SOUTH GAROLINA MEN S BASKETBALL >>

2023-24 SCHEDULE ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR
OVERALL: 13-1 | SEC: 0-0 COMMUNICATIONS & PUBLIC RELATIONS:
HOME: 9-0 | AWAY: 1-1 | NEUTRAL: 3-0 | NET: 42 MICHAEL DeBATES // MDEBATES@MAILBOX.SC.EDU
NOVEMBER CELL: 712-348-5863 // TWITTER: @MDEBATES
1 Wofford (exhibition) W, 60-57 CAROLINA MEN’S BASKETBALL ON SOCIAL MEDIA:
6 /- USC Upstate W, 82-59 e
10 - vs. Vir;inia Tech" W,79-77 MEN’S BASKETBALL #GAMECOCKS // #FOREVERTOTHEE
13 /- VMI % (unbracketed game) W, 74-64 TWITTER AND INSTAGRAM: @GAMECOCKMBB
17 -/- vs. DePaul % W, 73-68
9 - vs. Grand Canyon % W, 75-68 FACEBOOK: /GAMECOCKMBB
28 -/ Notre Dame $ W, 65-53 ON THE WEB: GAMECOCKSONLINE.COM
DECEMBER
1 -/- George Washington W, 89-67 HEAD COACH: Lamont Paris
6 #24/20 at Clemson ) L 67-72 (Wooster, '96 ; Indiana State,'00)
S at East Carolina W, 68-62 AT CAROLINA : 24-22 (2nd season)
ig ; - a’l‘.art';:sm" Southern "W" ;:‘gz CAREER: 111-94 (7th season)
-/- inthrop ,72-
VS. ALABAMA: 0-1 .
22 - Elon W, 70-43 TOP SCORER: Johnson (182 ppg) VENUE: Coleman Coliseum
30 /- Florida A&M W, 94-62 : ' .
TOP REBOUNDER: Mack (5.1 rpg) BROADCAST. SEC Network
JANUARY . TOPASSIST MAKER: Cooper (4.6 apg) PLAY-BY-PLAY: Dave Neal
6 - Mississippi State* W, 68-62 TOP SHOT BLOCKER: Clark (0.9 bpg) ANALYST: Jon Sundvold
9 - atAlabama* 7 pm., SECN 13-1, 1-0 SEC  ropsteass eaper: Davis/onnson (0.9spg)  RADIO: Gamecock Radio Network
13 -/- at Missouri* 3:30 p.m., SECN SOUTH CAROLINA COMMUNICATIONS/PR: Michael DeBates IN GCOLUMBIA: 107.5 The Game
16 /- Georgia* 9 p.m., ESPNU TWITTER UPDATES : @GamecockMBB PLAY-BY-PLAY: Derek Scott
20 /- at Arkansas* 1p.m. SECN ANALYST: Casey Manning
23 #6/6  Kentucky* 7 p.m., SECN HEAD COACH : Nate Oats (Maranatha Baptist, ‘98) SIRIUSXM: 382 | SXM APP: 972
27 - Missouri* 1p.m., SECN AT ALABAMA : 101-47 (5th season) WATGH: espn.com/watch
50 #5/5  atlennessee” 6:30 p.m., SECN CAREER: 197-90 (9th season) LIVE STATS: GamecocksOnline.com
FEBRUARY VS. CAROLINA; 4-0 SERIES: Tide lead, 34-16
3 at Georgia* 1pm, SECN TOP SCORER: Sears (19.4 ppg) IN TUSCALDOSA: Tide lead, 18-2
6  #RV/23 Ole Miss* 6:30 p.m.,'SECN TOP REBOUNDER:: Nelson (5.6 rpg) SERIES TREND: Alabama has won eight
10 /- Vanderbilt* 1 p.m., SECN TOP ASSIST MAKER: Estrada (4.2 apg) straight in the series dating back to 40T
14 #16/16 at Auburn* 8:30 p.m., SECN TOP SHOT BLOCKER: Nelson (1.4 bpg) thriller at CLA on Feb. 7, 2017
17 - LSu* 3:30 p.m., SECN 9-5 1-0 SEC TOP STEALS LEADER: Sears/Estrada (1.5 spg) LAST MEETING: 78-76 Alabama OT win at
24 #RV/23 atOle Miss* 3:30 p.m., SECN AL’ABAMA COMMUNICATIONS/PR: Steven Gonzalez CLA on Feb. 22,2023 ; Brandon Miller made
- * 0
28 at Texas A&M 830 p.m., SECN TWITTER UPDATES: @AlabamaMBB six 3s and had 41 points to lead all scorers.
MARCH
2 Florida* 3:30 p.m. » SECN TIPOFF NOTABLES NUMBERS OF NOTE
6 #5/5  Tennessee* 7 p.m. e ESPN2
9+  atMississippistate 2:30p.m. ¢ SECN > A New Chapter of Gamecock Men’'s Basketball is | 430 - The Gamecocks four transfers (Clark, Coo-
13-17 -/- SEC Tournament & TBA d ith d head hiL Pari per, Mack and Stute) have played a combined 430
2122 -/- NCAA Tournament First Round = TBA underway with second-year head coach Lamont Paris | games at the Division | level with 299 starts across
_ this season. Paris, who has been a part of nine NCAA | the quartet of players.
22-23 +/- NCAA Tournament Second Round = TBA Division | T d17 P . 3rd - The entire team's 480 combined Division |
28-29 /- Reginal Semifinal - Sweet 16 # TBA ivision | Tournaments an twenty-win seasons | starts ranks third in the SEC behind only Mississippi
30-31 -/ Regional Final - Elite 8 # TBA as a college head and assistant coach, was named the | State (514) and Texas A&M (502).
Uni ity of South C lina's 33rd head h by Di 6th - Ta'Lon Cooper is 6th in the country (leads SEC)
niversity or >ou arolinas 55rd nead coacn by DI= i assist-to-turnover ratio thru 14 games with 65 as-
APRIL rector of Athletics Ray Tanner on Thursday, March 24, | sists againstjust 15 turnovers (4.3:1).
6-8 -/- Final Four / TBA 2022 50.0% - The Gamecocks have shot 50.0 percent or
: higher in four of the team's 10 games this season
All home games in bold | All times listed Eastern | SECN+ - SEC > This year's team features a crop of four eXperienced (only)happend once last season in 2022-23 at Mis-
. N i sourl).
Network + | SECN - SEC Network | CBSSN - CBS Sports Network | | transfers in Stephen Clark (The Citadel), Ta'Lon Cooper | 24.1% - The team's 44.1% 2-point FG% defense via
* indicates SEC contest | * - Hall of Fame Series (Charlotte, N.C) | (Minnesota), B.J. Mack (Wofford) and Myles Stute (Van- IT<enPO£1/;S t§3rd nathionallv (tShEiE_d in SEBCZ%eEinsdsf;rgylv
% - Arizona Tipoff (Glendale, Ariz) | § - ACC/SEC Challenge | &-SEC | derbilt). Zachary Davis, Josh Gray, Meechie Johnson and iﬁg?bomt”m”;jg_ ast year, SEC was 320th (53.7%)
Tournament (Nash\{ille, Tgnn,) | = - NCAA T.ournamenvt Firstl and Jacobi Wright all return as Carolina will have an experi- ]}3-1 - Ththe%mecpcII; vi/ergtr%Z_-lﬂi]n theﬂ?cir%—clon—
ji?:i Eoun((i’sh(varrllvouz §|t)e|sli4:a—nl;l$]AA f;il(;)nael’sa(tv?;ous Slf,;) l enced group on the hardwood this season. The team's beerftgiityart ien E?chrSam histsoary. Il(?s the;e ?)Dést sta;t fg:
et rourfrhoentx Atz ings lsted are at time of game four transfers have played 430 combined career games. ggrglina since the 2015-16 team started the season

