secure a spot in the top eight. Her 
finish earned a point for the women’s team and first team All-America honors for the St. 
Lucia native. The high jump All-America certificate was the first of it’s kind for a woman in 
the Garnet and Black. Beckles and Rucker also competed on the first day of the champion-
ships.  Beckles finished 13th overall in the 60-meter hurdles at 8.24 and Rucker took 11th 
in the prelims of the 400-meter dash at 53.54.  

Reitze and Scheper both earned first team All-America honors while Beckles and Rucker 
earned second team honors for their performances at the NCAA Indoor Championships.

The SEC honored Marvin Reitze and Kierre Beckles with Second Team All-SEC honors.  
Freshman Erica Rucker earned SEC All-Freshman honors and was named SEC Freshman 
Indoor Runner of the Year. 

Marvin Reitze won silver in the pole vault at the NCAA Indoor Championships
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2012outdoor Review
Shamrock Invitational – Conway, S.C.
The Gamecocks kicked off their outdoor season at Coastal Carolina and earned four 
wins in the first day of competition.  On the men’s side, junior Jarrod Hutchen got the long 
jump victory with a best mark of 24’2 ½ and the 4x200m relay team crossed the finish line 
first with a 1:24.03. The women’s 4x200m relay also earned the win, setting a Shamrock 
Invitational meet record of 1:36.21. Freshman Chalese Davis earned the final win of the 
day in the long jump at 19’0. In his first meet as a Gamecock, redshirt freshman Joshua 
Suttmeier placed third in the javelin throw.  His mark of 224’8 was the second-best mark in 
program history. 

On the second day of the meet, South Carolina earned a win from sophomore Clayton 
Gravesande in the 400-meter dash and Davis picked up her second win in as many days 
after getting the win in the 100-meter hurdles. The Gamecocks also picked up runner-
up finishes from junior Nadonnia Rodriques (400-meter dash), junior Breanna Radford 
(shot put), redshirt-freshman James Adams (triple jump) and sophomore Chris Royster 
(100-meter dash). 

The women’s squad won the inaugural Shamrock Invitational Mayor’s Relay Cup which is 
given to the male and female teams with the highest point total at the conclusion of the four 
relay events (4x100m, 4x200m, 4x400m, 4x800m) The South Carolina women won the 
4x200m and the 4x400m, both a meet record times to bolster their score. The men finished 
just behind St. Augustine in the Mayor’s Relay Cup standings despite winning the 4x100m 
and the 4x200m. 

Weems Baskin Invitational – Columbia, S.C.
Hosting their first outdoor meet of the season, the Gamecocks posted 10 wins at a 
weather-shorted Weems Baskin Invitational.  The men earned seven wins while the 
women put up three. Suttmeier improved his mark from the week before to win his first col-
legiate competition at 224’2. Hutchen won his second event in a row with the eighth-best 
mark in program history at 24’8 ½. In women’s triple jump action, senior Radiance Basden 
earned the win at 42’5 ¼ to move to fourth on the gamecock outdoor all-time list. Basden 
also finished third in the 400-meter hurdles. 

Sophomore Petra Olsen won the women’s pole vault at her outdoor collegiate best mark of 
12’5 ½.  Seniors Marvin Reitze and Matt Schuler went 1-2 in the men’s pole vault. 

The Gamecocks swept the men’s and women’s 400-meter dash as Gravesande won the 
men’s section at 47.42 and senior Nadonnia Rodriques won the women’s race at 53.79.  
Royster won the men’s 100-meter dash at 10.47 with freshman Damiere Byrd just behind 
at 10.72 in his outdoor debut. Junior Robert Razick won the men’s 1,500-meter run at 
3:56.92 and senior Beatrice Biwott took second in the women’s 1,500-meter at 4:40.53. 

Freshman Erica Rucker won the women’s 80-meter dash at a time of 2:10.25. Freshman 
Juan Stenner placed second overall and first among collegians in the 400-meter hurdles 
with a time of 52.73.  The only runner to cross before him was World Championships quali-
fier and 2010 NCAA Champion Johnny Dutch who finished at 50.66.  Sophomore Emily 
Laurence took third in the women’s javelin throw at 136’3, just three centimeters shy of 
her mark at last year’s SEC Outdoor Championships that ranked second in the Gamecock 
record books. 

North Florida Invitational – Jacksonville, Fla. 
Junior Breanna Radford captured the sole Gamecock win on day one in Jacksonville, 
leading a 1-2-3 finish in the women’s shot put.  Radford’s best mark of 495 ½ was fol-
lowed by senior Katie Vuckovich and senior Stacee Roberts.  Olsen (pole vault), Davis 
(100-meter hurdles) and Biwott (3,000-meter steeplechase) all captured runner-up spots. 
Olsen matched her collegiate best that she set the week prior at the meet.  Sophomore 
Penny Boswell ran a PR of 36:53.83 in the 10,000-meter run to take fourth overall and to 
move to fourth in the Gamecock record books. Razick took fifth in the 1,500-meter run at a 
season-best time of 3:55.07.  Reitze and Schuler hit the same marks as the week prior and 
took third and fourth, respectively.   

In the second day of the meet, South Carolina captured three wins and three runner-up 
finishes before weather forced the cancellation of half of the events. The Gamecocks 
swept the men’s and women’s high jump and also earned a win in the women’s triple 
jump.  David Wilkins won the men’s high jump at a season best mark of 6’9 ½, clearing 
two inches more than the second-place finisher. Scheper also out-jumped the women’s 
second-place athlete by two inches with her winning mark of 5’9 ¾. Basden rounded out 
the victories for the Gamecocks with a mark of 40’3 ¼ in the triple jump. Both 4x100-meter 
relay teams placed second overall.  The women’s team of Asia Delaney, Melekia Simpson, 
Chalese Davis and Tamera Harris ran a season-best time of 46:08 while the men’s team 
of Andre Carter, Chris Royster, Clayton Gravesande and Eric Winfrey recorded a 40.40.  
Davis also took second in the women’s 100-meter hurdles before the weather caused the 
meet to be shortened. 

