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Quick Facts

LOCAtion.........c.ooiiiiiiieie s Columbia, S.C.
FOUNE ........ooii e e s 1801
ENrollment............ooooiiiiiiiiiiieeere e —————— 27,390
Colors....... . Garnet (PMS 202) & Black
NICKNAME ... Gamecocks
AFFIlIAtion ... NCAA Division |
Conference... .. Southeastern (Eastern Division)
President ... Dr. Harris Pastides
Athletics Director.............ccccviiiiiiiiiii s Eric Hyman
Senior Associate AD/SWA ............ccooiiiiiiiiiine e Val Sheley
Faculty Athletics Representative ................cccccceeiienne Dr. Bill Bearden
Facility
Home Field ..o Beckham Field
(0227 =T | T SRS 700
Dimensions ..........cccccevueeeee L-200, C-220, R-200, Alleys-210
Record at Beckham Field ................cccooeniiiiiiniinee, 425-130-1 (.765)
Softball Staff

Head Coach ...........ccoccvviiiennn. Joyce Compton (Trenton State, 1972)
Career Record (Years)........c.ccccccvveeecveeennnnn. 1127-518-3, .685 (33 years)
Division | Record (Years)... ..1034-499-3, .674 (26 years)
Record at Carolina (Years)...........c.ccccceevuvennne 919-422-3, .685 (22 years)
Assistant Coaches...................... Angela Thompson (Austin Peay, 1995)
Adrianna Baggetta (South Carolina, 2002)

Volunteer Assistant Coach ................... Tiff Tootle (South Carolina, 1993)
Athletic Trainer.............cccccccoeeeeeieeeneen. Erin Pettinger (Nebraska, 2002)

History

First Year of Softball..............c.ccooiiiiiii e 1974
Program Record ............ccccociiiiiiiiinicniieens 1184-538-6, .687 (34 years)
NCAA Tournament Record .............cccccvvveeiieiicieeccee e 29-27 (.518)
NCAA Tournament Appearances...... 15 (1982, 1983, 1988, 1989, 1994,
1995, 1996, 1997, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2007)

NCAA Super Regional Appearances ...........c.cccccceeveeeveercreeessnennn 1(2007)
NCAA College World Series Appearances............. 3 (1983, 1989, 1997)
AIAW World Series Appearances........ 5 (1976, 1978, 1979, 1980, 1981)
SEC Record (Years)..... ... 175-156 (12 years)
SEC Championships...........cccciiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e 1(1997)
SEC Eastern Division Championships.......... 4 (1997, 1999, 2001, 2002)
SEC Tournament Championships...........ccccccceeeviiereciennn. 2 (1997, 2000)
SEC Tournament Record ..............ccooieiiiiiiinniieenie e 15-15 (.500)

2008 RECOK ......ccoueiieiiiieeeiiee et e et e et e e e e e e ne e e s nne e e s nnee e

2008 SEC Record..
POSESEASON ...
Letterwinners Returning/Lost ...............ccocoiiiiiiiiiiiics 11/7
Position Starters Returning/Lost .............cccccoeviiiiiiieniiie e, 6/3
Pitchers Returning/Lost..............cccooiiiie e 1/2
Newcomers...........cccocueeene. ...10

Media Relations

DIFECEON ... Steve Fink
Assistant Director. ..Emily Feeney
Assistant Director.............cccceeveieeiiiieee e Matt Freed
Assistant Director............ccocceiiiiiiiiniieeee e Andrew Kitick
Assistant Director.............cccccov v Diana Koval
Assistant Director/Softball Contact.. .... Koby Padgett
Graduate Assistant.................cccceeel ...Miquel Jacobs

INEEIN L. Wes Todd
Email................. .. kpadgett@sc.edu
Office Phone ... ....803-777-8017
Cell PRONE ... 803-730-9955
FaX e e 803-777-2967
Press Box Phone................ ....803-777-8428
Mailing/Overnight Address...........ccccccocvveviceeeccieeeeen. Roost Building B

1322 Heyward St; Columbia, SC 29208
Website........cccooiiiiiiii gamecocksonline.com

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY POLICY STATEMENT
The University of South Carolina does not discriminate in educational
or employment opportunities or decisions for qualified persons on the
basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, sexual
orientation or veteran status.
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Media Information

Note To Media

The South Carolina athletic media rela-
tions office is ready to assist members of
the media in their coverage of Gamecock
athletics. Any questions concerning South
Carolina softball should be directed to
Koby Padgett, who can be reached by call-
ing (803) 777-8017. Interviews, statistics or
general information concerning student-
athletes or coach Joyce Compton and/or
her staff should be handled through the
media relations office. If you will be attend-
ing a home game, please inform the office
at least 24 hours in advance. Thank you
for your interest in South Carolina softball.
Please let us know if we can assist you in
your coverage of the Gamecocks.

