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EQUAL OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT
The University of South Carolina does notdiscriminate
in educational or employment opportunities or deci-
sions for qualified persons on the basis of race, color,
religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, sexual
orientation or veteran status.
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OUTH CAROLINA TENNIS

peko, Thomas Stoddard, Jaime Cuellar,

assistant coach Jeff Kefalos.

BACK ROW: Team manager Tim Coope
Joseph Veeder, Pedro Campos, Pedro
Spencer Feldman.

FRONT ROW: Head coach Kent DeMars, Yevgeny Su-

David Wolff and

r, lvan Cressoni,
Rodrigues and

sas

2006-07 ROSTER

Name Cl.  Ht/Wt. Hometown/Previous School 2007 SPRI NG SCH ED“ I_E
Pedro Campos Fr.  6-0/163  Salvador, Brazil/Centro de Esducacao Permanente
Ivan Cressoni Fr.  6-3/195 Araras, Brazil/Araras January
Jaime Cuellar Jr. 5-9/162 San Salvador, El Salvador/Sagemont Virtual (Fla.) gg 23: ¥vr gfymrd gg:ﬂmg:g’ gg lop%m'
Spencer Feldman  Fr.  5-10/159  Upper Brookville, N.Y./The Portledge School ’
Pedro Rodrigues  Sr.  6-3/214  Brasilia, Brazil/INEI Centro Educacional February
gues stia, 4 Sun. Appalachian State Columbia, S.C. 10 a.m.
w Thomas Stoddard R-So. 5-9/162  Greenwood, S.C./Greenwood 4 Sun. Charleston Southern  Columbia, S.C. 2p.m.
= || Yevgeny Supeko Jr.  6-21189  Daytona, Beach, Fla./Texas A&M 10 Sat.  Charlotte Columbia, S.C.  10:30 a.m.
8 Joe Veeder Jr. 6-1174  Brevard, N.C./Homeschooled 10  Sat. Davidson Columbia, S.C. 2:30 p.m.
2L || David Wolff Fr.  5-9/154 Sarasota, Fla./Sarasota 14 Wed.  Wake Forest Columbia, S.C. 2p.m.
b 17 Sat. at North Carolina Chapel Hill, N.C. 1p.m.
it 25  Sun.  Elon Columbia, S.C.  10am.
"' || Head Coach: Kent DeMars 25  Sun.  Samford Columbia, S.C.  2p.m.
:i‘_' Assistant Coach: Jeff Kefalos 27 Mon. Georgia Tech Columbia, S.C. 2p.m.
[x] March
g 2 Fri. at Mississippi State*  Starkville, Miss. 2p.m.
4 Sun. at Mississippi* Oxford, Miss. 1p.m.
PRoNUNCIATIoNS 9 Fri. Georgia* Columbia, S.C. 2p.m.
Pedro Campos  Comp-0s Yevgeny Supeko Yev-gen-ee Su-peh-ko | 11 Sun.  Tennessee* Columbia, S.C. 1p.m.
Ivan Cressoni E-von Cress-0-nee Jeff Kefalos Jeff Kuh-Fall-us 15 Thurs.  atUNLV Las Vegas, Nev.  Noon
Jaime Cuellar Hi-mee Kway-r 23 Fri. LSU* Columbia, S.C. 2p.m.
25 Sun. Arkansas Columbia, S.C. 1p.m.
30 Fri. at Auburn* Auburn, Ala. 2p.m.
TENNIS FACTS
Staff History 1 Sun. at Alabama* Tuscaloosa, Ala. 1p.m.
2 , NCAA Appearances: 18 (1978, 1987, 1989, 1990, | 6 Fri. at Kentucky* Lexington, Ky. 2p.m.
Head Coach: Kent DeMars 1991, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, | 8 ~ Sun.  Vanderbilt* Columbia, S.C. 1 p.m.
Alma Mater: St. Mary’s (Texas), 1966 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006) 11 Wed.  Clemson Columbia, S.C. 2p.m.
Record at School: 344-240 Highést Final Ranyking' 3rd (1959) 14 Sat. Florida* Columbia, S.C. 1p.m.
Overall Record: 558-311 ’
Assistant Coach: Jeff Kefalos Media Relations 19-22 SEC Championship Baton Rouge, La.  All Day
Alma Mater: South Carolina, 1976 Director: Steve Fink
irector: Steve |r.1 . May
Team Men's Tennis SID: Christy Lang 11-13 NCAA Team Championships (First Round) TBA
' ) SID Phone: 803.777.7977
2005-06 Record/Final Rank: 14-15/41 SID Email: langc@gwm.sc.edu o
2005-06 Conference Record: 5-6 Web ot LJscsg ortsgcoﬁ : 18-20 NCAA Tegnj Champlonghlps (Round of 16) Athens, Ga.
2005-06 Conference Finish: 4th, SEC East . p . 16-20 NCAA Individual Champloﬂshlps Athens, Ga.
28828; hzt:\?g\glrl]?:;r.sllReturnlng/Lost: 53 Tennis Office Phone: 803.777.7899 Home matches in bold.
Facility: Sam Daniel T is Cent USC Indoor Fieldhouse: 803.777.8890 * denotes Southeastern Conference match.
SHCI I Y-. am Daniel 1ennis Lenter Sam Daniel Tennis Center: 803.799.7255 Al home matches are played at the Sam Daniel Tennis Center or the USC
urface: Laykold Indoor Fieldhouse.
Capacity: 2,000
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MEDIA OUTLETS MEDIA INFORMATION