PROBABLE GAMECOGK STARTERS GOMING UP NEXT

# Name Ht. wt. Cl. Hometown  PPG RPG APG Misc. > Carolina remains on the road for a Sat-
55 Ta'lon Clooper 6-4 200 Gr Roebuck, S.C. . 95 42 4.6* 1,000+ points/600+ assists at Minnesota/Morehead State urday matchup at Missouri (8-6) TIP is
5 MeechieJohnson 6-2 184 Jr Cleveland, Ohio 18.2* 4.1 2.5  3rdleadingscorerin SEC; career-best 6 20-pt games this season for 330 ET Mi A

10 Myles Stute 66 209 Jr. Washington, DC. 109 41 12 Team10-0when hescores 10+:led SECin 3point % in21-22t432% | | SEL TOF 5150 p.m. (ET) at Mizzou Arena.
4 Stephen Clark 6-8 208 Gr. Charlotte, NC. 32 28 1.1 1,038 pointsin 109 games (88 starts) at The Citadel | | Richard Cross (pxp) and Perry Clark (an-
2 BJ.Mack 6-8 260 Gr. Charlotte, N.C. 134 5.1* 14  Averaged 14.1 pointsin 85 games at Wofford (69 starts) a|\/St) will be on the call for the SEC Net-
* indicates team leader work broadcast.




