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Carolina media relations office.  Design, writing and editing by associate director of media 
relations Emily Feeney.  Outside covers, inside page border designed by Old Hat Creative, 
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rera, Laimonas Chatkevicius and Mindaugas Kacinas.  Inside covers designed by Feeney, 
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univerSity information
Location ............................................................................ Columbia, S.C.
Founded .............................................................................................1801
Enrollment ......................................................................................31,964
Nickname.................................................................................Gamecocks
Colors .......................................................... Garnet (PMS 202) and Black
National Affiliation ........................................................ NCAA Division I
Conference .................................................................. Southeastern (SEC)
Athletics Web Address ...................................www.GamecocksOnline.com
University Web Address ........................................................... www.sc.edu
President .......................................................................Dr. Harris Pastides
NCAA Representative ................................................... Dr. Zach Kelehear
Athletics Director .....................................................................Ray Tanner
Basketball Administrator/Chief Operating Officer ...........Kevin O’Connell 

baSketball Staff/information
Head Coach ..........................................................................Frank Martin
   Alma Mater ......................................................Florida International, ’93 
   Record At South Carolina/Seasons ......................28-38 (.424), 2 seasons
   Overall Record/Seasons .....................................145-92 (.611), 7 seasons
Assistant Coach  ........................................... Perry Clark (Gettysburg, ’74)
Assoc. Head Coach/Recruiting Coord. Matt Figger (Eastern Kentucky, ’95)
Assistant Coach ......................................Lamont Evans (Kansas State, ’09)
Director of Basketball Operations .............. Andy Assaley (Cincinnati, ’96)
Strength & Conditioning Coach .. Scott Greenawalt (Muskingum College, 
’98)
Athletic Trainer ............................................... Mark Rodger (Buffalo, ’01)
Video Coordinator ................................... David Kiefer (Kansas State, ’07)
Student-Athlete Development ...............Doug Edwards (Florida State, ’07)
Associate Media Relations Director ..............Emily Feeney (Ball State, ’03)
Home Arena ................................................................ Colonial Life Arena
   Capacity .......................................................................................18,000
   Arena General Manager ......................................................... Lexi Boone
   Press Row Phone Number ................................................ 803-777-6182

baSketball hiStory
First Year of Basketball........................................................................1908
All-Time Record ..........................................................1325-1187-1 (.527)
Overall Postseason Record ................................................................ 25-18
NCAA Tournament Appearances 8 (1971, 1972, 1973, 1974, 1989, 1997,  
............................................................................................... 1998, 2004)
NCAA Tournament Record .................................................................. 4-9
Last NCAA Tournament Appearance ............ 2004, L vs. Memphis, 59-43
NIT Appearances ..................... 11 (1969, 1975, 1978, 1983, 1991, 1996, 
 2001, 2002, 2005, 2006, 2009)
NIT Record ....................................................................................... 21-9
Last NIT Appearance .................................... 2009, L vs. Davidson, 70-63
Conference Championships/Titles SoCon Regular Season (1927, 1933, 1934. 
1945); SoCon Tournament Champion (1933); ACC Regular Season (1970); 
ACC Champion (1971); SEC Regular Season (1997); SEC East Divison Co-
Champions (2009)

team information
2013-14 Record ............................................................................... 14-20
   Southeastern Conference Record/Finish ..................................5-13/13th
   SEC Tournament Record .................................................................. 2-1
   Postseason ......................................................................................None
Letterwinners Returning/Lost............................................................. 11/4
Starters Returning/Lost ........................................................................ 4/1
 *based on final game starters from 2013-14 season
Newcomers ..............................................................................................3
Roster Breakdown ...............3 freshmen, 5 sophomores, 5 juniors, 1 senior

returning team StatS
Percentage of Scoring ............................................... 71.3% (1,658/2,323)
Percentage of Field Goals ................................................ 74.5% (570/765)
Percentage of 3-Point Field Goals ..................................... 43.0% (84/195)
Percentage of Free Throws .............................................. 72.5% (434/598)
Percentage of Rebounding ........................................ 88.5% (1,064/1,202)
Percentage of Offensive Rebounding .............................. 91.0% (426/468)
Percentage of Assists ....................................................... 78.8% (328/416)
Percentage of Steals......................................................... 77.5% (166/214)
Percentage of Blocks ....................................................... 92.9% (119/128)
Percentage of Minutes .............................................. 75.5% (5,140/6,800)

Players Returning (stats from 2013-14 season)
Michael Carrera, Jr., F (6.0 ppg, 5.6 rpg, 0.9 bpg)
Laimonas Chatkevicius, Jr., F (4.8 ppg, 4.1 rpg)
Austin Constable, Jr., G (saw action in three contests)
Demetrius Henry, So., F (4.0 ppg, 3.4 rpg)
Tyrone Johnson, Sr., G (11.2 ppg, 2.9 rpg, 3.4 apg)
Mindaugas Kacinas, Jr., F (5.6 ppg, 5.1 rpg)
Justin McKie, So., G (0.5 ppg, 0.9 rpg)
Duane Notice, So., G (8.2 ppg, 2.9 rpg, 2.9 apg)
Brian Steele, Jr., F (2.2 ppg, 1.1 rpg)
Reggie Theus Jr., So., F (0.6 ppg, 0.5 rpg)
Sindarius Thornwell, So., G (13.4 ppg, 4.1 rpg, 2.9 apg, 1.1 spg)

Players Lost:
Bruce Ellington (saw action in three games, 5.7 ppg)
Jaylen Shaw (3.0 ppg, 0.5 rpg)
Desmond Ringer (2.4 ppg, 2.0 rpg)
Brenton Williams (14.9 ppg, 1.9 rpg, 1.35 apg)

Newcomers:
TeMarcus Blanton (Fr., G, Locust Grove, Ga.); Shamiek Sheppard (Fr. G/F, 
Brooklyn, N.Y.); Marcus Stroman (Fr., G, Columbia, S.C.)

media relationS
Associate Media Relations Director/Men’s Basketball Contact ........Emily Feeney
  Feeney’s email ..................................................... efeeney@mailbox.sc.edu
  Feeney’s office phone ......................................................... 803-777-7743
  Feeney’s cell phone ............................................................ 803-727-3284
  Feeney on Twitter ....................................................... @EmilyFeeneySID
Website ................................................................. GamecocksOnline.com
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2014-15 South carolina roster 
alphabetical 
No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Cl. Exp. Hometown/High/Last School
5 TeMarcus Blanton G 6-5 209 FR HS Locust Grove, Ga./Luella
24 Michael Carrera F 6-5 212 JR 2VL Anzoátegui, Venezuela/Montrose Christian School
14 Laimonas Chatkevicius F 6-11 251 JR 2VL Klaipeda, Lithuania/South Kent School
12 Austin Constable G 5-11 178 JR 2VL West Chester, Pa./Henderson
21 Demetrius Henry F/C 6-9 226 SO 1VL Miami, Fla./Faith Baptist Christian School
4 Tyrone Johnson G 6-3 195 SR 2VL Plainfield, N.J./Montrose Christian School/Villanova
25 Mindaugas Kacinas F 6-7 227 JR 2VL Klaipeda, Lithuania/Word of Life Fire Traditional School
20 Justin McKie G 6-4 195 SO 1VL Columbia, S.C./Irmo
10 Duane Notice G 6-2 212 SO 1VL Woodbridge, Canada/St. Michael’s/St. Thomas More (Oakdale, Conn.)
– Shamiek Sheppard  G/F 6-6 225 FR HS Brooklyn, N.Y./South Shore/Fishburne Military School (Waynesboro City, Va.)
35 Brian Steele F 6-5 194 JR 2VL Greenville, S.C./Wade Hampton School
1 Marcus Stroman G 6-2 183 FR HS Columbia, S.C./Keenan
15 Reggie Theus Jr. F 6-6 221 SO 1VL Los Angeles, Calif./Fairfax
0 Sindarius Thornwell G 6-5 215 SO 1VL Lancaster, S.C./Oak Hill Academy

numerical
No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Cl. Exp. Hometown/High/Last School
0 Sindarius Thornwell G 6-5 215 SO 1VL Lancaster, S.C./Oak Hill Academy
1 Marcus Stroman G 6-2 183 FR HS Columbia, S.C./Keenan
4 Tyrone Johnson G 6-3 195 SR 2VL Plainfield, N.J./Montrose Christian School/Villanova
5 TeMarcus Blanton G 6-5 209 FR HS Locust Grove, Ga./Luella
10 Duane Notice G 6-2 212 SO 1VL Woodbridge, Canada/St. Michael’s/St. Thomas More (Oakdale, Conn.)
12 Austin Constable G 5-11 178 JR 2VL West Chester, Pa./Henderson
14 Laimonas Chatkevicius F 6-11 251 JR 2VL Klaipeda, Lithuania/South Kent School
15 Reggie Theus Jr. F 6-6 221 SO 1VL Los Angeles, Calif./Fairfax
20 Justin McKie G 6-4 195 SO 1VL Columbia, S.C./Irmo
21 Demetrius Henry F/C 6-9 226 SO 1VL Miami, Fla./Faith Baptist Christian School
24 Michael Carrera F 6-5 212 JR 2VL Anzoátegui, Venezuela/Montrose Christian School
25 Mindaugas Kacinas F 6-7 227 JR 2VL Klaipeda, Lithuania/Word of Life Fire Traditional School
35 Brian Steele F 6-5 194 JR 2VL Greenville, S.C./Wade Hampton School
– Shamiek Sheppard  G/F 6-6 225 FR HS Brooklyn, N.Y./South Shore/Fishburne Military School (Waynesboro City, Va.)