The South Carolina Media Relations Office

The State e at the official web site for South Carolina Athletics, USCs-
Rick Millans, Sports Editor invites your coverage of the 2006-07 Game- | ports.com. Live updates are also available on the web site
(rmillians@thestate.com) % & | cock men’tennis team. To request an inter- | for all Gamecock home matches.

Phone: (803) 771-8470 view with head coach Kent DeMars or any
member of the team, please contact assistant
media relations director Christy Lang at (803)

777-7977 or langc@gwm.sc.edu.

South Carolina plays its home matches at the Sam Dan-
iel Tennis Center, located on Heyward Street, adjacent
to Sarge Frye Field and across the street from Stone
Stadium. Indoor matches are contested inside the USC
Indoor Fieldhouse, located at the corner of Whaley and

The Charleston Post & Courier T, L
Charlie Bennett, Beat Writer
(chap113@hotmail.com)
Phone: (803) 799-2356

Christy Lang

Men’s Tennis SID . .
For your convenience, a team roster with

biographies, season schedule, updated re-

The Greenville News
Rick Scoppe, Beat Writer
(rscoppejr@sc.rr.com)
Phone: (803) 256-2588

The Gamecock

Sports Editor
(gamecocksports@gwm.sc.edu)
Phone: (803) 777-7182

The Associated Press
Pete lacobelli
(piacobelli@ap.org)
Phone: (803) 799-5510

WVocC 560 AM

Christopher Thompson, Sports Director
(tophsports@aol.com)

Phone: (803) 343-1100

sults, news releases and other information is available online

Heyward.

OPPONENT SID DIRECTORY

Wofford Terriers

SID: Chris Gook

Phone: 843.452.4164

Email: CookCC@wofford.edu

Web site. www.wofford.edu/athletics

Troy Trojans

SID: Jessica Stauffacher
Phone: 334.670.5654

Email: jstauffacher@troy.edu
Web site: www.troytrojans.com

Appalachian State Mountaineers

Elon Phoenix

SID: Matt Eviston

Phone: 336.278.6711

Email: meviston@elon.edu

Web site: www.elon.edu/athletics

Samford Bulldogs

SID: Katie Walden

Phone: 205.726.4005

Email: kjwalden@samford.edu
Web site: www.samfordsports.com

Georgia Tech

LSU Tigers

SID: Alex Restrepo

Phone: 225.578.8226

Email: arestri@Isu.edu

Web site: www.LSUsports.net

Arkansas Razorbacks
SID: Molly O'Mara

Phone: 479.575.3114

Email: momara@uark.edu
Web site: www.hogwired.com

Auburn Tigers

South Carolina News Network SID: Simon Ault SID: Miranda Bryen SID: Carol White =
Phil Kornblut, Sports Director Phone: 828.262.7602 Phone: 404.894.5445 Phone: 334.844.9182 o
(philtalk@aol.com) Email: aultsb@appstate.edu Email: mbryen@athletics.gatech.edu  Email: whitecr@auburn.edu I
Phone: (803) 790-4305 Web site: www.goasu.com Web site: www.ramblinwreck.com Web site: www.auburntigers.com b

