
BEING A GAMECOCK FOR LIFE 
Key Points 
Once a Gamecock…Always a Gamecock! Former student-

athletes must abide by the rules and regulations of the 
NCAA, the Southeastern Conference, and the University of 
South Carolina. 

Negative actions by former student-athletes (or individuals 
affiliated with them) may adversely affect the University of 
South Carolina, our coaches, and/or our student-athletes. 

Former Student-Athletes may not provide any financial 
assistance or special arrangements to current and/or 
former student-athletes or their families. 

Contact the Office of Compliance Services is you have 
questions regarding  interaction with current student-
athletes or prospects. 

examples of issues & violations involving 
former student-athletes 

Extra Benefits (Issues involving current student-
athletes) 
Former student-athletes may not provide living expenses 

(e.g., mortgage, car payments, utilities, child support, etc.) 
for current student-athletes.  

Former student-athletes may not provide training expenses 
(e.g., travel, equipment, facility rental, etc.) for current 
student-athletes.  

Former student-athletes may not provide nominal expenses 
(e.g., Gamecock Club dues, cover the cost of South Carolina 
football season tickets, etc.) for current student-
athletes. 

Former student-athletes may not provide tickets to 
professional sporting events/concerts/etc., to current 
student-athletes. 

Former student-athletes may provide an occasional meal 
for student-athletes provided they get prior approval from 
the Office of Compliance Services. 

Recruiting Contacts & Inducements (issues involving 
interaction with prospects) 
It is NOT permissible for boosters (including former 

student-athletes) to have recruiting contacts (e.g., 
promoting South Carolina, encourage coming to South 
Carolina) with a prospect or the prospect’s relatives or 
legal guardian(s). This restriction includes prospects that 
have signed a valid a National Letter of Intent and/or 
accepted an offer of financial aid from South Carolina. 



In-person, on– or off-campus recruiting contact with a 
prospect or the prospect’s relatives or legal guardian(s) 
by a booster or former student-athlete is prohibited. 

If the prospect is with an institutional staff member and is 
approached by a booster or former student-athlete, the 
staff member is required to take steps to prevent the 
prospect from having contact with the booster . 

Unavoidable or incidental contact between a former student 
athlete and a prospect is permissible provided the contact 
is not  prearranged by the former student-athlete, does not 
take place on the grounds of the prospect’s educational 
institution or at the sites of organized competition and 
practice involving the prospect or the prospect’s team (high 
school, preparatory school, two-year college or all-star 
team), is not made for the purpose of recruitment of the 
prospect, and involves only normal civility. 

 
We’re Talking About PRACTICE! 
Issues involving former student-athletes engaging in practice 
activities:  
Former student-athletes may participate in organized South 

Carolina athletics team practice sessions, provided the 
former student-athlete receives prior approval for such 
activities from the Head Coach, Athletic Training Staff, and 
the Office of Compliance Services. 

Former student-athletes may not participate in any coaching 
activities unless he or she has been hired by South Carolina 
as a designated coach. 

 
Mentoring & Networking 
Former student-athletes mentoring or providing networking to 
current and/or former student-athletes may be permissible in 
certain situations. Please contact the Coordinator of Student 
Development in Academic Services at 803.777.8521. 
 
Donations & Scholarships 
Former student-athletes may not provide current or former 

student-athletes with scholarships or financial aid. 
However, you may contact the Athletic Development Office 
about donation options (803 777-4276). 

Former student-athletes may not award financial aid 
through a scholarship program to the children of former 
student-athletes. 

 

If you have questions, please contact Compliance Services or visit 
our website at GamecocksOnline.com. 

 

Office of Compliance Services 
Rice Athletics Center – 3rd Floor, 

1304 Heyward St. • Phone: (803) 777-1519 • Fax: (803) 777-9070 
Email: athcompl@mailbox.sc.edu 


