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The University of South Carolina offers equal opportunity in its employment and
educational activities in compliance with Title IX. Section 504 of the Rehabilita
tion Act of 1973 and other civil rights laws.

If you require special accommodations, please contact the
Gamecock Athletics Ticket Office ar (803) 777-4274.

University Facts
Location: Columbia, 5.C.

Mailing Address: Rex Enright Athletic Center; 1300
Rosewood Drive, Univ. of South Carclina; Columbia, SC 29208
Founded: 1801
Earollment: 23,700
Nickname: Gamecocks
Colors: Garnet (PMS 201) and Black
Mascot: Cocky
President: Dr. Andrew Sorensen
Faculty Representative: Dr. Russ Pate
Director of Athletics: Dr. Mike McGee
Senior Associate AD/Senior Women’s Administeator: Val Sheley
Senior Associate AD/Business & Development: Brad Edwards
Senior Associate AD/ Administration: Shawn Eichorst
Senior Associate AD/Ticket & Internet Operations: Chris Massaro
Associate AD/ Assistant SWA: Kim Abbott
Associate AD/Gamecock Club Director: Jeff Barber
Associate AD/Facilities: Jeff Davis
Interim Associate AD/Academics: Harold White
rent Management: Shawn Burke
Assistant AD/Ticket Manager: Julius Grant
Assistant AD/NCAA Compliance Coordinator: Marlynn Jones
Assistant AD/Planning and Special Projects: Michelle Schmitt
Assistant AD/Sports Medicine: Dr. Rod Walters
Assistant Sports Information Directors: Andrew Kitick, Gavin Lang,
Noelle Orr and Ayanna Wakefield
Publications Coordinatior: Christy Lang

Golf Quick Facts

Men's Golf SID: Christy Lang

Lang’s Office Phone: (803) 777-7977

Sports Information Phone: (803) 777-5204

SID Student Asst., Men’s Golf: Karen Saladyga
Afhliate: NCAA Division I

Conference: Southeastern

Head Coach: Puggy Blackmon

Seasons at USC/Owerall: 10th/22nd

Alma Mater: Carson-INewman, 1973

Home Course: The University Club

NCAA Appearances: 14
(1978-84-88-89-91-92-93-96-97-98-99-2000-01-02)
Highest Final Ranking: 8th (1988)

2004 SEC Finish: Tth

Lettermen Returning: 5 (Alex Hamilton, Eirik Johansen, West Streib,

Jake Thompson, Robert Svensson)
Newcomers: 3 (Mark Anderson, Patrick Cunning, Warren Thomas)

Credits

The 2005 South Carolina men’s golf media guide 15 a production of the
South Carolina Sports Information Office. Wniting, layout, design and editing
by Chnsty Lang, publications coordinator. Cover design by Cindy Baldwin.
Wating and editing also by Karen Saladyga, USC Sports Information student
assistant, Special thanks to head coach Puggy Blackmon for his assistance in
putting together this guide.

Photography: Jason Ayer, Puggy Blackmon, South Carolina Parks, Recre-
ation and Tounsm, Allen Sharpe.

Pranted by Professional Prnters, West Columbia, S.C.
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Media Information

Key Phone Numbers

7-5204
7881
2067
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Internet

The University of South Carolina has a home page (see at nght) se

To access the

up on the internet with information on all 20 varaty sports

page, type wwwuscsports.com. Schedules, rosters, coaches” bios and other

information are available on the USC Athletics home page. Also, there are

live audio updates daily and live audio of selected contests, as well as game
I } £

= SID office

day information for football and basketball events, Call the L

for further detals.

www.USCsports.com
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Associated Press

Pete lacobelli

PO Box 101101

Columbia, SC 29202
Telephone: (803) 799-5510
Fax: (803) 252-2013
email: N /A

The Gamecock

Sports Editor

Drawer A - Univ. of South Carolina
Columbia, SC 29208

Telephone: (803) 777-7182

Fax: (803) 777-6482
gamecocksports@hotmail.com

The Greenville News

Rick Scoppe

1611 Hollywood

Columbia, SC 29201
Telephone: (803) 256-2588
Fax: (803) 765-0001
solson(@charlotteobserver.com

Golfweek Magazine

Brian Peterson

7657 Commerce Center Drive
Orlando, Fla.

Telephone: (407) 345-5500
Fax: (407) 345-9945

The Herald

Gary McCann

PO Box 657

Spartanburg, SC 29304
Telephone: (864) 582-5673
Fax: (864) 594-6350
gmecann(@heraldonline.com

The Observer

Stan Olson

PO Box 32188

Charlotte, NC 28232
Telephone: (704) 358-5125

Fax: (704) 358-5110
solson@charlotteobserver.com

The Post Courier

Charlie Bennett

231 Tryon Street
Columbia, SC 29207
Telephone: (803) 799-2356
Fax: N/A
chapli3@hotmail.com

South Carclina News Network
Phil Kornblut

3710 Landmark Drive, Suite 100
Columbia, 5. 29204
Telephone: (803) 790-4300
Fax: (803) 790-4309
philtalk{@aol.com

Spurs & Feathers

Dexter Hudson

PO Box 8055

Columbia, SC 29202
Telephone: (803) 256-1789
Fax: N/A
spursusc{iflaol.com

The State

Rick Millians

PO Box 1333

Columbia, SC 29202
Telephone: (803) 771-8470
Fax: (803) 771-8613
rmillians@thestate.com

WCOS-AM

Teddy Heffner

PO Box 21567

Columbia, SC 29221
Telephone: (803) 772-5600
Fax: (803) 798-5255
theffnerl@aol.com

WIS-TV

Rick Henry

PO Box 4217

Columbia, SC 29204
Telephone: (803) 754-7528
Fax: (803) 754-6147
rhenry(@wistv.com

WLTX-TV

Bob Shields

Drawer M

Columbia, SC 29205
Telephone: (803) 647-0233
Fax: (803) 776-1791
sports{iwlix.com

