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Will Muschamp was introduced as the University of 
South Carolina’s 34th head football coach in a press con-
ference held at Williams-Brice Stadium on Dec. 7, 2015.

Regarded as an outstanding defensive mind, Mus-
champ, 44, is a 21-year coaching veteran, including 13 
years in the Southeastern Conference. He has previous 
head coaching experience, posting a 28-21 record (.571) 
at the University of Florida from 2011-14. He led the 
Gators to three bowl games in his four seasons in Gaines-
ville and was recognized as the SEC Coach of the Year 
in 2012 after guiding Florida to an 11-2 record and a 
Top-10 finish.

The Rome, Ga., native has coached in two national 
championship games (2003 and 2009), winning with 
LSU in 2003, and coached in a pair of BCS bowl games, 
following the 2008 and 2012 seasons. Muschamp has 
coached in the SEC Championship Game twice and 
once in the Big 12 Championship Game, winning all 
three. In addition, he was a finalist for the 2007 Broyles 
Award presented to the nation’s top assistant coach.

Muschamp most recently served as the defensive co-
ordinator at Auburn University in 2015, his third stint 
as an SEC defensive coordinator. He also held that title 
with Auburn from 2006-07 and at LSU from 2002-04. 
In his six seasons as an SEC defensive coordinator, Mus-
champ’s units ranked among the nation’s Top-10 in total 
defense and in scoring defense five times.

Prior to taking the reins at Florida, Muschamp served 
as the defensive coordinator at the University of Texas 
from 2008-10. Under his guidance, the Longhorn de-
fense ranked No. 1 in the nation with 119 sacks, and 
ranked in the Top-10 nationally allowing 2.9 yards per 
rushing attempt (third), 96.7 rushing yards per game 
(fourth), and 297.4 yards per game (seventh), all Big 12 
bests during that span. In 2009, the Longhorns played 
in the BCS National Championship game. Under Mus-
champ’s tutelage at Texas, Brian Orakpo won the 2008 
Rotary Lombardi, Bronko Nagurski and Ted Hendricks 
awards. In the 2009 and 2010 NFL Drafts, Muschamp 
had a combined eight players drafted, seven in the first 
four rounds, including first-rounders, Orakpo and Earl 
Thomas.

Muschamp served with the NFL’s Miami Dolphins as 
Assistant Head Coach for Defense in 2005 under Nick 
Saban.

Muschamp’s first full-time coaching experience in the 
SEC came at LSU. He was the Tigers’ linebacker coach 
for one season before being elevated to defensive coor-
dinator from 2002-04. His 2003 defense helped the Ti-
gers to the national championship by leading the nation 
both in scoring defense (11.0 points per game) and total 

defense (252.0 yards per game), while finishing second 
nationally in pass efficiency defense (89.8) and third in 
rushing defense (67.0 yards per game).

In four of his nine seasons as an FBS defensive coordi-
nator, his teams have allowed less than 100 rushing yards 
per game and twice led the nation in rushing defense. 
His 2003 LSU defense led the country by allowing 67 
yards per game on the ground, the best mark by an SEC 
team in the 2000s, while Texas gave up just 73.1 yards on 
the ground in 2009 to pace the nation.

The 1994 Georgia graduate moved immediately into 
coaching, working as a graduate assistant at Auburn from 
1995-96, earning his master’s degree in 1996. He served 
as a secondary coach at West Georgia (1998) and Eastern 
Kentucky (1999) before moving on to his first defensive 
coordinator position at Valdosta State for the 2000 sea-
son, where he helped the Blazers to a 10-2 record and the 
Gulf South championship.

During his playing career at Georgia, Muschamp 
earned his way from walk-on to scholarship player by 
the spring of his redshirt freshman season and eventually 
was named co-captain his senior season. A safety on the 
gridiron, he earned a spot on the SEC Academic Honor 
Roll in 1993.

Born August 3, 1971, Muschamp and his wife, the 
former Carol Davis, have two sons, Jackson and Whit.

  Overall SEC Final
Year School Record Record/Place AP Poll
2011 Florida 7-6 3-5 (3rd) -
2012 Florida 11-2 7-1 (T1st) 9
2013 Florida 4-8 3-5 (5th) -
2014 Florida 6-5 4-4 (3rd) -
 TOTALS 28-21 17-15 -

THE muschamp FILE

Full Name:  William Larry Muschamp
Born: August 3, 1971
Hometown:  Rome, Ga.
Wife:  Carol
Children:  Jackson and Whit
College: Georgia (1994)

2016 South Carolina Head Coach
2015 Auburn Defensive Coord.
2011-14 Florida Head Coach
2008-10 Texas DC/Linebackers
2006-07 Auburn DC/Defensive Backs
2005 Miami (NFL) AHC/Defense
2001-04 LSU DC/Linebackers
2000 Valdosta State DC/DBs
1999 Eastern Kentucky Def. Backs
1998 West Georgia Def. Backs
1995-96 Auburn Graduate Assistant

