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Location ............................................................................... Columbia, S.C.
Founded .............................................................................................. 1801
Enrollment ........................................................................................ 27,065
Colors ................................................................Garnet (PMS 201) & Black
Nickname.................................................................................. Gamecocks
Affi liation ............................................................................NCAA Division I
Conference ................................................Southeastern (Eastern Division)
President ................................................................... Dr. Andrew Sorensen
Athletics Director......................................................................Eric Hyman
Executive Associate AD ....................................................Kevin O’Connell
Senior Associate AD/SWA ........................................................ Val Sheley
Senior Associate AD ..............................................................Harold White
Associate AD ...............................................................................Jeff Davis
Associate AD .......................................................................... Chris Wyrick
Assistant AD ..........................................................................Shawn Burke
Assistant AD ...........................................................................Bryan Risner
Assistant AD ..................................................................... Michelle Schmitt
Assistant AD ............................................................................Rod Walters
Chief Financial Offi cer .............................................................. Jeff Tallant
Media Relations Director .......................................................... Steve Fink
Marketing Director ......................................................................Jeff Crane
Ticket Operations Manager ............................................. Kent Hegenauer
Faculty Athletics Representative ...............................Dr. William Bearden
Home Court (Capacity) ................... Volleyball Competition Facility (2,000)
Ticket Offi ce Phone ............................................................(803) 777-4274

VOLLEYBALL INFORMATION
Head Coach ..........................................................................Nancy Somera
Alma Mater ..........................................................Southern California, 1989
Record at USC (Years) .................................................................13-14 (1)
Overall Record (Years) ...............................................................90-112 (7)
Associate Head Coach ........................................................... Ben Somera
Alma Mater ..........................................................Southern California, 1995
Assistant Coach ....................................................................Damian Elder
Alma Mater ....................................................................Fresno State, 2002
Volleyball Offi ce Phone ......................................................(803) 777-0755
Letterwinners Returning/Lost .............................................................. 9/3
Starters Returning/Lost + Libero ..................................................... 5/1 -1
Newcomers ............................................................................................... 4
2005 Record ....................................................................................... 13-14
Conference Record/Finish .................................................... 5-11/5th East
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Press Row ...........................................................................(803) 777-3650
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 Columbia, SC 29208

GENERAL INFORMATION
Quick Facts & Table of Contents ............................................................1
Media Information ...................................................................................2
Opponent Contacts.................................................................................3
2006 Roster & Schedule.........................................................................4
Radio/TV Spotting Chart.........................................................................5
Southeastern Conference.......................................................................6
2006 SEC Schedule ...............................................................................7
Volleyball Competition Facility ................................................................8
Shonda Cole & USA Volleyball ...............................................................9
Molten Advertisement ...........................................................................10

2006 SEASON PREVIEW
2006 Season Preview......................................................................12-14

2006 GAMECOCKS
Shonda Cole ....................................................................................16-17
Dinelia Concepcion..........................................................................18-19
Crystal Johnson ...............................................................................20-21
Petra Lorenzi ...................................................................................22-23
Marija Milosevic ...............................................................................24-25
Belita Salters ...................................................................................26-27
Iris Santos........................................................................................28-29
Alexcis Thomson .............................................................................30-31
Lynae Vanden Hull...........................................................................32-33
S. Cline/C. Hauer/I. Kujundzic/M. Moorhead ........................................34
Career Game-By-Game Statistics ...................................................35-42

GAMECOCK VOLLEYBALL STAFF
Head Coach Nancy Somera ............................................................44-47
Associate Head Coach Ben Somera ....................................................48
Assistant Coach Damian Elder .............................................................48
Professional Staff ............................................................................49-50

2005 SEASON IN REVIEW
2005 Season in Review/Results ......................................................52-53
2005 Statistics .................................................................................54-55
2005 Superlatives .................................................................................56
2005 SEC Recap ..................................................................................57
2005 Box Scores .............................................................................58-62
2005 Seniors ...................................................................................63-64

GAMECOCK VOLLEYBALL HISTORY
Career Records ....................................................................................66
Season Records ...................................................................................67
Individual Match Records ................................................................68-69
Team Match Records.......................................................................70-71
Yearly South Carolina Statistical Totals ................................................71
Yearly Leaders .................................................................................72-73
Honor Roll........................................................................................74-75
Coaching Records ................................................................................76
All-Time Letterwinners ..........................................................................77
All-Time Conference Standings .......................................................78-79
Yearly Results ..................................................................................80-90
Post-Season Results ............................................................................90
Series Results .................................................................................91-94

THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA
About the University ........................................................................96-97
President Dr. Andrew Sorensen ...........................................................98
Athletics Director Eric Hyman ...............................................................99
Faculty Athletics Rep. Dr. Bill Bearden/Carolina Head Coaches ........100
2005-06 Gamecock Highlights ...........................................................101
The City of Columbia ..........................................................................102
The State of South Carolina ...............................................................103
A Total Program ...........................................................................104-105
Developing the Total Student-Athlete .................................................106
Team Gamecocks ...............................................................................107
The Mentoring Program...............................................................108-109
Gamecock Athletics Facilities ...................................................... 110-111
Gamecock Traditions .......................................................................... 112