WOLO-TV

Tim Hill

Box 4217

Columbia, SC 29205
Telephone: (803) 754-7528
Fax: (803)754-6147
thill@wolo.com

WITVOC-AM
Christopher Thompson
PO Box 21567

Columbia, SC 29221
Telephone: (803) 772-5600
Fax: (803) 798-5255
tophsports(iaol.com
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Patrick Cunning
Alex Hamilton
Eirik Johansen
David Kite

West Streib
Robert Svensson
Warren Thomas

Jake Thompson
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2005 Roster

2005-05 Men’s Golf Roster

Freshman 5'11"

Freshman 5'10"
Senior 6'0"
Junior 6'1"

R-Freshman 5'8"
Junior 6'2"
Junior 5'9"

Freshman 6'1"

Senior 511"

Hometown/Previ

Beaufort, S.C./Beaufort Academy
Aiken, S.C./South Aiken

Aiken, S.C./South Aiken
Stavanger, Norway/St. Svithun
Austin, Texas/Westlake

Atlanta, Ga./Marist

Molby, Sweden/Klippan
Columbia, S.C./Richland Northeast

Greenville, S.C./Greenville

PRONUNCIATION GUIDE

Eirik JOHANSEN -- Yo-han-sen

West STREIB -- Styeb

ROSTER BY CLASS

Freshmen (4)

Mark Anderson
Patick Cunning
David Kite (RS)

Warren Thomas
Sophomores (0)

Juniors (3)
Eirik Johansen
West Streib (RS)

Robert Svensson

Seniors (2)
Alex Hamilton
Jake Thompson (RS)

January
4 -- Patrick Cunning

7 -- Alex Hamilton

February
3 - Warren Thomas

14 —- Mark Anderson

April
8 -- West Streib

May

23 -- Eirik Johansen

August

15 -- Robert Svennson

September
1 -~ David Kite

November

18 -- Jake Thompson

HAPPY BIRTHDAYM

GEOGRAPHICAL ROSTER
UNITED STATES (7)
Georgia (1)

Atlanta — West Streib

South Carolina (5)

Aiken — Patrick Cunning, Alex Hamilton

Beaufort — Mark Anderson
Columbia — Warren Thomas

Greenville — Jake Thompson

Texas (1)
Austin — David Kite

INTERNATIONAL -2
Norway (1)

Stavanger — Eirik Johansen

Sweden (1)

Molby — Robert Svensson
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2005 Outlook

The 2004-2005 University of South Carclina men’s golf team looks to
settle the score from 2004 with po s::ibly the best roster in Gamecock his-

|L\l"\'. T 1](.'}" return H" lJLII one med } cr O|- I'd‘.‘l }’t‘ﬂl)‘.‘ l'L‘ClJEd'SL‘T.liI]g roster

and add a talent-nich freshman class from the state of South Carolina.
“There should be a reason for strong optimuism,” said head coach Puggy
Bla

Sigllll'lg C]il55t‘5. we S}IL\I.IId l_K.‘ a blrlJI'Ig‘ l-Ul'L'(.‘ [fJE 5L‘\'L‘E"«l| years to come.”

1won. “Our squad 15 now staggered by classes and with the last two

Blackmon has high hupcs for his teamn after last season’s roller-coaster
nde. The team began the spring 2004 season with an impressive perfor-
mance at the Mercedes-Benz Collepate Championship, blowing away a
nationally-ranked field that included in-state nval and defending national
champion Clemson, USC outdistanced second-place finisher Oklahoma
State, the 2003 NCAA runner-up, by 28 strokes i captunng the team
tle.

Throughout the month of March, South Carolina locked to be on the
verge of its best season ever, with thoughts of both a posaible SEC wie
tory and a national championship.  Apnl proved to be a disappomnting

month with lackluster performances continuing through the SEC Cham

ip and the NCAA East Regional.
> the disappointing finishes at the SEC Championship and at the

A East Regional, the Gamecocks completed the 2003-2004 season
by tying a school record of three team titles and two individual utles, Five
letterwinners from last season’s squad retum: Eink Johansen, Alex Hamil-
ton, Robert Svensson, West Streib and Jake Thompson.

Junior All-Amencan Eink Johansen 1s the catalyst for South Carolina
to contend for both SEC and NC/
All-SEC last s

](.\\l'(‘ st L]'I ree-ro

A ntes after bcing named first-team
ason. He won the Palmetto Intercollegiate with the fourth-

sCore i['l (._;EIIII(.‘L'UCk IliSI‘J Iy i'll'ld pl'tl(.'(‘d :SL‘CUIld jl] l.")lh

the Carpet Capital Collegate and the Mercedes-Benz Collegate. Johansen
registered s top-10 and eight top-20 fimshes.

“E.lfik appears 1o bt‘ I_‘l'll'l](.'d 'dlld COITL 'Illl(.‘d to Wi llljllg at 4 [ IL‘\-'L‘I

this -:pring and mentally rcaldy 1o plaly at hus pulcnlial"" said Blackmon.

Senior All-S

1 member Alex Hamilton posted four top-10 and

Eirik Johansen recorded sixe top-10 finishes and earned first-team
ANSEC honors during his sophowsore season in 2004,

Alexe Hamilton placed in the tep 10 in forr tosernanents in 2004, inelud.
ing a fifth-place finish to lead USC at the SEC Championship.

and finished third on the team with a stroke average of 73.34. Harulton
was a member of both five-man squads that competed at the SEC Cham
pronship and the NCAA East Repponal. He led the Gamecocks at the SEC
Championship with a fifth-place finish.

“Coming off an excellent summer schedule and record, Alex once agan
should be a strong contender for All-SEC and possibly All-Amencan,” stat
ed Blackmon, “Eink and Alex should provide the on-course leadership that
has been absent the last two years”

Competing in nie tournaments last season, junior Robert Svensson
notched hus first indiidual ntle at the Hawau/ Turtle Bay Intercollegiate and
continues to show leadershup. He finished the season with a stroke average
of .30 and was a member of the five-man squad that r:r_unpclcd at the
NCAA East Regional.