2013 Sugar
2012 Gator
2010 BCS National Championship
2009 Fiesta
2007 Chick-fil-A
2007 Cotton
2005 Capital One
2004 BCS National Championship
2003 Cotton
2002 Sugar
1996 Independence
1995 Outback
1993 Citrus
1991 Independence

personal

coaching experience

bowl experience

 Will MuSChaMP
 hEaD CoaCh
 FirSt YEar at South Carolina

muschamp’s HEAD coaching record

muschamp Vs. OPPONENTS
Opponent Record
Alabama 0-2
Arkansas 1-0
Auburn 0-1
Bowling Green 1-0
Eastern Kentucky 1-0
Eastern Michigan 1-0
Florida Atlantic 1-0
Florida State 1-3
Furman 1-0
Georgia 1-3
Georgia Southern 0-1
Jacksonville State 1-0
Kentucky 4-0

Opponent Record
Louisiana 1-0
Louisiana State 1-3
Louisville 0-1
Miami (Fla.) 0-1
Missouri 1-2
Ohio State 1-0
South Carolina 1-3
Tennessee 4-0
Texas A&M 1-0
Toledo 1-0
UAB 1-0
Vanderbilt 3-1
TOTALS 28-21
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Bobby Bentley joined Will Muschamp’s first coaching staff at South Caro-
lina on December 8, 2015 when he was named running backs coach.

A South Carolina native, Bentley returns to the Palmetto State after two 
seasons as an offensive analyst at Auburn under Gus Malzahn. In 2014, the 
Tigers posted an 8-5 record, including a loss to Wisconsin in the Outback 
Bowl. During his stint at Auburn, Bentley worked with a pair of running 
backs in Cameron Artis-Payne and Corey Grant who went on to play in the 
NFL.

Prior to his stint at Auburn, Bentley was the head coach at James F. Byrnes 
High School in Duncan, S.C. where he was one of the most successful high 
school coaches in the country. He served as an assistant for the Rebels from 
1990-94 before being named head coach in 1995. He compiled a 119-54 
record at Byrnes in two stints (1995-2006 and 2013) and won four-consec-
utive state championships from 2002-05. The Rebels posted a 57-2 record 
during the title streak run. Following the team’s fourth state title, Bentley was 
honored as the 2005 Nike National Coach of the Year. He also was named 
as the South Carolina Football Coaches Association Coach of the Year in 
2006. He was the Rebels’ head coach for one additional season (2013) when 
he logged a 12-2 record and garnered a Region II-4A title. During his time 
at Byrnes, Bentley had the opportunity to coach Marcus Lattimore, who 
went on to an outstanding collegiate career at South Carolina before injuries 
derailed his career.

Bentley was named head coach at his alma mater, Presbyterian College in 
2007, becoming the first NCAA Football Championship Subdivision head 
football coach in PC’s history. In his first year at PC, the Blue Hose ranked 
third nationally in both passing yards and total offense and finished in the 
top 15 in both scoring and passing efficiency while logging a 6-5 record. His 
second squad went 4-8. In two seasons at Presbyterian he posted a 10-13 
mark. During his time at PC, the Blue Hose set school records in points 
scored in a season (404), yards in a season (5,290), passing yards in a game 
(648) and passing efficiency. Bentley also signed and coached NFL Pro Bowl 
cornerback Justin Bethel.

On January 5, 2009, Bentley resigned as head football coach of the Blue 
Hose. He accepted a new position with Spartanburg School District 5 as the 
district wide athletic director and public information officer. 

A 1986 Byrnes alumnus, Bentley played football at Presbyterian before 
graduating in 1990. He and his wife, the former Paulette West, are the par-
ents of five children: Chas, Shuler, Jake, Brooks and Emily. Shuler currently 
plays quarterback at Old Dominion University.

Shawn Elliott begins his seventh season in Columbia as the Gamecocks’ 
offensive line coach. He was the only member of Steve Spurrier’s coaching 
staff retained by Will Muschamp for the 2016 season.

The Camden, S.C. native officially joined the Carolina coaching staff on 
January 3, 2010. In addition to his duties with the offensive line, he served as 
the running game coordinator in 2010 and ‘11 and was given the title of co-
offensive coordinator in 2012. When Coach Spurrier stepped down midway 
through the 2015 campaign, Elliott was named the interim head coach and 
posted a 1-5 ledger.

The Gamecock offense has thrived in most years since Elliott joined the 
staff. The 2014 unit scored nearly 33 points per game while racking up over 
440 yards of offense per contest. Senior offensive guard A.J. Cann garnered 
both All-SEC and All-America accolades in the process.

The Gamecocks turned in the school’s best offensive season statistically in 
2013, averaging 34.1 points while rolling up a school-record 452.3 yards per 
game. Carolina used a balanced attack, averaging 198.5 yards on the ground 
and 253.8 through the air. Elliott was blessed with a veteran offensive line 
in Corey Robinson, A.J. Cann, Ronald Patrick and Brandon Shell, all of 
whom were starters for at least a second-straight season. Mike Davis rushed 
for 1,183 yards, the fourth-highest single-season total in school history.

In 2012, the Gamecocks finished fifth in the SEC in scoring, averaging 
31.5 points per game, while churning out 377 yards of offense per contest, 
using a balanced attack of rushing (139 ypg) and passing (238 ypg). Senior 
center T.J. Johnson garnered second-team All-SEC accolades, while tackle 
Brandon Shell was recognized on the All-Freshman squad.

The Gamecock offense showed tremendous balance in 2011. The squad 
averaged 192 yards on the ground and 182 yards through the air. Carolina 
had a 100-yard rusher in eight of the 13 games. Offensive tackle Rokevious 
Watkins earned All-SEC honors in his final campaign.

