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 The 2011-12 South Carolina women’s basketball media guide was published by the University of South Carolina Athletics Media Relations office. The media 
guide was written, designed and edited by Diana Koval, assistant director for media relations, with assistance provided by the media relations staff. Thanks to the 
student assistants of the Athletics Media Relations office for their tireless research in the history and record sections.
 Travis Bell provided student-athlete posed photos and action photography. Action photos also were taken by Bell and Allen Sharpe. Special thanks to 
Jesse D. Garrabrant/NBAE/Getty Images for Staley coaching USA Basketball (pg. 9), NBAE/Getty Images for Staley carrying U.S. flag (pg. 9), Nathanial 
S. Butler/NBAE/Getty Images for Staley playing for USA basketball (pg. 10) and Garrett Ellwood/NBAE/Getty Images for Staley on medal stand (pg. 11).
 The outside covers were designed by Old Hat Creative. The inside covers were designed by Diana Koval. The guide was printed by Service Printing.
 On the Covers
  Front – First Row: Ebony Wilson, La’Keisha Sutton, Courtney Newton, Markeshia Grant; Second Row: Ieasia Walker, Ashley Bruner.
  Back – First Row: Elem Ibiam, Aleighsa Welch, Sancheon White; Second Row: Pamela Decheva, Shelbretta Ball, Imani Sellers, Tina Roy.

Credits
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Numerical
 No. Name Pos. Ht. Yr. Hometown/Last School/High School
 0 Imani Sellers G 5-8 Jr. Holly Hill, S.C./Lake Marion
 1 Ebony Wilson G 5-8 Sr. Newark, N.J./Rend Lake College
 2 Shelbretta Ball G 5-8 Fr. Jackson, Miss./Jackson Academy
 3 Ieasia Walker G 5-8 Jr. Amityville, N.Y./Copiague
 5 Markeshia Grant G 5-6 Sr. Tampa, Fla./College of Central Florida
 11 La’Keisha Sutton G 5-8 Sr. Trenton, N.J./Trenton Catholic
 12 Charenee Stephens F 6-0 Sr. Decatur, Ga./Southwest DeKalb
 20 Sancheon White G 5-10 Jr. Hammond, Ind./Central Arizona College
 21 Ashley Bruner F 6-0 Jr. Norman, Okla./Norman
 22 Courtney Newton F 5-9 Sr. Flowery Branch, Ga./Flowery Branch
 23 Tina Roy G 5-11 Fr. Kaplan, La./Kaplan
 24 Aleighsa Welch F 6-0 Fr. Goose Creek, S.C./Goose Creek
 30 Pamela Decheva F 6-1 Fr. Sofia, Bulgaria
 33 Elem Ibiam F 6-3 Fr. Fayetteville, Ga./Fayette County

Alphabetical
 No. Name Pos. Ht. Yr. Hometown/Last School
 2 Shelbretta Ball G 5-8 Fr. Jackson, Miss./Jackson Academy
 21 Ashley Bruner F 6-0 Jr. Norman, Okla./Norman
 30 Pamela Decheva F 6-1 Fr. Sofia, Bulgaria
 5 Markeshia Grant G 5-6 Sr. Tampa, Fla./College of Central Florida
 33 Elem Ibiam F 6-3 Fr. Fayetteville, Ga./Fayette County
 22 Courtney Newton F 5-9 Sr. Flowery Branch, Ga./Flowery Branch
 23 Tina Roy G 5-11 Fr. Kaplan, La./Kaplan
 0 Imani Sellers G 5-8 Jr. Holly Hill, S.C./Lake Marion
 12 Charenee Stephens F 6-0 Sr. Decatur, Ga./Southwest DeKalb
 11 La’Keisha Sutton G 5-8 Sr. Trenton, N.J./Trenton Catholic
 3 Ieasia Walker G 5-8 Jr. Amityville, N.Y./Copiague
 24 Aleighsa Welch F 6-0 Fr. Goose Creek, S.C./Goose Creek
 20 Sancheon White G 5-10 Jr. Hammond, Ind./Central Arizona College
 1 Ebony Wilson G 5-8 Sr. Newark, N.J./Rend Lake College