“Robert has an extremely strong work ethic and determination and looks
satd Blackmon.

t Streib and sensor Jake Thompson to add

seasor

[La} bL‘ 4 very :SU"ld PL‘I{UEIIIL‘I’ Lll

Blackmon locks for junior Wi

depth to the team i 2004-05. Streib registered a low-round score of 70 in

the SEC Championship and finished the season wath a stroke average of
76.00, Thompson had his highest fiush of 2003-04 at the Mercedes-Benz
Collegrate, where he placed third. He finished in the top 10 once and the
top 20 twice and competed at both the SEC Championship and NCAA East
Regronal.

Three talented freshmen, all from the state of South Carolina, enter the
fold and should push the upperclassmen this season. Mark Anderson 1s the
reigning South Carohna Junior Champion, Warren Thomas 1s an AJGA All

Amencan and Patnick Cunning probably 1s the biggest sleeper of the three.
These freshmen look to challenge the upperclassmen for toumament spots
and they help the Gamecocks boast a solid group of standard classes for the
first time.

h‘.zlrly indications sugoest that 2005 could be an cxt:illng season, but this
squald 1s not Ia.king anything for graullcd as lIlL‘}: look to settle the score from
2004,



2005 Ganweesele Mewk Go

2004-05 Tournament Information

Bank of Tennessee Intercollepiate
Sept. 1012

Joneshoro, Tenn.
he Ridges Golf/Country Club
N/A
N/A
. 423-913-3100

*\]Al“:anm

Location....

Course....
Haost School
SID Phone
Pro Shop Phone ...
Participating Teams (15)
Duke, East Tennessee State, Flonda State, Kansas,
Louisiana State, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South
Carolina, TCU, Tennessee, Vigginia Tech, Vieginia,

Wake Forest

Gary Koch/Cleveland Golf Invite
Oct. 10-12

Clemson,

Location Tampa, Fla.
Old Memonal Golf Club
... Flonda & Kentucky
352-375-4683 ext. 6175
. 813-926-888
*\rkﬂnca-. College of

Course ..
Host School .
SID Phone........

Pro Shop Phone.

Participating Teams (15):
Chadeston, Florida, Flonda State, Georma State,
Kentucky, LSU, North Flonda, OlL Miss, Ohio
State, Tennessee, Toledo, South

Flonda, UCF
Carpet Capital Collegiate
Nov. 5-7

..Rocky Force, Ga.

The Farm

Carolina, South

Location....

Course..
Haost School .
SID Phone....

Pro Shop Phone

Georga Tech
404-894-5445
LT06-673-4546
Auburn, Augusta State,

Participating Teamns (18):
Duke, East Tennessee State, Flonda,
Flonda State, Georma, Georma Tech, New Mexco,
MNC State, South Flonda,

Tennessee, TCL,

Clemson,

Califorma,

Wake

Southern
Texas Tech, Vanderbilt,

Forest

Sun Trust Gator Invitaitonal
Feb. 5-6

Toovoationy e Gainsville, Fla.
OISR . vcirnssi sssnusssissnnsssisaing University Golf Club
Host School .
SID Phone....

Pro Shop Phone....

University of Flonda
352-375-4683 ext. 6175
.352-375-4866

C ullugt of Charleston,

Participating lmma (
Flonda, Flonida State, (-eorp_—m Southemn, Georpa
State, Kentucky, L5L, North Flonda, Qhio State,
Purdue, South Carolina, Tennessee, UAB, UCF,
Wake Forest

Mercades Benz Collepiate
Feb. 20-22

... Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla.
Sawgrass Country Club
ersity of North Flonda
. 904-620-4025

: Alabama,

Location...

Course......
Host School ...
SID Phone...
Participating Teams (1 Arkansas,
Augusta State, Coastal Carclina, Duke,
Flonda State, Georga State, Kentucky, LSU, North
Flonda, Northwestern, S

Vandechilt, UAB, UCF, UCLA

Southern Highlands
Collegiate Championship
March 10-13

e L B Las Vegas, New
.Southern Highlands
UNLV
... T02-895-3995

Anzona State,

COULE srererereareressirirasnssasasmsnses
Host School
51D Phone.

Participating Teams (15)

Auburn,
Clemson, Florida, Georgia, Georgia Tech, New
Mezxico, Oklahoma State, South Carchna, TCUL
Texas, UCLA, UNLV, Wake Forest, Washington

Schenkel EZ-Go Invitational
March 20-21

Location Stateshoro, Ga.

Courseiiuimimin
Host School ...
SID Phone

Pro Shop Phone

Forest Heights Country Club
.Georgia Southemn
.912-681-5288
.912-764-3084
: Auburn, Augusta State,

Participating Teams (

Clemson, Duke, Florida, Georga, Georgia South
ern, LSU, North Carolina, N.C. State, Ohio State,
South Carolina, Southem Califormia, Tennessee,
Minnesota

Hootie at Bulls Bay
Mareh 25-29

LoCation . s Chadeston, S,.C.

... Bulls Bay Golf Club

L0y
. South Carolina, Clemson and

Host School

.................................... College of Chareston
Pro Shop Phone.. rrenennns 343-881-2223
Participating Teans 1‘1 2mbl n, Alabama, Augus

ta State, Clemson, College of Charleston, Flonda
State, Georgia, Georgia Tech, Kentucky, Louisiana
State, North Carohina, North Carclina State, South
Carolina, Vandedilt, Wake Forest

Flonda,

outh Carolina, Tennessee,

Augusta State Invitational
April 1-3

... Forest Hills Golf Club
Augusta State
706-731-7925
LT06-733-0001
, Augusta State,
Duke,

see State, Georgia, Georgia Southern, Minne

Location

Course..

Host “n_luzul
SID Phone.....
Pro Shop Phone.

