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guide was written, designed and edited by Diana Koval, assistant director for media relations, with assistance provided by the media relations staff. Thanks to the 
student assistants of the Athletics Media Relations office for their tireless research in the history and record sections.
 The outside covers were designed by Old Hat Creative. The inside back covers were designed by Diana Koval.
 Travis Bell provided player posed photos and action photography. Action photos also were taken by Willis Glasgow and Allen Sharpe. Special thanks 
to Jesse D. Garrabrant/NBAE/Getty Images for the photo of Staley coaching USA Basketball (pg. 9), NBAE/Getty Images for the photo of Staley carrying 
the United States flag (pg. 9), Nathanial S. Butler/NBAE/Getty Images for the photo of Staley playing for USA basketball (pg. 10) and Garrett Ellwood/
NBAE/Getty Images for the photo of Staley on the medal stand (pg. 11).
 The guide was printed by R.L. Bryan Company of Columbia, S.C.

 The University of South Carolina does not discriminate in educational or 
employment opportunities or decisions for qualified persons on the basis of 
race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, sexual orientation or 
veteran status.

Quick Facts
University
Location ..........................................................................Columbia, S.C.
Enrollment ...................................................................................28,481
Founded ..........................................................................................1801
Team Name ........................................................................... Gamecocks
University President ...................................................Dr. Harris Pastides
NCAA Faculty Representative .....................................Dr. Zach Kelehear
Athletics Director .................................................................Eric Hyman
Deputy Athletics Director ..................................................Marcy Girton
Colors ........................................................Garnet (PMS 202) and Black
Conference .......................................................................... Southeastern 
Arena/Capacity............................................. Colonial Life Arena/18,000
Press Row Phone .............................................................. 803-777-6182

Coaching Staff Information
Head Coach (Alma Mater, Year) ................ Dawn Staley (Virginia, 1992)
 Record At South Carolina/Years .....................................24-33 / 2 years
 Overall Record/Years ...............................................196-113 / 10 years
Assoc. Head Coach (Alma Mater, Year) ............Lisa Boyer (Ithaca, 1972) 
Assistant Coaches (Alma Mater, Year) ...Nikki McCray (Tennessee, 1995)
  Darius Taylor (Michigan, 2000)
Basketball Office Phone .................................................... 803-777-0371

Team Information
2009-10 Overall Record .................................................................14-15
2009-10 SEC Record/Finish ..................................................7-9 / T-7th
Postseason ...................................................................................... None
Starters R/L ........................................................................................4/1
Letterwinners R/L ..............................................................................9/2

Program Information
First Season of Basketball ...........................................................1974-75
Overall Record ....................................................... 604-462 (35 seasons)
SEC Record.............................................................. 73-178 (19 seasons)
NCAA Tourn. Appearances/Last ................................................8 / 2003
NCAA Tournament Record ................................................................8-8
WNIT Appearances/Last ............................................................4 / 2008
WNIT Record ....................................................................................5-3

Media Information
Assistant Media Relations Director/WBB Contact ...............Diana Koval
 Koval Office Phone ........................................................ 803-777-7977
 Koval E-Mail ....................................................dkoval@mailbox.sc.edu
 Koval Cell Phone ........................................................... 314-369-6050
Web Site .....................................................www.GamecocksOnline.com
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2010-11 Roster
Numerical
 No. Name Pos. Ht. Yr. Hometown/Last School/High School
 0 Imani Sellers G 5-8 So. Holly Hill, S.C./Lake Marion
 1 Ebony Wilson G 5-8 Jr. Newark, N.J./Rend Lake College/Malcolm X Shabazz
 3 Ieasia Walker G 5-8 So. Amityville, N.Y./Copiague
 4 Samone Kennedy G 5-4 Sr. Birmingham, Ala./Ramsay
 5 Markeshia Grant G 5-6 Jr. Tampa, Fla./College of Central Florida/Florida State University School
 10 Kayla Brewer F 6-0 Fr. Jacksonville, Fla./Robert E. Lee
 11 La’Keisha Sutton G 5-9 Jr. Trenton, N.J./Trenton Catholic
 12 Charenee Stephens F 6-1 Jr. Decatur, Ga./Southwest DeKalb
 21 Ashley Bruner F 6-0 So. Norman, Okla./Norman
 22 Courtney Newton G 5-10 Jr. Flowery Branch, Ga./Flowery Branch
 24 Marah Strickland G 6-0 Jr. Mt. Airy, Md./Univ. of Maryland
 31 Valerie Nainima G 5-5 Sr. Suva, Fiji/Long Island University
 52 Jewel May F 6-1 Sr. Conyers, Ga./Heritage