Gamecock Open Meet – Columbia, S.C.
Twelve schools from the states of South Carolina and Georgia competed at the Gamecock 
Open Meet and the Gamecocks came away with 11 wins in the final home meet of the 
season. The men earned wins in the pole vault form Marvin Reitze and discus from Chris 

Campbell.  Reitze led a 1-2 finish with teammate Matt Schuler.  Reitze cleared a season 
best 17’6 ½. Campbell’s mark in the discus was also a season best at 147’0. 

On the women’s side, South Carolina posted wins in nine of the 12 events on the day, in-
cluded a clean sweep in each running event that a Gamecock participated in at the Weems 
Baskin Track. Sophomore Emily Laurence got the day going with a victory in the javelin.  
Laurence recorded a personal best of 136-08 to move into the No. 2 spot in the Gamecock 
record book. Junior Melekia Simpson swept the short sprints with wins in the 100-meter 
dash and the 200-meter dash.  Freshman Morgan Allman ran a season best time of 
2:21.84 in the 800-meter run and Meredith Mill won the 3,000-meter steeplechase in her 
first collegiate attempt. The Gamecocks went 1-2 in both the 1,500-meter run (Megan 
Rother and Erin Fedewa) and the 5,000-meter run (Bryttin Boyde and Kelly Newcomb).  
The Gamecocks also earned field event wins in the long jump (Ceci Kryst) and the pole 
vault (Megan Wall). Wall matched a season best at 11’5 ¾ and sophomore Kelley Fischer 
took second for South Carolina.

Florida Relays – Gainesville, Fla.
Up next, South Carolina traveled to 
the prestigious Pepsi Florida Relays. 
Competing in all of the opening day’s 
open events, many Gamecocks 
recorded season best marks. 

Freshman Erica Rucker opened 
her outdoor season as the reigning 
SEC Indoor Freshman of the Year 
at the meet and set the top mark in 
the nation for a freshman at 53/17 to 
place seventh among all collegians.  
It also placed her in the national 
top 10 overall in the event.  Olsen 
and Wall both hit outdoor collegiate 
bests in the women’s pole vault in 
Gainesville.  Olsen moved up to No. 
6 in the Gamecock record books 
with a clearance of 12’9 ½.  Wall hit 
a new personal best for the second 
time in three days.  

Freshman Juan Stenner ran the 
third-fastest freshman time in the na-
tion to place 12th among collegians 
in the men’s 400-meter hurdles 
at 52.11. On the women’s side, 
sophomore Amber Allen took 10th 
among collegians with a season best 
time of 59.66, besting her season opening time in the event by three seconds.  Suttmeier 
earned the final top 10 finish for South Carolina on the first day, finishing ninth in the men’s 
javelin throw at 199’3. 

On the second day of action, the Gamecocks placed in the top-five in five events, high-
lighted by Radford’s women’s shot put win.  Radford threw a personal best 50’5 ½ to post 
the first Gamecock win at the prestigious event since 2010.  Her park ranked fourth in the 
SEC with one month to go before the SEC Outdoor Championships. Reitze took second in 
the pole vault, his second top-two finish in as many meets. Louis Day finished third in the 
men’s shot put, for the schools best finish in the event since 2009. 

The focus of the final day of competition was the relays.  The Gamecock men responded 
with season best times in all three that they competed in with the 4x200-meter relay team 
of Carter, Royster, Winfrey, and Gravesande fourth-place finish with the fourth-best time in 
program history at 1;22.76. Gravesande Winfrey and Royster teamed with Damiere Byrd 
in the 4x100-meter relay to place sixth at 39.92.  The women’s 4x200-meter relay team of 
Bandy, McKorkle, Rodriques and Green took sixth overall at 1:35.43 for the best finish of 
the three women’s relay teams.  

Spec Town Invitational – Athens, Ga. 
The Gamecocks opened the two-day Spec Towns Invitational in Athens, Ga., with several 
season and personal bests in three women’s field events. Radford upped her personal 
best in the shot put for the second consecutive week, placing second with her 50’9 ½. Ceci 
Kryst also recorded a PR in her triple jump performance, hitting a mark of 38’2 ¼ to place 
seventh overall.  Dorian Johnson took fifth overall in the men’s triple jump with a 46’6 ¼. 

Reitze, McCorkle, Rucker, Lampe and two women’s relay teams posted six wins in the 
final day of competition. McCorkle earned her first win of the season in the 200-meter dash 
at 23.83 as one of three Gamecocks to finish top six in the event. Rucker captured the 
400-meter in her second outdoor appearance and Kayla Lampe took the 5,000-meter run.  
The 4x100-meter relay team of Amber Allen, Kelsey McCorkle, Christal Green and Vashti 
Bandy took victory at a season best 45.68 and the 4x400m relay team consisting of Allen, 

Juan Stenner gets out of the blocks
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Rucker, Green and Nadonnia Rodriques won as well. 

Emily Laurence set a new person best in the javelin, eclipsing her earlier mark by over five 
feet at 143’8.  She placed third overall. Olsen also hit a new outdoor PR Saturday, clearing 
13’4 ¼, to place third in the pole vault.  The mark was good enough to move her up to 
second in the Gamecock record book, just two inches shy of the all-time mark. Lampe 
was the top side of a 1-2 South Carolina finish in the 5,000-meter with Penny Boswell just 
behind her. The Gamecocks also went 1-2 in the 400-meter dash with Rucker’s win and 
Rodriques’ second-place finish. 