Head Coach: Frank Martin (Florida International, ’93)
Associate Head Coach/Recruiting Coordinator: Matt Figger (Eastern Kentucky, ’95)
Assistant Coach: Perry Clark (Gettysburg, ‘74)
Assistant Coach: Lamont Evans (Kansas State, ’09)
Director of Basketball Operations: Andy Assaley (Cincinnati, ’96)
Strength & Conditioning Coach: Scott Greenawalt (Muskingum College, ’98)
Athletic Trainer: Mark Rodger (Buffalo, ’01)
Video Coordinator: David Kiefer (Kansas State, ’07)
Student-Athlete Developement: Doug Edwards (Florida State, ’07)

top returning...
Scorer .......................... Sindarius Thornwell. 13.4 ppg
Rebounder ........................... Michael Carrera, 5.6 rpg
Assist Maker ......................... Tyrone Johnson, 3.4 apg
FG Shooter * .................... Mindaguas Kacinas, 55.6%
3-Point FG Shooter $ ......Sindarius Thornwell, 37.0%
FT Shooter $ ..........................Tyrone Johnson, 75.3%
Shot Blocker .........................Michael Carrera, 0.9 bpg
Steal Maker .................. Sindarius Thornwell, 1.17 spg

* at least 100 attempts
$ at least 50 attempts

roSter
breakdown
returning starters (4)
Demetrius Henry (forward)
Michael Carrera (foward)
Mindaugas Kacinas (forward)
Sindarius Thornwell (guard)
*based on final game of 2013-14 season

returning letterwinners (11)
Michael Carrera
Laimonas Chatkevicius
Austin Constable
Demetrius Henry
Tyrone Johnson
Mindaugas Kacinas
Justin McKie
Duane Notice
Brian Steele
Reggie Theus Jr.
Sindarius Thornwell

guards (8)
TeMarcus Blanton
Austin Constable
Tyrone Johnson
Justin McKie
Duane Notice
Shamiek Sheppard
Marcus Stroman
Sindarius Thornwell

forwards (7)
Michael Carrera
Laimonas Chatkevicius
Demetrius Henry
Mindaugas Kacinas
Shamiek Sheppard
Brian Steele
Reggie Theus Jr.

by height
Austin Constable, 5-11
Duane Notice, 6-2
Marcus Stroman, 6-2
Tyrone Johnson, 6-3
Justin McKie, 6-4
TeMarcus Blanton, 6-5
Michael Carrera, 6-5
Brian Steele, 6-5
Sindarius Thornwell, 6-5
Shamiek Sheppard, 6-6
Reggie Theus Jr., 6-6
Mindaugas Kacinas, 6-7
Demetrius Henry, 6-9
Laimonas Chatkevicius, 6-11

pronunciation
Lie-MOAN-us Ha-KEVA-chus
Min-DAWG-us Kye-chin-iss
Justin MACK-ee
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radio/tv spot chart

#0
sindarius thornwell
So. - G - 6-5 - 215
Lancaster, S.C.
Oak Hill Academy

#1
marcus stroman
Fr. - G - 6-2 - 183
Columbia, S.C.
Keenan

#4
tyrone johnson
Sr. - G - 6-3 - 195
Plainfield, N.J.
Montrose Christian/
Villanova

#5
temarcus blanton
Fr. - G - 6-5 - 209 
Locust Grove, Ga.
Luella

#12
austin constable
Jr. - G - 5-11 - 178
West Chester, Pa.
Henderson

#14
laimonas chatkevicius
Jr. - F - 6-11 - 251
Klaipeda, Lithuania
South Kent School
(South Kent, Conn.)

#15
reggie theus jr.
So. - F - 6-6 - 221
Los Angeles, Calif.
Fairfax

#20
justin mckie
So. - G - 6-4 - 195
Columbia, S.C.
Irmo

#21
demetrius henry
So. - F - 6-9 - 226
Miami, Fla.
Faith Baptist Christian
School

#24
michael carrera
Jr. - F - 6-5 - 212
Anzoátegui, Venezuela
Montrose Christian

#25
mindaugas kacinas
Jr. - F - 6-7 - 227
Klaipeda, Lithuania
Word of Life Fire

shamiek sheppard
Fr. - G/F - 6-6 - 225
Brooklyn, N.Y.
Fishburne Military
School

frank martin
Head Coach

matt figger
Assoc. Head Coach/
Recruiting 
Coordinator

lamont evans
Assistant Coach

andy assaley
Director of Basketball
Operations

scott greenawalt
Strength & 
Conditioning Coach

mark rodger
Athletic Trainer

doug edwards
Student-Athlete 
Devlopment

david kiefer
Video Coordinator

emily feeney
Associate Director 
Media Relations

#10
duane notice
So. - G - 6-2 - 212
Woodbridge, Ontario
St. Thomas More 
(Oakdale, Conn.)

#35
brian steele
Jr. - F - 6-5 - 194
Greenville, S.C.
Wade Hampton 

perry clark
Assistant Coach
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south carolina 2014-15 men’s basketball schedule

date  opponent  location  time  broadcast
Oct. 26 Benedict (Exhibition) Columbia, S.C. 4 p.m. SEC Network+

Nov. 14 North Florida Columbia, S.C. 7 p.m. SEC Network+
 
 ESPN College Hoops Tip-Off Marathon 
Nov. 18 Baylor Columbia, S.C. Noon ESPN

 Charleston Classic 
Nov. 20 vs. Cornell Charleston, S.C. 7:30 p.m. ESPN3
Nov. 21 vs. Penn State/Charlotte Charleston, S.C. 7 p.m./9 p.m. ESPNU/ESPN3
Nov. 23 vs. TBD Charleston, S.C. TBD ESPN2/ESPN3

Nov. 26 UNC Asheville Columbia, S.C. 8 p.m. SECN
 
Dec. 1 at Marshall Huntington, W.Va. 7:30 p.m. CBSSN 

 SEC/Big 12 Challenge
Dec. 6 Oklahoma State Columbia, S.C. Noon ESPNU

Dec. 19 Clemson Columbia, S.C. 7 p.m. SECN
Dec. 21 Coker Columbia, S.C. 3:30 p.m. SEC Network +
Dec. 30 North Carolina A&T Columbia, S.C. 7 p.m. SEC Network +

 BROOKLYN HOOPS Presents
Jan. 3 vs. Iowa State Brooklyn, N.Y. 6 p.m. CBSSN

Jan. 7 Florida Columbia, S.C. 7 p.m. SECN
Jan. 10 at Ole Miss Oxford, Miss. 5 p.m. FSN
Jan. 13 Alabama Columbia, S.C. 7 p.m. SECN
Jan. 17 at Auburn Auburn, Ala. 8:30 p.m. SECN
Jan. 20 Tennessee Columbia, S.C. 9 p.m. ESPNU
Jan. 24 Kentucky Columbia, S.C. Noon ESPN/2
Jan. 28 at LSU Baton Rouge, La. 7 p.m. SECN
Jan. 31 Georgia Columbia, S.C. 4 p.m. ESPNU

Feb. 3 at Arkansas Fayetteville, Ark. 9 p.m. SECN
Feb. 7 at Vanderbilt Nashville, Tenn. 4 p.m. FSN
Feb. 10 Missouri Columbia, S.C. 7 p.m. SECN
Feb. 14 at Kentucky Lexington, Ky. 2 p.m. ESPN/2
Feb. 17 at Georgia Athens, Ga. 7 p.m. SECN
Feb. 21 Texas A&M Columbia, S.C. Noon SECN
Feb. 24 at Alabama Tuscaloosa, Ala. 7 p.m. SECN
Feb. 28 Mississippi State Columbia, S.C. 6 p.m. SECN
  
March 5 Arkansas Columbia, S.C. 7 p.m. ESPN/2
March 7 at Tennessee Knoxville, Tenn. 4 p.m. FSN

 SEC Tournament
March 11-15 TBD Nashville, Tenn. TBD SECN/ESPN

 NCAA Tournament
March 17-18 First Four Dayton, Ohio TBD TBD
March 19-22 Second/Third Rounds TBD TBD TBD
March 26-29 Regionals TBD TBD TBD
April 4-6 Final Four/Final Indianapolis, Ind. TBD TBD

All dates and times subject to change
All home games in bold
All times listed Eastern
* indicates SEC contest
SECN indicates broadcast on SEC Network | CBSSN indicates CBS Sports Network
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miSSion Statement
The University’s mission is threefold: the education of the state’s diverse 
citizens through teaching, research and creative activity, and service.
 
The University of South Carolina is home to more than 200 years of history and 
tradition, rising from a single building in 1805 on what would become the heart of 
the campus, the Horseshoe.

Today, the 11 buildings that make up the Horseshoe frame a lush lawn that is an  
irresistible gathering place for students, faculty and staff members and alumni and 
the scene of many important university events.

And while the Horseshoe will always be the symbol of Carolina’s proud tradition, 
the university’s presence and reach stretch across the state, with baccalaureate un 
versities in Aiken, Spartanburg (Upstate) and the sea islands (Beaufort and the gat 
way to Hilton Head) as well as Palmetto College, which encompasses our associate 
degree-granting campuses — in Allendale and Walterboro (Salkehatchie), Sumter, 
Lancaster and Union — and our online bachelor’s degree completion programs.

Together, they are building economic prosperity; fulfilling the university’s mission 
of teaching, research and service to the state; and preparing future leaders in busi-
ness, law, education, the arts, tourism, communications, medicine and the health 
sciences.

The University of South Carolina’s Columbia campus offers more than 300 degree 
programs through its 14 degree-granting colleges and schools.

The South Carolina Honors College is the nation’s best public honors college based 
on honors college factors according to the guidebook “A Review of Fifty Public 
University Honors Programs.”

U.S. News & World Report recognizes the Moore School of Business for having the 
No. 1 undergraduate international business program, No. 1 graduate international 
business program and No. 1 international course experience.

USC launched a new online degree completion program in 2013. Palmetto Col-
lege’s online offerings bring together the resources of the entire University of South 
Carolina system to combine the quality of a USC degree with the flexibility of 
online learning.

Students at the University of South Carolina have earned 665 national fellowships 
and scholarships valued at $19.6 million since 1994. University of South Carolina 
faculty members generated $230.2 million in funding for research, training and 
outreach programs in fiscal year 2014, one of the highest totals ever at the univer-
sity.

USC is ranked in the top 5 percent of U.S. public universities in the number of 
national awards its faculty has received.

The new Darla Moore School of Business building serves as the front door of  Ino-
vista, the university’s research district, and is a hub for creativity, research and en-
trepreneurial activity. The school is pursuing a net zero status and LEED Platinum 
rating for its new home.