Head Coach: Dawn Staley
Assoc. Head Coach: Lisa Boyer
Assistant Coaches: Nikki McCray, Darius Taylor

2011-12 Gamecocks

By State
Georgia (3): Elem Ibiam, Courtney Newton, Charenee Stephens.
New Jersey (2): La’Keisha Sutton, Ebony Wilson.
South Carolina (2): Imani Sellers, Aleighsa Welch.
Florida (1): Markeshia Grant.
Indiana (1): Sancheon White.
Louisiana (1): Tina Roy.
Mississippi (1): Shelbretta Ball
New York (1): Ieasia Walker.
Oklahoma (1): Ashley Bruner.
International (1): Pamela Decheva

By Class
Senior (5): Markeshia Grant, Courtney Newton, Charenee Stephens, 
La’Keisha Sutton, Ebony Wilson.
Junior (4): Ashley Bruner, Imani Sellers Ieasia Walker, Sancheon White.
Freshman (5): Shelbretta Ball, Pamela Decheva, Elem Ibiam, Tina Roy, 
Aleighsa Welch.

By Position
Guard (8): Shelbretta Ball, Markeshia Grant, Tina Roy, Imani Sellers, 
La’Keisha Sutton, Ieasia Walker, Sancheon White, Ebony Wilson.
Forward (6): Ashley Bruner, Pamela Decheva, Elem Ibiam, Courtney 
Newton, Charenee Stephens, Aleighsa Welch.

Pronunciation Guide
Ashley Bruner ........................................................................... BREW-ner
Pamela Decheva ................................................................. DETCH-iv-uh
Markeshia Grant .................................................................mar-KEY-shuh
Elem Ibiam ..................................................................ELL-um  IB-ee-um
Imani Sellers ............................................................................ i-MAH-nee
Charenee Stephens ..................................................................... shar-NAY
La’Keisha Sutton ..................................................................luh-KEY-shuh
Ieasia Walker ........................................................................ eye-EESH-uh
Aleighsa Welch ........................................................................uh-LEE-suh
Sancheon White ....................................................................SAN-chee-on

Roster Information
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 “I’m really excited about the chemistry that’s developed, ...the depth we’re 
going to have ...and the different specialized skill sets our players have.” – 
Head coach Dawn Staley
 Entering her fourth season at the helm of the Gamecocks, head coach 
Dawn Staley is beginning to feel comfortable with the way her program has 
started running itself. With a core group of eight returners – all juniors and 
seniors – who spent the summer and preseason preparing the newcomers for 
what lay ahead, the Gamecocks are poised to continue the program’s steady 
improvement under Staley’s watchful eye.
 “Our upperclassmen really understand what is expected of them, and they 
can draw on their experiences and lend them to our younger players,” Staley 
said. “That’s how you build, by having gone through some good things, some 
bad and some indifferent, and then you learn from them. We can move a lot 
quicker once we understand how to be successful.”
 Success is something the Gamecocks have chipped away at achieving 
since Staley arrived on campus prior to the 2008-09 campaign. A four-win 
improvement each season carried South Carolina into the WNIT last season, 
narrowly missing an NCAA berth after finishing tied for fifth in the SEC, the 
program’s best league finish since 2002-03. This year’s team is eyeing the next 
rung in the ladder – a spot in the 2012 NCAA Tournament.
 “My key message to the team, the thing I always tell them is that the 
disciplined person can do anything,” Staley said. “There is a certain kind of 
discipline and sacrifice that comes along with being successful. That applies 
to whatever you’re doing, if it’s education or building relationships or playing 
basketball.”
 South Carolina returns three starters among its eight upperclassmen, and 
the group includes last season’s top two in points, rebounds and assists. In fact, 
the Gamecocks bring back 74.5 percent of their scoring, 81.4 percent of their 
assists and 63.1 percent of their rebounds from 2010-11.