2023-24 SOUTH CGARODLINA BASKETBALL BROADGAST SPOT CHART - projected starters shaded in gray ; projected starters based on previous game

- * career high reached this season

1 ¥

)

50UTH

Ebrima Dibba Ee-BRIME-uh DEEB-ah
RSR.- G - 6-5 - 214 - BREDANG, SWEDEN ,/ COASTAL CAROLINA

MIN PTS REB AST FG% 3FG% FT%
23-24 28 00 00 1.0 00 00 -
Career 319 81 4.7 51 449 322 790

Career Highs: 19 points, 10 rebounds, 12 assists, 6 steals

acobi Wright

JR. -G -6-2-182- FORTMILL, S.C./ LEGACY EARLY COLLEGE

MIN PTS REB AST FG% 3FG% FT%
23-24 21.7 6.2 1.9 1.9 370 250 864
Career 225 5.6 1.8 1.8 369 303 757

Career Highs: 18 points, 6 rebounds, 6 assists, 2 steals, 1 block

B.J. Mack

GR. - F-6-8-260 - CHARLOTTE, N.C. ;/ WOFFORD

MIN PTS REB AST FG% 3FG% FT%
23-24 248 13.4 51 14 433 322 776
Career 235 121 4.6 13 49.3 35.3 81.4
Career Highs: 28 points, 13 rebounds*, 6 assists, 3 steals, 2 blocks

Stephen Clark

GR. - F-6-8-208 - CHARLOTTE, N.C. // THE CITADEL

MIN PTS REB BLK FG% 3FG% FT%
23-24 12.9 32 26 09 500 400 714
25.8 8.8 4.8 17 520 233 61.2
Career Highs: 28 points, 15 rebounds, 8 assists, 6 blocks, 4 steals

Meechie Johnson

JR.- G- 6-2-184 - CLEVELAND, OHIO // OHIO STATE

MIN PTS REB AST FG% 3FG% FT%
23-24 285 18.2 4.2 25 446 364 82.2
Career 22.4 8.7 2.5 2.0 374 339 764

Career Highs: 29 points*, 8 assists, 8 rebounds*, 4 steals, 1 block

Myles Stute STEW-tee

JR.- G - 6-6 - 209 - WASHINGTON, D.C. /// VANDERBILT
MIN PTS REB AST FG% 3FG% FT%
23-24 263 109 4] 12 447 406 625
Career 231 7.8 3.8 0.6 391 383 685
Career Highs: 22 points, 11 rebounds, 3 assists*, 4 steals, 2 blocks

SO.- G- 6-7-194 - ORANGEBURG, S.C. // DENMARK-OLAR
MIN PTS REB AST FG% 3FG% FT%
23-24 197 49 38 0.7 46.2 357 545
Career 15.7 3.0 2.7 0.7 417 254 60.9
Career Highs: 13 points, 8 rebounds*, 3 steals*, 2 assists, 2 blocks

Eli Sparkman

SO.-G - 6-0-160 - CLEVELAND, TENN. // BAYLOR SCHOOL

MIN PTS REB AST FG% 3FG% FT%
23-24 53 1.0 1.0 0.0 20.0 0.0 100
Career 6.0 13 0.8 02 400 417 100

Career Highs: 6 points, 3 rebounds*, 1 assist, 1 steal

Morris Ugusuk OOO-Gah-suk

FR.- G - 6-4 - 160 - HELSINKI, FINLAND // DRIVE BASKETBALL ACADEMY
MIN PTS REB AST FG% 3FG% FT%
23-24 15.0 29 0.9 0.9 31.0 313 66.7