Participating Tearn

(1) A |)?'ll

Central Flonda, Clemson, East Tennes-
sota, North Carolina, North Carolina State, North
Flonda, Notre Dame, South Carolina, Southern

Califomia, Toledo, Virgimua Tech, Wake Forest
SEG Championship
April 14-17

Sea Island, Ga.
Seaside
Southeastern Conference
. 205-458-3010

\Lllmmd Arkansas,

Location

Course

| 0T e Ry
SID Phone
Participating Teams (12):
Auburn, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, LSU, Ole

Miss, Mississippr State, South Carclina, Tennes

see, Vanderhilt
UK Derby Invitational
May 3-10

Location Lexington, Ky.

Course. Imversity Club of Kentucky
(Big Blue Course)

..859-257-3838

Kentucky, South Carolina,

SID Phone.oniiusmimmiing

Participating Teams

Vanderhilt, East Tennessee State

NCAA East Regional
May 19-21

Location MNasvhille, Tenn.
Course ..o Lhe Golf Club of Tennessee
Host: i Southeastern Conference

SID Phone. 205-458-3010
Participating Teams teams, 6 Individuals)

Annonnced Mendgy, May 9, 6 paw. CT
NCAA Championship
June 14

Baltimore, Md.
Caves Valley

Location

COULSE wererireiararesnasasenes Golf Course
Hos
Part
low 10 teams and low two individuals advance to
the NCAA Championship.

. Caves Valley/Loyola College (Maryland)

ng Teams: At each of three regionals, the
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Head Coach Puggy Blackmon, who was
mnducted to the Golf Coaches’ Association of
Amenca Hall of Fame in 2005, enters his 10th
season at the helm of the South Carolina men's
golf team.

Throughout lis mine-year stint at South

(J":Iﬂ.‘hllil, BI':IL' (a1} I'I'(IS L'UI][iIILI(.‘d to I.‘Llﬂd |1i5

mme. USC has advanced to

already impres
ha
began his career at South Caroh

(e

ry yvear since Blackmon
Of those nine
regional herths, the Gamecacks competed in five
NCAA finals.

In 2004, Blackmon’s team captured three

the

“AA Repionals ew

tournament titles, including an mcredible 28-shot
win at the Mercedes-Benz Collegiate Champi

onship. USC also finished first at the Palmetto

Collepate and Hawai-Turtle Bay. Eirik Johansen

cond team)

(frst team), Alex Harmilton

Martin Rominger (second team) eamned £
recogmtion. Rominger and Hamilton, along with
Jake Thompson, were selected Cleveland Golf
All-Amenea Scholars, griving South Carolina more

honorees than any other school in the cour

In 2003, Johansen earned several prestigious

Head Coach Puggy Blackmon

awards., He was named Honorable Mention
All-America, first-team All-SEC, as well as be
ng named to the All-Region and All-Freshman
squad.

The Gamecocks have been ranked for over
nder the helm of Blackmon, inelud-
ngin 1999 and fourth in
2000. Elevating the team to such high success are

seven years

mga No. 3 I'I':'I].'i(_\['l&'l] ran

the seven team titles and 10 individual ttles under
Blackmon’s reign. Kyle Thompson earned 1999
NCAA East Regional Champion and 2001 West
Regional title, while Enk Ecker took home top
honors at the 1998 SEC Tournament.

USC boasts seven All-Americans and 13
All-SEC performers since 1996, including SEC
Freshman of the Year, Brent Roof.

Blackmeon’s players have excelled academically
as well. Former Gamecock Lars Cederqwvist was
named a 2000 Venzon Academuic All-Amernican
as a sentor after mamtaming a 4.0 i mechani-
cal engineering throughout his collegiate career.
Kyle Thompson was a two-time member of the
All-Amenca Scholar Te In the fall of 2004,
Blacmon’s players set a team record with an impres

sive 3.5 grade-point average,
rned GCAA Acadermic

All-Amenca status while 22 players have been

Seven PIEI}'{.‘I’:‘ |1;|\'t'

named to the SEC Acacemic Honor Roll.
“Athletics Director Dr. Mike McGee and the

coaching staff have this

program on the move,”
commented Blackmon. “It has always been my
goal to win the national championship and [ believe
lina. The

tacilities and support of the people are unbehev

that can be accomphshed at South Car

able. The University Club 15 an outstanding facility
and 15 a ternfic asset to the golf program. South
Carolina always has been a tremendous golf state
and the people of Carolina may be the most loyal

in the country.”

Success has followed Blackmon his entire
career whether it be at Georgia Tech or at

South Carolina. In his first three seasons at South

The Blackman
Family (L. to R):

Puggy, wife Gail,
danghter Ashiey
aned son-in-daw Javed
Janes, sons Tate and
Jordan.

The Blackmon File

Given Name: William Dempsey Blackmon 111
Born: Dec. 9, 1950 in Beaufort, 5.C.
High School: Ridgeland High School, 1969

College Education:

Bachelor of arts degree in business admimistra
tion from Carson-Newman College, 1973;
Master ol— ‘.‘Ci('llt'(.‘ dt:gn:t‘ in L'CUI'IUIIIiC‘S l-'EOIII
Clemson, 1977

Goaching Gareer
1995-present, Head Coach, South Carclina

1983-95, Head Coach, Georgia Tech

Coaching Honors

Atlantic Coast Conference Coach of the Year,
1984-1985-1992-1993

Member of the Golf Coaches’ Association of

Amenca Hall of Fame, Inducted 2005

Goaching Highlights

* 20-consecutive NCAA Tournaments (1985-2004)
* Five Top-10 NCAA finishes

* Five ACC titles (1985, 1991-94)

* 35 in-seazon tournament champonships

* 24 golfers named to All-Amencan teams

* 16 All-ACC performers

* 13 All-SEC performers

Personal
Wite: Gail
Children: Ashley, Jordan, Tate

(_":Il'(llil]a, }IC lt'd P rimun]y young ':Il'ld i[lCXPt‘I‘iCI]CL‘(‘

teams to I_\O:Sl:' *AS0n PIEI_Y.