Alphabetical
 No. Name Pos. Ht. Yr. Hometown/Last School
 10 Kayla Brewer F 6-0 Fr. Jacksonville, Fla./Robert E. Lee
 21 Ashley Bruner F 6-0 So. Norman, Okla./Norman
 5 Markeshia Grant G 5-6 Jr. Tampa, Fla./College of Central Florida/Florida State University School
 4 Samone Kennedy G 5-4 Sr. Birmingham, Ala./Ramsay
 52 Jewel May F 6-1 Sr. Conyers, Ga./Heritage
 31 Valerie Nainima G 5-5 Sr. Suva, Fiji/Long Island University
 22 Courtney Newton G 5-10 Jr. Flowery Branch, Ga./Flowery Branch
 0 Imani Sellers G 5-8 So. Holly Hill, S.C./Lake Marion
 12 Charenee Stephens F 6-1 Jr. Decatur, Ga./Southwest DeKalb
 24 Marah Strickland G 6-0 Jr. Mt. Airy, Md./Univ. of Maryland
 11 La’Keisha Sutton G 5-9 Jr. Trenton, N.J./Trenton Catholic
 3 Ieasia Walker G 5-8 So. Amityville, N.Y./Copiague
 1 Ebony Wilson G 5-8 Jr. Newark, N.J./Rend Lake College/Malcolm X Shabazz

Head Coach: Dawn Staley
Assoc. Head Coach: Lisa Boyer
Assistant Coaches: Nikki McCray, Darius Taylor

Roster Breakdown 
By State
Georgia (3): Jewel May, Courtney Newton, Charenee Stephens.
Florida (2): Kayla Brwer, Markeshia Grant.
New Jersey (2): La’Keisha Sutton, Ebony Wilson.
Alabama (1): Samone Kennedy.
Maryland (1): Marah Strickland.
New York (1): Ieasia Walker.
Oklahoma (1): Ashley Bruner.
South Carolina (1): Imani Sellers.
International (1): Valeria Nainima.

By Class
Senior (3): Samone Kennedy, Jewel May, Valerie Nainima.
Junior (6): Markeshia Grant, Courtney Newton, Charenee Stephens, 
Marah Strickland, La’Keisha Sutton, Ebony Wilson.
Sophomore (3): Ashley Bruner, Imani Sellers Ieasia Walker.
Freshman (1): Kayla Brewer.

By Position
Guard (9): Markeshia Grant, Samone Kennedy, Valerie Nainima, 
Courtney Newton, Marah Strickland, La’Keisha Sutton, Ieasia Walker, 
Ebony Wilson, Imani Sellers.
Forward (4): Kayla Brewer, Ashley Bruner, Jewel May, Charenee Stephens. 

Pronunciation Guide 
Kayla Brewer ...................................................................................KAY-luh
Ashley Bruner ..............................................................................BREW-ner
Markeshia Grant ...................................................................mar-KEY-shuh
Valerie Nainima.................................................................nigh-KNEE-muh
Imani Sellers ...............................................................................i-MAH-nee
Charenee Stephens ........................................................................shar-NAY
La’Keisha Sutton ....................................................................luh-KEY-shuh
Marah Strickland ............................................................................MAR-uh
Ieasia Walker .......................................................................... eye-EESH-uh
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Steve Fink
Director of Media Relations
finksc@mailbox.sc.edu
Office: 803-777-7987
Cell: 803-240-5268

Media Policies
•	 Per	departmental	policy,	media	are	not	permitted	to	contact	South	Carolina	student-athletes	on	their	own	at	any	time	in	any	fashion,	including	social	

media networks. All media requests for interviews with women’s basketball staff and student-athletes must be arranged through Assistant Director of 
Media Relations Diana Koval via phone (803-777-7977 or 314-369-6050) or email (dkoval@mailbox.sc.edu).