“T™
LEEEL Charleston Southern Buccaneers  Mississippi State Bulldogs Alabama Crimson Tide =
;ﬁg%;fg‘:gl o) SID: Blake Freeland SID: Jay Middleton SID: Lindsay Frantz .

s : Phone: 662.325.0966 :

Phone: (803) 343-1100 Phone: 843.863.7687 one Phone: 205.348.7486 =

WIS-Tv

Rick Henry, Sports Director
(rhenry@wis-tv.com)
Phone: (803) 758-1288

Email: bfreeland@csuniv.edu
Wen site: www.csusports.com

Charlotte 49ers
SID: Brent Stastny
Phone: bmstastn@email.uncc.edu

Email: jgm71@mstate.edu
Web site: www.mstateathletics.com

Mississippi Rebels
SID: Kim Ling
Phone: 662.915.7552

Email: lfrantz@ia.ua.edu
Web site: www.rolltide.com

Kentucky Wildcats
SID: Debbie Moore
Phone: 859.257.3838

WLTX-TV . Email: 704.687.6313 Email: kling@olemiss.edu Email: deb.moore@uky.edu
Bob Shields, Sports Director Web site: www.charlotte49ers.com Web site: www.olemissports.com Web site: www.ukathletics.com
(sports@wltx.com)

Phone: (803) 647-0233

WOLO-TV

Tim Hill
(thill@fox18wcch.com)
Phone: (803) 754-7525

Davidson Wildcats

SID: Gavin McFarlin

Phone: 704.894.2635

Email: gamcfarlin@davidson.edu
Web site: www.davidson.edu/athletics

Georgia Bulldogs

SID: Kyle Harris

Phone: 706.542.1621

Email: kharris@sorts.uga.edu
Web site: www.gergiadogs.com

Vanderbilt Commodores

SID: Katy Hamlett
Phone:619.322.4121

Email: katy.hamlett@vanderbilt.edu
Web site: www.vucommodores.com

Spurs & Feathers Wake Forest Demon Deacons Tennessee Glemson Tigers
Dexter Hudson SID: Mike Vest SID: Craig Hammel SID: Sam Blackman
(spursusc@aol.com) Phone: 336.758.5640 Phone: Phone: 864.656.1924

Phone: (803) 256-1789

ITA Tennis

Casey Angle
(cangle@itatennis.com)
174 Tamarack Circle
Skillman, NJ 08558-2021
Phone: (609) 497-6920

Email: vestma@wfu.edu
Web site: www.wakeforestsports.com

North Carolina Tar Heels
SID: Dave Lohse

Phone: 919.962.7257

Email: davelohse@uncaa.unc.edu
Web site: www.tarheelblue.com

Email: chammel@utk.edu
Web site: www.utsports.com

UNLV Rebels

SID: Mark Wallington

Phone: 702.895.4472

Email: mark.wallington@unlv.edu
Web site: www.unlvrebels.com

Email: blackmj@clemson.edu
Web site: www.clemsontigers.com

Florida Gators

SID: Zack Higbee

Phone: 352.375.4683

Email: zackh@gators.uaa.ufla.edu
Web site: www.gatorzone.com

H
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2007 SEASON PREVIEW

Experienced Group Looks to Lead Gamecocks to Continued Success in 2007

The 2007 season looks to be a promising one for the South Carolina men’s
tennis team. Head coach Kent DeMars, now in his 23rd year at Carolina, wel-
comes back four of his top five players from a team that, despite a rash of inju-
ries proved resilient, earning a trip to the NCAA Tournament for the 14th-straight
season in 2006. South Carolina concluded with a 14-15 record last season,
including seven victories over ranked opponents. The Gamecocks finished with
a 5-6 record in SEC regular season action and won their opening round match
at the SEC Tournament. The team also set a school record by winning four
consecutive conference matches. These were impressive accomplishments,
particularly considering that, on average, two of the team’s top six players were
unavailable due to injury for the majority of the spring season. The good news
is for the upcoming season is that DeMars’ 2007 squad will feature a number of
experienced players.