Royster led the men’s squad with a coming in second in the 100-meter dash and third in 
the 200-meter dash. Freshman Eric Winfrey also posted top five times in the two events, 
taking fourth in the 100m and fifth in the 200m.  Gravesande placed second in the men’s 
400-meter at a season best and Razick also claimed a second place spot, his in the 
1,500-meter run. Gravesande also was a player in the relay races as the 4x100m took 
second and the 4x400m team placed third.  

South Carolina took second in both the men’s and women’s long jump thanks to Kryst and 
Hutchen.  Chalese Davis took third in the 100-meter hurdles at 13.83 with Sarah Gram 
hitting a season best of 14.99 to place fourth. Stenner cracked the school’s top 10 in the 
400-meter hurdles at a season best 51.76 and Louis Day took third in the shot put with a 
season best 55’9. 

Penn Relays – Philadelphia, Pa.
After taking a week off, the Gamecocks traveled to Philadelphia for the 118th running of the 
Penn Relays at Franklin Field. Petra Olsen started the week in historic fashion, setting the 
women’s pole vault college section event record after posting the win at 13’4 ¼ (4.07m).  
Olsen broke the two-year old record by half an inch and the mark matched her outdoor 
personal best that was set two weeks prior at the Spec Towns Invitational.  Breanna 
Radford also set a PR on the first day of competition with her fourth place finish in the shot 
put championship section at 51’9 ¾ (15.79m) moving her to sixth in the Gamecock record 
books. Freshman Kayla Lampe ran a season best time of 17:05.85 in the 5,000-meter 
run to place 17th overall and Beatrice Biwott took ninth in the 3,000-meter steeplechase. 
South Carolina also earned top-15 finishes from sophomore Amber Allen in the 400-meter 
hurdles as well as the 4x400-meter relay that placed 10th overall at 3:39.76. 

The South Carolina quartet of Byrd, Royster, Carter and Winfrey advanced to the Cham-
pionship of American final in the 4x200-meter relay on the second day of competition. 
The four ran 1:24.08 with Winfrey edging North Carolina A&T over the final 100 meters to 
secure the finals berth by winning their heat.  The Gamecock men also qualified for the 
4x100-meter and the 4x400-meter college finals. Byrde, Royster, Winfrey and Graves-
ande placed ninth in the 4x100m with a 40.47 while Gravesande, Carter, Juan Stenner 
and Chris Walker ran 3:13.36 to place 18th overall in the 4x400m.  The South Carolina 
women placed 13th in the 4x200-meter relay with McCorkle, Bandy, Green and Allen 
running a 1:38.91. Two men’s medley relays competed as well.  The distance medley relay 
(1200-400-800-1600) team of Razick, Redic, Keating and Novak ran 10:50.29 to take 
16th overall and the sprint medley (200-200-400-800) team of Walker, Nejmi Burnside, 
Redic and Thomas Gaither placed 27th at 3:34.76.  Louis Day placed ninth in the shot put 
with a throw of 54’5 ½ (16.60m) and freshman Chalese Davis placed 16th in the women’s 
100-meter hurdles at 13.96. Dorian Johnson competed in the long jump on the day as well, 
placing 14th with a best jump of 22’4 ½ (6.82m).

Marvin Reitze capped South Carolina’s weekend in record-setting fashion by winning the 
men’s pole vault championship at a school record 18’1 (5.51m). For his efforts, Reitze was 

named the Outstanding Men’s 
Athlete of the Meet which is 
presented to one individual 
event athlete each year by the 
Philadelphia Sportswriter’s 
Association. Reitze bested 
the second-place finisher by 
over one foot and became 
just the ninth person ever to 
clear 18 feet at Penn Relays 
and the first to do so in 10 
years. 

Dorian Johnson took a 
runner-up finish in the men’s 
triple jump with a best attempt 
of 49’1 (14.96m). In the 
throws, Joshua Suttmeier 
placed six in the javelin throw 
championship at 219’10 
(67.03m) and Andrew Seay 

took 15th in the hammer throw 
at 169’11 (51.81m). The 4x200-

meter relay returned to action on the final day of action, running a 1:23.24 in front of a 
national television audience.  The time was the seventh-fastest time in program history and 
gave the team a third place finish in the Championship of America. In the only women’s 
event of the day, the 4x400-meter relay team of Christal Green, Amber Allen, Kelsey Mc-
Corkle and Vashti Bandy placed seventh overall at 3:42.02. 

Bob Pollock Invitational – Clemson, S.C.
Working to improve going into the SEC Outdoor Championships, the Gamecocks 
competed in the Bob Pollock Invitational. Hutchen highlighted the day with his jump to No. 
2 in the Gamecock record books with his 26’1 ¾ to win the long jump. The mark ranked 
him second in the SEC heading to the conference championships and put him since into 
national qualifier considerations as he sits third in all of NCAA Division I. 

Breanna Radford cracked the Gamecock top 10 in the women’s hammer throw at a per-
sonal best 170’3 (51.89m) to claim the win in the event.  Radford is the first to break into 
the top-10 list in six years.  She also won the shot put at 50’3 ½ to lead a 1-2 finish with 
freshman Kaysee Sullivan (48’2 ¾ // 14.70m). 

The Gamecock men had a trio of third-place finishes with Eric Winfrey and Juan Stenner 
taking third in the 400-meter dash and the 400-meter hurdles, respectively, and Matt 
Schuler placing third in the men’s pole vault.  Schuler’s 17’3 (5.26m) was a season best. 

Megan Wall hit a personal best in the women’s pole vault with a clearance of 12’0 (3.66m) 
to place eighth overall.  Ceci Kryst hit a personal best in the triple jump at 39’0 ½ (11.90m) 
to finish fifth overall after taking seventh in the long jump at 18’7 ¼ (5.67m). 