•	 Following	the	first	official	day	of	practice	(Oct.	4),	head	coach	Dawn	Staley	and	selected	players	will	be	available	following	practice	once	per	week	leading	
up to the first game of the season (Nov. 12). The day will be determined by the coaching and media relations staffs and announced at least 24 hours in 
advance.

•	 Practice	will	be	open	for	the	final	10	minutes	on	the	day	before	each	weekday	game	and	on	the	Friday	before	each	Saturday	or	Sunday	game.	Head	coach	
Dawn Staley and selected players will be available for interviews at the conclusion of practice those days as well. Koval will send out an advisory regarding 
time and location for those sessions.

•	 Special	 requests	 for	one-on-one	 interviews	will	be	considered	on	an	 individual	basis	 and	will	 take	place	during	 the	 standard	media	availability	 time	
whenever possible. All interviews will take place at a campus location, likely either the practice site or the media relations office. Dormitory, apartment 
and/or cell phone numbers for student-athletes and coaches will not be provided to the media. Should the media need to conduct a telephone interview 
with a student-athlete, a call will be placed by the student-athlete at a mutually agreeable time.

•	 Postgame	interviews	will	be	conducted	in	the	following	order	in	the	green	room	at	Colonial	Life	Arena:
  - Visiting Coach
  - South Carolina Players
  - South Carolina Head Coach Dawn Staley
•		 All	postgame	interviews	will	be	conducted	in	the	green	room	at	Colonial	Life	Arena.	NO	interviews	will	take	place	outside	of	the	green	room,	including	

in the South Carolina locker room or hallway. Courtside interviews may be granted whenever possible to television stations broadcasting live from the 
arena if the reporter notifies Koval by halftime.

•	 Any	media	member	failing	to	comply	with	these	rules	may	have	his/her	media	privileges	revoked	at	the	discretion	of	the	media	relations	staff.

Emily Feeney
Assistant Director
efeeney@mailbox.sc.edu
Office: 803-777-7743
Cell: 803-727-3284

Matt Freed
Assistant Director
mfreed@mailbox.sc.edu
Office: 803-777-7917
Cell: 803-553-5130

Miquel Jacobs
Media Relations Assistant
MiquelJacobs@aol.com
Office: 803-777-5204
Cell: 803-530-5727

Diana Koval
Assistant Director – Women’s Basketball Contact
dkoval@mailbox.sc.edu
Office: 803-777-7977
Cell: 314-369-6050

Koby Padgett
Assistant Director
kpadgett@sc.edu
Office: 803-777-8017
Cell: 803-386-8345

Wes Todd
Assistant Director
wtodd@sc.edu
Office: 803-777-7872
Cell: 731-445-4705

Cory Burkarth
Graduate Assistant
burkarth@mailbox.sc.edu
Office: 803-777-7881
Cell: 804-319-6099

Andrew Kitick
Assistant Director
kitick@sc.edu
Office: 803-777-5257
Cell: 803-240-4150

Athletic Media Relations
Williams-Brice Stadium
1125 George Rogers Blvd.
Columbia, SC 29201

Phone: 803-777-5204
Fax: 803-777-2967

Athletic Media Relations Staff
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 South Carolina looks to continue the momentum of an improved record 
in 2009-10, but the Gamecocks will have to do it with a restructured roster 
that will drastically change their style of play. Embracing the indominable 
spirit of their head coach, the Gamecocks are ready to rise to the challenge.
 “Everyone knows we’ve had big changes in the offseason with transfer and 
injury,” head coach Dawn Staley said. “When you lose that kind of contribution 
from your team, you’ve got to gain it in other areas. Something we have not 
been as strong at in the past is team chemistry, and we’ve been working on 
that a lot heading into the season. We’ve come a long way with it, and I’m 
looking forward to seeing some of that convert into wins.”