“| am pretty high on the coming year because, of our top five players (from last
year), we have four back,” DeMars said. “Our two, three, four and five players
are back and | feel like they can step in at one, two, three and four this year. |
have four pretty good freshmen coming in to fill out the team. | really feel that we
will have a pretty good situation. We're lined up nicely.”

Senior Pedro Rodrigues, juniors Jaime Cuellar and Yevgeny Supeko and
redshirt sophomore Thomas Stoddard were all regulars in the starting lineup a

] am pretty high on the coming year because, of our
top five players (from last year), we have four back. Our
two, three, four and five players are back and | feel like
they can step in at one, two, three and four this year. |
have four pretty good freshmen coming in to fill out the
team. I really feel that we will have a pretty good situa-
tion. We’re lined up nicely.”

~ South Carolina Head Coach Kent DeMars

“Pedro’s got a big serve and volley type of player who can also stay at the
baseline. He’s really a pleasure to have because he’s got great personality,
good leadership and he’s really improved a lot,” DeMars said of his captain. “All
of the players respect him.”

Cuellar, who earned all-SEC honors in 2008, is back for the Gamecocks at the
No. 2 singles position. He had a 17-10 singles record as a sophomore after
leading Carolina with 28 singles victories as a true freshman in 2005. DeMars
calls Cuellar the “blood and guts” of the team.

;_"j season ago, and along with junior Joe Veeder, provide an experienced nucleus

1 || for this year's edition of Gamecock tennis. “It seems like he is always on the court when the match is tied. If he's the last
E_g . . . . guy on the court, you feel like you've got a really good chance. He’s now getting
& || Rodrigues appears poised to step in to the No. 1 singles spot for the Game- | pigger and stronger and | think that is the part of the game that he needed to
e cocks, filling a void left by standout Tom Eklund, who exhausted his eligibility develop, where he could not just play defense, but play offense, too. | think he
2 ||in 2006. Rodrigues fought through an ankle injury that caused him to miss a | oouid have a great year.”

o o . :

4= || month of the season as a junior, but returned to the lineup where he played at

ik || the No. 3 singles position and posted a 7-1 record at No. 1 doubles with EKlund. | gypeko transferred to South Carolina prior to the 2005-06 season and now has

Rodrigues was impressive in the fall, winning the UNC Fall Invitational.

a year of experience in Columbia under his belt. After leading the Gamecocks
with 18 singles victories last season, Supeko will look to gain consistency, a trait
that will him to play anywhere in the lineup.
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“Yev had a good fall,” DeMars noted. “He’s a power player with a big serve, a
big forehand and a big game. He likes to go through you.”

Stoddard and Veeder gained invaluable experience last season. Both players
saw action in dual match play, including against SEC competition.

“Thomas is a lefty and another back-courter and baseliner,” DeMars said. “He
has a good solid forehand and has excellent volleys. If we can get him to attack
more and win points at the net, | think he can really help us out.”

Veeder saw the majority of his action in doubles.

“Joe plays a power game,” DeMars said. “He hits a big serve and has big
ground strokes, particularly a big forehand. He tries to come to net to finish off
the point.”

Freshman Pedro Campos (Salvador, Brazil), who was ranked in the top five as
a junior in Brazil, played excellent tennis in the fall and looks to have solidified
a position in the starting lineup. Campos posted a 10-4 singles record to lead
the team and a 7-2 mark in doubles matches.

“Pedro Campos has a very solid back court game,” DeMars said. “He works
angles really well, which is his offense. He gets you off the court and then puts
the ball away.”