The USC School of Medicine pioneered the nation’s first medical school curricu-
lum that teaches first- through fourth-year students how to use leading ultrasound 
technologies for bedside diagnosis.

Students at the university regularly win Fulbright grants for research, study or 
teaching abroad, and USC was recently named a “Top Producer of U.S. Fulbright 
Students” by the Chronicle of Higher Education.

The International House at Maxcy College opened in fall 2012, bringing USC’s 
American and international students together to experience and share each others’ 
cultures.

USC is consistently recognized by Kiplinger’s Personal Finance magazine, Princeton 
Review and USA Today for being one of the best values among public colleges and 
universities.

USC is one of only 40 public universities to receive the Carnegie Foundation’s top-
tier research designation and community engagement designation and is the only 
university in South Carolina with the Carnegie top-tier designation.

univerSity hiStory
In 2001, the university celebrated the bicen-
tennial of its charter, but 2005 also marked a 
watershed anniversary: 200 years since the first 
classes began at South Carolina College, as it 
was then known. Carolina has endured the Civ-
il War and Reconstruction, closings and name 
changes. Permanently chartered in 1906 as the 
University of South Carolina, it grew through-
out the 20th century and today is building its 
reputation as a cutting-edge research institution.

the university of south carolina
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university of south carolina board of trustees
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university administration

Harris Pastides began his presidency at the University of South Carolina on 
Aug. 1, 2008. Just a few months later, the Great Recession began. Strong in the 
face of adversity, Pastides promised to accelerate USC’s momentum as a world-
class university. He has kept that promise. Today, more than six years later, USC 
has experienced remarkable growth and positive change. 

USC Columbia’s freshman classes have grown continuously while posting the 
highest average SAT scores in university history. USC’s Honors College has 
been named the No. 1 public honors college in the nation, and the Palmetto 
State’s only Carnegie top-tier university is also home to top programs in areas 
such as undergraduate international business; public health; engineering; hos-
pitality, retail and sport management. In addition, Carolina’s Promise, USC’s 
capital campaign, has set records with five consecutive years of more than $100 
million in private giving. 

An unwavering advocate for a superior student experience, Pastides encourages 
engagement beyond the classroom through leadership, service learning, inter-
national experience, internships and undergraduate research. Innovative pro-
grams like Palmetto College, On Your Time Graduation, Gamecock Gateway 
and Gamecock Guarantee are successfully providing greater access, flexibility 
and affordability to South Carolinians seeking a higher education degree. To 
date, 57,210 degrees have been awarded systemwide during Pastides’ presiden-
cy. He often says, “Nothing makes me prouder than the students we enroll and 
those that we graduate.” 

Pastides serves on the NCAA Board of Directors Executive Committee repre-
senting the Southeastern Conference. The Executive Committee ensures that 
each division operates consistently with the basic purposes, fundamental poli-
cies and general principles of the Association. 

Prior to joining the university’s faculty as dean of the Arnold School of Public 
Health, Pastides was a professor of epidemiology and chairman of the Depart-
ment of Biostatistics and Epidemiology at the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst. He received his master’s in public health and his Ph.D. in epidemiol-
ogy from Yale University. President Pastides and the first lady, Patricia Moore-
Pastides, live on USC’s historic Horseshoe.

Zach Kelehear assumed the duties as the University of South Carolina’s Faculty Athletics Representative on July  1, 2010. Dr. Kelehear 
is a professor of educational leadership and also serves as the Associate Dean for the College of Education. His research is anchored 
in an arts-based approach to leadership practice in public schools and businesses with a keen eye toward investigating organizational 
cultures. While at USC, Dr. Kelehear has also served on the Faculty Senate, on the University Athletics Advisory Committee, on the 
Graduate Council as Chair, as well as several other committees.
 
Dr. Kelehear provides leadership in national and international professional organizations such as the American Educational Research 
Association and the Council of Professors of Instructional Leadership. Along with his peer reviewed publications, Kelehear has pub-
lished in the Journal of Staff Development, American School Board Journal, The School Administrator, Principal Leadership and The 
Principal. He also serves as editor and/or reviewer for multiple journals and publications.
 
Over the past 32 years, Kelehear has been a college professor, a personnel director, staff development director, and a teacher and coach 
in high school and middle school.  He also was a college athlete at Furman University where he played football while completing a 
double major in Latin and history in 1981. He later earned his master’s in education from Furman in 1982, then earned his doctorate 
from N.C. State in 1993.
 
Dr. Kelehear is married to Dr. Karen Heid, an associate professor of art education in the School of Visual Art and Design at the Uni-
versity of South Carolina.

university president
dr. harris pastides

faculty athletics 
representative

dr. zach kelehear

university presidents
Dr. Harris Pastides is the institution’s 28th 
President since 1804, when Johnathan Maxcy 
became the first to lead South Carolina Col-
lege, the University’s precursor.

Harris Pastides  ............................ 2008-Present
Andrew A. Sorensen  ...................... 2002-2008
John M. Palms  .............................. 1991-2002
James B. Holderman  ..................... 1977-1990
William H. Patterson  .................... 1974-1977
Thomas F. Jones ............................. 1962-1974
Robert L. Sumwalt  ........................ 1957-1962
Donald S. Russell  .......................... 1952-1957
Norman M. Smith  ........................ 1945-1952
J. Rion McKissick  ......................... 1936-1944
Leonard T. Baker  ........................... 1931-1936
Davison M. Douglas  ..................... 1927-1931
William D. Melton  ....................... 1922-1926
William Spenser Currell  ................ 1914-1922
Samuel Chiles Mitchell  ................. 1909-1913
Benjamin Sloan  ............................. 1903-1909
Franklin C Woodward  ................... 1897-1902
James Woodrow  ............................ 1891-1897
John M. McBryde  ......................... 1882-1883
William Porcher Miles  ................... 1880-1882
Augustus Baldwin Longstreet  ........ 1857-1861
Charles F. McCay  .......................... 1855-1857
James Henley Thornwell  ................ 1851-1855
William Campbell Preston  ............ 1845-1851
Robert Henry  ................................ 1841-1845
Robert W. Barnwell  ....................... 1835-1841
Thomas Cooper  ............................. 1821-1834
Jonathan Maxcy  ............................ 1804-1820

Gaps in the presidential timeline indicate periods 
when the University was closed or under interim 
leadership or when its chief executive was known by 
a different title.
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University of South Carolina Athletics 
Director Ray Tanner is in his third year 
guiding the fortunes of the Gamecocks’ 
athletics programs. He was named to the 
position on July 13, 2012 after a long and 
highly successful career as Carolina’s base-
ball coach. Tanner officially began his new 
duties on Aug. 2, 2012.

In his first season as AD, Tanner experi-
enced a wealth of success. The football 
team turned in its highest national ranking 
in school history at that time, while wom-
en’s basketball, men’s and women’s golf, 
men’s and women’s tennis, women’s indoor 
and outdoor track & field, men’s outdoor 
track & field, equestrian, men’s and wom-

en’s swimming and diving, softball and baseball all reached the NCAA postseason.

His second year produced another stellar campaign in Gamecock Athletics history. 
The football team won 11 games for the third-straight season and finished as the 
nation’s No. 4 ranked squad. Equestrian (second), women’s golf (sixth), women’s 
basketball (eighth) and men’s golf (ninth) joined football as teams that were ranked 
in the Top-10 nationally in its final poll or national championship. Twelve of the 
Gamecocks’ programs were ranked at one time during the season in its sport’s 
Top-25. Off the field, a total of 92 student-athletes graduated from South Caro-
lina during the 2013-14 academic year. Additionally, Gamecock student-athletes 
performed more than 5,000 hours of community service, an average of more than 
9.5 hours per student-athlete. 

A dedicated community leader whose charitable organization has made a differ-
ence in many South Carolina families, a three-time National Coach of the Year 
and Southeastern Conference Coach of the Year, Tanner completed 16 years as 
head coach at the University of South Carolina, establishing one of the premier 
programs in college baseball prior to being named AD. He led the Garnet & Black 
to two NCAA Division I Baseball Championships, a pair of national runner-up 
finishes, six College World Series appearances, three SEC championships, six SEC 
Eastern division titles, a SEC tournament crown and 13 consecutive NCAA Tour-
nament appearances.

Under the direction of Tanner, South Carolina’s postseason success from 2010-
2012 is arguably the greatest run in collegiate baseball history. In the three-year 
span, the Gamecocks established NCAA records with 22 consecutive postseason 
wins and 12 consecutive wins in the College World Series. The Gamecocks won 
the NCAA Division I Baseball Championship in 2010 and 2011 with a national 
runner-up finish in 2012. South Carolina’s 30-4 (.882) record over that three-year 
period in the NCAA Tournament is the fifth best three-year postseason record in 
NCAA history.

In addition, the 2012 CWS trip marked the sixth time in 11 years that South 
Carolina had reached Omaha. No Division I baseball team made more appear-
ances than the Gamecocks over the 11-year span.

Tanner and the Gamecocks have created one of the top environments in college 
baseball at Carolina Stadium. After a successful run at Sarge Frye Field through 
2008, the Gamecocks made the move to the new $36 million Carolina Stadium 
where college baseball has continued to grow. South Carolina’s total attendance 
of 295,389 in the 2012 season was second highest in the nation. The average at-
tendance of 7,574 also was a Carolina Stadium record, besting the previous mark 
of 7,431 in the 2011 season. The Gamecocks also set a record for sellouts in 2012 
with 15 games at a capacity of 8,242 fans. 

For all of his accolades, Tanner’s uniform No. 1 was retired and the street outside 
Carolina Stadium was renamed in his honor. He was also inducted into the South 
Carolina Athletic Hall of Fame in May 2013.

The 2012 season was Tanner’s 25th year as a collegiate head coach. He posted a 
738-316 record at South Carolina with a .700 winning percentage, second highest 
all-time among SEC coaches. His career record was 1,133-489-3 for a winning 
percentage of .699. His final 12 teams featured 23 All-Americans.