In addition to serving as the head men’s golf’
coach at South Carolina, Blackmon maintains a
close relationship with several of his former play-
ers and current PGA Tour Champions, His close
frendship wath tour star, David Duval, 15 widely
recognized. In addiion to Duval, Blackmon also
remains a confidant for 2000 PGA Tour Rookie
of the Year, Michael Clark II.

Before coming to Carolina, Blackmon
coached Georgia Tech to five Atlantic Coast Con
ference Championships, 11-consecutive NCAA
Championship appearances and 34 team tourna
ment titles. Blackmon was named head coach of
the Gamecock program on June 5, 1995, and the

gh ssful head coach made an immediate

j[llPilCl on |}IL ;il[llt'L'OCk prograrm.

He took a team with one returming All-Amen

can and unproven youth to upper division finishes
in many regular-season tournaments and a surpns-
ing sixth-place showing at the NCAA East Regional
in his first year in 1996. Blackmon has a stang of
20-straight NCAA post season appearances.
Dunng his 12-year tenure at Georga Tech,
Blackmon buwlt the Yellow Jacket program into
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Head Coach Pugg

one of the most successful and dominant in all of college polf. His teams” 11-straight
trips to the NCAA Tournament were matched only by six other schools in the history
of college golf. Blackmon’s 1993 Tech squad finished runner-up at the NCAAs and
he led the Rambling Wreck to hive top-seven national fimshes. His Georga Tech teams
either won or finished second in the ACC Tournament nine tmes in his tenure.

A four-time ACC Coach of the Year (1984, 1985, 1992, 1993), three of Blackmon’s
former golfers finished second at the NCAA Championships and his players at South

I'I llil\'(‘ won 31 ill(ii\'idLlilI tournament Crowns. BI'«IL’k]IlLII] I'lEIS

Carolina and Georgia T
coached 30 All-Americs
the 1990s at Tech. Duv

the Year, while Stewart Cink, one of the bnghtest young stars in the profess

t Tech and Carolina

and two national players of the year n

four-time All-Amencan, was the 1993 onal Flayer of

1onal ranks,

was named the 1995 National Player of the Year.

Blackmon now has coached 29 All-SEC or All-ACC performers in his tenure,
while five of those individuals — Bob McDonnell (1985), David Duval (1991, 1993),
Mikko Rantanen (1994) and Enc Ecker (1998) — were conference medalists. The Yel
low Jackets won the ACC team title in 1985, 1991, 1992, 1993 and 1994, while Ca
was runner up by one stroke at the SEC’s in 1998 — LI

I'(_I] I na

C’s best fimsh ever.

His Georma Tech teams had neardy a 100 percent graduation rate and more
than 20 of his golfers eamed ACC Academic Honor Roll accolades. Blackmon has
also proven to be an e

ective fund raiser. He spearheaded the efforts which led to the
endowment of his team’s scholarships at Georma Tech.

Bom Willlam Dempsey Blackmon 11T on Dec. 9, 1950 in Beaufort, S.C., he 152 1969
graduate of Ridgeland High School. Blackmon played collemately at Carson-Mewman
College, where he recerved his Bachelor of Arts degree in business administration in
1973, He was chosen one of the Outstanding College Athletes of Amenca in 1971
and 1973, After recerving lns Master of Science degree in economucs from Clemson
in 1977, Blackmon worked for six years in the golf resort operations and development
field in Flonda.

Blackmon has proven to be a top recruter at both the national and international
levels. He has successfully recnuited at least one Amencan Jumor Golf Association
All-Amenca player each of the past 13 years. Blackmon also excels as being a teaching

coach, having been a PGA professional and junior golf activist since 1973, He was
mstrumental in developing the Jacksonwille (Fla.) and Atlanta Junior Gelf Associations,
Throughout his career, he has been involved m junior golf on the local, national and
mternational levels,

Blackmon and his wife, Gail, also a Ridgeland native, have three cluldren: a daugh
ter, Ashley, who 15 a third-year student at the Medical University of South Carclina and
married Jared Jones in Decemnber 2004, and two sons, Jordan, a junior at USC, and Tate,
a sophomore at Ben Lippen High School.
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Blackmon maintains dose relationships with former players and qervent PGA Towr champions.
( to vl David Duval, Stenart Cink, Coach Blackwon, Charlie Rymeer and Michael Clark.

PCA Tour pilayers not incleded: Briny Baird, Tripp Isenhower, Jimmy Johuston and Kyle
Thamspson,

Blackmon

“Goach Blackmon was the sole reason that | chese USC.
When | was being recruited | knew | wanted to play at the
next level so | looked for the coach that had experience
i getting players there. Coach Blackmon has as many
players on tour as anyone and that can be accredited
to his knowledge of the game and the resources he uses
i his coaching. Coach Blackmon continues to he a good
friend of mine and has helped me in my life both on and off
the course.”

- Kyle Thompson
PEA Golfer

“T'm the reason Puggy lost his hair. | know | was very
difficult to deal with in college, but he stuck with me. My
relationship with Puggy is about far mere than just goif.
[t's about life, and the relationship doesn't end when you
graduate. Other than making me workout and go te class,
Ilove the man. I'd jump through a burning hoop for him and
he’d do the same for me_and only one of us would have to
worry about our singing hair.”

- Gharlie Rymer
ESPN Commentator/Celebrity

“Puggy has a belief in who he is and what he stands for, and
a big belief in his family and faith. One of his strong points
as a goif coach is that he can teach life’s lessons very well,
but does it m a manner in which you probably don't realize
you're learning them.”

- David Duval
PGA Golfer

“Puggy knows what it takes to play the game of goif at the
top level and he knows how to get his players there. Puggy
does a great job of recruiting and he was the primary factor
on deciding which university | would attend.”

- Michael Clark Il
PGA Golfer

“Puggy finds players that are committed to playing their
best. He's an incredible role modeL He cares about his play-
ers. Dnee he is their coach, hie is their eoach for life. He will
always give his time and energy for someone.”

noted sport psychologist
7
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Assistant Coach/Support Staff

Michael Burcin

Assistant Coach

Michael Burcin enters his first sea-
son as the assistant coach for the South
Carolina men’s golf team after serving as
a volunteer coach last season.