The former Appalachian State offensive line coach’s first Gamecock squad 
showed a significant turnaround upon his arrival, especially in the running 
game, as Carolina averaged 154.4 rushing yards per game to rank eighth in 
the SEC after finishing last in the league each of the previous three years. 
His implementation of a new blocking scheme also helped running back 
Marcus Lattimore set the Carolina freshman record for rushing yards and the 
all-time single-season touchdown record for the Gamecocks while earning 
unanimous National Freshman of the Year accolades. Elliott helped convert 
former walk-on Garrett Chisolm into a second-team All-SEC selection.

Prior to his arrival in Columbia, Elliott had coached his entire career at 
Appalachian State, where he helped the Mountaineers to three-straight na-
tional championships (2005-07). After earning his bachelor’s degree from 
Appalachian State in 1996, Elliott worked for two seasons as a defensive 
assistant, then two seasons as the tight ends coach before taking over the of-
fensive line in 2001. Over his final nine seasons as the offensive line coach at 
Appalachian State, Elliott’s players earned All-America distinction on 12 oc-
casions. From 2005-07, he coached three-consecutive SoCon Jacobs Block-
ing Trophy recipients.

Elliott was the first player in Appalachian State history to appear in the 
NCAA Division I-AA playoffs four separate seasons. He was a four-year let-
terwinner for the Black and Gold, helping the squad to two Southern Con-
ference titles. He was a co-captain on the Mountaineers’ 1995 squad that fin-
ished 12-1 while earning all-league distinction as a defensive end. In his four 
seasons as a player, the Mountaineers posted a combined record of 36-14.

Elliott was one of three App State coaches to earn the NCAA’s Award of 
Valor for their efforts in rescuing two individuals from a car accident in 2000.

Elliott is married to the former Summer Scruggs, who was ASU’s women’s 
tennis Most Valuable Player in 1998. They have two children, Maddyn and 
Max.

 BoBBY BEntlEY
 runninG BaCkS
 FirSt YEar at South Carolina

 ShaWn Elliott
 oFFEnSivE linE
 SEvEnth YEar at South Carolina
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Coleman Hutzler was added to head coach Will Muschamp’s first Game-
cock coaching staff on December 18, 2015. Hutzler, 31, will coordinate 
South Carolina’s special teams efforts and coach the linebackers in his first 
season in Columbia.

Hutzler spent the 2015 season as the special teams coordinator and out-
side linebackers coach at Boston College. During his year in Chestnut Hill, 
freshman Michael Walker ranked in the top-10 in the nation in kick return 
average, while the Eagles were second in the nation in punt return defense, 
allowing just 1.66 yards per return. BC also blocked three punts on the year. 
Hutzler was also part of a staff that produced the nation’s stingiest defense, as 
the Eagles allowed just 254.3 yards per game and 24.1 percent of third down 
conversions and was second in rushing defense at 82.8 yards per contest.

Previously, Hutzler logged two stints at Florida, first from 2010-11 as As-
sistant to Linebackers and Special Teams Coordinator, then again for the 
2014 season, handling special teams and outside linebackers.

In 2014, Florida had the second-best punt return average in the SEC and 
the 17th-best unit in the nation. UF punter Kyle Christy earned AP second-
team All-SEC honors after averaging 44.3 yards per punt, the nation’s 14th-
best average. As the Gators outside linebackers coach, Hutzler coached Dante 
Fowler, Jr. to a Coaches First-Team All-SEC selection.

“Coleman is a very detailed, high energy coach,” said Muschamp. “He did 
a great job for us at Florida and had an outstanding year at Boston College 
under Steve Addazio.”

Between his stints in Gainesville, Hutzler was the special teams coordina-
tor and outside linebackers coach at New Mexico from 2012-13. He coached 
punter Ben Skaer to first-team All-Mountain West accolades and returner 
Carlos Wiggins to MWC Special Teams Player of the Year and a second-
team All-America honors in 2013. Wiggins returned three kickoffs for touch-
downs and the Lobos were first in the conference and 15th in the nation in 
kickoff returns. The Lobos improved from 112th nationally to 25th in net 
punting and their punt-return defense improved to No. 19 from 106th.

Hutzler began his coaching career at the University of San Diego, work-
ing as a defensive assistant in 2006. He moved to Palo Alto to become a 
recruiting assistant at Stanford in 2007. He was an assistant to co-defensive 
coordinators Ron Lynn and Andy Buh and to DJ Durkin at Stanford in 2008 
and 2009.

The Las Vegas, Nevada, native played football at Middlebury College in 
Vermont, earning his degree in psychology. A linebacker on the team from 
2002-05, he was a team captain as a senior. He also was a four-year catcher 
on the baseball team. He and his wife, Cobey, have a son, Micah, and a 
daughter, Leila.

Cobey is a former director of volleyball operations at Stanford and was 
the Florida Class 3A Coach of the Year in 2011 while working at P.K. Yonge 
High. She played volleyball at UNLV and Michigan and is the daughter of 
Hawaii volleyball coach Dave Shoji, the all-time winningest coach in NCAA 
Division I volleyball history.