Filling the Void
 After the transfer of Kelsey Bone and the knee injury of Valerie Nainima, 
South Carolina will start the 2010-11 campaign without 47.9 percent of its 
scoring and 31.3 percent of its rebounding from last season’s 14-15 team. 
While losing Nainima, a second-team All-SEC selection who was the team’s 
leading scorer and among the nation’s top 3-point shooters in 2009-10, to open 
the season hurts, the silver lining is that her injury came during the summer, 
leaving the team and coaching staff plenty of time to prepare for her absence.
 “It’s going to be a fun season from a coaching standpoint because everything 
is different,” Staley said. “Day to day, you never know what’s going to change. 
We’re going to play this season with the players we have, and it will be a 
true test of dealing with adversity. We’re not dwelling on the things we can’t 
control. We can control our attitude, our outlook towards the season and our 
willingness to compete at a high level every single day.”
 The players the Gamecocks have are more than capable of heeding Staley’s 
call and her altered game plan. South Carolina’s guard-heavy roster features 
versatility on the perimeter, and, while the pool of post players is limited, the 
options at hand are well suited to play within the new system.
 “From an offensive standpoint, we’re going to open up the floor,” Staley 
said. “Our post players aren’t going to sit on the block and ask for the ball. 
They’re going to be on the perimeter stretching the defense out. Defensively 
we’re going to play a lot of ways. We’re not a team that can play one way, but 
that’s going to end up being beneficial to us.”

The Old Guard
 Little has changed on the Gamecock backcourt, except for gaining 
experience.  South Carolina boasts nine guards, seven of whom were on last 
season’s roster. Staley likes the depth as much as the versatility of a group that 
gives defenders more than one type of play to manage.
 Prior to Nainima’s return, junior La’Keisha Sutton is the team’s top returning 
scorer, averaging 10.4 points during her first two seasons. Her fearlessness in 
driving to the basket is matched only by her willing acceptance of the challenge 
to guard an opponent’s top offensive player. On top of her ability to drive, 
Sutton is a career 42.3 percent 3-point shooter, which was built on intelligent 
shot selection.
 Sophomore Ieasia Walker has emerged from a rollercoaster freshman 
campaign that saw her flash brilliance against the likes of then-No. 9 North 
Carolina and then-No. 22 Vanderbilt. A true triple threat, Walker can drive, 
pull up or step back and hit 3-pointers.
 Bolstering the long-range effort in Nainima’s absence, junior transfer 
Marah Strickland will make her debut this season after sitting out the 2009-
10 campaign following her transfer from Maryland. Among the ACC’s top 
3-point threats in each of her first two seasons, Strickland brings that sniper-
like accuracy and “two steps across half court” range to the SEC.
 Senior Samone Kennedy will continue to bring her game-changing skills to 
the Gamecock lineup as well. In addition to her raw speed, she has continued 
to improve her shooting and is skilled an quarterbacking an attacking defense 
that had a variety of top opponents stymied for long stretches last season.
 Junior college transfer Markeshia Grant is a point guard in the mold of 
Staley who will challenge the veterans for playing time. A third-team NJCAA 

All-American last season, Grant has great court vision, is an excellent passer 
and can score on her own as well. 
 Juniors Courtney Newton and Ebony Wilson, along with sophomore walk-
on Imani Sellers, add to the backcourt depth. Newton is coming off another 
injury-shortened season, while Wilson has worked hard in the offseason to 
improve all facets of her game, hoping to increase her playing time over last 
season. Both have a warrior-like mentality and a never-waning commitment 
to improving their games that Staley likes.