Burcin joined the Gamecock pro-
gram in 2003-04 folowing four years of

coaching experience as a golf professional
at several public and private facilities in
Laneaster, Pa. Burcin competed on the section level and on various
mini tours until an injury sidelined him for two years.

Ongmnally from Salina, Kan., Burcin was a four-year varsity letter-
winner at Lampeter-Strasburg High School in Lampeter, Pa.

Burcin is married to Michelle Murphy, a Program Director for Cam-
pus Wellness at USC, where she is also pursuing her PhD, in Public
Health. The couple resides in Columbia.

Dan Austin

Strength and
Conditioning Coach

Dan Austin serves as strength and
conditioning coach for the South Caro-

lina men’s golf team. Austin, who is in
his second year at USC, also works with
the Gamecock football team.

Prior to joining the South Carolina
staft, Austin held the position of head
strength coach at Austin Peay, Tennes-
see State, UNLV, Mississippi State and Oklahoma State University.
While at OSU, he was voted the Big 12 Conference’s Strength and
Conditioning Coach of the Year in 2000.

A native of Greenville, S.C., Austin earned his bachelor’s
degree in health and physical education in from Newberry Col-
lege where he played both football and soccer. Austin obtained a
master’s degree in health, physical education and education adminis-
tration from Austin Peay.

Austin is certified by United States American WeightLifting,

the International Sports Sciences Association, and the Collegiate
Strength and Conditioning Coaches Association. He also holds
Level II Specialist in Sports Conditioning certification and the
Master Collegiate Strength and Conditioning Coaches Association,
which is the highest certification a strength coach can achieve.

Austin is also a nine-time world power lifting champion and
14-time national power lifting champion.

He has two daughters, Whitney and Briana.

Patricia McGinn

Assistant Athletics Trainer

Patricia McGinn is in her first year as
an assistant athletic trainer at the Universi-
ty of South Carolina. McGinn supervises
the sport of men’s golf and serves as an
adjunct faculty in the Athletic Training
Curriculum. In addition to her work with
men’s golf, McGinn is the athletic trainer
for women’s basketball and supervises the
athletic training coverage for the wosmen’s
golf and men’s and women’s tennis teams.

Prior to coming to USC, MeGinn completed her doctorate in bio-
mechanics at the University of Kentucky. Her dissertation evaluated
the effects of a strength-training program on the landing mechanics
of female basketball athletes. During her doctoral work, she served as
a Customer Service Representative for Orthopedic Solutions,/ Donjoy
and worked as a rehabilitation technician at Joyner Sports Medicine
Institute in Lexington, Ky.

McGinn was the women’s gymnastics athletic trainer at Auburn

University while working on her master’s degree. Prior to her earn-
ing her master’s degree, she was the assistant athletic trainer at West
Babylon Senior High School in Long Island, N.Y. The Long Island
native graduated from the University of Flonda with a bachelors
degree in exercise and sports science/athletic training; She has been
an athletic trainer in the Southeastern Conference since her student
athletic training experiences at UF in 1995,

She also holds the Cerified Strength and Conditioning Special-
ist certification and a degree from the Suncoast School of Massage,
Florida.

Gene Sprayberry

Club Fitting Technician

Gene Sprayberry enters his seventh
year as the South Carolina club fitting

technician. Prior to working for the

Gamecocks, Sprayberry was the PGA
head golf professional from 1978-89.

While working for the PGA, Sprayberry
was also a GCS Class A Goll Course

Superintendent.

During his career as a club technican, Sprayberry has earned
several awards, including Natonal Clubmaker of the Yearin 2001 and
1996,

Sprayberry, and his wife Boots, resides in Columbia, S.C. The
Sprayberrys have two children, Catherine and Joseph.
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Athletics Administration

Dr. Mike
McGee

Athletics Director

Under the capable and strong leadership of
Mike McGee, the University of South Carolinna
athletics dtpa.l:lmuﬂ.lm- “L(:ldl‘l\‘ continued its chimb
toward the elite in Lollt:gmu. '11.h|t1.|c- Du ng Tus
tenure at Carolina, McGee has helped put together
a program that is committed to excellence, with
the goals of winning championships, graduating its
student-athletes and having a positive impact in the
community.

The Gamecock program has emerged as one
of the most compettive across the board in the na
tion, with strong hinishes in the NACDA Director’s
Cup all-sports rankings and consistent top 20 status
with the majonty of its athletic teams, Two of
the past three years has seen Carolina post top 20
finishes in the Director’s Cup, with a school-best
11th p],-lce showing in 2002 and a final ranking of
#18 1in 2003. Among the highlights over the past
three years include:

L] l hree strught appearancesin the College Wi
Senes by the Gamecock baseball team, with finishes
of 2nd, 6th, and 3rd in the nation to its credit

. The women's track team won the school’s first

ever national team championship, claiming the 2002
NCAA Outdoor crown

. A record 17 teams competed in post-season
competition in 2001-02, with 16 teams qualifyingin
2002-03 and 15 teams advancing in 2003-04

. USC has won four SEC championships —base

ball (2), women’s golf, women’s cutdoor track

. Opened its new 18,000-seat Colomal Center
in grand style, with the facility serving as home to
Gamecock basketball and elass A entertamment
never before seen in the Midlands area

. The football team captured the 2002 Cutback
Bowl championship and finished 13th in the final
national rankings, The Gamecocks also puttogether
consecutive top 10 mnked recruiting classes —a first
in the program’s history

. The men’s basketball team was one of the sur
pnse teams in the SEC this past season and won 23
games while advancing to the NCAA Tournament
. The women's basketball team advanced to the
NCAA Elite Eight in 2002 and posted back-to-back
top 20 national finishes

. Continued the upward trend in academic
performance, with the department establishing an
all-time best semester grade point average of 2.936
for the spring semester, 2004

. Seen its fund-rasing have record-breaking
years, with more than Sll 9 million raised through
1|1L Gamecock Club this past year, the most in the
program’s hustory

. Had the athletics department success
certified by the NCAA

MeGeeassumed hus duties with South Carclina
on Jan. 1, 1993, |1‘l\,1ng brought with hima wealth of
administeativ Hpenence, national respect among
his colleagues and peers and strong leadership
skills. Since aroving at Carclina, McGee has made

ully

111 and Sa

amultitude of posiive moves in enhancing the total
Gamecock program. Under his direction, the USC
program has lL|||\. moved from the Metro
Conference | A) to the nation's
most L‘ompcﬁli\'c zlll-:spul].s conference—the SEC.