The Backcourt
 “What I like about our guards is that they can score in a variety of ways. 
All  of them are a threat when they have the ball in their hands, and that’s 
a good thing. There aren’t any weak links when the ball is being passed 
around the perimeter. There aren’t a lot of people defenders can play off, so 
every person will be keeping the defense honest.” – Head coach Dawn Staley
 Leading the Gamecocks’ charge toward the postseason will be the backcourt 
duo of senior La’Keisha Sutton and junior Ieasia Walker. Last season’s top 
two scorers are the backbone of both the offense and defense, and both have 
matured into confident, well-rounded players that keep opponents off balance 

no matter how many times they have faced the tandem. 
 With 10.2 points and 3.1 assists per game last season, Sutton became one 
of just 13 Gamecocks in school history to average that many assists while also 
averaging double-figure points. With a career scoring average of 10.3 points 
over her first three years, the Trenton, N.J., native has developed a keen passing 
eye and a mentality to get her teammates involved in the game.
 “What I see in La’Keisha is the ability to take over a game, but she looks at 
the bigger picture where she likes to ensure that her teammates are happy and 
that the bottom line is we win basketball games,” Staley said. “With this being 
her final year, I anticipate her being more aggressive with her shooting, which 
we actually tried to get her to do late last season. I don’t want her to come out 
and shoot every shot, but she has the experience of last year to draw on to 
continue to be more balanced in her offense.”
 Walker more than doubled her offensive production from her freshman to 
sophomore seasons, earning Second Team All-SEC honors from the league’s 
coaches behind a team-best 12.2 points per game. A threat on both sides of the 
ball, she also ranked third in the league in steals with 2.4 per game.
 “The difference in Ieasia from her freshman year is experience,” Staley said. 
“She has a strong build, a great mentality and an incredible work ethic, so I 
was happy to see that she was able to see something tangible come of that last 
year. The sky is the limit for her. She is still growing on the basketball court, 
and she’s maturing off the court to the point where she wants to take more of a 
leadership role with the newcomers.”
 Senior Markeshia Grant asserted herself late last season and worked tirelessly 
throughout the summer to raise her game to match those of Sutton and Walker. 
Grant turned in her best games of last season in postseason play, averaging a 
team-best 12.3 points per game during the SEC Tournament and WNIT. Her 
powerful will to win and trust in the coaching staff will be guiding forces for 
the team this season.
 Another senior, Ebony Wilson has developed her defensive game, which 
Staley looks for her to extend. A key sign of the maturity of this year’s team will 
be the extent to which everyone accepts and thrives in their roles, and Wilson 
can set that tone.
 “Ebony wants more, and I love her for that attitude,” Staley said. “If she Ieasia Walker is the Gamecocks’ top returning scorer from last season. She also finished 

third in the SEC in steals per game.

La’Keisha Sutton has become a team leader and developed all aspects of her game. She 
was second on the team in scoring last season while ranking seventh in the SEC in assists.

SEASON PREVIEW
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can accept her role, whatever that role is, she has the ability to change the 
complexion of any game.”
 Staley added height to the backcourt this season in the form of guards 
Tina Roy and Sancheon White. The duo raises the physical presence on the 
perimeter, and each adds a different element to the core group of three. 
 At 5-foot-11, Roy posted 31.1 points and 20 rebounds per game as a senior 
at Kaplan (La.) High. She earned Farm Bureau/Miss Basketball honors from 
the Louisiana Sports Writers Association for that effort, adding to her three-
time all-state honors.
 “Plain and simple, Tina can shoot the basketball,” Staley said. “She is going 
to be a special player, because to that shooting ability she adds a great basketball 
IQ, the ability to listen and the drive to be a good player.”
 White is a 5-foot-10 junior transfer from Central Arizona College where she 
earned First Team NJCAA All-Region I honors. In her prep days at Hammond 
(Ind.) High, she was a three-time all-area selection as well.
 “Sancheon is probably one of the quickest players on our team,” Staley said. 
“She has the unique ability to get out in front of other people and down the 
floor, which will change the tone of a game from the defensive end with easy 
buckets in transition.”
  