Credentials
Credentials are not required to attend a
softball game; however, please notify Koby
Padgett in the media relations office at
least 24 hours in advance of a home con-
test to assure having your name placed on
the pass list.

Media Services

Box scores will be available at the con-
clusion of each game, and a complete play-
by-play will be distributed when the game
is finished. Fax service is available as well
for those media members needing it. At the
present time, high-speed Internet access
is not available at Beckham Field. Several
phone lines are available for a dial-up con-
nection.

Visiting Radio

Visiting radio should notify the media re-
lations office at least one week in advance
of the games so that arrangements can
be made for the broadcast. Visiting radio
typically will be seated under a canopy just
outside of the Beckham Field press box,
with phone lines available to be run out to
the broadcast position.

On The Web
All media members are encouraged to
visit GamecocksOnline.com for all the lat-
est news releases, statistics, notes and
other information pertaining to Gamecock

softball as well as all other sports spon-
sored by the school. South Carolina con-
ducts Internet radio broadcasts of all home
games and select road games. Delayed
video broadcasts will also be available for
all home games. Additionally, members of
the media may visit the official Web site of
the Southeastern Conference, www.SECS-
ports.com, for current standings, statistics
and weekly releases.

Post-Game Interviews
Following a 10-minute cooling-off pe-
riod, student-athletes and coaches will be
available for interviews conducted on the
field.

Mid-Week Interviews

The Gamecocks typically practice in
the early afternoon at Beckham Field dur-
ing the week. Interviews can be conducted
with Coach Compton and any players ei-
ther before or after practice. Please call
Koby Padgett in the media relations office
to arrange these.

MEDIA GUIDE CREDITS

The 2008 South Carolina softball media guide was written, designed and edited by Koby Padgett. Editing assistance provided by Steve Fink. The
front and back outside covers were designed by Tyler Trout. The inside back cover was designed by Grant Hawkins. Research assistance provided by
Trey Bloomer, Ashley Keyes, Emily Steele and Clary Wright. Printing was done by Service Printing in Columbia, S.C.

Images were provided by Jason Ayer, Travis Bell, Willis Glasgow, Mike Hughes, Allen Sharpe, Juan Blas, USC Instructional Services, Columbia
Chamber of Commerce and South Carolina Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism.

South Carolina Media Outlets

Newspapers

The Post-Courier, 134 Columbus St., Charleston, SC 29403

The Daily Gamecock, 1400 Greene St., Columbia, SC 29208
The Greenville News, 1611 Hollywood, Columbia, SC 29201

The State, Box 1333, Columbia, SC 29202

The Morning News, P.O. Box 100528, Florence, SC 29501
Rock Hill Herald-Journal, Box 11707, Rock Hill, SC
Spartanburg Herald-Journal, Box 1657, Spartanburg, SC 29304

Wire

Associated Press, 1311 Marion St., Columbia, SC 29201

Radio

Citadel Broadcasting, PO Box 1506, Columbia, SC 29205
S.C. News Network, 3710 Landmark Dr., Suite 100, Columbia, SC 29204

WCOS-AM, Box 21567, Columbia, SC 29204
WVOC Radio, Box 21567, Columbia, SC 29221

Contact
Travis Haney, Sports

Ken Burger, Executive Sports Editor

Sports

Joe Person, Sports

Bart Wright, Sports Editor

Rick Millians, Sports Editor

Sports
Matt Cobbs, Sports

Pete lacobelli

Teddy Heffner
Christopher Thompson

ESPN (93.1 FM), 1900 Pineview Drive, Columbia, SC 29209

Television

WIS-TV (NBC Channel 10) 1111 Bull St., Columbia, SC 29202
WOLO-TV (ABC Channel 25) Box 4217, Columbia, SC 29204
WLTX-TV (CBS Channel 19) Drawer M, Columbia, SC 29205

Specialty Outlet

Spurs & Feathers, Box 8055, Columbia, SC 29202

Softball Organizations
National Fastpitch Coaches Association
USA Softball

Tim Hill, Sports

Dexter Hudson, Editor

Amy Hughes
Julie Bartel

Mark Haselden, Sports Editor

Brent Johnson, Sports Director
Phil Kornblut, Sports Director

Rick Henry, Sports Director

Bob Shields, Sports Director

Desk Phone Fax
(843) 937-5598 937-5579
(803) 777-7182 777-6482
(803) 256-2588 765-0001
(803) 771-8470 771-8613
(843) 317-7271 717-7292
(803) 329-4074 329-4021