Season Highs: 11 points*, 5 assists*, 3 rebounds*, 2 steals*, 1 block*

Collin Murray-Boyles

FR. - F - 6-7 - 231 - COLUMBIA, S.C. /) WASATCH ACADEMY (UTAH)
MIN PTS REB BLK FG% 3FG% FT%

23-24 120 6.5 23 01 581 0.0 66.7

Season Highs: 17 points*, 4 rebounds*, 2 assists*, 2 steals*, 1 block*

Benjamin Bosmans-Verdonk BOSE-mans-ver-DONK

RSR. - F - 6-9 - 238 - LOMMEL, BELGIUM ,/ ILLINOIS

MIN PTS REB BLK FG% 3FG% FT%
23-24 121 33 38 0.3 66.7 - 63.6
Career 10.4 1.8 25 0.1 46.2 0.0 52.5
Career Highs: 10 points*, 10 rebounds, 6 assists, 2 block, 2 steals

SR.- F-7-0-265- BROOKLYN, N.Y. // LSU

MIN PTS REB BLK FG% 3FG% FT%
23-24 5.8 1.5 2.0 0.3 455 - 46.7
Career 118 3.0 41 0.6 511 0.0 42.6
Career Highs: 20 points, 14 rebounds, 3 blocks, 2 assists, 2 steals

Ta’Lon Cooper [ UH-lon
GR.- G - 6-4 - 200 - ROEBUCK, S.C. // MINNESOTA

MIN PTS REB AST FG% 3FG% FT%
23-24 37 91 4.2 4.6 484 400 700
Career 310 8.6 3.5 4.8 41.8 37.3 66.5

Career Highs: 20 points, 11 rebounds, 12 assists, 5 steals, 4 blocks

* Back after missing the entire 2022-23 season with an Achilles injury suffered in
summer workouts in June of 2022

e Played in 90 career games at Coastal Carolina (2018-22)

. Avecﬁgeéj 8.2 points, 5.2 assists and 4.8 rebounds per game over his four seasons
asaChan

o Sztg%iout student and was named to President’s List (4.0 GPA) while at Coastal
in

© Had crucial buckets down the stretch in wins over VT (Nov. 10) and Grand Canyon (Nov. 19)

® Team is 3-0 when he scores 10 or more this season

® Became key contributor in sophomore campaign in 2022-23, playing in 32 games with 15 starts
including the final nine games of the season

® Averaged 7.3 points, 2.1 rebounds and 1.8 assists per game ; scored in double figures nine times and
dished out three or more assists on 10 occasions ; scored 18 points at LSU (Feb. 18) and 17 points at
Ole Miss (Feb. 11), leading team to pair of road wins last season in SEC play

e Surpassed the 1,400 career point mark in the team's 10-point win over Winthrop (Dec. 19)
® Has a pair of 20 point games with season-high 27 (21 in second half) against Grand Canyon
(Nov. 19) in Arizona Tip-Off title game

® In 85 games played (69 starts) in three seasons at Wofford (2020-23), Mack averaged 14.1
points, 5.2 rebounds and 1.5 assists per game

o Started all 32 games in 2022-23 and averaged 16.6 points, 5.6 rebounds and 1.4 assists

o Started all 32 games again in 2021-22, averaging 16.5 points, 6.1 rebounds and 2.2 assists

 Pulled down season-high nine rebounds in win over Florida A&M (Dec. 30)

¢ Had 10 points and five rebounds at No. 20/24 Clemson (Dec. 6), his first double-figure game at SC
e Played in 109 games, making 88 starts in four seasons at The Citadel (2019-23) ; had 48 career
games in double figures

e Averaged 9.5 points, 5.1 rebounds, 2.6 assists and 1.8 blocks per game ; scored 1,038 career
points for the Bulldogs ; shot 52.1 percent from the field for his career (428-0f-821) ; had the best
season of his career as a senior in 2022-23, averaging 16.3 ppg, 6.5 rpg, 2.8 apg and 1.8 bpg

 Has posted career highs in FG percentage (44.6%), 3FG percentage (36.4%) & FT percentage (82.2%) this season

o Scored 20+ on six occasions this season, a career best mark ; had 24 in SEC opener against Miss. State (Jan. 6) and
earned SEC POTW for the first time in his career ; first POTW honor by a Gamecock since Jair Bolden (12/23/19)

* Team is 8-2 the last two seasons in games when he scores 20 or more points ; 8th-best offensive rating via KenPom

o Career-high 29 points on 9-of-15 shooting in ACC/SEC Challenge win over Notre Dame (Nov. 28)

e Played in 30 games, making 29 starts in first season on campus in 2022-23 ; was team's second leading scorer,
averaging 12.7 points per game ; led the Gamecocks averaging 3.6 assists per contest (8th in SEC)