Campos is joined by classmates David Wolff (Sarasota, Fla.) and Spencer
Feldman (Upper Brookville, N.Y.), who both had their first taste of college ten-
nis in the fall, as well as Ivan Cressoni a Brazilian player who enrolled at USC
for the spring semester. All three are expected to compete for a position in the
starting lineup.

Wolff and Feldman, who were both ranked in the United States Tennis As-
sociation’s top 75 as juniors, are both baseline players with extensive junior
experience.

“While David’s biggest strength is his defensive play, he can step up and hit a

big forehand to win points,” DeMars noted. “For a freshman, he’s got a good,
solid game. He could play at the bottom of the starting lineup. He can keep the

JUNIOR JAaIME CUELLAR

ball in play and knock it away — those are good attributes.”

“Spencer is solid everywhere with his game. He’s an all-around player who still
needs to develop some strength and power, which I think he will do in time. He’s
got a great attitude. He’s played all over the world and has a lot experience in
high level tournaments.”

Cressoni is out of the same mold as Rodrigues, a strong athlete and serve and
volley player.

“Ivan’s a big strong guy with a big serve who likes to come to net, and likes to fin-
ish points quickly,” DeMars said. “He attacks the ball and forces the point. He’s
not a defensive player. He comes out and slugs away.”

Coming off a season when the team was decimated by injury, DeMars feels Caro-
lina will be improved over last season.

“| think we would definitely be better this year than last year with all of the injuries
we had. We were ranked 10th in the country last year and | thought we were
better than that. We lost all of those people (to injury), but we were still able to
win six matches against SEC teams and make the NCAA Tournament,” DeMars
explained. “We've got a lot of good players on the team this year.”

South Carolina’s top players are all likely interchangeable.
“You could pick a name out of a hat,” DeMars said. “All of those guys are solid.”

Year in and year out, the Gamecocks are tested by a difficult schedule and the
2007 season will be no different. In addition to the always-tough SEC slate, Caro-
lina will face four ACC opponents. Altogether, 11 teams that played in the 2006
NCAA Tournament are on the Gamecocks’ schedule.

“Arguably, our schedule is the best in the country because we play in the best
league,” DeMars noted. “We're also going to play four ACC teams that are all
in the top 25 or 30 in the country. It puts you in position to have half a dozen
significant wins. It makes a lot of difference in you getting into the NCAA Tourna-
ment.”
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SOUTH CAROLINA TENNIS FACILITIES

| The Sam Daniel Tennis Facil-
ity (shown at left and below
on the left) is the home of the
Gamecock men's tennis team.

The facility features an elec-

o| tronic scoreboard (shown
below), which was donated by
Jack Burrows in honor of Mr
and Mrs. Waitus O. Tanner.

The Gamecocks have the luxury of on campus indoor

courts, which are housed inside the USC Indoor Facility. The Men's Tennjs Lockr Room
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The Standard of Excellence

The Southeastern Conference, with its sto-
ried 74-year history of athletic achievements
and academic excellence, has built perhaps the
greatest tradition of intercollegiate competition
of any league in the country since its inception
in 1933.

The 2005-06 academic year was another
season to remember for the SEC as conference
teams captured six national titles and six national runner-up finishes.
Since 1990, the SEC has won 113 national team championships for an
average of more than six per year.

Arkansas won the conference’s first NCAA title of the year in men’s
indoor track & field. Auburn won both the men and women’s swimming &
diving titles and Florida won the NCAA men’s basketball championship.
Georgia won the NCAA title in women’s gymnastics and Auburn earned
the women’s outdoor track and field championship. Florida finished first
among Southeastern Conference schools and fourth overall in the Sears
Trophy final standings.

Overall, the SEC finished in the top two in 10 of its 20 sponsored sports
and in the top five in 16 of the 20 sports. Six SEC teams participated
in football postseason bowls with Alabama, Florida and LSU winning
the Cotton, Outback and Peach Bowls, respectively. Six men’s basket-

SOUTHEASTERN

EC

CONFERENCE

The Top Tennis Conference

Men'’s Tennis By the Numbers...