The Frontcourt
 “Our frontcourt players are driven to contribute more, mainly from an 
offensive standpoint because that’s what we lacked last year on a consistent 
basis. They have worked to the point where they’re going to contribute. We 
won’t be in a place where we pass it on the block because we have to. We’ll be 
passing to the block truly believing those players will do something positive 
with the ball.” – Head coach Dawn Staley
 The Gamecocks will have an undersized frontcourt again this season, but the 
trait was not as significant a problem last season as Staley had anticipated. The 
whole team’s commitment to rebounding allowed the Gamecocks to rank sixth 
in the SEC in rebounding margin despite being the only team without at least 
two players over 6-foot-1. 
 “Last season, we talked early on about being vertically challenged with 
rebounding,” Staley said. “We had to offset that by working hard, sticking to 
the techniques and pretty much wanting it more. We have the same plan and 
mentality in place for this year.”
 Beyond rebounding, though, Staley is looking for more offensive 
contribution from the post as well. Senior Charenee Stephens is capable of 
putting up good offensive numbers on the back of her rebounding, and Staley 
likes how the six-foot forward approached the offseason ahead of her final 
collegiate season. Stephens led the team in rebounding eight times last year 
and grabbed double-digit boards in five games. She enjoyed her best offensive 
season as a sophomore, which Staley looks for her to build upon in 2011-12.
 Junior Ashley Bruner was the team’s top rebounder last season but went 
through some growing pains in her first season as a regular part of the lineup. 
She exploded out of the blocks with back-to-back double-doubles in the 
season’s first two games, but then did not repeat the effort until the SEC opener 
at Georgia. Staley looks for Bruner to have more consistent efforts over the 
course of the season, which the coach knows her team needs to be successful. 
 “Once Ashley focuses on something, she is pretty good at it,” Staley said. 
“When you see her inconsistent play, though, it’s because of a lack of focus. 
Hopefully this season she can draw on some of the success she had last year and 
show more often the player she is capable of being night-in and night-out.”
 Fifth-year senior Courtney Newton is also back to mix things up in the 
post where Staley loves the toughness and never-back-down approach to 
every game. Enduring five different knee surgeries from her high school career 
through her first four seasons in Columbia, Newton is rarely intimidated by 
anything and has a warrior’s mentality  that Staley wants to see trickle down to 
every member of the team.
 “Courtney doesn’t back down from anybody or anything, and you want 
someone like that on your team because a lot of times the odds are stacked 
against us to win certain basketball games,” Staley said. “Her mentality is that 
they lace them up just like we do, and she’s certainly one that’s surprised a lot 
of people specifically because of that approach.”
 The primary height addition to the frontcourt is 6-foot-3 Elem Ibiam. 

Ranked among the country’s top 15 post players in the 2011 class, she helped 
Fayette County (Ga.) High to region and state titles in her career. While both 
coach and student-athlete know there will be a transition period from high 
school to the college game, Staley is confident that Ibiam’s presence will have 
an impact on the Gamecocks on both ends of the floor. 
 “There are a lot of things that go into making the transition to being a 
college freshman, both on the court and off,” Staley said. “In the beginning of 
the season, I’m sure she’s going to take her hits, but she’s still 6-foot-3, and no 
matter what opponents have to play that honestly. I believe she has yet to play 
her best basketball. Once she finds her confidence in the things she can do on 
the block and stepping off it, she will be on her way.”
 Fellow freshman Aleighsa Welch will also add some offensive punch to the 
frontcourt. South Carolina Miss Basketball as a senior, the six-foot forward was 
the three-time Charleston Post & Courier Player of the Year and guided Goose 
Creek to its first state basketball championship her junior year.
 “Aleighsa has a skill set that is going to allow us to have the type of player 
we haven’t had since Demetress Adams,” Staley said. “She can shoot well out to 
the 3-point line and can put the ball on the floor. The fact that she’s a lefty, too, 
gives us a different dimension.”
 An X-factor of the Gamecocks could come in the form of 6-foot-1 freshman 
Pamela Decheva from Bulgaria. Participating with her national team since 
2007, she helped her Women’s National Basketball League team Levski to a 
runner-up finish in the league last season. A multi-faceted player, Decheva will 
add another dynamic element to the frontcourt this season.
  