TABLE OF CONTENTS

MEDIA GUIDE CREDITS
 The 2006 South Carolina Volleyball Media Guide was designed, writ-
ten and edited by Assistant Media Relations Director Matt Freed. The front, 
back and inside covers were designed by Grant Hawkins. Special thanks to 
Taylor McCabe for her assistance with historical records.
 Images were provided by Jason Ayer, Travis Bell, Allen Sharpe, USC 
Instructional Services, Columbia Chamber of Commerce and South Caro-
lina Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism.
 This publication was created using Adobe InDesign CS2 and Adobe 
Photoshop CS2 on an Apple PowerBook G4. Printing was done by The R.L. 
Bryan Company in Columbia, S.C.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY POLICY STATEMENT
 The University of South Carolina does not discriminate in educa-
tional or employment opportunities or decisions for qualifi ed persons on 
the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, sexual 
orientation or veteran status.



2

MEDIA INFORMATIONMEDIA INFORMATION

AMERICAN VOLLEYBALL COACHES ASSOCIATION
1227 Lake Plaza Drive, Suite B • Colorado Springs, CO 80906
Phone: (719) 576-7777 ext. 105 • Fax: (719) 576-7778
Contact: Will Engle (will.engle@avca.org)

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
1311 Marion Street • Columbia, SC 29201
Phone: (803) 799-5510 • Fax: (803) 252-2913
Contact: Pete Iacobelli (piacobelli@ap.org)

THE GAMECOCK
1400 Greene Street • Columbia, SC 29208
Phone: (803) 777-7182 • Fax: (803) 777-6482
E-mail: gamecocksports@gwm.sc.edu

THE GREENVILLE NEWS
1611 Hollywood • Columbia, SC 29205
Phone: (803) 256-2588 • Fax: (803) 765-0001
Contact: Rick Scoppe (rscoppejr@sc.rr.com)

THE HERALD-JOURNAL
Box 1657 • Spartanburg, SC 29304
Phone: (864) 582-5673 • Fax: (864) 594-6350
Contact: Paul Strelow (paul.strelow@shj.com)

THE POST-COURIER
414 Riverwalk Way • Irmo, SC 29063
Phone: (803) 799-2356 • Fax: (803) 937-5579
Contact: Charlie Bennett (chap113@hotmail.com)

SOUTH CAROLINA NEWS NETWORK
3710 Landmark Drive, Suite 100 • Columbia, SC 29204
Phone: (803) 790-4305 • Fax: (803) 790-4309
Contact: Phil Kornblut (philtalk@aol.com)

SPURS & FEATHERS
Box 8055 • Columbia, SC 29202
Phone: (803) 256-1789 • Fax: (803) 256-1789
Contact: Dexter Hudson (spursusc@aol.com)

THE STATE
Box 1333 • Columbia, SC 29202
Phone: (803) 771-8470 • Fax: (803) 771-8613
Contact: Rick Millians (rmillians@thestate.com)

USA VOLLEYBALL
715 South Circle Drive • Colorado Springs, CO 80910
Phone: (719) 228-6800 • Fax: (719) 228-6899
Contact: Bill Kauffman (bill.kauffman@usav.org)

WIS-TV (CHANNEL 10)
1111 Bull Street • Columbia, SC 29202
Phone: (803) 758-1288 • Fax: (803) 758-1278
Contact: Rick Henry (rhenry@wis-tv.com)

WLTX-TV (CHANNEL 19)
Drawer M • Columbia, SC 29205
Phone: (803) 776-9508 • Fax: (803) 776-1791
Contact: Bob Shields (sports@wltx.com)

WOLO-TV (CHANNEL 25)
Box 4217 • Columbia, SC 29204
Phone: (803) 754-7525 • Fax: (803) 691-4015
Contact: Tim Hill (thill@wolo.com)

WVOC RADIO
Box 21567 • Columbia, SC 29221
Phone: (803) 343-1100 • Fax: (803) 798-5255
Contact: Chris Thompson (christopherthompson@clearchannel.com)

MEDIA OUTLETSNOTE TO THE MEDIA
 The South Carolina athletics media 
relations offi ce is ready to assist members 
of the media in their coverage of Gamecock 
athletics. Any questions concerning South 
Carolina volleyball should be directed to As-
sistant Media Relations Director Matt Freed 
at (803) 777-9917. Interviews, statistical or 
general information concerning student-ath-
letes or coach Nancy Somera and/or her 
staff should be handled through the media 
relations offi ce. If you will be attending a 
home match please notify Freed at least 24 
hours in advance. Thank you for your inter-
est in South Carolina volleyball. Please let 
us know if we can assist you in your cover-
age of the Gamecocks.