Inside Look
 Staley is looking for her post players to provide addition by subtraction. 
After building interior play around a traditional center last year, the Gamecocks 
will turn that strategy around to take advantage of a more agile and athletic 
lineup.
 Anchoring that lineup will be senior forward Jewel May. Slowed by a series 
of nagging foot and ankle injuries late last season, she is poised to make an 
offensive impact in her final year in the Garnet and Black. May started 28 
of the team’s 29 games last season and will be the most physically imposing 
member of the frontcourt.
 The Gamecocks’ breakout player of 2009-10 was a dedicated and fit 
Charenee Stephens. Playing just the second half of her freshman campaign, 
Stephens put up 8.4 points and 7.2 rebounds per game as a sophomore. She 
is the team’s leading returning rebounder, and Staley believes she can be a 
double-double player in a game plan built around facing the basket and a lot 
of movement on the offensive end.
 Sophomore Ashley Bruner struggled at times last season as she transitioned 
from high school to college play, but she has good rebounding instincts and 
should find more offensive success in an open floor.
 Staley added highly-touted signee Kayla Brewer to the mix for 2010-11, 
and, while she may by physically overmatched at times, the six-foot freshman 
has the cerebral presence to be successful. She has the skills to play on the 
perimeter and is a good fundamental player who Staley is relying on to deliver 
rebounds as well as frontcourt offense.

At the Buzzer
 As Staley enters her third season at South Carolina, she has not as much 
reloaded her team as refurbished it. The old will appear new for Gamecock 
fans as an offseason spent focused on conditioning and agility will yield a style 
of play that is fast-paced and exciting to watch. One thing for certain is that 
fans and opponents alike will be surprised by what they see on the court each 
game.

Fast-Paced Gamecocks Optimistic About 2010-11
With a revamped lineup, head coach Dawn Staley ramps up the need for speed.

The 2010-11 Gamecocks: (back row) Ashley Bruner, Marah Strickland, Courtney Newton, 
Ebony Wilson, Charenee Stephens, Jewel May, Kayla Brewer; (front row) La’Keisha 

