
 
 
 
South Carolina at Vanderbilt 
September 20, 2014 
 
Head Coach Steve Spurrier 
Opening Statement:  
"That was a game I didn't like a bit, although the offenses the kids scored a bunch of points here and there. Brison Williams picked 
one off and get a defensive score, we sort of thought we might be able to get one. The way we played is embarrassing. I told the guys 
it was just embarrassing, and I'm the head coach of this embarrassing group of guys. Allowed two kickoff returns and our defensive 
backs won't turn around and look for the ball when they lob it down the field in three deep. And they throw it off the two-yard line and 
their kid just runs right by there. It's embarrassing, but we are what we are. We're not a very good team, but we're 3-1 some how. And 
we got all  the voters fooled thinking we're pretty good and I guess that's because we beat Georgia. But anyways, I don't know exactly 
what all can help this team. We thought we coached our butts off all week and could look like a decent team. And of course they run 
the opening kickoff back, so I'm taking over kickoff. I told coach Joe Robinson I can't watch that anymore, I'm taking over. If we have 
to pooch it on the ground, which was pretty good for us, that grounder... Maybe we found something Landon (Ard) can do something 
better than anyone in the country with that grounder. It took a funny hop every time. But it was sad, running right by the kickoff return 
guy and he just split us just about every time I guess. But anyways it was discouraging but it is what it is. We have to almost score a 
touchdown every time or else we'll get our butts beat some how or another it seems like. Fortunately, we were able to score a bunch. 
Guys hit some passes, Dylan (Thompson) had a few good ones here and there and missed some here and there, missed some long 
balls. Pharoh Cooper had a heck of a game, he got the game ball for 10 catches and that long run there at the end that I thought put it 
away. But Dylan put it in there at the end and I thought that was a mistake, I should have taken about three downs and try to sneak that 
thing in because there was about four minutes left and we only had a 14-point lead. I was nervous, but fortunately they didn't recover 
the kick and score like they did in 30 or 45 seconds. They would have had an onside kick to go tie the game. So that was a mistake on 
my part letting them score with four minutes left in the game. So I'll try to get smarter in the future and hopefully we can get better, 
but it was embarrassing."  
 
On the performance by Vanderbilt:  
"Well, Vanderbilt has not been an offensive juggernaut in the SEC and we did hold them to not a lot of points. We got the turnover 
and they did quite have 400 yards, which is good. They did have 55 plays and that was pretty good. We had 68 plays to their 55, but 
holding Vandy to 380 yards, I think that's their best for the year, but I'm not sure. We did some good plays here and there, but we can't 
brag about what we did defensively here today."  
 
On calling pass plays:  
"Well we had the guys open deep, but as you know we didn't hit any of them. Dylan (Thompson) over threw and one of them, Shaq 
Roland did catch. I thought he should have sprinted through it, but he stopped and leaped and missed. Maybe it was a little too far, but 
I don't know. So we got 2nd and 10 and a couple of runs called... we threw that little quick screen out there for minus five with minus 
three starting out, but it was a bad start but we only had three punts in the game. Offensively we only had about 450 yards, so those 
guys played well. Vandy always played us pretty tough. I think that's the most we've scored on them since I've been here and we got 
one defensive score on them, but they stopped us a bunch. Made a bunch of third downs there in the fourth quarter that was helpful, it 
really was. Elliot Fry made all his field goals, which was very helpful. But we've all seen good football teams, we ain't one, the way 
we played... Don't say we're one, but maybe we can be. It was no fun watching us play for me tonight." 
 
 
 
 
 



• South Carolina Player Quotes • 
 
Pharoh Cooper • Wide Receiver 
On persevering through the whole game:  
"It's not easy to get up, but that's football. That's the game. You're gonna take some hits, take some shots, be bruised up after the game. 
We just gotta have the mindset to keep pushing and win the game."  
 
On being a player South Carolina can count on:  
"I wanna be a guy our team can count on--whether it be any position on our team--special teams, wildcat formation or receiving but I 
wanna be a guy our team can count on every play."  
 
On his 70-yard run:  
"It was a power sweep to the right. The linemen made a great block, I came off his hip and I just hit it, I wasn't even looking at the end 
zone, I was looking at the scoreboard." 
 
Mike Davis • Running Back 
On being active on offense:  
"Whatever the coaches call, I'm always down for it. It felt great to get those 10, eight yard runs.  
 
"I was just trying to make a play and get my team hyped. I look forward to those highlight runs."  
 
On if South Carolina is where it needs to be at this point in the season:  
"Not really, but things happen and I'm happy where we are. We're a great team, we have a great offensive line, and great skilled 
people around us. I love my guys to death."  
 
On if the game was what Spurrier characterized as "embarrassing":  
"We did play sloppy in the beginning, it was the first away game, so we struggled in the beginning but we got it together. Coming into 
the second half we said the score was zero to zero, it's a new game. We just came out there, executed, and did our job like we were 
supposed to." 
 
Dylan Thompson • Quarterback 
On the performance by Pharoh Cooper:  
"Pharoh can just do it all. We saw that tonight. I was telling him in the third quarter `I'm sorry man. Every time you have a 
completion, you get rocked'. He keeps getting back up and played his butt off. He doesn't take any credit outside the locker room or 
anything like that. He's just a humble kid that comes to work every day. So you have to appreciate that."  
 
On Spurrier's disposition after the game:  
"Probably not but probably the same can be said for the other guys in the locker room. We can't play like that. We have to sharpen up 
in every facet of the game. We come in here and just play sloppy. It was sloppy game; hard to watch as a fan I'm sure. We did get the 
win. You appreciate road wins especially in the SEC. But we have to sharpen up."  
 
On the pressure felt after the early deficit:  
"I just know that we tried to play and whatever coach calls in, we'll try to do the best we can and do that. We just have to sharpen up 
on offense. We didn't have a bad game offensively I don't think. We just have to get sharper and we'll do that this week in practice."  
 
On early frustration in the passing game:  
"I have to take responsibility for that because anytime we got guys open, I have to hit them. Regardless of anything or any other 
circumstance. I should have hit two of those I felt like. But we didn't quit, kept fighting and got a win on the road."  
 
On the kickoff returns:  
"It's different. That's something that usually doesn't happen in the game. But at the same time, we can't control that. So as an offense, 
we just do our job and to try to establish the run and be balanced. I thought the way that we responded to those was good for us and 
good to see it. You get put in different situations on the road to test you. I think we got tested tonight." 