Matt Freed
Volleyball SID

MEDIA CONTACT INFORMATION
Volleyball Contact ......................................................................Matt Freed
Offi ce Phone .......................................................................(803) 777-9917
Offi ce Fax ............................................................................(803) 777-2967
Cell/Home Phone ................................................................(682) 521-3892
Press Row ...........................................................................(803) 777-3650
E-mail Address ......................................................... mfreed@gwm.sc.edu
Web Address ................................................................www.uscsports.com

MEDIA RELATIONS STAFF

Steve Fink
Director

Christy Lang
Assistant Director

Andrew Kitick
Assistant Director

Gavin Lang
Associate Director

Ayanna Wakefi eld
Assistant Director

Michelle Schmitt
Asst. AD/Asst. Dir.

STAFF RESPONSIBILITIES
Steve Fink........................................................................................Football
Matt Freed ......................Volleyball, Indoor Track & Field, Women’s Tennis
Andrew Kitick................................................... Baseball, Women’s Soccer
Christy Lang ................................Men’s Soccer, Men’s Golf, Men’s Tennis,
 Web Site, Student Assistants
Gavin Lang ...........................Women’s Basketball, Women’s Golf, Football
Michelle Schmitt ........................ Men’s Basketball, Outdoor Track & Field,
 Cross Country
Ayanna Wakefi eld ....................... Softball, Swimming & Diving, Equestrian
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OPPONENT CONTACTSOPPONENT CONTACTS

ALABAMA CRIMSON TIDE
 Volleyball SID ................................................Chris Woodfi n
 Offi ce Phone ...............................................(205) 348-7476
 E-mail ..................................................cwoodfi n@ia.ua.edu
 Web Address ........................................... www.rolltide.com

ARKANSAS LADY RAZORBACKS
 Volleyball SID .................................................... Jeri Thorpe
 Offi ce Phone ...............................................(479) 575-5037
 E-mail ......................................................jthorpe@uark.edu
 Web Address ......................................www.ladybacks.com

AUBURN TIGERS
 Volleyball SID ....................................................Carol White
 Offi ce Phone ...............................................(334) 844-9182
 E-mail ................................................. whitecr@auburn.edu
 Web Address ..................................www.auburntigers.com

BOISE STATE BRONCOS
 Volleyball SID ....................................................... Lori Hays
 Offi ce Phone ...............................................(208) 426-3438
 E-mail ............................................... lhays@boisestate.edu
 Web Address ................................. www.broncosports.com

COLLEGE OF CHARLESTON COUGARS
 Volleyball SID ................................................ Matt Pellegrin
 Offi ce Phone ...............................................(843) 953-5465
 E-mail ................................................ pellegrinm@cofc.edu
 Web Address ......................................www.cofcsports.com

CHARLOTTE 49ERS
 Volleyball SID ................................................................TBA
 Offi ce Phone ...............................................(704) 687-6312
 E-mail ............................................................................TBA
 Web Address ............................... www.charlotte49ers.com

CLEMSON TIGERS
 Volleyball SID ............................................... Christine Long
 Offi ce Phone ...............................................(864) 656-1920
 E-mail ..................................................longc@clemson.edu
 Web Address ................................www.clemsontigers.com

FLORIDA GATORS
 Volleyball SID ......................................................Mike Vietti
 Offi ce Phone ...............................................(352) 375-4683
 E-mail ........................................ mikev@gators.uaa.ufl .edu
 Web Address ......................................www.gatorzone.com

FLORIDA STATE SEMINOLES
 Volleyball SID ................................................................TBA
 Offi ce Phone ...............................................(850) 644-1403
 E-mail ............................................................................TBA
 Web Address ......................................www.seminoles.com

GEORGIA BULLDOGS
 Volleyball SID ............................................... Leland Barrow
 Offi ce Phone ...............................................(706) 542-1621
 E-mail ............................................. leland@sports.uga.edu
 Web Address .................................. www.georgiadogs.com

KENTUCKY WILDCATS
 Volleyball SID .....................................................Amy Ratliff
 Offi ce Phone ................................ (859) 257-3838, ext. 342
 E-mail ..................................................... aaratl00@uky.edu
 Web Address .....................................www.ukathletics.com

LOYOLA GREYHOUNDS
 Volleyball SID ......................................................Eric Rhew
 Offi ce Phone ...............................................(410) 617-2718
 E-mail .................................................... erhew@loyola.edu
 Web Address ..........................www.loyolagreyhounds.com

LSU TIGERS
 Volleyball SID ...........................................Melissa Reynaud
 Offi ce Phone ...............................................(225) 578-1869
 E-mail ................................................... mreynaud@lsu.edu
 Web Address ......................................... www.lsusports.net

MISSISSIPPI REBELS
 Volleyball SID .................................................... Bill Bunting
 Offi ce Phone ...............................................(662) 915-7522
 E-mail ............................................. wbunting@olemiss.edu
 Web Address ................................www.olemisssports.com

MISSISSIPPI STATE BULLDOGS
 Volleyball SID .........................................................Joe Dier
 Offi ce Phone ...............................................(662) 325-0540
 E-mail ...................................... jbdier@athletics.mstate.edu
 Web Address ..............................www.mstateathletics.com