 Only player on the team to start all 18 SEC games and led the team in scoring (13.7 ppg) and assists (3.5 apg)

® Team 10-0 in games when he scores 10+ this season ; had 21 and made five 3s in win vs. VT (Nov. 10)
. Pla%/ed in 91 games in three seasons at Vanderbilt (2020-23), making 59 starts ; averaged 7.4 points
and 3.7 rebounds per game in 22.6 minutes per contest

¢ Logged the best season of his career to date in 2022-23, averaging 8.4 points and 4.6 rebounds in
B%ames (26 starts) ; his 74 made 3s were T-6th most in the league with Kentucky's Antonio Reeves
® Was 78-0f-183 from deep as a junior in 2021-22, leading the SEC in 3-point field goal percentage ;
averaged 8.3 points and 3.7 rebounds and tied the sinFIe—season school record for games played at 36
; was one of just two players on the team to play in all 36 contests

e Long, lengthy guard who has developed into one of the team's best defenders

 Tied for team lead with 12 steals ; had nine points and four rebounds to lead bench players
in win vs. Miss. State (Jan. 6)

 Scored nine points and had six rebounds vs. FAMU (Dec. 30) ; led team with eight rebounds
and three steals in season-opening 82-53 win over USC Upstate (Nov. 6)

* Had career high 13 points in first SEC start last season vs. Texas A&M (1/14/23)

* Appeared in 30 games making a pair of starts in 2022-23 ; averaged 2.2 ppg and 2.2 rpg

e Joined the Gamecocks as a walk-on prior to the start of the academic year in 2022-23

e Appeared in 12 games (eight in SEC play) off the bench, averaging 1.4 points in 6.2 minutes
per game ; 15 of his 17 points came from behind the arc; also logged three assists and three
steals

* Made a 3-pointer in four of the team’s final five games of the season

e Played season-high 11 minutes at Mississppi State (Feb. 28) and knocked down a pair of 3s
for a season-high six points

 Talented first-year player who expects to play a big role off the bench this season

e Career-high 11 points vs. FAMU (Dec. 30) ; hit trio of 3s in first career game with 10+ points

o Led team with career-high five assists and no turnovers in win over Charleston Southern (Dec. 16)
® Averaged 17.2 points, 5.3 assists, 4.3 rebounds and 2.2 steals per game for Drive Basketball Academy
® Represented his home country at the 2022 FIBA U18 European Championship ; averaged 9.1
points, 3.1 rebounds, 2.9 assists and 1.7 steals per game in the tournament ; was efficient as he
played just 19.7 minutes per game in seven appearances helping Finland to a third-place finish

* \Was sidelined with mono but returned to full-practice Nov. 29 and made season debut vs. GW(Dec.1)
e Career-high 17 points in just 14 minutes vs. FAMU (Dec. 30) ; hit 5-of-6 FGs and 7-of-8 FTs in the win
 Had first career double figure game in Garnet & Black with 10 points vs. Elon (Dec. 22)

® Consensus four-star recruit and top player in the state, ranked No. 64 in final ESPN Top-100

 Played his senior year at Wasatch Academy, which is a part of the newly formed National Interscholas-
tic Basketball Conference (NIBC), led the team averaging 15.0 ppg, 8.8 rpg, 2.1 apg, 1.8 bpg and 1.0 spg

© 2022 4A Player of the Year in South Carolina after averaging 18.3 points 11.4 rebounds per game at AC Flora

o Fresh off career high 10 points in win over FAMU (Dec. 30) ; first career game in double figures
® Appeared in 31 games, making 14 starts in first season in Garnet & Black in 2022-23 ; averaged
1.9 points, 3.1 rebounds and 1.1 assists per game

¢ Had eight points, seven rebounds, four assists and two steals vs. USC Upstate (11/25/22) in
the 2022 season opener

® Second year law school student and one of only law school students in NCAA Division | men's hoops

¢ Played in all 32 games om 2022-23, making 15 starts (all in SEC play) ; averaged 4.3 points and 6.3
rebounds (led the team) in 16.8 minutes per gam ; his 27 blocks (0.8 per game average), 22 dunks
and 51.2 field goal percentage (44-0f-86) also led the team ; averaged 5.8 points and 7.9 rebounds
per game in SEC play