Bryan McClendon was announced as a member of head coach Will Mus-
champ’s first staff at South Carolina on December 23, 2015. Along with Kurt 
Roper, McClendon will serve as the co-offensive coordinator, and he will 
tutor the Gamecocks’ wide receiving corps.

McClendon comes to Columbia following a stint at his alma mater, the 
University of Georgia. A former wide receiver at UGA, McClendon held 
several titles during the 2015 regular season, including wide receivers coach, 
assistant head coach and passing game coordinator. He was named interim 
head coach of the Bulldogs on Dec. 3, 2015, and served in that capacity 
through Georgia’s appearance in the 2016 TaxSlayer Bowl, a 24-17 win over 
Penn State. From 2009-2014, he was the Bulldogs’ running backs coach. Mc-
Clendon also served as recruiting coordinator in 2014-15.

“Bryan is an up-and-comer in the coaching profession,” said Muschamp. 
“It says a lot about his abilities as a coach to be named the interim head coach 
for the Bulldogs in their bowl game.”

Since joining the full time staff, Georgia teams won 64 games and two 
SEC Eastern Division titles. McClendon has been part of an offensive staff 
that led Georgia to the 2014 SEC scoring offense title (41.3 ppg) and three 
consecutive record-setting seasons: Total Yards in a Season (6,547 in 2012, 
6,294 in 2013, 5,964 in 2014); Average Yards Per Game (467.64 in `12, 
484.2 in `13, 458.8 in `14); and Most TDs in a Season (72 in 2012, 58 in 
`13, 70 in `14).

He has coached some of the country’s best tailbacks including Todd Gur-
ley (2015 1st round draft choice of the St. Louis Rams), 2014 Freshman All-
American Nick Chubb, and 2011 SEC Freshman of the Year Isaiah Crowell.

McClendon was a four-year letterman with the Bulldogs (2002-05) and 
his senior class won 44 games--most by any class in Georgia history. During 
his tenure, the Bulldogs won three Southeastern Conference Eastern Divi-
sion titles (2002, ̀ 03, ̀ 05), two SEC championships (2002, ̀ 05), and played 
in four bowl games (2003 Nokia Sugar, `04 Capital One, `05 Outback, `06 
Nokia Sugar), winning three of them.

McClendon’s career blossomed in 2005, when the Bulldogs won the SEC 
championship. The Atlanta, Ga., native caught 35 passes with six going for 
touchdowns. He caught the game-winning TD pass in the closing minutes 
against Georgia Tech, and then blocked a punt in the SEC Championship 
game, which led to the Bulldogs’ third TD in the 34-14 victory over LSU.

Following his Georgia career, McClendon signed a free agent contract 
with the NFL’s Chicago Bears. After one summer with the Bears, he returned 
to Georgia as a graduate assistant from 2007-08.

Born December 28, 1983, McClendon graduated from Georgia in De-
cember 2005, with a degree in Recreation and Leisure Studies. He is the son 
of former Georgia tailback Willie McClendon, 1978 SEC Player of the Year 
and running back for the Chicago Bears.

Bryan is married to the former Amber Arnold of Atlanta, Ga. They have 
two children, Bryan and Brooke.

 ColEMan hutzlEr
 SPECial tEaMS CoorDinator/linEBaCkErS
 FirSt YEar at South Carolina

 BrYan MCClEnDon
 Co-oFFEnSivE CoorDinator/WiDE rECEivErS
 FirSt YEar at South Carolina
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The newest member of head coach Will Muschamp’s first coaching staff at 
South Carolina is Mike Peterson. Coach Muschamp completed his on-field 
coaching staff by naming Peterson as the Gamecocks’ outside linebackers 
coach on January 26, 2016.

After retiring from a 14-year NFL playing career, Peterson returned to his 
alma mater at the University of Florida in 2013 where he finished his degree 
while working as an undergraduate assistant coach on the Gators’ strength & 
conditioning staff. Upon his graduation, he was named to a full-time posi-
tion as a strength & conditioning coordinator.

“Mike’s another great example for our student-athletes at the University 
of South Carolina for what he’s accomplished,” said Coach Muschamp. “He 
played at a high level and demonstrated great character and class throughout 
the time that we worked together at Florida. His vast NFL experience and 
knowledge of our schemes will complement our staff.”

Peterson played linebacker on head coach Steve Spurrier’s Florida Gators 
from 1995-98. He was a member of the 1996 Gators team that finished 12-1 
and won the college football national championship. As a senior in 1998, he 
served as a team captain, earned first-team All-SEC and All-America honors 
and was selected as the Gators’ most valuable player by his teammates. He 
was inducted into the University of Florida Athletic Hall of Fame as a “Gator 
Great” in 2011.

Peterson was a second-round pick (36th pick overall) of the Indianapolis 
Colts in the 1999 NFL Draft, and played professional for the Colts (1999-
2002), Jacksonville Jaguars (2003-08) and Atlanta Falcons (2009-12). He 
earned second-team All-Pro honors in 2005.

During his NFL career, Peterson logged 883 tackles in 196 games with 
21.5 sacks and 19 interceptions.

Born June 17, 1976 in Gainesville, Fla., Peterson is the older brother of 
former Chicago Bears running back Adrian Peterson.

Porter Michael Peterson and his wife, Chantal, have two sons, Mike Jr. and 
Gavin. His father was a long-time coach in the Gainesville area.