ST. JOHN’S RED STORM
 Volleyball SID ............................................Sabrina Polidoro
 Offi ce Phone ...............................................(718) 990-1523
 E-mail ...............................sabrina.polidoro01@stjohns.edu
 Web Address ..............................www.redstormsports.com

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA WOMEN OF TROY
 Volleyball SID ............................................. Jason Pommier
 Offi ce Phone ...............................................(213) 740-3807
 E-mail .................................................... pommier@usc.edu
 Web Address ......................................www.usctrojans.com

TCU HORNED FROGS
 Volleyball SID ..........................................Brandie Davidson
 Offi ce Phone ...............................................(817) 257-7479
 E-mail ................................................b.i.davidson@tcu.edu
 Web Address ..........................................www.gofrogs.com

TENNESSEE LADY VOLUNTEERS
 Volleyball SID .............................................Cameron Harris
 Offi ce Phone ...............................................(865) 974-8876
 E-mail ......................................................charri48@utk.edu
 Web Address ......................................www.utladyvols.com

TENNESSEE STATE TIGERS
 Volleyball SID ............................................ Kendall Stevens
 Offi ce Phone ...............................................(615) 963-5674
 E-mail ...............................................kstevens@tnstate.edu
 Web Address ........................................ www.tsutigers.com

TEXAS A&M-CORPUS CHRISTI ISLANDERS
 Volleyball SID ...................................................Aaron Ames
 Offi ce Phone ............................................... (361) 825-3411
 E-mail ......................................... aaron.ames@tamucc.edu
 Web Address ....................................www.goislanders.com

WESTERN CAROLINA CATAMOUNTS
 Volleyball SID ................................................Daniel Hooker
 Offi ce Phone ...............................................(828) 227-2336
 E-mail ...........................................dhooker@email.wcu.edu
 Web Address ........................... www.catamountsports.com
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2006 ROSTER & SCHEDULE2006 ROSTER & SCHEDULE

 NO NAME POS HT YR-EXP HOMETOWN (HIGH SCHOOL)
 1 Ivana Kujundzic MB 6-1 Fr.-HS Subotica, Serbia (Bosa Milicevic)
 2 Iris Santos S/OH 5-10 Sr.-3L Santo Domingo, D.R. (Dora de la Salle)
 3 Crystal Johnson MB 6-0 Jr.-2L* Camden, S.C. (Camden)
 4 Sarah Cline DS 5-7 Fr.-HS Rock Hill, S.C. (Northwestern)
 5 Lynae Vanden Hull OH 6-2 Sr.-3L* Papillion, Neb. (Papillion La Vista)
 6 Alexcis Thomson DS/S 5-10 Sr.-3L North York, Ontario, Canada (Don Mills)
 7 Marija Milosevic OH 6-0 So.-1L Ljig, Serbia (“Gimnazija” Lazarevac)
 8 Dinelia Concepcion L/DS 5-3 So.-1L Deltona, Fla. (Pine Ridge)
 9 Petra Lorenzi S 5-9 So.-1L Crescent City, Calif. (Del Norte)
 11 Christine Hauer MB 5-11 Fr.-HS Aiken, S.C. (Aiken)
 13 Meredith Moorhead OH 6-1 Fr.-HS Charlotte, N.C. (Providence Senior)
 14 Shonda Cole OH 6-1 Sr.-3L Kings Mountain, N.C. (Kings Mountain)
 20 Belita Salters MB 6-1 So.-1L* Lake City, S.C. (Lake City)

* Indicates redshirt

COACHING STAFF
Head Coach: Nancy Somera (2nd season at USC, Southern California 1989)
Associate Head Coach: Ben Somera (2nd season at USC, Southern California 1995)
Assistant Coach: Damian Elder (1st season at USC, Fresno State 2002)