McGee has taken steps to improve the depart
ment’s sports programs by upgrading facilities and
making staft additions across the board. Under his
watch, the dcpa.rln'u:ul con
addre\:ing the gem‘ler eqlﬁt\' issue in a proac tive
manner, as two women’s sports have been added
since his arnval. In additon, USCis aleade rlor}unug
fernale head coaches, as the Gamecocks feature six
female head coaches, tops in the SEC.

McGee has been a leader in facilities im
provements and additions since comuing to South
Carolina. With the completion of new are
he has overseen more than $110 mallion in facilites
improvements

The new $65 million Colomal Center, which
opened in Novemnber, 2002, has drawn rave reviews,
and 15 recognized as one of the premier sports and
entertanment facilities in the Southeast. Recently
('C\rl]pltlt'd 15 a §3 million re n)dcling of the south
end zone at Williams-Bnes Stadium, including anew
weight room, meeting and recruting rooms.

Under his leadership, fan support at Carchna
hasneverbeen better. Over thelast sic-year apgregate
penod, USC'shome footballattendance mnkﬁunnug
the Top 10in the country, witha per game average of
better than 80,000. The overall athletics budget has
also increased significantly dunng McGee's tenure.
The athletics department generates more than §52
mullion m annual revenues, reflecting a $34 mullion
increase since MeGee came to Carolina.

The academic progress of the athlencs depart-
ment has continued 1ts steady chimb under MeGee's
watch. USC’s graduation rate forits student-athletes
tently has ranked ashigh as secondin the SEC,
while the football graduation rate in 2003, ~aleu-
lated by the Amencan Football Coaches
15 at an all-time high of 76 percent.

McGee has served on numerous NCAA and
conference committees. Durning the last two years
of his tenure at Southern Cahfornia, he represented
the Pac-10 Conference on the NCAA Council and
served on the Special NCAA Commuttee to Review
Financial Conditionsin Intercollegate Athletics. He
currently serves on the NCAA Management Council
and 1s a member of the Division 1 Incentives and
1 1ives Working Gmup He also served on
the SEC Task Force Commuttee on Compliance
and Enforcement. McGee was previously a member
of the NCAA Diwision | Working Group to Study
Basketball Issues. For four years he served as chair
of the NCAA Recruiting Sub-Commuttee. Together
with the athletic (lt-par]rn:nls and business schools
of the University of North Carolina and Univeraity
of Notre Dame, he founded the Sports Management
Institute to tran future ::ullcgc and pl‘Uﬁ.‘slellal]
sports admunistrators, SMIs partner schools now
include South Carolina, Ssuthern Cal, North Caro-
lina, Texas and Michigan.

In 2002, McGee recerved the Order of the
Palmetto by the Goverror, which 1s the highest
honor a ewvilian can receive in the State of South
Carolina.

MeGee and hiswafe, Ginger, have fourchildren
and 13 grandchildren. Kathy, her husband, Tom,
and their children, Lauren, Kyle and Luke; Michael
Amy, and their children, Alex, Michael
antha; Matthew

1es to be a leader in

const

Ir., hus wate,

, bus wife, Chantal, and

their daughters, Maddison, Abby Grace, Rebekah
and Eden: and Jerry, his wife, Alana, and their sons,
Graham, Emmett, and Charie. Four members of
the McGee family — Michael Jr., Matthew, Chantal
and Tom — are current or former US. Air Force
pi]uls.

Val
Sheley

Senior Associate
Athletics Director
& Senior Women’s

Adminstratior

Val Sheley, who has expenience as an athletics
director and 1in several other adnunistrative areas,
including compliance, acade and student-
athlete dt:\;dopmcnl, 15 her first year as Senior
Associate Athletics Director/ r Wo
Administrator at the University of South Carolina.
Sheley fills the position ple\'mn'lv held by Laure
Massa, who was at USC for nine years before
taking the Athletics Director’s post at Jnhn Carroll
University in May, 2004,

Sheley returns to USC for the second time
during her college athletics career, having served
as an Associate Athletics Director/NCAA
Comphance Officer at the school from 1995-2000.
She left Carolina to become Athletics Director

at ].thsb\'ltn‘m ('o]lcgt where she oversaw that
school’s athletics prograrm for three years. In 2003,
“t}ltlt\ served as the intenm Associate Athletics
Director for Academic Support and Career
Development at the University of Maryland.
Sheley began her work in athletics
admimistration 1n 1988, where she served as the
Assistant AD
at UNC Ashewlle. From there she went to the
MNCAA Ofhee in Overland Park, Kan., workingasa

legslative assistant for the national organization.

emor Women's Admimistrator

Sheley has a bachelors degree from Murray
State University, where she excelled as a track
athlete. She has a master’s degree from the
l_Jni\;crsiLy of Houston.

Sheley was a 1984 Olympic qualifier for Great
Bntain’s track and field team. Her husband, Mike,
is a former track All-Amencan and NCAA relay
champion at South Carolina.

Sheley is also a graduate of the Sports
Management Institute.
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Andrew A.
Sorensen

University President

As one of the nation’s oldest slalc-supporltd
institutions of higher education, the University of
South Carolina 15 n 1t third century of service to
the people and state of Scouth Carclina.