Tanner gained valuable experience at an international level in his association with 
USA Baseball. He has served five stints with Red, White and Blue, including in 
2003 as head coach for the USA National Baseball Team. At the helm of some 
of the top freshmen and sophomores in the country, Tanner’s club finished with 
a 27-2 record, the best record for a U.S. National Team (.931 winning percent-
age) and won a silver medal at the 2003 Pan American Games. He was named 
the U.S. National Coach of the Year for his work that season. Prior to his head 
coaching stint, Tanner served as an auxiliary coach under Tommy Lasorda for the 
2000 Olympic Team that won a gold medal at the XXVII Olympiad in Sydney, 
Australia. He was also an assistant under former LSU coach Skip Bertman with 
the 1995 and 1996 USA teams that culminated in a bronze medal win at the 1996 
Olympics in Atlanta, Ga. Tanner also served alongside former Mississippi State 
coach Ron Polk on Bertman’s staff. Tanner’s first stint with USA Baseball came as 
an assistant coach to the national team in the summer of 1993.

Tanner was named the South Carolina head coach June 14, 1996, after nine suc-
cessful seasons at North Carolina State. At NC State, Tanner led his alma mater 
to seven appearances in the NCAA postseason tournament and ranked second for 
most wins in school history. He was the 1990 Atlantic Coast Conference Coach 
of the Year and in 1993 was named Atlantic Region Coach of the Year when his 
team won 49 games.

Tanner was affiliated with the Wolfpack baseball program for more than 20 years. 
He came to the Raleigh campus in the fall of 1976 as a player following an out-
standing career at South Johnston High School in Four Oaks, N.C. A four-year 
starter, he earned All-ACC honors his senior season and still ranks among the 
Wolfpack’s all-time leaders in several categories.

Following his playing career, Tanner served as an assistant for NC State coach Sam 
Esposito, overseeing recruiting efforts and coaching third base. During his tenure 
as an assistant, the Wolfpack reached the NCAA Tournament twice. He had ad-
ditional duties as assistant to the athletics director and as assistant athletics director 
in charge of game operations.

After Esposito’s retirement, Tanner was named head coach at the age of 28 by the 
legendary late Jim Valvano, becoming one of the youngest head baseball coaches 
in the nation.

Tanner has a bachelor’s degree in recreational administration from NC State 
(1980) and a master’s of public affairs, public administration (1983).

Born Donald Ray Tanner, Jr., March 25, 1958, in Smithfield, N.C., Tanner 
grew up in Benson, N.C. He is married to the former Karen Donald, a native of 
Charleston, S.C. A University of South Carolina graduate, she was formerly head 
women’s athletic trainer at NC State. During the summer of 1997 she served as 
trainer for the Charlotte Sting in the Women’s National Basketball Association 
(WNBA). She is the former director of athletics and director of sports medicine 
at Columbia College.

They have two daughters, Bridgette Grace (“Gracie”) and Margaret Pearl (“Mag-
gie”) and one son, Joseph Luke (“Luke”).

athletics director - ray tanner
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Athletics Development • the gamecock club
gamecock club

executive committee
Judicial
Circuit Name Hometown
 1st Dr. Sharon Eden St. Matthews
 2nd Ted Girardeau* Aiken
 4th Jimmy Griffin Hartsville
 5th Harry B. Gregory Jr. Columbia
 6th Gene Schofield Ridgeway 
 7th Hank Jolly Gaffney
 9th Meredith Blackwell Mount Pleasant
 11th Bob Bowles Saluda 
 12th Rod Jernigan Florence
 13th Jerry P. LaCount Greenville
 14th Lee Ellis Hampton
 15th Janice Simmons Conway
 16th Eddie Brown Rock Hill 
  James Wolf Charlotte, N.C.
*Chairman
 Board of Directors
  Chair Chip Comer Rock Hill

garnet way cabinet
Jimmy Addison

Mark Buyck
Sheila Cregger

Harris DeLoach
Alton Hyatt

Lou Kennedy
Ken Long
Glen Lott

Doyle McBride
Billy Moore

Joe Rice
Michael Roth
Darius Rucker

Tommy Suggs (Chair)
Susie VanHuss

Travelle Wharton

The Gamecock Club, established in 1940, pro-
vides financial support to the more than 500 stu-
dent-athletes representing the University of South 
Carolina. This aid is in the form of tuition fees, 
meal costs, housing costs, medical costs, injury 
assistance, and other educational needs. Game-
cock Club membership is open to all alumni 
and friends of the University.  More than 19,000 

South Carolina fans donate to the Athletics Department through annual Gamecock Club memberships. 

South Carolina Athletics’ mission centers on developing championship caliber programs in the Southeastern 
Conference and nationally.  There are four components needed to create a championship program: a promi-
nent university committed to its athletics program, a vibrant community that can be proudly presented to 
recruits, excellent coaches, and outstanding facilities. South Carolina is a distinguished university with an 
energized and supportive community in Columbia and throughout the state. The Gamecock coaching staff 
blends hall-of-fame experience and exciting new perspectives that, together with a seasoned athletics staff, 
give South Carolina Athletics a competitive advantage in the recruiting battle. It is time to focus on providing 
outstanding facilities for Gamecock student-athletes and fans.

Announced in November of 2011, the Carolina’s Promise Campaign will raise $1 billion to improve every facet 
of the University of South Carolina. To date, the University has raised $879 million. The athletics portion of 
the Carolina’s Promise Campaign, the Garnet Way Campaign, is charged with raising $200 million in support 
of athletics facilities and scholarships. Thousands of donors have already contributed more than $200 million 
total in support of Gamecock Athletics.

The Gamecock Club is located at 1304 Heyward Street in Columbia, can be reached at (803) 777-4276 and 
is also online at www.GamecocksOnline/GamecockClub.  Be sure to like The Gamecock Club on Facebook 
and follow @TheGamecockClub on Twitter.
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athletics administration

dr. harris pastides
University President

dr. zach kelehear
Faculty Representative

ray tanner
Athletics Director

charles waddell
Deputy Athletics Director

kevin o’connell
Chief Operating Officer

judy van horn
Senior Assoc. A.D./SWA

charles bloom
Senior Assoc. A.D./Ex-
ternal

jeff crane
Senior Assoc. A.D./
Development

jeff davis
Associate A.D./Operations
& Facilities

maria hickman
Associate A.D./Academics

john kasik
Associate A.D./Sports 
Medicine

eric nichols
Associate A.D./
Chief Marketing Officer

chris rogers
Associate A.D./
Compliance Services

jamie speronis
Associate A.D./
Football Operations

jeff tallant
Chief Financial Officer

d.J. brown
Assistant A.D./
Compliance Services

shawn burke
Assistant A.D./Operations
& Event Management

clark cox
Assistant A.D./Turf &
Landscaping

steve fink
Assistant A.D./Media 
Relations

lance grantham
Assistant A.D./Ticket
Operations

duane grooms
Assistant A.D./
Facilities Services

joe lisle
Assistant A.D./Video
Operations

chance miller
Assistant A.D./
Compliance Services

patrick mcfarland
Executive Director
Gamecock Club

steve eigenbrot
Assistant A.D./
Development

fran person
Special Assistant For
Student-Athlete Welfare
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south carolina athletic media relations

compliance information 
The University of South Carolina Office of Compliance Services is 
committed to a comprehensive compliance program that educates 
everyone about the importance of adhering to NCAA, SEC, and 
institutional rules. We strive to create a “compliance conscience” 
within the University and throughout the community.

The commitment to compliance ensures institutional control over 
the department of athletics and furthers the mission of the Uni-
versity of South Carolina. The existence of a successful compliance 
program depends on the willingness of coaches, administrators, staff, 
student-athletes and boosters to be cognizant of NCAA, SEC, and 
institutional rules.

WHAT IS COMPLIANCE?
At South Carolina, the Office of Compliance Services works within 
the department of athletics and the University to ensure South Caro-
lina’s compliance with all applicable rules. In doing so, the compli-
ance staff is charged with the following tasks: 
•	 Educating	administrators,	coaches,	staff,	prospects,	student-ath-
letes and boosters about NCAA, SEC, and institutional rules;
•	 Developing	monitoring	systems	to	ensure	compliance	with	these	
rules. These systems are designed to monitor rules pertaining to re-
cruiting, academic eligibility, financial aid, awards, extra benefits, 
ethical conduct, amateurism, agents, employment, occasional meals, 
and the playing and practice seasons for each sport; and
•	 Investigating	and	reporting	violations	of	NCAA,	SEC,	and	insti-
tutional rules to the appropriate governing authority.

ARE YOU A BOOSTER?
You are a booster if you are or ever have:
•	 Been	a	member	of	a	booster	organization	that	supports	Univer-
sity of South Carolina athletics;
•	 Made	any	financial	contributions	to	any	area	the	University	of	
South Carolina;
•	 Made	 any	 annual	 or	 lifetime	 membership	 commitment	 to	 a	
booster organization;

•	 Been	involved	with	the	recruitment	of	a	prospect;
•	 Provided	benefits	to	an	enrolled	student-athlete	or	his/her	rela-
tives or friends;
•	 Been	involved	in	promoting	South	Carolina’s	athletics	program;	
•	 Provided	or	helped	to	arrange	employment	for	student-athletes;
•	 Been	a	season	ticket	holder.

PROSPECTIVE STUDENT-ATHLETES 
A prospective student-athlete (prospect) is a student who has: 
•	 Started	classes	for	the	ninth	grade,	or	
•	 Ever	received	any	financial	assistance	or	other	benefit	prospective	
students do not generally receive. 
An individual remains a prospect until one of the following occurs 
(whichever is earlier): 
•	 The	individual	officially	registers	and	enrolls	in	a	minimum	full-
time program of studies and attends classes in any term (including 
summer) of a four-year collegiate institution’s regular academic year. 
•	 The	individual	participates	 in	a	regular	squad	practice	or	com-
petition at a four-year collegiate institution that occurs before the 
beginning of any term. 
Remember a prospect remains a prospect even after signing a Na-
tional Letter of Intent with the University of South Carolina. 