NUMERICAL ROSTER

DAY DATE OPPONENT LOCATION TIME/TV
Fri.-Sat. Aug. 25-26 TCU Tournament Fort Worth, Texas 
Friday Aug. 25 Boise State  3:30 p.m.
  TCU  8:30 p.m.
Saturday Aug. 26 Loyola (Md.)  10:30 a.m.
  Texas A&M-Corpus Christi  6 p.m.
Thur.-Sat. Aug 31-Sept. 2 Clemson Tournament Clemson, S.C. 
Thursday Aug. 31 Clemson  7 p.m.
Friday Sept. 1 Charlotte  9 a.m.
  Tennessee State  2 p.m.
Saturday Sept. 2 Western Carolina  3 p.m.
Fri.-Sat. Sept. 8-9 South Carolina Tournament Columbia, S.C. 
Friday Sept. 8 St. John’s  10 a.m.
  Florida State vs. Southern California Noon
  Florida State vs. St. John’s  5:30 p.m.
  Southern California  8 p.m.
Saturday Sept. 9 St. John’s vs. Southern California 11 a.m.
  Florida State  1:30 p.m.
Friday Sept. 15 Auburn* Columbia, S.C. 7 p.m.
Sunday Sept. 17 Florida* Columbia, S.C. 1:30 p.m.
Friday Sept. 22 LSU* Baton Rouge, La. 8 p.m.
Sunday Sept. 24 Arkansas* Fayetteville, Ark. 2:30 p.m.
Wednesday Sept. 27 Georgia* Athens, Ga. 7 p.m.
Sunday Oct. 1 Alabama* Columbia, S.C. 1:30 p.m.
Friday Oct. 6 Tennessee* Knoxville, Tenn. 7 p.m.
Sunday Oct. 8 Kentucky* Lexington, Ky. 1:30 p.m.
Friday Oct. 13 Mississippi* Columbia, S.C. 7 p.m.
Sunday Oct. 15 Mississippi State* Columbia, S.C. 1 p.m./SEC TV
Friday Oct. 20 Florida* Gainesville, Fla. 8 p.m.
Sunday Oct. 22 Auburn* Auburn, Ala. 2:30 p.m.
Friday Oct. 27 Arkansas* Columbia, S.C. 7 p.m.
Sunday Oct. 29 LSU* Columbia, S.C. 1:30 p.m.
Friday Nov. 3 Mississippi State* Starkville, Miss. 8 p.m.
Sunday Nov. 5 Mississippi* Oxford, Miss. 2:30 p.m.
Friday Nov. 10 Kentucky* Columbia, S.C. 7 p.m.
Sunday Nov. 12 Tennessee* Columbia, S.C. 1:30 p.m.
Wednesday Nov. 15 Georgia* Columbia, S.C. 7 p.m.
Friday Nov. 17 Alabama* Tuscaloosa, Ala. 8 p.m.
Wednesday Nov. 22 College of Charleston Columbia, S.C. 5 p.m.

All times are Eastern
* Denotes Southeastern Conference match
Home matches in bold
Schedule subject to change

SCHEDULE

 NO NAME POS YR-EXP
 4 Sarah Cline DS Fr.-HS
 14 Shonda Cole OH Sr.-3L
 8 Dinelia Concepcion L/DS So.-1L
 11 Christine Hauer MB Fr.-HS
 3 Crystal Johnson MB Jr.-2L*
 1 Ivana Kujundzic MB Fr.-HS
 9 Petra Lorenzi S So.-1L
 7 Marija Milosevic OH So.-1L
 13 Meredith Moorhead OH Fr.-HS
 20 Belita Salters MB So.-1L*
 2 Iris Santos S/OH Sr.-3L
 6 Alexcis Thomson DS/S Sr.-3L
 5 Lynae Vanden Hull OH Sr.-3L*

* Indicates redshirt

ALPHABETICAL 
ROSTER

Marija Milosevic was second on the team in kills 
last season and earned a place on the SEC All-
Freshman Team.

Shonda Cole ...............................SHAHN-duh
Dinelia Concepcion .................. di-NELL-yuh
 con-sep-SEE-ohn
Christine Hauer ................................. HOW-er
Ivana Kujundzic ........................ ee-VAW-nuh
 koo-yoon-JEECH
Petra Lorenzi .............. pay-TRUH lor-EN-zee
Marija Milosevic ......................... mar-EE-yuh
 mi-low-SAH-vich 
Belita Salters................................ ba-LEE-tuh
Iris Santos ........................ EAR-is san-TOSE
Lynae Vanden Hull ..............................lih-NAY

PRONUNCIATION
GUIDE
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RADIO/TV SPOTTING CHARTRADIO/TV SPOTTING CHART

2

IRIS
SANTOS

S/OH } 5-10 } Sr.-3L
Santo Domingo,

Dominican Republic
(Dora de la Salle)

 Notes:

 
 

6

ALEXCIS
THOMSON

DS/S } 5-10 } Sr.-3L
North York, Ontario, 

Canada
(Don Mills)

 Notes:

 
 

9

PETRA
LORENZI

S } 5-9 } So.-1L
Crescent City, Calif.

(Del Norte)

 Notes:

 
 

4

SARAH
CLINE

DS } 5-7 } Fr.-HS
Rock Hill, S.C.
(Northwestern)

 Notes:

 
 

3

CRYSTAL
JOHNSON

MB } 6-0 } Jr.-2L
Camden, S.C.

(Camden)

 Notes:

 
 

7

MARIJA
MILOSEVIC

OH } 6-0 } So.-1L
Ljig, Serbia
(“Gimnazija”
Lazarevac)

 Notes:

 
 

14

SHONDA
COLE

OH } 6-1 } Sr.-3L
Kings Mountain, N.C.

(Kings Mountain)

 Notes:

 
 11

CHRISTINE
HAUER

MB } 5-11 } Fr.-HS
Aiken, S.C.

(Aiken)

 Notes:

 
 

5

LYNAE
VANDEN HULL

OH } 6-2 } Sr.-3L
Papillion, Neb.

(Papillion La Vista)

 Notes:

 
 

8

DINELIA
CONCEPCION

L/DS } 5-3 } So.-1L
Deltona, Fla.
(Pine Ridge)

 Notes:

 
 

20

BELITA
SALTERS

MB } 6-1 } So.-1L
Lake City, S.C.