Peterson and his wife established the Mike Peterson Foundation in 2004. 
The foundation was constituted in an attempt to support and benefit under-
served youth and socio-economically challenged families in Peterson’s home-
town of Alachua, Florida and his NFL cities of Jacksonville and Atlanta. 
Since its inception, the Mike Peterson Foundation has already served over 
15,000 youth and families through several community events and programs, 
most notably the Top Dog Readers Club literacy program at the Grove Park 
Elementary School in Atlanta.

Travaris Robinson was one of the first hires made by head coach Will Mus-
champ when he began assembling his first coaching staff at South Carolina. 
Robinson will serve as the Gamecocks’ defensive coordinator and defensive 
backs coach in 2016.

Robinson, who is regarded as one of the top recruiters in the country, has 
spent the past five seasons coaching defensive backs under Muschamp, first 
at Florida (2011-14), then at Auburn (2015). The former Tiger standout also 
began his coaching career at Auburn under Muschamp, first as a staff assis-
tant in 2006 while finishing up his undergraduate degree, then as a graduate 
assistant in 2007.

Robinson, a Miami, Fla. native, spent one season each as a defensive backs 
coach at Western Kentucky (2008), Southern Miss (2009) and Texas Tech 
(2010) before reuniting with Muschamp on his staff at Florida.

In his first season at Florida in 2011, Robinson guided a UF secondary 
that ranked seventh in the nation in pass defense (166.8), while the Gator 
defense ranked eighth nationally in total defense (299.5).

Robinson led a secondary that was one of the best in the nation in 2012, 
ranking No. 2 in pass efficiency defense (95.55) and allowing just seven 
touchdown passes, the second-fewest in the nation. Florida had 20 intercep-
tions on the season, good for seventh nationally while safety Matt Elam was 
a first-team All-America selection and first-round draft pick.

In 2013, Robinson’s secondary was seventh nationally in passing defense 
(171.8), eighth in passing efficiency defense (107.18), while the defensive 
unit was eight in total defense (314.3). Under Robinson, Vernon Hargraves 
III was a freshman All-SEC and freshman All-America pick while being 
named the National Freshman Defensive Player of the Year by College Foot-
ball News.

In 2014 at Florida, Robinson again tutored Hargraves III, who was a first-
team All-SEC pick and named a first-team All-America. Freshman defen-
sive back Jalen Tabor received freshman All-America and freshman All-SEC 
honors. The Gators defense finished the 2014 regular season ranked ninth 
nationally in total defense (311.0), 14th in pass efficiency defense (107.57) 
and 23rd in passing defense (194.2).

At Texas Tech, he helped the Red Raiders to an 8-5 record and a Ticket-
City Bowl victory over Northwestern. In his one season at Tech, Robinson 
had two defensive backs earn All-Big 12 Honorable Mention recognition and 
a third that was named a freshman All-America honorable mention selection.

His 2009 Southern Miss squad finished in the top four in Conference 
USA in pass efficiency defense (130.7), interceptions (12) and yards per pass 
attempt (7.06) and he coached First Team All-C-USA selection Eddie Hicks.

Before embarking on his coaching career, Robinson played two seasons in 
the NFL with the Atlanta Falcons and Tampa Bay Buccaneers.

Auburn posted a 30-19 record during his playing career, including a Top-
20 ranking in both the final Associated Press and ESPN/USA Today coaches’ 
polls after his senior season. He was selected the Most Valuable Player of the 
Iron Bowl after recording 12 tackles -- including 10 solo -- and breaking up a 
pair of passes to help the Tigers to a 13-9 victory over rival Alabama, as they 
would go on to defeat Penn State in the Capital One Bowl on New Year’s 
Day. He was a first-team AP All-SEC selection at the end of the season after 
collecting 92 total tackles, second on the squad, with four interceptions. He 
concluded his collegiate career with 166 tackles, seven passes defended and 
five interceptions.

Robinson received his bachelor’s degree in mass communications from 
Auburn in 2007. He is married to the former Mandisa Skyers. Their family 
includes sons, Tyson Jerod and Travis Jerod, and daughter, Jordyn.

travariS roBinSon
 DEFEnSivE CoorDinator/DEFEnSivE BaCkS
 FirSt YEar at South Carolina

 MikE PEtErSon
 outSiDE linEBaCkErS 
 FirSt YEar at South Carolina
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Kurt Roper was officially named the Gamecocks’ co-offensive coordinator 
and quarterbacks coach on Jan. 4, 2016.

Roper brings 19 years of experience on the collegiate level, including 13 
in the Southeastern Conference, and helped his teams appear in 11 bowl 
games. He has experience in working with and developing quarterbacks like 
Eli Manning and former Gamecock Connor Shaw during his career.

Roper comes to Carolina after spending the 2015 season with the Cleve-
land Browns as senior offensive assistant coach. He joined the Browns after 
spending 2014 as offensive coordinator/quarterbacks coach at the University 
of Florida under Will Muschamp. 

Prior to his year-long stint in Gainesville, Roper spent six years coaching 
at Duke, first as offensive coordinator/quarterbacks coach from 2008-13, be-
fore spending his final season as assistant head coach/offensive coordinator/
quarterbacks coach.