EXTRA BENEFITS 
A recruiting inducement or extra benefit is any special arrangement 
by a University of South Carolina employee or booster to provide a 
prospect, a student-athlete, or their relatives or friends a benefit not 
expressly authorized by the NCAA. Examples of impermissible extra 
benefits include, but are not limited to:
•	 Free	or	 reduced	cost	 services,	 rentals,	or	purchases	of	any	 type	
(e.g., meals, drinks, clothing, laundry, haircuts, legal fees, tattoos, car 
repairs, free upgrades on products or services, etc.)
•	 Gifts	of	 any	kind,	 including	 special	occasions	 (birthdays,	holi-
days, graduation, etc.)
•	 VIP	access	to	bars,	clubs,	events,	etc.	
•	 Free	or	reduced	cost	housing	for	any	length	of	time	
•	 Loans	(including	co-signing)	
•	 Cash	or	like	items	
•	 Use	of	an	automobile	or	transportation

•	 An	employment	arrangement	for	a	prospect	or	student-athlete’s	
relatives 
•	 Entertainment
•	 Use	of	your	telephone	or	credit	card
•	 Providing	a	meal	in	your	home
•	 Academic	assistance	of	any	kind	(e.g.,	tutoring,	editing	papers/
projects, assistance in completing classwork, use of computer, etc.)
•	 Any	tangible	items,	including	merchandise	

WHAT ARE THE CONSEQUENCES?
South Carolina is responsible for the actions of its boosters. If a 
booster provides an impermissible benefit to a prospect, a student-
athlete, or their relatives or friends, South Carolina may be subject 
to penalties, even if the student-athlete has completed his or her 
eligibility. The prospect or student-athlete who accepts an impermis-
sible benefit jeopardizes his or her eligibility for intercollegiate com-
petition. A booster who provides an impermissible benefit may be 
disassociated from the University’s athletics program. Disassociation 
results in a loss of all benefits or privileges offered by the department 
of athletics and may involve other penalties as appropriate.

GOT QUESTIONS? ASK COMPLIANCE.
The above information is a brief overview of compliance and rules 
pertaining to boosters and their interactions with prospective and 
current student-athletes. It is not an exhaustive discussion. If you 
have any questions about any NCAA, SEC, or institutional rules, 
please contact the Office of Compliance Services at (803) 777-1519 
or via email at athcompl@mailbox.sc.edu.

OFFICE OF COMPLIANCE SERVICES
Rice Athletics Center – 3rd Floor
1304 Heyward Street
Columbia, SC  29208
Phone: (803) 777-1519
Fax: (803) 777-9070
E-mail: athcompl@mailbox.sc.edu
Follow us on Twitter: @UofSCCompliance
Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/SouthCarolinaCompli-
ance

steve fink
Asst. A.D./Media Relations
Football
finksc@mailbox.sc.edu
(o) 803-777-7987
(c) 803-240-5268

emily feeney
Associate Director
Men’s Basketball
efeeney@mailbox.sc.edu
(o) 803-777-7743
(c) 803-727-3284
@EmilyFeeneySID

andrew kitick
Associate Director
Baseball/Football
kitick@mailbox.sc.edu
(o) 803-777-5257
(c) 803-240-4150
@akitick

diana koval
Associate Director
Women’s Bskb./M.Tennis
dkoval@mailbox.sc.edu
(o) 803-777-7977
(c) 314-369-6050
@DianaKovalSID

matt freed
Assistant Director
Women’s Tennis
mfreed@sc.edu
(o) 803-777-9917
(c) 803-553-5130

justin holt
Assistant Director
VBall/Sand VBall/M-Golf
jnholt@mailbox.sc.edu
(o) 803-777-7872
(c) 865-765-5335
@JDHolt23

koby padgett
Assistant Director
M. Soccer/Softball
kpadgett@sc.edu
(o) 803-777-8017
(c) 662-312-5110
@KobyP_SC

cory burkarth
Multimedia Coordinator
Equestrian
burkarth@mailbox.sc.edu
(o) 803-777-7881
(c) 804-319-6099

chelsea carlson
Media Relations Assistant
Swimming/Diving
carlsonc@mailbox.sc.edu
(o) 803-777-8844
(c) 440-241-1009

megan hartsell
Media Relations Assistant
W. Soccer/W. Golf
mabryml@mailbox.sc.edu
(o) 803-777-1516
(c) 704-985-0889
@MeganMabry09

joe kepler
Media Relations Assistant
XC/Track & Field/Secondary MBB
keplerj@mailbox.sc.edu
(o) 803-777-5539
(c) 716-254-1711
@JoeKeplerUSC
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media services
The 2014-15 edition of the University of South Carolina 
basketball media guide is a source of information for the 
news media.  Additional information is available upon 
request.  News releases, action and still photographs, video 
tapes and digital images are also available to accredited 
members of the news media upon request.

media credentials
Credentials are limited to working daily print and electronic 
media and to others whose duties make necessary access to 
press row.  Photo credentials are issued only to working 
photographers and cinematographers.  Photographers are 
restricted to the baselines and may use natural light only.  
Flash units are not allowed.

South Carolina will use the online credentials system. Please 
go to www.sportssystems.com/seccredentials to register for 
credentials (photo, press row).

ALL credentials will be distributed on game day at the press 
pass gate on the College Street entrance of the Colonial 
Life Arena.  A limited number of media parking spaces are 
available.  Media parking passes must be requested at the 
time of credential requests.

interview policies
All interview requests must be made in advance to SID Em-
ily Feeney in the South Carolina Media Relations Office.  
Beginning with the start of practice in October, Feeney 
will release a weekly coach and student-athlete availability 
schedule to media on Monday’s.

Post-Game Interview Policy: After each home game, the 
visiting coach will address the media first, followed by South 
Carolina student-athletes then South Carolina head coach 
Frank Martin.  (Depending on deadline, this may be altered 
on a game-by-game basis).  

Road Interview Policy: Interviews with Coach Martin 
while on the road will be scheduled according to the 
home post-game media procedure.  No student-athlete 
interviews are allowed until after the game once the team 
leaves Columbia.

home game Services
Press Room: The South Carolina basketball media room 
is located behind the visitor bench near the locker room 
cluster at Colonial Life Arena.  This room is open only to 
accredited media with proper credentials.

Internet: There is wireless and high speed data lines in the 
press room.  Those data lines are available on a first come, 
first served basis.  Wireless is also available in the arena.  

food Services
Each credentialed media member will be issued a food 
coupon that can be used at the concession stands inside 
Colonial Life Arena.  

Statistical Services
Complete play-by-play, full halftime and final boxscores 
and post-game coaches’ quotes are provided to the media.  
Computer monitors are on press row for broadcast locations 
for immediate updates throughout the game.

broadcasts
Announce positions for radio and TV broadcasts are at 
courtside.  Under contracted reciprocal agreements, the 
official designated originating station or network of the 
visiting team is allowed to originate radio broadcasts with-
out charge.  All others will be charged an origination fee.  

Stations must contact Liz McMillan of Gamecock Sports 
Properties at (803) 777-7895 for information.

preSS row paSSeS
NEWSPAPERS are eligible to apply for credentials and 
access to media opportunities. The granting and number 
of credentials for daily newspapers will based on the 
newspaper’s circulation on a space available basis.
 Those newspapers publishing more than twice a week, 
but less than six, will have priority after those in the daily 
newspaper category.
 WEBSITES that meet one of the following criteria will 
be issued a maximum of three (3) season approved press 
credentials, which includes the videographer, and two (2) 
season field passes to be used for still photography.
 1. Is the official website of the home or visiting school 
or its conference;
 2. Is the official online service of a national over-the-air 
or cable television network;
 3. Has a “national affiliate agreement” with or is an 
official licensed site of a national or local newsgathering 
organization and has at least one full-time employee 
dedicated to writing for the site; or
 4. Is a local newsgathering organization that has at least 
two full-time employees and is owned by a media company 
with multiple assets. 
 Websites that are an extension of a non-digital local 
media outlet (newspaper, radio, television) will not be issued 
credentials independent of their originating organization. 
 Sport-specific websites with more than two full-time 
writers will be considered on a case-by-case basis.
 No credentials will be issued to any website that is not 
deemed by University of South Carolina Assistant Athletics 
Director/Media Relations to have adequate editorial 
oversight. Credentials will not be approved to anyone who 
writes or posts under an alias.
 TELEVISION stations will be issued a maximum of 
two (2) season approved credentials. 
 Local RADIO stations will be granted one (1) season 
approved press row credential per daily sports show. In 
addition, one (1) press row credential will be distributed per 
station for the sports director. Non-daily local radio sports 
shows and out-of-market radio stations that have a daily 
sports show will be granted a maximum one (1) credential 
on a game-by-game space available basis.
 STUDENT MEDIA outlets for the home and visiting 
schools will be issued credentials in accordance with 
the policy or their format (newspaper, website, radio, 
television). To be considered student media, the outlet 
must be sanctioned as such by the university, have full-time 
university staff overseeing the training of staff or be governed 
by a university-appointed board, and receive some portion 
of its funding from student fees.
 PHOTO WIRE SERVICES that distribute nationally 
and retain all rights for sale and usage of any image taken 
at the event will be issued one (1) season photo pass. Any 
wire service that sells/shares its images for non-editorial uses 
must provide the University of South Carolina Athletics 
Media Relations department with a statement indicating 
how it ensures that non-editorial clients use its images within 
NCAA regulations. 
•	Non-affiliated bloggers will not be credentialed.
All other credential requests, including non-daily 
newspapers, magazines, out-of-market radio stations, etc. 
will be issued on a game-by-game, case-by-case and space 
available basis at the discretion of the media relations 
director. 
Please note: Due to the high number of applications, it is 
not possible to accommodate all requests. No one under 
18 years of age will be issued a credential without prior 
approval of the SID.
No credentials will be issued to any website that is not 
deemed by the University of South Carolina Assistant 
Athletics Director/Media Relations to have adequate 
editorial oversight.

coach, student-athlete radio policy
South Carolina coaches are limited to one appearance 
from one member of a sport’s coaching staff per seven-day 
period on any radio station or any radio show that is aired 
as part of a state-wide, regional or national network in the 
Columbia market. The length of the interview should be 
no more than one segment, defined as “commercial break 
to commercial break.” The segment shall run no longer 
than 10 minutes. In addition, the same member of a sport’s 
coaching staff or South Carolina administrator cannot 
make appearances in consecutive seven-day periods on the 
same radio station. Media outlets in which the institution 
or the SEC is contractually affiliated are exempt from this 
language. Exceptions can be made in the occurrence of a 
major “breaking news” event. 