(Lake City)

 Notes:

 
 

13

MEREDITH
MOORHEAD

OH } 6-1 } Fr.-HS
Charlotte, N.C.

(Providence Senior)

 Notes:

 
 

Nancy Somera
Head Coach

Ben Somera
Associate Head Coach

Damian Elder
Assistant Coach

1

IVANA
KUJUNDZIC

MB } 6-1 } Fr.-HS
Subotica, Serbia
(Bosa Milicevic)

 Notes:
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SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCESOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE

} The 2005 season marked the 16th consecutive season in which the 
SEC placed at least two teams in the NCAA Tournament.

} A record-breaking six SEC teams earned berths to the NCAA Tourna-
ment, shattering the previous record of four.

} Nine of the 11 teams in the SEC posted double-digit wins in 2005 
and fi ve had 20-plus victories. Florida led the way with an SEC-high 
33 wins. Tennessee had 25, while Alabama had 23, and LSU and 
Arkansas posted 21 victories on the year.

} Arkansas and LSU claimed a share of the Western Division crown in 
2005, and Florida earned the Eastern Division championship.

} Florida captured its 12th SEC Tournament championship and ad-
vanced to the NCAA quarterfi nals.

} Tennessee made its eighth NCAA appearance and advanced to the 
NCAA semifi nals before falling to eventual champion Washington.

} Three players were named AVCA All-America, and nine players were 
selected to the AVCA All-District Teams.

} In the past 15 years, 837 student-athletes have earned a place on 
the SEC Academic Honor Roll.

SEC VOLLEYBALL NOTES
 Year after year, the Southeastern Conference shows why it is consid-
ered one of the premier volleyball conferences in the nation, and the 2005 
season was certainly no exception.
 Florida captured its 12th SEC Tournament championship and made its 
15th NCAA Tournament appearance while advancing to the quarterfi nals. 
Tennessee made its eighth trip to the NCAA Tournament, falling to eventual 
national champion Washington in the national semis. Alabama, Arkansas, 
Kentucky and LSU also made the NCAA fi eld of 64.
 In the decade of the 1990s, the SEC made stellar contributions in vol-
leyball. The conference has sent at least two SEC teams to the NCAA Tour-
nament in every season the past 16 years. An SEC team has reached the 
Final Four seven of 10 seasons in the ’90s with the league having a team 
advance to a regional fi nal nine of those 10 years.
 Since the inaugural SEC volleyball championship in 1979, many 
changes have occurred in the conference with volleyball. The addition of 
Arkansas and South Carolina to the league in 1991 brought the divisional 
format to the sport with fi ve teams competing in the Eastern Division and six 
teams in the Western Division. In 1999, the tournament format was changed 
to include only the top eight teams from the regular-season standings. The 
2006 campaign marks another dramatic change for SEC volleyball, as a 
post-season tournament will not be played for the fi rst time in 27 years.
 Along with the popularity growth throughout the country, women’s vol-
leyball has also grown in the SEC. A benchmark in the growth came in 
1995 when SEC volleyball was fi rst broadcasted on SEC TV (FOX Sports 
Net South, FOX Sports Net Southwest and Sunshine Network) on a tape-
delayed basis. For the past seven seasons, the coverage has grown to live 
telecasts of several regular-season matches. SEC volleyball will continue 
to enjoy live coverage in 2006 on SEC TV to the tune of almost 22 million 
subscribers in the conference’s nine-state region.

VOLLEYBALL IN THE SEC

THE STANDARD OF EXCELLENCE
 The Southeastern Conference, 
with its storied 74-year history of athletic 
achievements and academic excellence, 
has built perhaps the greatest tradition of 
intercollegiate competition of any league in 
the country.
 The 2005-06 academic year was an-
other memorable season for the SEC, as conference teams captured six 
national titles and six national runner-up fi nishes. Since 1990, the league 
has won 113 national team championships for an average of more than six 
per year.
 Arkansas won the conference’s fi rst NCAA title of the year in men’s 
indoor track and fi eld. Auburn won both the men’s and women’s swimming 
and diving titles, and Florida won the NCAA men’s basketball champion-
ship. Georgia claimed the NCAA title in women’s gymnastics, and Auburn 
earned the women’s outdoor track and fi eld championship.
 Overall, the SEC fi nished in the top two in 10 of its 20 sponsored sports 
and in the top fi ve in 16 of the 20 sports. Six SEC teams participated in 
football postseason bowls with Alabama, Florida and LSU winning the Cot-
ton, Outback and Peach Bowls, respectively. Six men’s basketball teams 
were invited to the NCAA Tournament with Florida winning its fi rst NCAA 
Men’s Basketball Championship and LSU advancing to the Men’s Final 
Four. Six women’s basketball teams were also invited to the NCAA Tourna-
ment with LSU advancing to the Women’s Final Four. An NCAA-high eight 
teams advanced to postseason play in baseball with Georgia advancing to 
the College World Series. With 159 teams advancing to NCAA postseason 
competition, the SEC continued to solidify its place as the nation’s premier 
conference.
 In addition to the six team championships, 71 SEC student-athletes 
garnered individual national championships, while 460 were awarded fi rst-
team All-America honors. Student-athletes around the league continued to 
excel in the classroom as well with 1,631 earning recognition on the SEC 
Academic Honor Roll.
 On the national all-sport level, the SEC placed nine teams in the top 50 
of the U.S Sports Academy Directors’ Cup rankings. Florida led the league 
with a fi fth-place fi nish. Georgia placed ninth, while Tennessee was 14th, 
LSU 20th, Alabama 21st, Auburn 25th, Arkansas 28th, Kentucky 33rd and 
South Carolina 43rd. Vanderbilt (64) and Mississippi (75) also fi nished in the 
top 100 of the standings.