South Carolina earned wins in the men’s and women’s 4x100-meter relays. The men’s 
team of Byrd, Gravesande, Royster and Winfrey ran 40.04 and the women’s team of 
Bandy, Green, Harris and Allen ran 46.17. Andrew Seay hit a season best in the men’s 
hammer throw at 173’10 (52.98m) to take seventh. 

SEC Outdoor Championships – Baton Rouge, La. 
South Carolina freshman Sarah Graham 
began her first SEC Outdoor Champion-
ships appearance with a strong sowing 
in the women’s heptathlon on the first 
day of competition at Bernie Moore Track 
Stadium at LSU. Graham finished four of 
seven events on the first day of competi-
tion, matching or setting collegiate bests 
in the high jump and the 200-meter dash. 
She finished the day with 2,766 points. 

Freshman Andrew Seay scored the first 
points of the meet for South Carolina on 
the second day of competition, throwing 
a personal best of 152’8 (46.53 in the 
men’s hammer throw to place eighth.  
The mark bested his pervious top mark 
by nearly two meters as he continued 
South Carolina’s even-year streak of 
having a man score in the hammer throw 
at the SEC meet. 

Sophomore Amber Allen ran a personal 
collegiate best in the 400-meter hurdles 
to take second in her heat and to qualify 
for Sunday’s final, her second straight 
berth into the event finals at the SEC Championships.  Freshman Tamera Harris also ran 
a personal collegiate best of 1:00.72 to place 12th overall. Chris Royster qualified for the 
men’s 200-meter dash finals after placing seventh in the prelims with a time of 21:10, 
setting him up for his first SEC final on Sunday. Freshman Eric Winfrey took 10th overall, 
missing out on the finals by one spot. 

Graham concluded the final three events of the heptathlon competition, finishing 10th 
overall with 4,209. She set her third collegiate best of the competition in the long jump. 

On Saturday, the Gamecocks earned 20 points with half of them coming from its strong 
underclassmen group, 

One day after Seay extended the streak of South Carolina men scoring in the hammer 
throw, the women’s throws group matched a Gamecock record with three athletes scoring 
in the women’s shot put finals.  Junior Breana Radford, senior Stacee Roberts and fresh-
man Kaysee Sullivan placed fourth, sixth and eighth, respectively, to add nine points to the 
women’s score.  

Scheper set the Gamecock outdoor school record in the women’s high jump with a 
fifth-place finish at 6’0 (1.83m) Scheper was one of five athletes to top out at 6’0, but the 
All-American and indoor medalist was fifth in the tiebreaker due to misses during the 
competition.  The sophomore from St. Lucia now holds both the indoor and outdoor school 
records at South Carolina. 

Sophomore pole vaulter Petra Olsen took sixth in the women’s pole vault with a clearance 
of 13’4 ¼ (4.07m) to put three points on the board for the Gamecocks.  Emily Laurence, 
another sophomore, placed seventh in the javelin throw, becoming just the third Gamecock 
woman to score in the javelin throw in back-to-back seasons. 

Senior Beatrice Biwott placed seventh overall and scored in the women’s 3,000-meter 
steeplechase, becoming the first in program history to score all four seasons at the outdoor 
championships in the steeplechase. Robert Razick automatically qualified for the men’s 
1,500-meter finals for the second consecutive year and set a new PR of 3:49.84 in the 
prelims.  

Gravesande put together his finest performance as a Gamecock Saturday after setting 
a new personal best in the 400-meter dash at 45.93 to qualify for the finals.  The time 
also pushes him to fourth all-time in the Gamecock record books.  Royster qualified for 
his second final of the weekend (also qualifying for the 200m) after placing seventh in 
the 100-meter dash prelims at a personal best 10.34. Freshman Damiere Byrd took 11th 
overall at a season best 10.42. 

SEC Indoor Freshman Runner of the Year Erika Rucker made the 400-meter dash finals 
after taking ninth in the prelims at 53.36.  Freshman Chalese Davis qualified for the 
women’s 100-meter hurdles after placing ninth in the prelims at 13.66, a season best in the 

Petra Olsen after setting the women’s pole vault college sec-
tion record to win at Penn Relays

Sarah Graham
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event. Davis also matched her collegiate best in the long jump, taking 16th place. 

In the final day of competition, senior Marvin Reitze was the highlight, taking the bronze 
medal after clearing 18’0 ½ (5.50m). The medal marked the fourth straight year that the 
Gamecocks have medaled in the event. Matt Schuler took eighth overall to also score for 
the Gamecocks.  Redshirt junior Louis Day narrowly missed setting a new personal best in 
the men’s shot put, at 55’8 ¼.  Day’s sixth place finish added three more points to the total. 

The men’s 4x100- meter relay of Royster, Byrd, Gravesande and Winfrey placed them 
fourth overall with a time of 39.96. The women’s 4x100-meter relay of Delaney, McCorkle, 
bandy and Allen improved their chances of qualify for regionals after running a season best 
of 45.27 to take sixth. 

In the 4x400-meter relay action, the 
women’s team of Rucker Rodriques, Allen 
and Green took fourth overall at 3:34.77 
while the men’s team of Gravesande, 
Carter, Stenner and Winfrey took sixth at 
3:08.31. 

Royster pulled double-duty Sunday 
as a finalist in both the 100-meter and 
200-meter dashes.  He ran 10.36 in the 
100-meter to place sixth, the top finish for 
a Gamecock since Olympian Leroy Dixon 
took fifth in 2006. Royster rebounded just 
40 minutes later to run the 200-meter 
where he placed seventh overall at 21.02.  
Royster is one of seven Gamecock men 
to score in both sprint events at the SEC 
meet. 