The 2001 bicentenmal celebration of the
university’s charter in 1801 marked a new era in
the life of the university. Today, USC President
Dr. Andrew A. Sorensen has set a goal of having
USC become one of the nation’s top 50 public

l.'IIli\-'L‘E:SiT.‘lL‘S.

Scholarships and Research
Productivity

1JSC’s freshman class continues to grow in
academic excellence. In 2003 - 2004, USC captured
arecord numberof awardsinnational competitions.
LISC students were awarded more than 50 scholar
ships, fellowships and honorable mentions in the
prestigious Fulbnght, Truman, Goldwater, National
Science Foundation, National Secunty Education
Program, Rhodesand Rotary International Scholar-
ship programs. Since 1994, when the USC Othce of
Fellowships and Scholar Programs was established,
USC students have won app roximately 250 national
awardstotalingmore than 6.2 million foradvanced
acaderme study.

The U 1ivcrsil)' also 1s allmcling top research
grants, A $2.5 million grant from the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration to
researchersin USC’s College of Science and Math-
ematics, added to a §1 million grant recerved earhier
from N;‘\SA_. will enable scientists to use satellite
data to look for environmental trouble spots n the
United States. Together, these grants will allow
USC researchers to search for potential problem
areas worldwide where climate change most likely
will affect coastal communities. Their work wall
involve cutting-edge remote sensing, modelingand

ph)’SiU |ogi C"dl ap PEOﬂCI s

Selected Program Rankings
* USC’s programs for first-year students were cited
in the 2004 “Amenca’s Best Colleges Guide,” as
being a national model. The gude, published by
LS. News & Wodd Report, listed USC and 32 other
colleges under the heading, “First-Year Experi-

ences,” and under the broad category,
to Look For?”

* UUSC’s international bu 33 degree for under
graduates is ranked No. 1 in USNews & World
Report, 2004 Best Colleges Guide. The graduate

10

Programs

University Administration

mnternational busmess program is ranked No. 21n
the country, also in US. News & World Report,
Best Graduate Schools 1ssue, 2004,

* USC hibranes rank in the top 50 for overall size
of collections among more than 3,000 college
and umversity libranes in the United States and
Canada, according to the Association of Research

Libraries’ report.

Dr. Andrew A. Sorensen

Andrew A. Sorensen came to USC after
serving as president of the University of Ala
bama (1996-2002) and provest and vice president
for academic affairs at the Umiversity of Flonda
(1990-1996).

Dr. Sorensen also has been executive direc
tor of the AIDS Instutute at the Johns Hopkins
Medical Institutions and director of the School of
Public Health at the University of Massachusetts
at Amherst. He was a l_a':ully member at Lincoln
University, the University of Rochester, and Cormell
Univtrsity.

He also has been a visiting faculty member
at the Harvard Umiversity School of Medicine
and at the University of Cambndge School of
Medicine.

Author or editor of seven books and more
than 100 articles, he is professor of epidemiol
ogy and biostatistics in USCs Amold School of
Public Health.

Dir. Sorenszen has focused his work on health
policy, health services research, and epidermiology.
He holds a bachelor’s degree in ethics and master’s
and doctoral degrees in medical sociology from Yale
University. Healso earneda B.Aun history from the
University of llhinoisand a master of public health
degree from the University of Michigan.

Currently, heis vice president to the Executive
Comrmittee of the Southeastern Conference and
15 the

University Conference, past chair of the Southern

|11111L'diatd.'-past pl.'csidclll of the Southern

Uruversities Research Association Council of Presi-
dents, and a trustee of the Universines Research
Association. He wasamember of the Public Health
Task Force on AIDS for the US. Department of
Health and Human Services, the Education Adw

sory Commuttee for President Bush’s Transition
Team during 2000-2001. He was appointed in 2001
to LS. Secretary of Health and Human Services
Tommy Thompson’s Advisory Council on Public

Health Preparedness.

Donna Sorensen
Danna Ingemie Sorensen holds a baccalaure
ate degree in chermustry from Wheaton College and
mastersdegreesin nutntion from Comell University
andin chemistry from Wesleyan University. She was
recently appointed by S.C. Department of Educa-
tion Supenntendent Inez Tenenbaum to serve on
the 8.C. Department of Education Task Force on

Nutntion and Health in Our Youth, anew effort that
will extarmine the problem of childhood cbesity. She
also 12 a board member of the Gird Scout Council
of the Congaree Area and a board member of the
S.C. Arts Foundation. She currently serves as vice
chair of the national Board of Directors for the
Amencan Social Health Association.

Mrs. Sorensen has focused her volunteer ef-
forts in working with children and young adults,
AIDS outreach, Easter Seals, Success by Six, and
the Gid Scouts,

The Sorensens have two sons, Aaron and Ben,

and a grandson, Art.

Russ Pate

NCAA Faculty
Representative

In 2002, the Umnveraity of South Carolna
named Dr. Russ Pate as its faculty athletics
representative to the Southeastern Conference and
the National Collegrate Athletic Association.

Pate, a professor and former chairman of
the dcpaﬂmcul of exercise science at the Amold
School of Public Health, 1s the school’s associate
dean for research. Internationally recogmized for
hus research on the link between p|1)'-.=iml ac]i\'ily
and health, Pate 15 a former president of the
Amencan College of Sports Medicine.

His duties mclude adwising USC President
Andrew Sorensen on matters related tw© the
athletics program and working with Dr. Sorensen
f’s posihon on NCAA

1cgi5|al.ion. Pate 21150 \Vill- l'(‘\-’i(.'\\r' Lh(.‘ L‘].lg1b]lll‘\’,

to determine the univers

admission and progress of student-athletes He
also assists n evaluatng compliance with NCAA
regulations, attends SEC and NCAA meetings,
serves as the university’s voting delegate at the
NCA&s annual meetings and |'mrl|ci|m1('._< m the
organization’s certification program.

Pate’s research has been supported by the
National Institutes of Health, the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, the Amencan
Heart Assocration and the US  Olympic

Commuttee.
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