The Schedule
 Staley has put together another challenging schedule for her team with more 
than half of South Carolina’s 29 games coming against teams that participated 
in the 2011 postseason. The team’s newcomers will be tested right out of the 
gate as the Gamecocks play two of their first three games on the road, including 
at archrival Clemson. The schedule also includes trips to Xavier and NC State 
as well as the annual Carolinas Challenge in Myrtle Beach, S.C., against North 
Carolina. Overall the schedule is a blend of challenges and confidence-building 
games that will allow the 2011-12 team to further meld together before heading 
into the always challenging SEC schedule.

Ashley Bruner was the team’s top rebounder last season with 5.3 boards per game. 
More than half of those came on the offensive end



6 2011-12 South Carolina Women’s Basketball   

12

1 1

10

09

08

07

06

05

04

03

02

0 1

00

the time is nowOPPONENT INFORMATION
Opponent Arena Head Coach 2010-11 Record SID Series Record
Game Dates (Capacity) (Record/Yrs.) Conf. Rec./Finish Email Last Meeting
Alabama Foster Auditorium Wendell Hudson 18-15 Jessica Paré ALA leads 15-13
Jan. 1/Columbia (3,800) (43-50/3 yrs.) 5-11/10th jpare@ia.ua.edu SC 59-48, 1/23/11
Feb. 19/Tuscaloosa
Alabama A&M T.M. Elmore Gymnasium Altherias Warmley 15-14 Oralia Washington SC leads 1-0
Nov. 14/Columbia (6,000) (124-134/ 10 yrs.) 11-7/T-4th aamusi@yahoo.com SC 88-41, 12/9/07
Arkansas Bud Walton Arena Tom Collen 22-12 Jeri Thorpe ARK leads 16-8
Feb. 9/Fayetteville (19,200) (69-57/4 yrs.) 6-10/9th jthorpe@uark.edu SC 64-62, 2/6/11
Feb. 26/Columbia 
Auburn Auburn Arena Nell Fortner 16-16 Matt Crouch AUB leads 20-15
Jan. 19/Auburn (9,121) (132-89/7 yrs.) 8-8/T-5th mcrouch@auburn.edu SC 65-49, 2/20/11
Clemson Littlejohn Coliseum Itoro Coleman 10-20 Jeff Kallin CU leads 33-23
Nov. 17/Clemson (9,850) (10-20/1yr.) 3-11/11th kallin@clemson.edu SC 73-59, 11/18/10
College of Charleston TD Arena Nancy Wilson 10-20 Jeremy Rosenthal SC leads 13-9
Nov. 23/Columbia (5,100) (273-161/14 yrs.) 7-13/9th rosenthalji@cofc.edu SC, 67-37, 1/13/05
Drexel John A. Daskalakis Denise Dillon 19-13 Sam Angell First Meeting 
Dec. 28/Drexel Center (2,532) (132-111/8 yrs.) 10-8/T-5th sea65@drexel.edu 
Florida Stephen C. O’Connell  Amanda Butler 20-15 Kathy Cafazzo FLA leads 20-8
Jan. 8/Gainesville Center (12,000) (78-54/4 yrs.) 7-9/8th kathyc@gators.ufl.edu FLA 65-63, 1/9/11
Feb. 12/Columbia
Furman Timmons Arena Jackie Carson 14-16 Hunter Reid SC leads 10-1
Dec. 11/Columbia (3,000) (14-16/1 yr.) 10-10/T-5th hunter.reid@furman.edu SC 94-74, 11/16/01