® Logged double-digit rebounds on eight different occasions, seven of which came in confer-
ence action ; scored in double-figures a career-best three times

© Had best game of his career with 20 points and 14 rebounds vs. Arkansas (Feb. 4)

® 1,205 career points ; third in SEC in assists per game (4.6) and ranks sixth nationally in as-
sist-to-turnover ratio (4.3:1) with 65 assists and just 15 turnovers on the year; has a pair of 7 assists,
0 turnover games ; one of eight players in the country with 600+ career assists

 Season-high 17 points in blowout win over Elon (Dec. 22) ; hit four 3s vs. GW (Dec. 1), tying career high
e Enters Saturday's game 4th on the NCAA active leaders for career assists list with 661

® Spent the 2022-23 season at Minnesota after three years at Morehead State ; served as team captain
starting all 30 games for the GOEhers ;averaged 9.9 points (third on team) and 6.3 assists per game (led
team) ; his 196 assists were 12th in the country and his assist per game average was seventh nationally




STAT COMPARISON

NOTABLE NUMBERS

NGAA
CAROLINA  BAMA Rank 7 897 ’”” WINS
Record 131 9-5 7/117 .
Conference Record - - = South Caroli Lamont Paris was a i his first Paris picked up hi
> South Carolina av- > ris wi > Since his firs > Paris picked up his
Current Streak W6 W5 = eraged an impressive part of the Wisconsin season as head 100th career victory
Scoring Avg. 74.9 91.8 181/2 1.1 points per pos- coaching gtaffthat made coach at Chatta- with the team's 79-77
Opponent Scoring Avg. 63.0 75.8 18/280 session against Miss. seven straight appear- : win over Virginia Tech
o : State's stout defense ances in the NCAA Tour- noogain 2017-18, (Nov. 10). It was also
coring Margin +119 +16.0 54/19 inits SEC ; nament. Included in that Paris' ) ‘
: inits opening ! aris' teams are his first career win over
Field Goal % 447 49.3 191/24 win. The only other stretch was a National 36-4 when scorin Mike Y th
X Championship Game g ke foung as e,
Opponent Field Goal % 40.8 428 80/162 team to average over 2015) Final 80 or more points two faced off multiple
A 1.0 ppp against the appearance (2015), Fina P ' ; )
3-Point Field Goal % 34.8 39.1 122/12 Bulldogs this season is Four (2014) and four good for a.900 win tlm_es in the SoCon
Opponent 3-Point Field Goal % 333 3151  198/115 Murray State. Sweet 165 (2011-12 percentage. th"\elvatf?hzﬁa“"oga
3-Point Field Goals Made PG 8.8 115 65/5 01617 and Torrore.
3-Point Field Goal Attempts PG 25.2 29.4 64/12
Free Throw % 731 772 10417 A SOUTH CAROLINA WIN WOULD ...
Opponent Free Throw % 70.7 72.0 - * Snap an eight-game losing streak to Alabama that dates back to 2017.
Rebounding Avg. 36.9 40.3 161/44 * Be Lamont Paris' first ever victory over the Crimson Tide.
Opponent Rebounding Avg. 314 334 - * Be just the third victory for the Gamecocks at Coleman Coliseum in 21 tries and first
Rebounding Margin +55 +6.9 64/40 since a 75-73 win on Feb. 14, 2009 in Darrin Horn's first season as head coach.
Turnovers Avg, 9.9 116 25123 « Let Paris join Horn and Fogler as the only coaches in program history to win in Tusca-
Opponent Turnover Avg. 111 119  288/235 loosa. The trio is also the only group to win at Rupp Arena in program history.
Assists Avg. 15.1 16.3 95/45
Blocks Avg. 3.4 4.4 179/74 JOY T0 THE WORLD
Steals Avg. 5.1 7.5 324/113 In 2022-23, Murray-Boyles played his senior

NCAA stats games through games played Jan. 7

INTERVIEW POLIGIES

Allinterview requests must be made in advance to Associate Director
Michael DeBates in the South Carolina Athletics Communications and
Public Relations Office.

Post-Game Interview Policy: After each home game, the South Carolina
student-athletes will address the media first, then head coach Lamont
Paris. Visiting team press conferences may be conducted via Zoom.
Each team will provide a link to its own press conference. There may
be exceptions in which the visiting head coach will come to the media
room for an in-person press conference. (Depending on deadline, this
may be altered on a game-by-game basis).