GENERAL INFORMATION
Founded ..........................................................................................1933
Members (12) ..................................................... Alabama Crimson Tide
 Arkansas Razorbacks (Lady Razorbacks)
 Auburn Tigers
 Florida Gators
 Georgia Bulldogs
 Kentucky Wildcats
 LSU Tigers
 Mississippi Rebels
 Mississippi State Bulldogs
 South Carolina Gamecocks
 Tennessee Volunteers (Lady Volunteers)
 Vanderbilt Commodores
Commissioner................................................................Michael L. Slive
Executive Associate Commissioner ..............................Mark Womack
Associate Commissioner..............................................Mark Whitworth
Associate Commissioner............................................... Charles Bloom
Associate Commissioner................................................Debbie Corum
Associate Commissioner..................................................Greg Sankey
Assistant Commissioner .................................................. Craig Mattox
Assistant Commissioner ......................................................Gil Grimes
Assistant Commissioner ........................................... Laronica Conway
Address ........................................... 2201 Richard Arrington Blvd. North
 Birmingham, AL 35203

MEDIA RELATIONS DIRECTORY
Associate Commissioner............................................... Charles Bloom
E-mail Address ............................................................cbloom@sec.org
Associate Director ........................................................Dewayne Peevy
E-mail Address ............................................................dpeevy@sec.org
Associate Director .......................................................... Tammy Wilson
E-mail Address ............................................................ twilson@sec.org
Assistant Director............................................................ Chuck Dunlap
E-mail Address ...........................................................cdunlap@sec.org
Intern/Volleyball SID ..............................................................Kyle Lewis
E-mail Address .....................................................mediaintern@sec.org
Phone Number ............................................................... (205) 458-3010
Fax Number .................................................................... (205) 458-3030
Web Address ...........................................................www.secsports.com

SEC QUICK FACTS
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2006 SEC SCHEDULE2006 SEC SCHEDULE

SEPTEMBER
13 (Wednesday)
Mississippi at Mississippi State

15 (Friday)
Mississippi State at Alabama
Arkansas at Kentucky
LSU at Tennessee
Auburn at South Carolina
Florida at Georgia

17 (Sunday)
Mississippi at Alabama
Arkansas at Tennessee
LSU at Kentucky
Auburn at Georgia
Florida at South Carolina

20 (Wednesday)
Auburn at Florida

22 (Friday)
Alabama at Auburn
Georgia at Arkansas
South Carolina at LSU
Kentucky at Mississippi State
Tennessee at Mississippi

24 (Sunday)
Alabama at Florida
South Carolina at Arkansas
Georgia at LSU
Kentucky at Mississippi
Tennessee at Mississippi State

27 (Wednesday)
South Carolina at Georgia

29 (Friday)
Alabama at Georgia
Mississippi State at Arkansas
Mississippi at LSU
Tennessee at Auburn
Kentucky at Florida

OCTOBER
1 (Sunday)
Alabama at South Carolina
Mississippi at Arkansas
Mississippi State at LSU
Kentucky at Auburn
Tennessee at Florida

4 (Wednesday)
LSU at Arkansas

6 (Friday)
Arkansas at Alabama
Auburn at Mississippi
Florida at Mississippi State
Georgia at Kentucky
South Carolina at Tennessee

8 (Sunday)
LSU at Alabama
Auburn at Mississippi State
Florida at Mississippi
Georgia at Tennessee
South Carolina at Kentucky

11 (Wednesday)
Tennessee at Kentucky

13 (Friday)
Kentucky at Alabama
Arkansas at Florida
LSU Auburn
Mississippi at South Carolina
Mississippi State at Georgia

15 (Sunday)
Tennessee at Alabama
Arkansas at Auburn
LSU at Florida
Mississippi at Georgia
Mississippi State at South Carolina

18 (Wednesday)
Mississippi State at Mississippi

20 (Friday)
Alabama at Mississippi
Georgia at Auburn
South Carolina at Florida
Kentucky at LSU
Tennessee at Arkansas

22 (Sunday)
Alabama at Mississippi State
Georgia at Florida
South Carolina at Auburn
Kentucky at Arkansas
Tennessee at LSU

25 (Wednesday)
Florida at Auburn

27 (Friday)
Arkansas at South Carolina
LSU at Georgia
Auburn at Alabama
Mississippi at Kentucky
Mississippi State at Tennessee