In 2013, Duke enjoyed a record-setting season as the Blue Devils won a 
school-best 10 games en route to winning the ACC’s Coastal Division cham-
pionship. The team set the school record for total touchdowns (60), while 
becoming the first squad in program history to post 20+ rushing and 20+ 
passing touchdowns in the same season. Under Roper’s guidance, quarter-
back Brandon Connette became the school’s all-time leader in rushing touch-
downs, while wide receiver Jamison Crowder established school single-season 
records for receptions (108) and receiving yards (1,301).

In 2012, Roper directed the Duke offense to a school single-season record 
410 points and 31.5 points per game. Quarterback Sean Renfree threw for 
more than 3,000 yards and finished his career ranked among the ACC’s all-
time leaders in several categories in passing yardage (seventh with 9,465), 
pass completions (third with 898) and 300-yard passing games (tied for 
fourth with 11).

Under Roper’s guidance in 2011, the Blue Devils ranked second in the 
ACC in passing offense as wide receiver Connor Vernon became the first 
player in league history to post multiple seasons with 70+ receptions.

Roper also worked with quarterback Thaddeus Lewis, who finished his ca-
reer as the school’s all-time leader in pass attempts (1,510), pass completions 
(877), passing yards (10,065) and passing touchdowns (67). Lewis finished 
as one of just two players in ACC history to throw for more than 10,000 
yards. He led the ACC in total offense in 2009, while throwing for 3,330 
yards and 20 touchdowns.

Prior to Duke, Roper spent two seasons (2006-07) at Tennessee, where 
he coached the running backs. During that span, the Vols won 19 games, 
earned a pair of Outback Bowl berths and captured the SEC Eastern Divi-
sion championship. In 2007, Tennessee’s rushing attack was led by Arian 
Foster, who gained 1,193 yards on 245 carries, while scoring 12 touchdowns 
on the ground. Foster went on to lead the NFL in rushing yards in 2010 and 
rushing touchdowns in 2010 and 2012.

Prior to spending one season as the quarterbacks coach at Kentucky in 
2005, Roper spent six seasons (1999-2004) coaching at Ole Miss. Roper 
coached the quarterbacks all six years and added the responsibility of passing 
game coordinator for his final three seasons. Among his pupils was record-
setting, All-America signal-caller Eli Manning, the 2003 SEC Player of the 
Year, who was the number one overall pick in the 2004 NFL Draft and won 
two Super Bowls.

Roper got his start in coaching at Tennessee, serving as a graduate assistant 
coach from 1996-98, while working with the Volunteer defensive and special 
teams’ units.

A native of Ames, Iowa, Roper was a three-year letterman as a quarterback 
and defensive back at Rice. He earned a bachelor’s degree from Rice in 1995 
and a master’s degree from Tennessee in 1998.

Roper and his wife, Britt, have one daughter, Reese, and one son, Luke.

University of South Carolina head football coach Will Muschamp named 
Lance Thompson as the Gamecocks’ assistant head coach of defense and de-
fensive line coach on December 31, 2015.

A veteran SEC assistant coach, Thompson spent the 2015 season on Gus 
Malzahn’s staff at Auburn where he coached the linebackers.

“I’m excited to have Coach Thompson join our staff,” said Coach Mus-
champ at the time of Thompson’s hiring. “He did a great job calling the 
Auburn defense in their bowl win over Memphis. He has coached multiple 
positions throughout his career and has a great understanding of our defen-
sive system. He will be an outstanding addition to our staff.”

Ranked as the No. 1 recruiter in the nation on the Ultimate ESPN 300 
recruiting power rankings for 2014 when he was coaching at Alabama, and 
named Rivals National Recruiter of the Year in 2008, also with the Crimson 
Tide, Thompson was reunited with Muschamp on the Auburn staff in 2015. 
They also worked together as assistant coaches at LSU from 2002-2003.

A member of national championship staffs at Alabama, Georgia Tech and 
LSU, Thompson has been a member of four SEC championship coaching 
staffs, two ACC championship staffs and one Conference USA divisional 
winner.

Thompson worked at Alabama three different times, from 1999-2000, 
2007-08 and 2012-14. He helped Alabama’s 2013 defense to hold opponents 
to 13.9 points per game, the fifth best mark in Division I college football. His 
Alabama recruits included Julio Jones, A.J. McCarron, Mark Barron, D.J. 
Fluker and Trent Richardson.

Thompson worked with Nick Saban at both Alabama and LSU. He was 
the assistant head coach in charge of recruiting and the tight ends coach 
when LSU won the 2003 national title. He also coached the defensive line 
at LSU.

Thompson also logged stints at Tennessee (2009-11), Georgia Tech (1988-
98, 2001), and Central Florida, where he was defensive coordinator from 
2004-06. In 2005, UCF won the Conference USA Eastern Division title. At 
Georgia Tech, he held various roles, including defensive line coach, defensive 
ends coach, tight ends coach, recruiting coordinator and director of football 
operations. He began his coaching career as a graduate assistant with the Yel-
low Jackets in 1988.

Thompson is a 1987 graduate of The Citadel, where he was a four-year 
letterwinner, and earned his bachelor’s degree in education and mathematics.

A native of Riverdale, Ga., he is married to the former Mary Ann Guzy. 
Thompson has three daughters -- Allie, Christina and Lane.
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Pat Washington, a 28-year collegiate coaching veteran, was named the 
Gamecocks’ tight ends coach on December 23, 2015.