Road Interview Policy: Interviews with coach Paris and Gamecock
student-athletes while on the road will be scheduled according to
the home/event post-game media procedure (non-conference play).

Allinterviews are to be coordinated through the Communications and
Public Relations Office. This allows the staff to arrange the interview
when it best suits the student-athlete's and the reporter’'s schedules.
Please contact the Communications and Public Relations Office in
advance to make your interview requests. Media are not permitted to
contact student-athletes on their own at any time.

Allinterviews will take place at the designated media interview site for
that day as listed in the weekly availability schedule.

Dormitory, apartmentand cell phone numbers for student-athletes will
notbe provided to the media. Should you need to conduct a telephone
interview with a student-athlete, a call will be placed to you from the
student-athlete at a mutually agreeable time.

SOUTH CAROLINA MEDIA RELATIONS

Michael DeBates, primary contact
Associate Director

cell: 712-348-5863

e-mail: mdebates@mailbox.sc.edu
Twitter: @mdebates

SOUTH CARDLINA MEN’S BASKETBALL ONLINE

Website: www.GamecocksOnline.com/sports/mens-basketball
Facebook: www.Facebook.com/GamecockMBB

Twitter: @GamecockMBB

Instagram: @GamecockMBB

> After a tough loss in a tightly contested in-
state rivalry matchup to then No. 24/20 Clem-
son (Dec. 6), the Gamecocks have rattled off
six-straight wins to improve to 13-1 for just
the sixth time in program history (first 13-1
start since 2015-16). The team's most recent
win over Miss. State marked the 10th-straight
home victory for Carolina dating back to a
Senior Day win over Georgia last season. It's
the team's longest home win streak since the
2015-16 Gamecocks started the year 13-0 at
home.

RECORD BREAKING SZN

>South Carolina sunk a school record 18 3s in
the team's blowout, 89-67 victory over George
Washington (Dec. 1). Meechie Johnson had
24 points (5-of-7 3FGs) and B.J. Mack had 20
(4-of-8 3FGs) as seven different players hit
shots from behind the arc for the Gamecocks.
Carolina had a season-high 19 assists and just
three turnovers, the lowest turnover total in a
game since the team had one onina73-65 win
over Tulane on Feb. 11, 1985. The Gamecocks
scored 89 points on 63 possesions, good for
1.4 points per possession.

3HREECHIE JOHNSON

>Meechie Johnson hit four 3s and went 9-of-
15 from the floor en route to a career-high 29
points in leading the team to a 65-53 victory
over Notre Dame in the ACC/SEC Challenge
(Nov. 28). His previous career high was 26 in
last season's historic win at Rupp Arena over
Kentucky. With the victory, the Gamecocks
earned the team's 10th 6-0 start in program
history.

MURRAY BOYLES GLEARED

>Star freshman forward Collin Murray-Boyles
was cleared to resume full practice on Wednes-
day, Nov. 29 after being sidelined since the start
of the season (Nov. 1) with mononucleosis.
The local product from AC Flora is expected to
play a vital role for the Gamecocks this season
when he returns to the court.

year at Wasatch Academy (Mt. Pleasant, Utah),
which is a part of the newly formed National
Interscholastic Basketball Conference (NIBC),
a league that features that top high school
programs in the nation. He led the team aver-
aging 15.0 points, 8.8 rebounds, 2.1 assists, 1.8
blocks and 1.0 steals per game. His 15.0 points
per game were third in the NIBC and his 8.8 re-
bounds led the conference.

Murray-Boyles rose up the recruiting rankings
after his standout season in Utah and was
pegged a consensus four-star prospect ranked
inside the top-100 players in the country. The
Athletic has him slotted as the No. 13 freshmen
you absolutely can't afford to miss and On3.
com has him ranked the No. 6 impact freshmen
in the SEC.

WE ARE THE GHAMPIONS

>B.J. Mack scored 21 of his 27 points in the sec-
ond half of a 75-68 victory over Grand Canyon
in the Arizona Tip-Off Cactus Division Cham-
pionship Game (Nov. 19). The grad transfer
was 4-of-7 from downtown and 9-for-9 at the
free throw line en route to tournament MVP
honors. He was joined on the all-tournament
team by Meechie Johnson. Jacobi Wright came
through in the clutch again off the bench for
the Gamecocks with 10 points, including pivot-
al baskets with 46 seconds and 2:01 remaining.
After nine turnovers in the first half, Carolina
committed just one giveaway the final 20 min-
utes at Desert Diamond Arena.