(864) 582-4511 (803) 594-6350

(803) 799-5510 252-2913
(803) 796-9975 466-6453
(803) 970-4305 790-4309
(864) 654-4004 654-3300
(803) 343-1100 798-5255
(803) 695-8600 895-8605
(803) 758-1288 758-1278
(803) 754-7525 691-4015
(803) 647-0233 776-1791
(803) 256-1789 256-1789
(662) 320-2155 320-2283
(405) 425-3463 424-4734
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There is a plot of land that is nestled just off of Marion Street in
Columbia, S.C., that for 23 years has served as the home of Gamecock
softball. Though the actual field has been altered a couple of times, the
area where Beckham Field sits has been the site of many memorable
Gamecock softball moments over the years.

Opened in 1986 as Lady Gamecock Field, the site is the oldest
in the Southeastern Conference and among the oldest in the sport.
Softballis a tradition at South Carolina, and the Gamecocks are known
for their solid reputation throughout the country.

“We are grateful to Dave and Mitzi Beckham for their support of our
program through their donation that allowed us to build a new facility
in 1997,” said head coach Joyce Compton. “Having such a facility
affords our players the opportunity to play on a quality field and our
fans a chance to enjoy a first-class venue.”

Beckham Field has seen changes over the years. In 1997, lights
were added for the enjoyment of night games. In 2004, Beckham Field
continued to expand with the addition of a 42’ x 100’ covered hitting
facility. Landscaping projects now greet spectators at the entrance
of the field and new asphalt was placed to improve walkways, which
are now more handicap accessible. Fans enjoyed a new Daktronics
scoreboard in 2008, while 2009 brings in nearly 700 permanent seats
from Sarge Frye Field to the grandstand area.

Beckham Field was dedicated in April of 1999 to honor David and
Mitzi Beckham, who are longtime supporters of Gamecock softball.
The Beckhams are at every home softball game and sit on the top row
in front of the press box.

Five NCAA Regionals have been hosted at Beckham Field since
1994, including one in 2007 that saw fourth-seeded Carolina take
out top-seeded North Carolina State and nationally-ranked Oregon
to advance to Super Regionals for the first time since that round was
introduced. In 2002, the Gamecocks compiled a record of 28 wins
at Beckham Field, their best home record ever. That same year, the
Gamecocks claimed the program’s 1,000th win as they defeated top-
ranked UCLA in NCAA Regional action.

In 22 years, the Gamecocks have posted an impressive 425-130-
1 home record for a winning percentage of .765. In the 1997 NCAA
Regional, a record 2,250 fans watched the Gamecocks capture the
regional championship. The attendance number was the highest
single-game crowd of any of the eight NCAA Regionals that year.

Since 1997, Beckham Field has hosted several large crowds of
softball spectators. There are six games in which attendance has
surpassed the 1,000 mark.

Beckham Field has not only been home to many of Carolina’s
softball elite players, but it has been the only field that head coach
Joyce Compton has called home during her Gamecock tenure.

Beckham Field’s Top Attendance Records

1. 2,250 Kansas 05/18/97-
2. 1,711 UNC-Greensboro 05/16/97-
3. 1,600 Kansas 05/17/97-
4. 1,400 Georgia 05/18/02-
5. 1,076 Tennessee 04/05/97
6. 1,038 North Carolina 02/02/03
- = NCAA Regional

--Attendance records were not kept until 1997

Beckham Field

Beckham Field Records

Most Games Played in @ Season ...........ccccovieeeiieieiieenas 34 (2007)
Most WINS in @ SEASON.......cccveeieeiiieiee ettt 28 (2002)
Most Consecutive WINS.........ccoouveeireninisieise e 21 (1995)
MOSE LOSSES ...ttt e 13 (2005)
Most CONSECULIVE LOSSES ....cuecveeeuiiieieieiicicieeere e 6 (2005)
Best Home Record (by percentage).........ccoueereeeeerereeerennnns 16-0 (1988)

Worst Home Record...........cocveeneee.
Most Runs Scored by Carolina ...
Most Runs by Opponent.................... 12

..................... 11-13 (2005)
17 (1990, vs. UNC-W)
(1998, by LSU; 2000-Florida;

2005-Tennessee)
Most Combined Runs Scored......... 20 (2005, USC vs. Gardner-Webb)
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