South Carolina student-athletes may not participate in any 
live radio show other than during a regularly scheduled 
newscast and for no longer than four minutes, postgame 
interview times, conference media days and structured 
media opportunities during NCAA championships, 
without the consent of the South Carolina Media Relations 
department. This policy is in effect year-round and does not 
apply to institutional networks. It does apply to internet 
chat rooms that are sponsored by a media outlet for the 
sole purpose of conducting Q&A sessions with the viewing 
public concerning the student-athlete’s athletic career.

It is not permissible for any non-rightsholder to archive 
audio or video Event content that exceeds five (5) minutes 
in length. Events are defined as varsity contests, press 
conferences and any other group media availability. 
Archiving may not begin until the conclusion of the entire 
event.

Spotters and Statisticians
The Media Relations Department can supply radio and 
television broadcasters with spotters and stat personnel if 
notified of their needs in advance.

south carolina 
Student–athlete media 

interview policy
All interviews are to be coordinated through the 
Media Relations Department and men’s basketball 
SID Emily Feeney. This allows the staff to arrange 
the interview when it best suits the student-athlete’s 
and the reporter’s schedules. Please contact the Media 
Relations Department in advance to make your 
interview requests. 

Media are not permitted to contact student-athletes 
on their own at any time. All interviews will take 
place at the designated interview site for that day as 
listed in the weekly media advisory, or in the media 
relations office.  

Residence hall, apartment or cell phone numbers for 
student-athletes will not be provided to the media. 
Should you need to conduct a telephone interview 
with a student-athlete, a call will be placed to you 
from the student-athlete at a mutually agreeable time.
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Associated Press
1311 Marion Street
Columbia, S.C. 29201
803-799-5510
Pete Iacobelli (piacobelli@ap.org)

The State
Box 1333
Columbia, S.C. 29202
803-771-8470
SE: Rick Millians 
(rmillians@thestate.com)
C: Ron Morris (rmorris@thestate.com)
Beat: Dave Cloninger 
(dcloninger@thestate.com)

Charleston Post & Courier
134 Columbus Street
Charleston, S.C. 29403
843-937-5598
Beat: David Caraviello
(dcarviello@postandcourier.com)

Greenville News
Box 1688
Greenville, S.C. 29602
864-298-4268
Beat: Willie  T. Smith 
(wsmith@greenvillenews.com)
                             
Anderson Independent-Mail
Box 2507
Anderson, S.C. 29622
864-260-1237
Brad Senkiw
(senkiwb@independentmail.com) 
 
Augusta Chronicle
725 Broad Street
Augusta, GA 30901
706-823-3337
Scott Michaux 
(scott.michaux@augustachronicle.com)

Charlotte Observer
600 S. Tryon Street
Charlotte, N.C. 28202
704-358-5118

Florence Morning News
P.O. Box 100528
Florence, S.C. 29501
843-317-7271
SE: Mark Haselden 
(mhaselden@florencenews.com)

Hilton Head Island Packet
Box 5727 
Hilton Head, S.C. 29938
843-706-8121
SE: Justin Jarrett 
(jjarrett@islandpacket.com)

Myrtle Beach Sun News
P.O. Box 406
Myrtle Beach, S.C. 29578
843-626-8555
SE: Shane Bowen 
(sbowen@thesunnews.com)

Orangeburg Times & Democrat
P.O. Drawer 1766
Orangeburg, S.C. 29116
803-534-1060
Brian Linder
SE: Thomas Grant, Jr. 
(tgrant@timesanddemocrat.com) 

Rock Hill Herald-Journal
Box 11707
Rock Hill, S.C. 29731
803-329-4099
Bret McCormick
(mbccormick@heraldonline.com)

Spartanburg Herald-Journal
Box 1657
Spartanburg, S.C. 29304
864-582-4511
Matt Connolly
(matt.connolly@shj.com)

Sumter Item
803-774-1241
(SE) Dennis Brunson
(dennisb@theitem.com)

WIS-TV (Channel 10)
1111 Bull Street, Columbia, S.C. 29201
803-758-1288
Rick Henry (rhenry@wistv.com)

WLTX-TV (Channel 19)
6027 Garners Ferry Rd, Columbia, S.C. 
29209
803-647-0233
Reggie Anderson 
(randerson@wltx.gannett.com)

WOLO-TV (Channel 25)
Box 4217, Columbia, S.C. 29204
803-754-7525
Tim Hill (timhill@wolo.com)

WACH FOX (Channel 57)
1400 Pickens Street, Columbia, S.C. 
29201
803-252-5757
Brian McConchie 
(bmconchie@wach.com)

WCSC-TV (Channel 5)
Box 186, Charleston, S.C. 29402
843-402-5750
Andy Pruitt (apruitt@live5news.com)

WBTW-TV (Channel 13)
3430 TV Road, Florence, S.C. 29501
803-317-1313
Conan Gasque (pgasque@wbtw.com)

WYFF-TV (Channel 4)
Box 788, Greenville, S.C. 29602
864-240-5265
Brad Fralick (bfralick@hearst.com)

WPDE-TV (Channel 15)
Box 51150, Myrtle Beach, S.C. 29579
843-234-9733
Brandon Dunn (bdunn@wpde.com)

WCBD-TV (Channel 2)
210 West Coleman Blvd., 
Mt. Pleasant, S.C. 29464
843-216-4894
Brendan Clark

WCIV-TV (Channel 4)
Allbritton Blvd., Mt. Pleasant, S.C. 
29464
843-884-8513
Scott Eisberg

WRDW-TV (Channel 12)
Box 1212, North Augusta, S.C. 30913
803-278-3111
Kevin Faigle (kevin.faigle@wrdw.com)

WSPA-TV (Channel 7)
Box 1717, Spartanburg, S.C. 29301
864-587-4497
Pete Yanity (pyanity@wspa.com)

Cumulus Broadcasting
P.O. Box 5106, Columbia, S.C. 29250
803-766-7600 
Brent Johnson 
(bjohnson@b106fm.com)

WNKT (107.5 FM) (Flagship)
803-796-9975
Heath Cline (heath@1075thegame.com)

Jay Philips (jay@1075thegame.com)
Michael Haney 
(michael@1075thegame.com)

South Carolina News Network
1301 Gervais St., Suite 105
Columbia, S.C. 29201
803-790-4305
Phil Kornblut (philtalk@live.com)
Kevin McCrarey (kmac000@aol.com)

WVOC (560 AM)
Box 21567, Columbia, S.C. 29221
803-343-1100
Christopher Thompson 
(sports@wvoc.com)

Gamecock Sports Properties
P.O. Box 50306, Columbia, S.C. 29250
803-777-7895
Elizabeth McMillan, GM
(liz.mcmillan@imgworld.com)

Andy Demetra, basketball play-by-play
andy.demetra@imgworld.com
803-777-8943

Casey Manning, analyst

The Daily Gamecock
1400 Greene Street
Columbia, S.C. 29208
803-777-7182
dailygamecock@gmail.com

Spurs & Feathers
Brian Hand 
(bhand@spursandfeathers.com)

Gamecock Productions
Paul Danna (danna@mailbox.sc.edu)
803-777-5335

GamecockCentral.com
Chris Clark 
(clark@gamecockcentral.com)
Scott Hood (scotthood63@gmail.com)

TheBigSpur.com
John Whittle (jwhittle6@sc.rr.com)
Bill Gunter (will.gunter@aol.com)

print

television

radio

campus/Specialty internet
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coaches teleconference
The weekly SEC men’s basketball coaches teleconfer-
ence will be held every Monday beginning Monday, 
Jan. 6 through Monday, March 9. The 14 Southeast-
ern Conference men’s head basketball coaches will be 
featured from 10:00 -11:38 a.m. (CT).

Media representatives wishing to participate in the 
teleconference should contact the SEC Media Rela-
tions Department for further details. Each coach will 
appear on the teleconference for seven minutes, ac-
cording to the following schedule:

ORDER OF APPEARANCE
(All Times Eastern)
11:00 a.m. .......................Kevin Stallings, Vanderbilt
11:07 a.m. .............................Billy Donovan, Florida
11:14 a.m. .............. Frank Martin, South Carolina
11:21 a.m. ...................................Mark Fox, Georgia
11:28 a.m. ...................................Johnny Jones, LSU
11:35 a.m. ...........................John Calipari, Kentucky
11:42 a.m. ...................... Donnie Tyndall, Tennessee
11:49 a.m. .........................Mike Anderson, Arkansas
11:56 a.m. ......................... Anthony Grant, Alabama
12:03 a.m. ................................. Bruce Pearl, Auburn
12:10 a.m. ......................... Andy Kennedy, Ole Miss
12:17 a.m. ................................Rick Ray, Miss. State
12:24 a.m. .......................... Kim Anderson, Missouri
12:31 a.m. ..................... Billy Kennedy, Texas A&M

In addition, the SEC men’s basketball teams who make 
it to postseason will be on a teleconference on Monday, 
March 16 beginning at 10:00 a.m. CT.

All SEC basketball teleconferences can be listened to 
on the internet at www.secsports.com shortly after the 
conclsion of the teleconference. 

Sec websites
The Southeastern Conference has an extensive pres-
ence on the World Wide Web. General SEC basketball 
information can be accessed on the Web at www.secs-
ports.com. The basketball section is updated with new 
material daily on the page, with standings, statistics, 
game previews, notes and other important informa-
tion. The SEC basketball release can also be printed off 
of the secsports.com website in an Adobe Acrobat file. 
Adobe Reader, which is used to read the Adobe Acro-
bat file, can be downloaded for free on your computer 
on the adobe.com website.

The SEC also offers a media-only section of the website 
- www.secsportsmedia.com. Media covering the SEC 
can retrieve information from the conference office as 
well as the 14 SEC institutions from the media site. 
An internet photo gallery, logos and a championship 
credentialing system for SEC basketball is available on 
the site. (The site houses all media information for the 
other 19 sports the SEC sponsors).
 
