
Key Points 
 Student-athletes may not receive discounts or free items 

from any tattoo parlor or small business unless available 
to the general student body. 

 Tattoo parlors, may not use student-athletes or their 
likeness, at any time, to endorse or promote a commercial 
business, its name, or products, either directly or 
indirectly. 
 

Examples of Issues & Violations Involving 
Tattoo Parlors 

 

Discounts and Credits 
 Student-athletes may not receive preferential treatment, 

benefits, or services because of the athlete’s individual 
reputation, athletic skill, or potential for pay-back as a 
professional athlete. 

 Student-athletes may not receive a special discount, payment 
arrangement or credit on a purchase or service from a local 
business, such as a tattoo parlor. 

 A student athlete may not trade “memorabilia” (i.e. jerseys, 
clothing, autographs, etc.) in exchange for a service or 
product, nor for a reduced rate on a service or product. 

 Student-athletes, their relatives, or friends may not receive 
benefits (i.e. free or reduced price tattoos, piercings, etc.) 
because the student is a student-athlete, if the benefit is not 
generally available to the general student body. 

 tattoo parlors may not allow student-athletes to have a 
“tab” if that option is not available to the general public or 
student body in general. 

 
Prohibited Forms of Pay 
 It is a violation of amateurism rules for tattoo parlors to 

fundraise or make donations to a high school and/or South 
Carolina student-athletes based upon the student-athletes’ 
athletic reputation or skill. 

 If an employee of a tattoo parlor, a student-athlete must 
receive the going rate of pay for the job that they perform 
and must receive payment only for the work they complete. 

 Friends and family of student-athletes are held to the same 
standards as student-athletes, therefore they cannot 
receive payment, in any form from a tattoo parlor for the 
student-athlete’s athletic reputation or likeness.  



 
Promotional Activities with Student-Athletes 
 
 tattoo parlors may not compensate student-athletes for 

or use their names (i.e. autographs, signed 
paraphernalia, etc.) or pictures (i.e. displaying 
photographs of student athletes endorsing or 
supporting a product or service, etc.) to advertise, 
recommend, or promote directly the sale or use of a 
commercial product or service of any kind.  Student-
athletes may not expressly or implicitly endorse a 
commercial product or service (e.g., tattoo parlor, 
local business, etc.) through their use of such product 
or service. Doing so will jeopardize a student-athletes’ 
eligibility.  

 
 tattoo parlors may not compensate student-athletes for 

endorsing a commercial product or service through the 
individual’s use of such product or service. Doing so will 
jeopardize a student-athletes’ eligibility. 

 
 tattoo parlors may not use student-athletes’ names or 

pictures in a “name-the-player” contest for the purpose 
of promoting that business. Doing so will jeopardize a 
student-athletes’ eligibility. 

 
 If student-athletes’ names or pictures appears on 

commercial items, or is used to promote a commercial 
product without the student-athletes’ knowledge or 
permission, student-athletes and the institution are 
required to take steps to stop such an activity in order 
to retain the student-athlete’s eligibility. 

If you have questions , please contact 
Compliance Services or visit our website at 

GamecocksOnline.com. 

Office of Compliance Services 
Rice Athletics Center – 3rd Floor 

1304 Heyward St. • Phone: (803) 777-1519 • Fax: (803) 777-9070 
Email: athcompl@mailbox.sc.edu 