Dorian Johnson set a new personal 
best and triple jumped up to No. 9 in the 
Gamecock record books after placing sev-
enth overall at 50’6 (15.39m).  Johnson 
is just the fourth Gamecock man to score 
in the triple jump at the SEC Outdoor 
Championships. 

Amber Allen ran a 1:01.00 in the 
400-meter hurdles by placing sixth overall, 
scoring for the second consecutive year. 
The Gamecocks have scored in the intermediate hurdles at the SEC Outdoor Champion-
ships every year since 1999. Chalese Davis took seventh overall in the 100-meter hurdles 
at her collegiate best time of 13.60. South Carolina has also scored in the high hurdles at 
the SEC Outdoor Championships every year since 1999. 

Gravesande scored individual at the SEC meet for the first time after placing seventh 
overall at 46.82 in the 400-meter. 

One of the biggest performances of the day came from freshman Kayla Lampe who 
placed eighth in the 5,000-meter run at a personal best 16:55.82.  Lampe is just the fourth 
Gamecock to ever score in the event at the meet and the first since 1998.  In addition, 
Lampe is the first South Carolina freshman to score in the event and moves to No. 3 in the 
program’s all-time record book.

In the women’s triple jump, senior Radiance Basden placed eighth overall to score with 
a best jump of 40’8 ¼ (12.40m). Erika Rucker narrowly missed scoring in the women’s 
400-meter final with a time of 53.68 to take ninth overall. 

The South Carolina men and women both placed ninth overall with the women scoring 35 
points and the men 33.  

NCAA Regionals – Jacksonville, Fla.
On the first day of competition at the NCAA East Preliminary at Hodges Stadium on the 
campus of the University of North Florida, a pair of first-year Gamecocks punched their 
tickets to the NCAA Outdoor Championships. Redshirt freshman Joshua Suttmeier ad-
vanced in the javelin throw and junior transfer Jarrod Hutchen advanced in the long jump 
to start the weekend for the Gamecocks. 

Suttmeier hit a personal best and placed fourth overall in the javelin at 231’4 (70.53m). 
He is the first Gamecock to advance to the final round since Erik Heymann also did so as 
a redshirt freshman in 2007. For the second consecutive meet, Suttmeier improved his 
personal best. 

Hutchen turned in a mark of 25-0 (7.62m) in the long jump to finish seventh and punch his 
ticket to Des Moines.  Hutchen is the first long jumper to advance since Greg Cryer did so 
in 2006. 

Breanna Radford came inches from qualifying for national’s in the shot put after placing 
15th overall at 51’10 ¾. 

In the second day of competition, three more Gamecock underclassmen locked up bids to 
the NCAA Outdoor Championships after finishing in the top 12 of their respective events. 

Sophomore Petra Olsen became their third Gamecock to earn a bid to Des Moines after 
taking 19th overall in the pole vault at 13’3 ½ (4.05m).  Olsen’s bid comes after the Sweed-
ish national missed all but one meet of the 2011 outdoor season due to injury. 

Freshman Erika Rucker continued to excel in her first collegiate season by advancing to 
Des Moines in the 400-meter dash at a personal best time of 52.58, making her the only 
freshman to advance to the finals in the 400-meter dash from the East Preliminary Round. 

Sophomore Jeannelle Scheper was the third Gamecock to punch their ticket to the NCAA 
Outdoor Championships.  Scheper was one of eight athletes to clear 5’11 ¼ on the day. 

Beatrice Biwott hit a huge personal best in the 3,000-meter steeplechase at 10:13.81 to 
place 13th, just one spot out of the final qualifying spot for Des Monies.  The time improved 
upon her school record mark. 
Marvin Reitze earned the right to try to avenge his NCAA Indoor silver medal by advancing 
in the men’s pole vault on the final day of competition. 

The Gamecocks ran the men’s 4x100-meter relay combination of Carter, Royster, Graves-
ande and Winfrey for the first time since April 14 due to the unavailability of Damiere Byrd. 
The quartet responded by running a season best 39.67 to earn an automatic berth to the 
NCAA Championships. The women’s 4x100-meter relay of Delaney, McCorkle, Bandy and 
Allen took fifth overall in the second heat at a season-best 45.06, but the heat probed to be 
the most competitive, and the Gamecocks were the 12th and final qualifier for national’s at 
that time. 

South Carolina also advanced the 4x400-meter relay time of Rucker, Rodriques, Allen and 
Green that took fifth overall at a season best time of 3:33.91.  

NCAA Outdoor Championships – Des Moines, Iowa
Petra Olsen hit a school record in the pole vault in her first career appearance at the NCAA 
Outdoor Championships to lead the Gamecocks on the first of four days of competition 
at Drake Stadium.  Olsen placed 12th overall at 13’7 ¼ (4.15m) to earn second team All-
America honors.  She is the first Gamecock woman to earn All-America honors in the pole 
vault since Kylene Nixon did so in the 1998 season. 

Freshman Erika Rucker took 15th overall in the 400-meter semifinals at 52.95 to earn her 
second All-America nod of the season.  The men and women competed in the 4x100-
meter relay with the men’s team taking 12th and the women’s team finishing 22nd.  The 
men’s quartet of Carter, Royster, Gravesande and Winfrey ran a season-best 39.60 and 
the women’st eam of McCorkle, Delaney, Bandy and Allen ran 45.48. 

Junior Jarrod Hutchen was the last Gamecock to hit the track Wednesday, but he could 
not rebound from the leg injury that hampered him at the NCAA East Preliminary meet.  
Hutchen fouled his first attempt before passing on his final two attempts due to injury. 