Washington has 18 years of experience under his belt on four different 
SEC staffs, including an 11-year stint as wide receivers coach at Tennessee 
(1995-2005), which included an undefeated 1998 season and a national 
championship for the Volunteers. He comes to South Carolina from the 
University of Missouri, where he has served as the Tigers’ receiving coach 
since 2013.

Under Washington’s tutelage, senior receiver Bud Sasser was named 1st-
team All-SEC in 2014 following an outstanding season which included 
team-bests in receptions (77), receiving yards (1,003) and receiving touch-
downs (12). Sasser became Mizzou’s first first-team all-conference wide re-
ceiver since 2009.

Mizzou’s wideouts enjoyed a banner year in 2013, and played a critical role 
as the Tigers became one of the most improved offensive attacks in the na-
tion. Leading the way was Dorial Green-Beckham, who earned Second-Team 
All-SEC honors by the Associated Press after catching 59 passes for 883 yards 
and 12 touchdowns -- the latter of which tied for most in the SEC in 2013. 
Washington’s receivers solid downfield blocking also helped spring the Tiger 
ground game for a 3,000-yard season and a national rushing ranking of 16th 
as part of MU’s 12-2 campaign.

Washington, 52, has enjoyed success throughout his career, as he’s coached 
on teams that have reached bowl games 18 times. Tennessee posted a sterling 
105-31 record during his tenure that featured 10 bowl appearances -- includ-
ing three Citrus Bowls, two Fiesta, Peach and Cotton Bowls, and one Orange 
Bowl. The Volunteers also reached the SEC Championship Game four times 
with Washington on staff. A win in the 1998 SEC title game vaulted UT to 
the 1999 Fiesta Bowl, where the Vols downed Florida State, 23-16, to cap an 
undefeated season and a national championship.

During his tenure at Tennessee, Washington developed a line of stand-
out receivers, including Peerless Price, Donte Stallworth, Joey Kent, Marcus 
Nash, Robert Meachem and Cedrick Wilson, among others. Nash, Stall-
worth and Meachem were National Football League first-round draft picks, 
and all six enjoyed NFL careers.

Washington’s coaching career began at Auburn, where he served his alma 
mater as a graduate assistant coach from 1987-88. After the Tigers reached 
bowl games both years, Washington landed his first full-time position in 
the industry, as the receivers coach at Louisiana-Lafayette (1989-91), and 
that was followed by a two-year stop at TCU (1992-93) as receivers coach. 
He spent one year at Baylor (1994) as running backs coach, and the Bears 
reached the 1994 Alamo Bowl during his time there, before he left to join 
Tennessee the following year.

Following his time at UT, Washington coached receivers at Kansas State in 
2006, helping the Wildcats to a berth in the Texas Bowl. Two of his wideouts, 
Jordy Nelson and Yamon Figurs, went on to play in the NFL.

Washington returned to the SEC next, as the receivers coach at Missis-
sippi State from 2007-08. The Bulldogs broke a six-year postseason drought 
during his time there, as MSU won the 2007 AutoZone Liberty Bowl. From 
2009-11, Washington coached running backs at Southern Mississippi, and 
his backfield played an integral role in Southern Miss’ Conference USA 
Championship in 2011. He spent the 2012 season at Kentucky as wide re-
ceivers coach and passing game coordinator.

A native of Mobile, Ala., Washington played quarterback at Auburn from 
1982-85, with the Tigers reaching bowl games all four years. He was the 
starter his final two seasons, and guided Auburn to a combined 17-8 record 
in those years and to 1984 Liberty Bowl and 1986 Cotton Bowl appearances.

Washington earned a management degree from Auburn in 1987. He and 
his wife, Claudette, are the parents of sons Tyson and Justin. 

Jeff Dillman was named Director of Football Strength & Conditioning on De-
cember 14, 2015.

Dillman joins the Gamecocks after spending one season as an assistant strength 
& conditioning coach at Alabama. He was part of the staff that helped the Crimson 
Tide to the 2016 National Championship. Prior to that, he worked on Head Coach 
Will Muschamp’s staff at the University of Florida for three years as the Director of 
Strength & Conditioning.

Prior to his arrival in Gainesville, Dillman worked at the IMG Performance Insti-
tute in Bradenton. As the Head of Physical Conditioning at IMG Academies, Dill-
man oversaw the strength and conditioning programs for all youth, adult, collegiate 
and professional athletes who trained at the Academy, including NBA and NFL 
offseason workouts, NFL Combine training and the Madden Football Academy.

Dillman’s professional career began as an assistant strength and conditioning 
coach at UL-Monroe beginning in 2001, working with nine different teams over his 
tenure with the Warhawks.

In 2003, he was hired as an assistant strength and conditioning coach at LSU 
and helped the Tigers to several notable achievements, including an SEC and BCS 
National Championship for the football team, Final Four appearances for both the 
men’s and women’s basketball teams and a College World Series trip for the baseball 
team. He also worked with men’s and women’s tennis and gymnastics.

In 2006, Dillman took over the strength and conditioning program at his alma 
mater, Appalachian State. He helped the football program to two-straight Division 
I-AA national championships (2006-07) and the historic upset of No. 5-ranked 
Michigan in 2007.