Sec release
The conference basketball release will be available each 
Monday beginning in early November via the league’s 
websites. Any media representative wishing to receive 
information via e-mail should register on www.sec-
sportsmedia.com. SEC standings and team-by-team 
results will be updated each weekday, while conference 
statistics will be updated as often as needed based on 
the schedule of play. Information is also available via 
the school’s SIDs. 

Sec weekly awards
The SEC will name a Player of the Week and Fresh-
man of the Week throughout the 2014-15 season 
(November-March) for Monday publication. Nomi-
nations for both awards are made by the SEC men’s 
basketball sports information contacts. 
 
Sec tournament credentials
Media credential requests for the 2015 SEC Tourna-
ment in Atlanta will be available online at www.sec-
sportsmedia.com in early January. For further infor-
mation concerning media coverage of the 2015 SEC 
Tournament, please contact the SEC Media Relations 
Department.

follow the sec
On Facebook ... join the fan group called “South-
eastern Conference”.  On Twitter…follow the SEC 
on www.twitter.com/SEC and www.twitter.com/
SEC_Craig.

Sec media relations Staff
Herb Vincent, Associate Commissioner
E-mail: hvincent@sec.org

Craig Pinkerton, Director
E-mail: cpinkerton@sec.org

Chuck Dunlap, Director
E-mail: cdunlap@sec.org

Tammy Wilson, Director
E-mail: twilson@sec.org

Sean Cartell, Assistant Director
E-mail: scartell@sec.org

Jill Skotarczak, Assistant Director
E-mail: jskotarczak@sec.org

Office Phone: (205) 458-3000
Fax: (205) 458-3030

SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE
2201 Richard Arrington Jr. Blvd. North
Birmingham, Alabama 35203

Websites: www.SECSports.com
www.SECSportsMedia.com

Sec basketball Sid contacts
Alabama - Aaron Jordan
E-Mail: ajordan@ia.ua.edu
Office Phone: (205) 348-5401

Arkansas - Patrick Pierson
E-Mail: pspierso@uark.edu
Office Phone: (479) 575-2752

Auburn - Dan Froehlick
E-Mail froehdp@auburn.edu
Office Phone (334) 844-9803

Florida - Denver Parler
E-Mail: denverp@gators.uaa.ufl.edu
Office Phone: (352) 375-4683 x6100

Georgia - Tim Hix
E-Mail: thix@sports.uga.edu
Office Phone: (706) 542-1621

Kentucky - Deb Moore
E-mail: deb.moore@uky.edu
Office Phone: (859) 257-3838

LSU - Kent Lowe
E-Mail: clowe@lsu.edu
Office Phone: (225) 578-8226

Ole Miss - Daniel Snowden
E-Mail: desnowde@olemiss.edu
Office Phone: (662) 236-1931

Mississippi State - Gregg Ellis
E-Mail: gellis@athletics.msstate.edu
Office Phone: (662) 325-3595

Missouri - Patrick Crawford
E-Mail: crawfordpa@missouri.edu
Office Phone: (573) 882-2531

South Carolina - Emily Feeney
E-Mail: efeeney@mailbox.sc.edu
Office Phone: (803) 777-7743

Tennessee - Tom Satkowiak
E-Mail: tsatkowi@tennessee.edu
Office Phone: (865) 974-7501

Texas A&M - Adam Quisenberry
E-Mail: aquisenberry@athletics.tamu.edu
Office Phone: (979) 862-5453

Vanderbilt - Andy Boggs
E-Mail: andy.boggs@vanderbilt.edu
Office Phone: (615) 322-4121

Southeastern Conference - Craig Pinkerton
E-Mail: cpinkerton@sec.org
Office Phone: (205) 458-3000

southeastern conference media information
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n Throughout the history of men’s college basket-
ball, the Southeastern Conference has captured 
11 NCAA Championships and four NIT titles, 
putting the SEC as one of the nation’s top basket-
ball conferences. 

n During the 2006-07 academic year the South-
eastern Conference became the first conference 
to win the Division I National Championship 
in Football (Florida), Men’s Basketball (Florida) 
and Women’s Basketball (Tennessee) in the same 
school year.

n Only the SEC, the Big East and American have 
ever won both the men’s and women’s basketball 
titles in one season. SEC won both three times 
in 1996, 1998 and 2007. The Big East has won 
both twice in 2003 and 2004. The American did 
it in 2014.

n The SEC swept both the NIT and NCAA 
Tournaments in 2006 when Florida won its first 
NCAA championship and South Carolina earned 
its second straight NIT title. Only four confer-
ences have won both the NIT and NCAA title, 
including the Big East (2003), ACC (1992) and 
Big Ten (1979).

n The SEC has won three of the last nine NCAA 
titles (2006-Florida, 2007-Florida, 2012 Ken-
tucky). No other conference has won more than 
two NCAA titles during that stretch.

n Every team in the SEC has made at least one 
NCAA Tournament appearance in the last 11 edi-
tions of the NCAA Tournament.

the sec - america’s elite basketball conference

The SEC Network
The Southeastern Conference and ESPN signed a 20-
year agreement through 2034 to create and operate a 
multiplatform network which launched August 14, 
2014. The new network and its accompanying digital 
platform will carry SEC content 24/7 including more 
than 1,000 events in its first year making every SEC 
basketball game available nationwide. Programming 
also includes studio shows and original content such 
as SEC Storied.  The Network has reoccuring weekday 
programming such as SEC Now, a news & information 
show featuring SEC Network hosts Peter Burns, Dari 
Nowkhah or Maria Taylor and network analysts, dis-
cussing all the SEC news of the day, the show airs at 7 
p.m. ET on Monday and Tuesday and begins at 9 p.m. 
on Thursday and Friday.  The network also has weekend 
programming, including SEC Rewind, when the Net-
work takes a look back at a historic game from the SEC, 
and SEC Scoreboard, a Saturday evening recap show 
featuring highlights and analysis of all the day’s events.

The South Carolina Operation
The University of South Carolina will produce 110-120 
events with an ESPN-caliber production. These include 
baseball, men’s and women’s basketball, men’s and 
women’s soccer, softball, volleyball and sand volleyball 
games that are not covered by CBS, ESPN, ESPN2, 
ESPNU or the SEC Network linear channel. Live op-
erations for the SEC Network at Carolina are led by 
David Cockfield (producer), Mark Slice (engineer) and 
Justin Stoll (graphic design). Play-by-play duties will be 
handled by familiar voices Brad Muller, Andy Demetra 
and Derek Scott.
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Gamecock Sports Marketing, a partnership between the University of South Caro-
lina Athletics Department and IMG College is the originating medium for radio 
coverage of the 2014-15 South Carolina basketball games.
 
Gamecock Sports Marketing is responsible for the overall management of the ath-
letic program’s corporate partnership effort, which includes producing, selling and 
distributing the Gamecock Radio Network (live play-by-play and call-in shows) 
and television programming (coaches shows), print advertising in various athletic 
department publications, and selected signage in University athletic facilities.
 
Andy Demetra begins his sixth season as the play-by-play announcer for Gamecock 
men’s basketball and baseball.  Prior to re-joining the Gamecock broadcast team in 
2009, Demetra worked for ISP Sports in Winston-Salem, N.C. While at ISP, he did 
basketball play-by-play for the Big East National Game of the Week and football 
play-by-play for the ACC National Game of the Week.  Demetra has also done 
television play-by-play for CBS Sports Network and Fox Sports South.  Demetra, 
who began his career as the play-by-play voice of South Carolina women’s basketball 
from 2003-06, has also done telecasts for the Pac-12 Network.  
 
Casey Manning, the color analyst for the Gamecock Radio Network, earned a varsity 
letter for the legendary coach Frank McGuire from 1971-73 (freshmen were not 
eligible to play varsity basketball) and attended South Carolina from 1969-73.  He 
won the Freshman Academic Award.  He was selected to Who’s Who in Colleges 
and Universities and chosen as a South Carolina outstanding senior.  He was a 
member of Carolina’s ACC Tournament Championship team in 1970-71, while he 
was player of the year in South Carolina in 1969 and a high school All-American.

Manning is currently a Circuit Court Judge for the state of South Carolina, having 
served in that capacity since April 1994.  He served as the Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral for the state of South Carolina for five years (1983-88), and was the Chief of 
Prosecutions from 1988-89.  Manning is a member of the American Bar Association 
and is a past president of the South Carolina Athletic Hall of Fame.  
 
Carroll Senn has served as engineer/producer for the Gamecock Basketball Radio 
Network since 1981.  
 
Liz McMillan is Executive Director for the Network and has been involved since 
1993 as the first woman in the SEC to serve in this capacity. 

gamecock radio network

(l to r): andy demetra, carroll senn, casey manning
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n Colonial Life Arena is more than just the home of South Carolina men’s 
and women’s basketball.  It’s also a thriving entertainment venue that the 
city of Columbia and its surrounding metropolitan area are able to enjoy 
throughout the year.
n Colonial Life Arena was ranked 12th in the United States for first quarter 
tickets sales by Pollstar 2014.   The arena was also ranked number one in the 
Carolinas for “University Top Stops” in Venues Today for ticket sales.
n Colonial Life Arena is the largest arena in the state of South Carolina 
with 18,000 seats, and the 10-largest on-campus basketball facility in the 
nation.  Located on the beautiful University of South Carolina campus, this 
one-of-a-kind facility features 41 suites, four entertainment suites, and the 
Frank McGuire Club, a full-service hospitality room that has a capacity of 
300. The state-of-the-art facility also features plush seating, a technologically 
advanced sound system, a four-sided video scoreboard, and a one-of-a-kind 
selection of unique concession foods that will delight fans of all ages.
n The Arena has hosted numerous sold out shows, including Barnum 
and Bailey Circus, Billy Joel, country superstars Kenny Chesney and George 
Straight, WWE Wrestling, Jamie Foxx and numerous other acts.
n	The arena is the largest building ever constructed at the University of South Carolina at 342,000 square feet.  It features two spacious, identical locker rooms 
for the Gamecock men’s and women’s basketball teams with team meeting rooms, recruiting rooms, coaches locker rooms and a training room facility.
n	During the 2008-09 men’s basketball season, Colonial Life Arena was sold out twice, including the first sellout crowd for a Gamecock men’s basketball 
game since the 2004 season.  The South Carolina athletic campaign “Operation Sellout” encouraged the Gamecock faithful to sellout the arena for Carolina’s 
game against Georgia on Feb. 7, 2009, marking the first sellout in five seasons.  During the season, more than 10,000 fans attended a men’s basketball contest at 
Colonial Life Arena 10 times.  