Sophomore Joshua Suttmeier was the second Gamecock in as many days to break a 
school record as he led the Gamecocks in day two of competition at the 2012 NCAA 
Outdoor Championships.  Suttmeier threw 238-6 (72.69m), a personal best, on his first 
attempt of the day to break the 15-year old record set by Jason LaBarbera in 1997. 
Suttmeier finished ninth overall in what many called the most competitive field in NCAA 
history, giving him second-team All-America honors.  The certificate is the first for a male in 
the javelin throw at South Carolina.

The women’s 4x400-meter relay took 11th overall in the semifinals at a season-best time 
of 3:31.60.  The team bested the previous season high by two seconds with Rodriques 
running at 52.56 in the anchor leg. 

South Carolina wrapped up its run with Marvin Reitze and Jeannelle Scheper locking up 
second team All-America honors with top 16 finishes in their events.  Reitze cleared 17’4 
½ (5.30m) on his second attempt to place 14th overall in the men’s pole vault competition.  
The NCAA Indoor silver medalist passed at 17’8 ½ (5.40m) but missed on three attempts 
at 18;0 (5.50m) to miss out on a chance at gold.

Scheper placed 16th at 5’10 ½ (1.79m) in her first appearance at the NCAA Outdoor 
Championships. A first team All-American during the indoor season, Scheper - who did not 
get a chance to practice this week prior to her competition due to illness - missed out on 
scoring by one bar.

Chris Royster crosses the finish line

Jeannelle Scheper is the first high jump All-American in South Carolina history.



  
2012 in review

 78 2013 South Carolina Track and Field  2013 South Carolina Track and field 79

INDOOR TOP TIMES

60-Meter Dash
1. Damiere Byrd 2/10 6.72
2. Chris Royster 1/28 6.80
3. Chris Maxwell 1/28 7:15

200-Meter Dash
1. Chris Royster 2/11 21.50
2. Damiere Byrd 1/28 21.89
3. Chris Walker 2/25 21.95
4. Chris Maxwell 1/21 22.06

400-Meter Dash
1. Clayton Gravesande 2/25 47.86
2. Andre Carter 2/25 48.43
3. Eric Winfrey 1/28 48.61
4. Chris Walker 2/25 49.09
5. Thomas Gaither 1/28 49.63

800-Meter Run
1. Juan Stenner 2/25 1:53.21
2. Drew Ricci 1/28 1:56.08
3. Kevin Keating 2/25 1:56.89
4. Thomas Gaither 2/25 1:57.98
5. Robert Razick 1?28 2:00.23

Mile Run
1. Robert Razick 1/28 4:12.08

3,000-Meter Run
1. Robert Razick 1/14 8:29.84

60-Meter Hurdles
1. Chris Sharp 1/28 8.77

4x400-Meter Relay
1. Gravesande,  Winfrey,  2/26 3:11.78
 Stenner, Carter
2. Gravesande, Carter 2/4 3:12.86
 Winfrey, Maxwell
3. Gravesande, Carter 1/28 3:13.04
 Winfrey, Royster 
4. Gravesande, Maxwell 1/14 3:15.91
 Gaither, Winfrey
5. Gravesande, Winfrey 1/21 3:16.09
 Royster, Maxwell

High Jump
1. David Wilkins 2/25 6-09.50
2. Chris Sharp 1/14 6-03.25

Pole Vault
1. Marvin Reitze 3/9 18-00.50
2. Colin Buxton 1/25 14-05.25

Long Jump
1. Jarrod Hutchen 2/10 24-09.25
2. Dorian Johnson 2/3 22-08.75
3. Chris Sharp 2/24 21-10.75

Triple Jump
1. Dorian Johnson 2/26 49-11.00
2. James Adams 1/13 45-11.25

Shot Put
1. Louis Day 2/18 55-07.75

35-Pound Weight
1. Chris Campbell 2/18 54-03.75
2. Louis Day 2/25 53-11.00
3. Andrew Seay 2/18 53-08.50

Heptathlon
1. Chris Sharp 2/25 4,944 pts

Outdoor Top Times

100-Meter Dash
1. Chris Royster 5/12 10.34 
2. Damiere Byrd 5/12 10.42 
3. Eric Winfrey 3/30 10.61
4. Chris Walker 5/5 10.70 
5. Chris Maxwell 4/14 10.76 

200-Meter Dash
1. Chris Royster 4/14 20.91 
2. Eric Winfrey 5/11 21.20 
3. Damiere Byrd 5/5 21.21
4. Chris Walker 5/5 21.36 
5. Chris Maxwell 3/16 21.57

400-Meter Dash
1. Clayton Gravesande 5/12 45.93
2. Eric Winfrey 5/5 47.68
3. Andre Carter 3/24 47.72

800-Meter Run
1. Thomas Gaither 5/5 1:53.66
2. Kevin Keating 5/11 1:54.61
3. Robert Razic 3/30 1:55.54
4. Isaiah Hilton 5/11 1:56.90
5. Daniel Novak 3/30 1:57.58

1,500-Meter Run
1. Robert Razick 5/12 3:49.84
2. Daniel Novak 4/12 4:03.28

400-Meter Hurdles
1. Juan Stenner 4/14 51.76
2. Nejmi Burnside 4/14 53.74

4x100-Meter Relay
1. Carter, Royster, 6/6 39.60
 Gravesande, Winfrey
2. Byrd, Royster,  4/7 39.92
 Gravesande, Winfrey  
3. Royster, Byrd, 5/13 39.96
 Gravesande, Winfrey
4. Carter, Gravesande, 4/14 40.32
 Winfrey, Royster
5. Maxwell, Carter, 3/24 41.67
 Hutchen, Burnside

4x200-Meter Relay
1. Carter, Royster,  4/7 1:22.76
 Winfrey, Gravesande
2. Byrd, Royster, 4/28 1:23.24
 Gravesande, Winfrey
3. South Carolina A 3/16 1:24.03
4. Byrd, Royster, 4/27 1:24.08
 Carter, WInfrey