Sutton, Markeshia Grant, Samone Kennedy, Valerie Nainima, Ieasia Walker.
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2010-11 Opponent Information
Opponent Arena Head Coach 2009-10 Record SID Series Record
Game Dates (Capacity) (Record/Yrs.) Conf. Rec./Finish Email Last Meeting
Alabama Coleman Coliseum Wendell Hudson 12-18 Jessica Paré ALA leads 15-12
Jan. 23/Columbia (15,316) (25-35/2 yrs.) 4-12/T-11th jpare@ia.ua.edu SC 80-68, 1/10/10
Arkansas Bud Walton Arena Tom Collen 12-18 Jeri Thorpe ARK leads 12-18
Feb. 6/Fayetteville (19,200) (47-45/ 3 yrs.) 4-12/12th jthorpe@uark.edu ARK 72-68, 2/14/10
Auburn Auburn Arena Nell Fortner 15-16 Matt Crouch AUB leads 19-14
Jan. 30/Auburn (9,600) (116-73/6 yrs.) 5-11/10th mcrouch@auburn.edu SC 61-58, 2/4/10
Feb. 20/Columbia 
Butler Hinkle Fieldhouse Beth Couture 23-10 Josh Rattray First Meeting
Dec. 21/Columbia (10,000) (128-113/8 yrs.) 14-4/2nd jrattray@butler.edu 
Charleston Southern CSU Field House Julie Goodenough 17-14 Philip Allman SC leads 5-0
Dec. 1/Columbia (881) (47-74 / 4 yrs.) 9-7/T-3rd pallman@csuniv.edu SC 72-26, 12/4/07
Clemson Littlejohn Coliseum Itoro Coleman 13-18 Jeff Kallin CU leads 33-22
Nov. 18/Columbia (9,850) First season 4-10/11th kallin@clemson.edu CU 94-92, 11/19/09 
Florida Stephen C. O’Connell Amanda Butler 15-17 Kathy Cafazzo FLA leads 19-8 
Jan. 9/Columbia Center (12,000) (58-39/3 yrs.) 7-9/T-7th kathyc@gators.uaa.ufl.edu FLA 59-56, 1/24/10
Georgia Stegeman Coliseum Andy Landers 25-9 Mike Mobley GA leads 29-5
Jan. 2/Athens (10,523) (750-248/31 yrs.) 9-7/T-3rd mmobley@sports.uga.edu GA 65-49, 2/25/10
Jan. 27/Columbia
Illinois Assembly Hall Jolette Law 19-15 Derek Neal IL leads 1-0
Nov. 15/Columbia (16,618) (49-51/3 yrs.) 7-11/T-8th drneal@illinois.edu IL 91-58, 11/23/07
Kentucky Memorial Coliseum Matthew Mitchell 28-8 Susan Lax UK leads 27-17
Jan. 13/Lexington (8,500) (61-40/3 yrs.) 11-5/2nd slax0@uky.edu UK 71-50, 2/21/10
Feb. 10/Columbia 
LSU Pete Maravich  Van Chancellor 21-10 Bill Martin LSU leads 20-3
Jan. 6/Columbia Assembly Center (71-27/3 yrs.) 9-7/T-3rd wmarti4@lsu.edu LSU 69-52, 1/21/10
Feb. 24/Baton Rouge (13,472)
Mississippi Tad Smith Coliseum Renee Ladner 17-15 Kristen Saibini OM leads 17-12
Jan. 16/Oxford (9,061) (48-46/3 yrs.) 7-9/T-7th klsaibin@olemiss.edu OM 64-63, 3/4/10
Mississippi State Humphrey Coliseum Sharon Fanning-Otis 21-13 Jay Middleton MSU leads 16-9 
Feb. 13/Starkville (10,500) (254-199/15 yrs.) 9-7/T-3rd jmiddleton@athletics.msstate.edu MSU 55-53, 2/11/10
North Carolina Carmichael Arena Sylvia Hatchell 19-12 Bobby Hundley NC leads 8-6 
Dec. 19/Myrtle Beach (6,822) (559-214/24 yrs.) 6-8/8th bhundley@uncaa.unc.edu  NC 93-85, 12/20/09
NC State Reynolds Coliseum Kellie Harper 20-14 Mark Kimmel NCS leads 18-10
Dec. 12/Columbia (8,560) (20-14/1 yr.) 7-7/T-5th mark_kimmel@ncsu.edu   SC 74-71, 12/13/09
Penn State Bryce Jordan Center Coquese Washington 17-14 Kristina Petersen Tied 4-4 
Nov. 21/University Park (15,261) (41-50/3 yrs.) 8-10/T-6th kap18@psu.edu SC 63-56, 11/22/09
Presbyterian Templeton Center Ronny Fisher 5-25 AJ Henderson First Meeting 
Dec. 28/Columbia (2,300) (9-50/2 yrs.) 3-13/8th ajhenders@presby.edu 
Savannah State Tiger Arena Cedric Baker 9-21 Trina Samuels SC leads 2-0
Dec. 5/Columbia (6,000) (60-141/6 yrs.) Independent samuelst@savannahstate.edu  SC 86-47, 1/6/08
South Carolina State Smith-Hammond- Doug Robertson 14-19 Romanda Noble SC leads 21-9 
Dec. 30/Columbia Middleton (3,200) (20-41/2 yrs.) 5-11/8th Rnoble1@scsu.edu SC 85-42, 12/23/06
Stanford Maples Pavilion Tara VanDerveer 36-2 Aaron Juarez ST leads 2-0
Nov. 26/Palo Alto (7,223) (641-144/24 yrs.) 18-0/1st arjuarez@stanford.edu ST 78-47, 12/19/08
Tennessee Thompson-Boling Arena Pat Summitt 32-3 Debby Jennings UT leads 40-1
Jan. 20/Columbia (21,678) (1037-196/36 yrs.) 15-1/1st djennings@utk.edu UT 60-55, 1/31/10
Feb. 17/Knoxville
UC Davis The Pavilion  Sandy Simpson 21-11 Mike Robles First Meeting
Nov. 28/Davis (7,100) ((227-144/13 yrs) 12-4/1st merobles@ucdavis.edu
Vanderbilt Memorial Gymnasium Melanie Balcomb 23-11 Ryan Schulz VU leads 20-6 
Feb. 27/Columbia (14,168) (195-72/8 yrs.) 9-7/T-5th ryan.schulz@vanderbilt.edu  SC 73-70, 2/28/10
Xavier Cintas Center Kevin McGuff 30-4 Jenna Willhoit XAV leads 1-0
Nov. 12/Columbia (10,250) (185-70/8 yrs.) 14-0/1st willhoitj@xavier.edu XAV 70-65, 3/17/06