29 (Sunday)
Arkansas at Georgia
LSU at South Carolina
Florida at Alabama
Mississippi at Tennessee
Mississippi State at Kentucky

NOVEMBER
1 (Wednesday)
Kentucky at Tennessee

3 (Friday)
Alabama at Tennessee
Auburn at Arkansas
Florida at LSU
Georgia at Mississippi
South Carolina at Mississippi State

5 (Sunday)
Alabama at Kentucky
Auburn at LSU
Florida at Arkansas
Georgia at Mississippi State
South Carolina at Mississippi

8 (Wednesday)
Mississippi at Florida
Arkansas at LSU

10 (Friday)
Alabama at LSU
Kentucky at South Carolina
Tennessee at Georgia
Mississippi State at Auburn

12 (Sunday)
Alabama at Arkansas
Kentucky at Georgia
Tennessee at South Carolina
Mississippi at Auburn
Mississippi State at Florida

15 (Wednesday)
Georgia at South Carolina

17 (Friday)
Arkansas at Mississippi
LSU at Mississippi State
Auburn at Kentucky
Florida at Tennessee
South Carolina at Alabama

19 (Sunday)
Arkansas at Mississippi State
LSU at Mississippi
Auburn at Tennessee
Florida at Kentucky
Georgia at Alabama

Sophomore setter Petra Lorenzi played in all 
16 of USC’s conference matches in 2005. SEC 
teams will play 20 matches this season, as the 
league abolished its conference tournament.
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VOLLEYBALL COMPETITION FACILITYVOLLEYBALL COMPETITION FACILITY

YEARLY TEAM RECORDS
 SEC OVERALL
YEAR W L PCT W L PCT TOP CROWD (OPP)
1996 5 1 .833 11 3 .786 1,284 (Clemson)
1997 6 2 .750 9 3 .750 1,203 (Florida)
1998 5 3 .625 12 3 .800 1,380 (Clemson)
1999 5 1 .833 7 2 .778 894 (Florida)
2000 5 1 .833 15 2 .882 1,582 (Florida)
2001 6 2 .750 9 2 .818 1,793 (Florida)
2002 7 1 .875 12 1 .923 1,276 (Florida)
2003 3 5 .375 5 7 .417 1,024 (Florida)
2004 2 6 .250 5 7 .417 787 (Florida)
2005 4 4 .500 6 4 .600 793 (Alabama)
TOTALS 48 26 .649 91 34 .728

TOP 10 CROWDS
 RANK CROWD OPPONENT (DATE) SCORE W/L
 1. 1,793 Florida (9/21/2004) 2-3 L
 2. 1,582 Florida (11/18/2000) 0-3 L
 3. 1,380 Clemson (9/16/1998) 3-0 W
 4. 1,290 Florida (10/2/1998) 1-3 L
 5. 1,284 Clemson (9/18/1996) 3-0 W
 6. 1,278 Georgia (11/10/2000) 3-0 W
 7. 1,276 Florida (10/27/2002) 0-3 L
 8. 1,246 Clemson (9/10/2002) 3-2 W
 9. 1,207 Mississippi (11/22/1996) 3-0 W
 10. 1,203 Florida (10/31/1997) 1-3 L

Note: In 2004, South Carolina hosted Clemson in front of 1,965 fans, 
however, the match was played at the Colonial Center.

SOUTH CAROLINA MATCH RECORDS
(Team First, Individual Second)

Kills Player Opponent Date
86 ——— Arkansas 11/23/1996
24 Heather Larkin Kentucky 10/24/1997

Attacks Player Opponent Date
225 ——— Arkansas 11/23/1996
69 Fernanda Laires Arkansas 11/23/1996

Hitting Pct. Player Opponent Date
.561 ——— Liberty 9/1/2000
.615 Berna Dwyer Georgia 11/10/2000

Assists Player Opponent Date
74 ——— Alabama 10/6/1996
70 Ashley Edlund Alabama 10/6/1996

Aces Player Opponent Date
16, 5x ——— Alabama, last 9/29/2002
8, 2x Megan Hosp, last Creighton 9/7/2002

Digs Player Opponent Date
98, 2x ——— Auburn, last 10/4/1996
31 Fernanda Laires Kentucky 10/24/1997

Block Solos Player Opponent Date
12 ——— Illinois-Chicago 9/7/1996
4 Heather Larkin Arkansas 10/5/1997

Block Assists Player Opponent Date
28, 2x ——— Santa Clara, last 9/18/2003
10 Berna Dwyer Arizona State 9/6/2002

Total Blocks Player Opponent Date
17.0 ——— Santa Clara 9/18/2003
10, 2x Berna Dwyer, last Arizona State 9/6/2002

FACILITY RECORDS

Large crowds can be found at the Volleyball Competition Facility on game 
days. The largest throng in history came Sept. 21, 2001, when the Game-
cocks hosted Florida in front of 1,793 fans.

South Carolina’s Volleyball Competition Facility opened for the 1996 sea-
son. It was completed at a cost of $4.6 million and features a seating capac-
ity of 2,000. The building also houses the volleyball staff.
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