FUN FACTS ABOUT COLONIAL LIFE ARENA
16,880 cubic yards of earth moved, which is enough to fill 222 swimming pools.
3,848 tons of steel, which would weigh equal to 96,200 quarters, which would equal $24,050.
125 miles of cable, which would stretch between Columbia and Folly Beach.
1,872 tons of cooling, which would cool an average of 12 grocery stores.
205,384 bricks and 60,137 concrete blocks, which would stretch the entire length of Lake Murray (41 miles).
8,750 gallons of paint, which would paint approximately 115 average Columbia 2-story houses.
4,781 square yards of carpet, which would carpet approximately the field at Williams-Brice Stadium.
443 people working on building the arena at a given time, which would staff 44 fast food restaurants.
1,158,000 man-hours to complete Colonial Life Arena, which would equal two working hours from each person living in the Columbia Metro area.

colonial life arena - home of the gamecocks
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2014-15 season preview
South Carolina head men's basketball coach Frank 
Martin enters his third season at the helm of the 
Gamecock program this fall. Martin and his staff 
have put together a competitive schedule for the sea-
son, which will feature marquee home contests and 
play in one of the top tournaments in the country 
in the Charleston Classic. Martin returns four start-
ers from last season (based on starters for the final 
game of the year), and returns 11 letterwinners over-
all, while welcoming three newcomers into the mix. 
Martin has experience on his roster this season, and 
a group that understands the rigors of the season 
ahead.

guard play
The Gamecocks will look to senior leader Tyrone 
Johnson on and off the court this season, as the point 
guard will be the team's only senior. Johnson suf-
fered an injury early in the SEC campaign last year, 
but, prior to that, he averaged 11.2 points and a 
team-best 3.4 assists. Playing in his first competition 
since transferring from Villanova in the middle of 
the 2012-13 campaign, Johnson posted 11 double-
figure scoring games and 11 games with at least three 
assists prior to his injury. Martin looks forward to 
having Johnson back on the floor leading the team 
this season.

"For the first time since I've been at South Carolina 
we have experienced guards coming back," Martin 
said. "Tyrone Johnson, senior guard, who fully un-
derstands what we do, is fully committed to playing 
the game with our ideas and strategies. He's going to 
be a front-line leader as a point guard to our basket-
ball team. When he got hurt last year our team was 
playing very good basketball, and it was because of 
his growth as a player within our system."
Johnson will be joined by 2014 SEC All-Freshman 

honoree Sindarius Thornwell and 
sophomore guard Duane Notice in the 
backcourt this season. The duo averaged 
13.4 and 8.2 points per game, respec-
tively, last season, and combined for 
nearly six assists per contest. Thornwell 
led all freshmen in the SEC in points 
(15.6) and assists (4.0) per SEC game 
and was a three-time SEC Freshman of 
the Week honoree. Notice played some 
of his best basketball of the season dur-
ing SEC Tournament action last March, 
averaging 14.0 points and 3.7 assists 
in three games at the postseason event, 
which included a season-high 23 points 
in the victory over Auburn. Notice has 
worked tirelessly in the weight room 
during the offseason as well, bolstering 
his speed and strength.

"When you add [to Johnson's experi-
ence] Sindarius Thornwell, who obvi-
ously was voted as one of the top five freshmen in the 
SEC, and the success he had as a freshman going with 
the natural progression that freshmen go through as 
sophomores, we're extremely excited about his lead-
ership and his commitment to our program. Then 
you add Duane Notice, who grew as the year went 
on and played his best basketball of the season in 
the last three-to-four weeks, and he has continued 
to move in that direction, just like Sindarius. It gives 
you three guards with tremendous experience to help 
lead our basketball team as we move forward.

"You continue to add different parts, such as Justin 
McKie, Reggie Theus Jr. and Brian Steele, who have 
all at times in their young careers helped us, whether 
it be in practice or in games, with the growth of our 
program," Martin continued.

The above-mentioned sophomores, McKie and 
Theus, and junior Steele bring valuable game experi-

ence to the group. McKie saw action in 
17 contests last season, and Theus in 11. 
Steele has four starts in his career, which 
has seen him play in 29 contests, scoring 
points in 18 of those games.

In addition, two freshmen will be add-
ed to the mix of guards this season in 
Columbia native Marcus Stroman and 
TeMarcus Blanton, from Locust Grove, 
Georgia. Stroman has been described 
by Martin as a "competitive" and "pas-
sionate" point guard who "is so good 
at making others look good." Blanton 
brings an athletic build and an "ultra-
competitive" mindset on both ends of 
the floor to the team.

"To [the group above] you add two 
freshmen who we are extremely excited 
about," Martin said. "One, Marcus 
Stroman, is your consummate point 
guard. The biggest compliment that you 
can give to anybody is that he makes the 
other people better--that's what Mar-
cus does. He is an absolute competitive 

warrior that knows how to make other players better 
around him.

"Then you add TeMarcus Blanton who is a 6'6", 
long, athletic, high-motor guard who can play mul-
tiple positions and will bring a whole lot of energy 
and enthusiasm and an aggressiveness for our fans 
to watch as this team unfolds and grows during this 
coming year."

*** Note, Blanton suffered an injury in preseason prac-
tice which required surgery.  Due to the injury, he is out 
for the season.

inSide play
Martin will have experience inside and on the post 
as well, with juniors Michael Carrera, Laimonas 
Chatkevicius and Mindaugas Kacinas anchoring 
the group. Carrera averages 7.8 points and 6.4 re-
bounds for his career, and his emotion on the court 
revs up not only his teammates, but also the crowd 
of Gamecock fans. Carrera has had to play differ-
ent roles on the court each season due to necessity, 
but he embraces the opportunity to play for Caro-
lina. Chatkevicius continues to improve, not only 
his strength and agility, but also his play. Another 
Gamecock who played his best basketball at the end 
of last season, he averaged 10.7 points and 7.0 re-
bounds in three games at the SEC Tournament last 
March. Kacinas is a hard worker who has also played 
out of position on occasion. He is a steady contribu-
tor, posting 5.3 points and 4.5 rebounds per game 
for his career.

"Our inside play, Michael Carrera and Mindaugas 
Kacinas, have both been tremendous in their willing-
ness to accept playing different roles for our team," 
Martin commented. "Mindaugus is trying to play 
center, Michael playing power forward and last year 
small forward out of necessity. They've both become 
better players because of those experiences. As they 
enter their junior year they are stronger, more under-
standing of what we want, and both have an inner 
toughness and passion about our team that is second 
to none.

sophomore guard sindarius thornwell

senior guard tyrone johnson
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"When we played well last year, Laimonas created 
an impact on our basketball team, offensively and 
defensively. He is a multi-talented young man who 
presents size and a skill level. As he has continued to 
get his body in better shape, he has become a more 
productive player for us and we expect a lot of things 
from him."

Sophomore forward Demetrius Henry is also a key 
part of Carolina's inside play. He struggled with foul 
trouble during his rookie campaign, but has worked 
hard during the offseason to improve his strength 
and continues to grow as a player.

"Demetrius Henry is a young man who as a fresh-
man gave us everything he could," Martin said. 
"Again, playing out of position a lot, playing center. 
And as Laimonas grew it allowed Demetrius to play 
some power forward, which kind of alleviated his 
responsibilities and made him more comfortable do-
ing the things that he's been doing his whole life. As 
all freshmen do, he went through a growing process 
and has a better understanding of the physicality, the 
strength, the speed and the demands of college bas-
ketball. He's put on 20 pounds, and we're extremely 
excited about where he's at during this stage of his 
career."

Schedule
South Carolina has put together a challenging 
schedule for the 2014-15 campaign, one that fea-
tures home contests against Baylor, Oklahoma State, 
Clemson, Kentucky, Florida and Tennessee to name 
a few. The Gamecocks will also play in the Charles-
ton Classic and face Iowa State in a neutral site con-
test in early January. In the non-conference portion 
of their schedule, the Gamecocks will face three 
NCAA Tournament teams from a year ago in Okla-
homa State, Baylor and Iowa State, with the possibil-
ity of playing five postseason teams, including Akron 
and Penn State, during the slate. Both Baylor and 
Iowa State advanced to the Sweet 16. Martin com-
mented on the non-conference schedule when it was 
released in mid-July.

"Once again we have put together a very challenging 
schedule," Martin said. "A schedule to prepare us to 
find success and be prepared in the SEC. We start 
with very tough home games, followed by a great 
tournament in Charleston, and a road game at Mar-
shall, which is one of the most difficult facilities and 
places to play at. We're extremely excited about the 
challenges. Hopefully this schedule will harden our 
basketball team and prepare it for the unbelievable 
challenge of competing in the SEC."

The SEC campaign will see each of South Carolina's 
contests broadcast with five games to be aired on the 
ESPN family of networks, 10 on the SEC Network 
and three on FSN. The Gamecocks will host nine 
league contests at Colonial Life Arena during the 
upcoming season, including matchups with 2014 
NCAA Championship Runner-Up Kentucky, Final 
Four participant Florida, Sweet 16 participant Ten-
nessee, as well as home games versus Alabama, Geor-
gia, Missouri, Texas A&M, Mississippi State and 
Arkansas. The Gamecocks will face Alabama, Ten-
nessee, Kentucky, Georgia and Arkansas in home-
and-home series in 2015. With the above mentioned 
postseason teams from a year ago, the Gamecocks 
will also face 2014 Postseason NIT participants 
LSU, Georgia, Arkansas and Missouri, and CBI par-
ticipant Texas A&M.

While one game time and broadcast designation has 
not yet been released, South Carolina will see nearly 
all of its games available to a national audience this 
season with the inclusion of the newly launched SEC 
Network.

junior forward laimonas chatkevicius