4x400-Meter Relay
1. Gravesande, Carter 5/13 3:08.31
 Stenner, Winfrey
2. Gravesande, Carter 5/26 3:08.67
 Royster, Winfrey
3. Gravesande, Carter, 4/7 3:09.41
 Royster, Stenner

High Jump
1. David Wilkins 4/4 6-09.75

Pole Vault
1. Marvin Reitze 4/28 18-01.00
2. Matt Shuler 5/5 17-03.00

Long Jump
1. Jarrod Hutchen 5/5 26-01.75
2. Dorian Johnson 4/14 22-10.50

Triple Jump
1. Dorian Johnson 5/13 50-06.00
2. James Adams 3/17 46-06.75

Shot Put
1. Louis Day 4/14 55-09.00

Hammer
1. Andrew Seay 5/11 182-10
2. Trey Suhrstedt 3/24 147-00

Discus
1. Chris Campbell 4/4 147-00
2. Louis Day 3/24 146-09
3. Andrew Seay 4/14 144-07
4. Trey Suhrstedt 4/4 132-04

Javelin
1. Joshua Suttmeier 6/6 238-06

2011 SCHEDULE

Indoor Schedule
January
13-14 Virginia Tech Invite Blacksburg, Va.
21 Auburn Invitational Auburn, Ala.
25 SC Indoor Meet Columbia, S.C.
27-28 McCravy Memorial Lexington, Ky.
February
3-4 New Balance Invite New York, N.Y.
10-11 Tyson Invitational Fayetteville, Ark.
10-11 Tiger Paw Invitational Clemson, S.C.
18 Gamecock Invitational Columbia, S.C.
24-26 SEC Indoors Lexington, Ky.
March
3 Last Chance Meet Blacksburg, Va.
9-10 NCAA Indoors Lexington, Ky.

Outdoor Schedule
March
16-17 Shamrock Invitational Conway, S.C.
24 Weems Baskin Relays Columbia, S.C.
April
4 Gameock Open Meet Columbia, S.C.
6-7 Florida Relays Gainesville, Fla.
13-14 Spec Town Relays Athens, Ga.
26-28 Penn Relays Philadelphia, Pa.
May
5 Tar Heel Qualifier Chapel Hill, N.C.
11-13 SEC Outdoors Baton Rouge, La.
24-26 NCAA Preliminaries Jacksonville, Fla.
June
6-9 NCAA Outdoor Finals Des Moines, Iowa

In his first season in the Garnet and Black, Joshua Suttmeier broke the 15 year-old javelin school record at the 
NCAA Outdoor Championships with a throw of 238-06 to earn a second-team All-America recognition.

As a sophomore, Chris Royster became one of 
seven Gamecocks to score in both the 100m and 
200m at the SEC Championships. He also picked 
up his second All-America certificate as a member 
of the 4x100m relay. 

2012 men’s top times
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2012 WOMEN’S TOP TIMES
INDOOR TOP TIMES

60-Meter Dash
1. Kelsey McCorkle 2/25 7.64
2. Vashti Bandy 2/25 7.66
3. Asia Delaney 2/25 7.71
4. Melekia Simpson 1/28 7.93

200-Meter Dash
1. Kelsey McCorkle 2/25 24.20
2. Vashti Bandy 1/28 24.74
3. Christal Green 2/25 24.93
4. Ahtyana Johnson 2/4 24.93
5. Asia Delaney 2/25 25.05

400-Meter Dash
1. Erika Rucker 2/26 53.08
2. Nadonnia Rodriques 2/10 54.63
3. Christal Green 2/25 55.71
4. Tamera Harris 2/25 55.74
5. Amber Allen 2/4 56.00

800-Meter Run
1. Liz Locke 2/11 2:18.21
2. Chalesa Davis 2/24 2:24.63
3. Megan Rother 1/14 2:24.96
4. Sarah Graham 2/24 2:26.71

Mile Run
1. Meredith Mill 2/25 4:54.73
2. Beatrice Biwott 2/25 5:00.57
3. Liz Locke 1/28 5:14.56

3000-Meter Run
1. Meredith Mill 1/28 10:09.87
2. Penny Boswell 2/25 10:17.67

60-Meter Hurdles
1. Kierre Beckles 2/26 8.11
2. Chalese Davis 1/28 8.59

4x400-Meter Relay
1. Rucker, Rodriques 3/3 3:36.87
 Green, Allen
2. Rucker, Green, 2/11 3:37.25
 Bandy, Rodriques
3. Rucker, Rodriques, 2/4 3:38.30
 Harris, Allen

Distance Medley Relay
1. Mill, Green, 2/26 11:58.87
 Boswell, Biwott
2. Mill, Delaney, 2/11 12:14.31
 Rother, Biwott

High Jump
1. Jeannelle Scheper 2/4 6-00.00
2. Sarah Graham 2/24 5-07.00

Pole Vault
1. Petra Olsen 2/3 13-01.50
2. Tylar Mangan 2/18 11-05.75
3. Megan Wall 2/4 11-03.75

Long Jump
1. Ceci Kryst 2/25 18-09.25
2. Chalese Davis 2/24 18-01.00

Triple Jump
1. Radiance Basden 2/11 42-03.25
2. Ceci Kryst 2/11 38-03.50

Shot Put
1. Breanna Radford 2/25 48-04.50
2. Katie Vuckovich 2/3 48-03.25
3. Stacee Roberts 2/25 48-02.75
4. Kaysee Sullivan 2/18 45-10.50

20-Pound Weight
1. Breanna Radford 2/18 54-04.50
2. Stacee Roberts 2/4 52-08.00
3. Katie Vuckovich 2/10 52-03.75
4. Kaysee Sullivan 2/26 48-03.50