+ 5 NCAA team championships

+ 13 NCAA runner-up teams

+ 11 consecutive years with a team in the national

semifinals

+ 10 NCAA doubles titles

+ 16 NCAA singles champions dating back to 1930, with
eight since 1984 and three of the last eight individual champions

+ 121 singles ITA All-Americans since 1990

- 118 players have received ITA All-America doubles honors
since 1990

« Back-to-back NCAA singles champions six times

SEC Quick Facts

FOUNAEA ...ttt 1933
Members (12) .......cccocoeveerccvicrieecees Alabama, Arkansas, Auburn, Florida
Georgia, Kentucky, LSU, Mississippi,

Mississippi State, South Carolina, Tennessee, Vanderbilt

COMMISSIONEL.........o.cooivmircieisiese e Michael L. Slive
Men’s Tennis Contact ...........c.coocrenrencineneenireeneeeens Tammy Wilson
PRONE ..o (205) 458-3010
FaX oo (205) 458-3030
EMAl.....oooeiececeeee e twilson@sec.org
AdAress ... 2201 Richard Arrington Blvd. North

Birmingham, AL 35203

ball teams were invited to the NCAA Tournament
with Florida winning its first NCAA Men’s Basketball
Championship and LSU advancing to the Men’s Fi-
nal Four. Six women’s basketball teams were also
invited to the NCAA Tournament with LSU advanc-
ing to the Women’s Final Four. An NCAA-high eight
teams advanced to postseason play in baseball with
Georgia advancing to the College World Series. With
159 teams advancing to NCAA postseason competition, the SEC con-
tinued to solidify its place as the nation’s premier conference.

In addition to the six team championships, 71 SEC student-athletes
garnered individual national championships, while 460 individuals
were awarded with first-team All-America honors. Student-athletes
around the league continued to excel in the classroom as well with
2,120 earning recognition on the SEC Academic Honor Roll.

On the national all-sport level, the SEC placed nine teams in the
top 50 of the Sears/NACDA Director’s Cup rankings. Florida led the
league with a fifth place finish. Georgia placed ninth, while Tennessee
was 14th, LSU finished 20th, Alabama 21st, Auburn 25th, Arkansas
28th, Kentucky 33rd and South Carolina finished 43rd to round out
the league’s top 50 finishes. Vanderbilt (64) and Ole Miss (75) also
finished in the top 100 of the Sears Cup Standings.

In addition to being selected to the Southestern Conference
Community Service Team, 2006 senior Tom Eklund also
received the SEC’s H. Boyd McWhorter Postgraduate Scholar-
ship.
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pOLUTH CAROLINA TENNIS

ACADEMIC SUCCESS

In addition to competing on the highest level on the court, the South
Carolina men’s tennis team has achieved tremendous success in
the classroom. Academics are a priority for USC student-athletes
and Gamecock tennis players are the consummate student-athletes.
Consider the following:

« The team has recorded a grade point average above 3.0 in every
semester since records were kept.

+ During 2006, the men’s tennis squad posted a combined GPA of
3.408.

« The tennis team recorded the second-highest GPA of any men’s
team and ranked in the top five of any program in the athletics depart-
ment in each of the last two semesters.

+ The team’s Fall 2006 GPA of 3.477 is the third-higest on record.

« The Gamecocks are one of 35 Men’s Divison | teams to earn ITA All-
Academic Team status for the 2005-06 season. A team must produce
a cumulative GPA of 3.2 to be eligible for the award.

+ Adam Adler, Tom Eklund and Pedro Rodrigues were named ITA
Scholar-Athletes by virtue of cumulative GPAs better than 3.5.

+ In 2005-06, Tom Eklund was selected USC’s Male Scholar-Athlete
of the Year and received the SEC’s H. Boyd McWhorter Postgradu-
ate Scholarship. Eklund also earned CoSIDA first-team Academic
All-District honors.

2006 senior Adam Adler was named an ITA Scholar-Athlete in
his final season at South Carolina.

« Seven members of the Gamecock men’s tennis team made the 2006
SEC Academic Honor Roll, the most of any conference school.

MEN’S & WOMEN’S TENNIS SEC HONOR ROLL SELECTIONS SINCE 1992

Note: List does not include SEC Freshmen
Academic Honor Roll members
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