Georgia Stegeman Coliseum Andy Landers 23-11 Mike Mobley UGA leads 31-5
Feb. 16/Columbia (10,523) (773-259/32 yrs.) 10-6/T-3rd mmobley@sports.uga.edu UGA 66-34, 3/4/11
Illinios Assembly Hall Jolette Law 9-23 Mike Koon Tied 1-1
Nov. 11/Champaign (16,618) (58-74/4 yrs.) 2-14/11th mkoon@illinois.edu SC 61-48, 11/15/10
Kentucky Memorial Coliseum Matthew Mitchell 25-9 Susan Lax UK leads 28-18
Jan. 15/Columbia (8,000) (86-49/4 yrs.) 11-5/2nd slax0@uky.edu SC 66-61, 2/10/11
Feb. 23/Lexington
LSU PeteMaravich Assembly Nikki Caldwell 19-13 Bill Martin LSU leads 21-1 
Jan. 12/Baton Rouge Center (13,215) (First Season) 8-8/T-5th wmarti4@lsu.edu LSU 54-51, 2/24/11
Mississippi State Humphrey Coliseum Sharon Fanning-Otis 13-17 Brock Turnipseed MSU leads 10-16
Jan. 29/Columbia (10,500) (267-216/16 yrs.) 4-12/11th bturnipseed@athletics.msstate.edu   SC 60-53, 2/13/11
NC State Reynolds Coliseum Kellie Harper 14-17 Mark Kimmel NCSU leads 18-11
Dec. 4/Raleigh (8,560) (34-31/2 yrs.) 4-10/10th mark_kimmel@ncsu.edu SC 77-63, 12/12/10
North Carolina Carmichael Arena Sylvia Hatchell 28-9 Bobby Hundley UNC leads 9-6 
Dec. 18/Myrtle Beach (6,822) (597-223/24 yrs.) 8-6/6th bhundley@uncaa.unc.edu UNC 75-51, 12/19/10
Ole Miss Tad Smith Coliseum Renee Ladner 10-19 Kristen Saibini OM leads 17-14
Jan. 26/Columbia (9,061) (58-65/5 yrs.) 3-13/12th klsaibin@olemiss.edu SC 62-50, 3/3/11
Penn State Bryce Jordan  Coquese Washington 25-10 Kristina Petersen PSU leads 5-4 
Nov. 20/Columbia Center (15,261) (66-60/4 yrs.) 11-5/2nd kap18@osu.edu PSU 78-48, 11/21/10
Presbyterian Templeton Center Ronny Fisher 9-20 Ryan Real SC leads 1-0 
Nov. 27/Columbia (2,300) (18-70/3 yrs.) 5-11/T-6th rtreal@presby.edu SC 68-40, 12/28/10
S.C. State Smith-Hammond- Doug Robertson 14-19 Romanda Noble SC leads 22-9
Dec. 14/Columbia Middleton (3,200) (32-59/3 yrs.) 5-11/8th Rnoble1@scsu.edu SC 63-44, 12/30/10
Savannah State Tiger Arena  Cedric Baker 15-11 Trina Samuels SC leads 3-0
Dec. 21/Columbia (6,000) (75-152/7 yrs) Independent samuelst@savannahstate.edu SC 52-33. 12/5/10
Tennessee Thompson-Boiling Arena Pat Summit 34-3 Debby Jennings UT leads 42-1 
Feb. 2/Knoxville (21,678) (1071-199/37 yrs.) 16-0/1st djennings@utk.du UT 82-60, 2/17/11
Vanderbilt Memorial Gymnaisum Melanie Balcomb 20-12 Ryan Schulz VU leads 21-6
Jan. 5/Columbia (14,316) (215-84/9 yrs.) 10-6/3rd ryan.schulz@vanderbilt.edu VU 74-60, 2/27/11
Jan. 22/Nashville
Xavier Cintas Center Amy Waugh 29-3 Jenna Willhoit XAV leads 2-0
Nov. 30/Cincinnati (10,250) First Season 14-0/1st willhoitj@xavier XAV 84-65, 11/12/10