A native of Rockingham, N.C., Dillman was a football letterman at Elon College 
before he transferred to Appalachian State University, where he completed his foot-
ball eligibility. He earned a bachelor’s degree in exercise science.

Dillman is a member of the Collegiate Strength & Conditioning Coaches As-
sociation and the American Football Coaches Association.

Jamie Speronis begins his 12th year overseeing South Carolina’s football opera-
tions and his first season with Head Coach Will Muschamp after spending the previ-
ous 25 seasons with Steve Spurrier. He served as the Director - Football Operations 
for seven years before being promoted to Associate Athletics Director/Football Op-
erations on March 1, 2012.

Speronis directs the administration and day-to-day operations of the football pro-
gram. In this capacity, he oversees the logistics relating to the spring, preseason and 
postseason practices. He directs the walk-on program, works with NFL personnel 
and serves as the liaison to the compliance office and several other athletics and 
university departments. In addition, Speronis coordinates team travel arrangements 
and oversees the football budget.

Speronis was named to the executive committee of the AFCA Football Opera-
tions in 2006. Speronis was also named one of three finalists for national DFO in 
2009 as selected by FootballScoop.com. In addition, Speronis served as the Presi-
dent of the AFCA Football Operations National Executive Committee in 2014. 
He currently is part of the National Championship Advisory Group for the College 
Football Playoff.

Speronis has significant experience in the position, as he served as the Director 
of Football Operations for the Washington Redskins from 2002-04 and was the 
Director of Football Administration at the University of Florida from 1996-2002.

A 1985 graduate from Florida with a bachelor of science degree in physical educa-
tion, Speronis earned a master of exercise and sports sciences in sport administration 
from UF in 1989. A member of the American Football Coaches Association, Spero-
nis started his career in football as a student assistant in the strength and condition-
ing program at Florida from 1982-88. He served as a graduate assistant from 1988-
92 and then moved on to a senior administrative assistant position from 1992-95.

Speronis and his wife, Kristy, have two sons, Conner and Bryson.
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andre goodman
Director - Football Development

joe lisle
Assistant AD./Video Operations

robbie liles
Director of Player Personnel

kristin sheetz
 Director - External Communications

aurmon satchell
Assistant Strength Coach

cedric williams
Assistant Strength Coach

seth strickland
Analyst

jessica jackson
Director - On-Campus Recruiting

OMAR YOUNG
Analyst

clyde wrenn
Director - High School Relations

chris matlock
Equipment Manager

joey blake
Director - Football Nutrition

joe sumter
Assistant Equipment Manager

amy king
Academic Advisor

kyle krantz
Analyst

david feeley
Assistant Strength Coach

ellis johnson
Analyst

roy upchurch
Assistant Strength Coach

Shaq Wilson
Asst. Dir. - Recruiting/Defense

pierre banks
Academic Advisor

brian turk
Asst. Dir. - Recruiting/Offense

Scott Spurrier
Analyst

DeMarco McNeil
Analyst

ryan fischer
Assistant Equipment Manager

monica pope
Academic Advisor
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jordan diaz
G.A. - Strength/Nutrition

gus inabinet
Graduate Assistant - Recruiting

kyle hoke
Graduate Assistant - Football

mark orphey
Graduate Assistant - Football

john walsh
Team Physician

daryl faulkner
Assistant Football Athletic Trainer

blake gideon
Graduate Assistant - Football

rachel sharpe
Assistant Football Athletic Trainer

matt symmes
Graduate Assistant - Football

chris mazoue
Team Physician

paul mcgee
Video Coordinator

charity grady
Coordinator of Offensive Operations

matt pollack
Team Physician

kim fields
Assistant to Head Football Coach

timothy malone
Director of Wellness

jeff holloway
Team Physician

jeffrey guy
Orthopaedic Surgery

clint haggard
Head Football Athletics Trainer

carina hargreaves
Coordinator of Defensive Operations

evan cohen
Team Chiropractor
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Dr. VALINDA LITTLEFIELD
Faculty Athletics Representative

Kevin O’Connell
Chief Operating Officer

Charles Waddell
Deputy Athletics Director

Judy Van Horn
Senior Associate A.D./SWA

Shawn Burke
Asst. A.D./Event Management

Steve Fink
Assistant A.D./Media Relations

John Kasik
Associate A.D./Sports Medicine

Ray Tanner
Athletics Director

Eric Nichols
Associate A.D./CMO

Lance Grantham
Associate A.D./Ticket Operations

Charles Bloom
Senior Associate A.D./External

Jeff Tallant
Chief Financial Officer

Dr. Harris Pastides
University President

Duane Grooms
Assistant A.D./Facilties Services

Chance Miller
Assistant A.D./Compliance

Jeff Davis
Assoc. A.D./Operations & Facilities

D.J. Brown
Assistant A.D./Compliance

Jeff Crane
Sr. Associate A.D./Development

clark cox
Assistant A.D./Turf & Landscaping

jamie speronis
Assoc. A.D./Football Operations

Joe lisle
Assistant A.D./Video Operations

Chris Rogers
Senior Associate A.D./Compliance

josh waters
Assistant A.D./Marketing

Maria Hickman
Sr. Associate A.D./Academics

steve eigenbrot
Associate A.D./Development

Athletics Administration