Pentathlon
1. Chalese Davis 2/24 3,667 pts
2. Sarah Graham 2/24 3,460 pts 

OUTDOOR TOP TIMES

100-Meter Dash
1. Vashti Bandy 5/5 11.83
2. Asia Delaney 5/5 11.98
3. Kelsey McCorkle 3/17 11.99

200-Meter Dash
1. Kelsey McCorkle 4/4 23.78
2. Vashti Bandy 4/14 24.26
3. Christal Green 3/17 24.51
4. Asia Delaney 5/5 24.59
5. Melekia Simpson 5/11 24.89

400-Meter Dash
1. Erika Rucker 5/25 52.58

800-Meter Run
1. Erika Rucker 3/31 2:10.00
2. Morgan Allman 4/4 2:21.84
3. Sarah Graham 3/17 2:27.93

1,500-Meter Run
1. Meredith Mill 3/31 4:35.11
2. Beatrice Biwott 3/24 4:40.53
3. Megan Rother 3/24 4:58.45

5,000-Meter Run
1. Kayla Lampe 5/13 16:55.82
2. Penny Boswell 3/17 17:33.05
3. Maggie Henderson 3/17 18:43.69

3,000-Meter Steeplechase
1. Beatrice Biwott 5/25 10:13.81

100-Meter Hurdles
1. Chalese Davis 5/5 13.68
2. Sarah Graham 4/14 14.99

400-Meter Hurdles
1. Amber Allen 5/11 58.45
2. Tamera Harris 5/11 1:00.72
3. Radiance Basden 3/24 1:01.85

4x100-Meter Relay
1. Delaney, McCorkle, 5/26 45.06
 Bandy, Allen
2. McCorkle, Delaney, 6/6 45.48
 Bandy, Allen
3. Allen, McCorkle, 4/14 45.68
 Green, Bandy
4. Bandy, Green, 5/5 46.17
 Harris, Allen
5. Bandy, McCorkle, 4/7 46.30
 Green, Allen

4x200-Meter Relay
1. Bandy, McCorkle, 4/7 1:35.43
 Rodriques, Green
2. South Carolina A 3/16 1:36.21
3. Delaney, Harris, 4/7 1:37.86
 Johnson, Simpson
4. McCorkle, Bandy, 4/27 1:38.91
 Green Allen

4x400-Meter Realy
1. Rucker, Allen, 6/6 3:31.60
 Green, Rodriques
2. Rucker, Rodriques, 5/26 3:33.91
 Allen, Green
3. Rucker, Rodriques, 4/7 3:35.84
 Green, Allen
4. Allen, Rucker, 4/14 3:37.35
 Rodriques, Green
5. Rucker, Rodriques, 4/26 3:39.75
 Green, Bandy

High Jump
1. Jeannelle Scheper 5/12 6-00.00
2. Sarah Graham 5/12 5-05.75

Pole Vault
1. Petra Olsen 6/6 13-07.25
2. Megan Wall 5/5 12-00.00
3. Tylar Mangan 4/14 11-01.75

Long Jump
1. Ceci Kryst 4/4 19-01.50
2. Chalese Davis 3/17 19-00.00

Triple Jump
1. Radiance Basden 3/24 42-05.25
2. Ceci Kryst 5/5 39-00.50

Shot Put
1. Breanna Radford 4/26 51-09.75
2. Katie Vuckovich 4/14 49-01.75
3. Kaysee Sullivan 3/17 48-06.75
4. Stacee Roberts 4/14 48-02.50

Discus
1. Kaysee Sullivan 3/17 130-10

Hammer
1. Breanna Radford 5/5 170-03
2. Stacee Roberts 3/24 163-01
3. Katie Vuckovich 4/13 141-03
4. Kaysee Sullivan 3/17 134-11

Javelin
1. Emily Laurence 4/14 143-08

Heptathlon
1. Sarah Graham 5/11 4,209 pts

2011 SCHEDULE

Indoor Schedule
January
13-14 Virginia Tech Invite Blacksburg, Va.
21  Auburn Invitational Auburn, Ala.
25  SC Indoor Meet Columbia, S.C.
27-28 McCravy Memorial Lexington, Ky.
February
3-4  New Balance Invite New York, N.Y.
10-11 Tyson Invitational Fayetteville, Ark.
10-11 Tiger Paw Invitational Clemson, S.C.
18  Gamecock Invitational Columbia, S.C.
24-26 SEC Indoors Lexington, Ky.
March
3  Last Chance Meet Blacksburg, Va.
9-10 NCAA Indoors Lexington, Ky.

Outdoor Schedule
March
16-17 Shamrock Invitational Conway, S.C.
24  Weems Baskin Relays Columbia, S.C.
April
4  Gameock Open Meet Columbia, S.C.
6-7  Florida Relays Gainesville, Fla.
13-14 Spec Town Relays Athens, Ga.
26-28 Penn Relays Philadelphia, Pa.
May
5  Tar Heel Qualifier Chapel Hill, N.C.
11-13 SEC Outdoors Baton Rouge, La.
24-26 NCAA Preliminaries Jacksonville, Fla.
June
6-9  NCAA Outdoor Finals Des Moines, Iowa

Jeannelle Scheper became the first Gamecock to earn All-American recognition in the high jump in fashion 
by earning the distinction in both the indoor and outdoor seasons in her sophomore season.  Scheper, who 
holds the indoor and outdoor school record also won the SEC Indoor bronze medal. 

In her first year as a Gamecock, Petra Olsen placed 
12th with a school-record clearance of 13-07.25 in 
her first appearance at the NCAA Outdoor Champi-
onships. Olsen became the first Gamecock to earn 
All-American recogniton in the pole vault since 1998.