MEEGHIE WAS FEELIN' IT IN THE DESERT

>Meechie Johnson had his first 20-point out-
ing of the season, helping lead the team to a
78-63 win over DePaul in the semifinals of the
Arizona Tip-Off (Nov. 17). He had 18 of his 24
points in the first half and was also 7-o0f-10
from the floor in the game's opening 20 min-
utes. Zachary Davis was the only other player
in double figures for Carolina with 10 points

3



CAROLINA BENGH PRODUGTION

SCHIGH
GAME SC-OPP  DIFF. BENCH SCORER
USC Upstate 25-13 +12 J. Wright, 9
vs. Virginia Tech  14-17 -3 J. Wright, 12
VMI 20-23 =5 J. Wright, 9
vs. DePaul 27-16 +11 Z.Davis, 10
vs. Grand Canyon 19-4 +15 J. Wright, 10
Notre Dame 9-7 +2 J. Wright, 7
George Washington 20-29 -9 M. Ugusuk, 6
at#24/20 Clemson 12-9 +3 Z.Davis, C. Murray-Boyles, 5
atEastCarolina  15-6 +9 Z.Davis, 9
Charleston Southern 24-6 +18 C. Murray-Boyles, 7
Winthrop 17-8 +9 J. Wright, 7
Elon 17-11 +6  C Murray-Boyles, 10
Florida A&M 52-24 +28 C.Murray-Boyles, 17
Miss. State 20-30 -10 Z.Davis, 9
at Alabama
at Mizzou
Georgia
at Arkansas
#6/6 Kentucky
Mizzou
at #5/5 Tennessee
at Georgia
#RV/23 Ole Miss
Vanderbilt
at#16/16 Auburn
LSU
at #RV/23 Ole Miss
at A&M
Florida

#5/5 Tennessee
at Miss. State

CAROLINA SPEGIALTY STATS

(PP) points in paint; (OT) points off turnovers; (2nd)
second chance points; (FB) fast break points

(South Carolina-Opponent)

GAME PP oT 2ND FB
USC Upstate 34-30 11-15 12-6 12-15
vs. Virginia Tech 36-36 7-11  12-7 0-6
VMI 32-30 14-10 12-6 14-2
vs. DePaul 30-36 13-14  13-8 6-6
vs.Grand Canyon  28-24 12-16  5-12 0-12
Notre Dame 14-18 11-5 9-8 4-8

George Washington 24-26 14-4 12-4 11-16
at #24/20 Clemson 24-30 8-10 12-16 2-2
at East Carolina 22-26 13-16 8-4 5-4
Charleston Southern  36-28 11-10 19-11 6-6
Winthrop 40-16 18-13 16-11 6-8
Elon 26-18 17-11 9-7 7-7
Florida A&M 38-22 13-15 19-13 7-14
Miss. State 24-34 12-11 166 6-3
at Alabama

at Mizzou

Georgia

at Arkansas

#6/6 Kentucky

Mizzou

at #5/5 Tennessee

at Georgia

#RV/23 Ole Miss

Vanderbilt

at#16/16 Auburn

LSU

at #RV/23 Ole Miss

at A&M

Florida

#5/5 Tennessee

at Miss. State

SC Total 408 174 174 86
SC Average 29.1 124 124 6.1
Opp Total 374 161 108 109
Opp Average 26.7 115 7.7 7.8

SOUTHEASTERN
GONFERENGE STANDINGS

As of Monday, Jan. 8, 2024

Team Conference Qverall
South Carolina 1-0 13-1
#16/16 Auburn 1-0 12-2
#6/6 Kentucky 1-0 11-2
Georgia 1-0 11-3
#5/5 Tennessee 1-0 11-3
Alabama 1-0 9-5
LSU 1-0 9-5
#RV/23 Ole Miss 0-1 13-1
Mississippi State 0-1 11-3
Florida 0-1 10-4
Arkansas 0-1 9-5
Texas A&M 0-1 9-5
Missouri 0-1 8-6
Vanderbilt 0-1 5-9

SCORES AND SCHEDULE IN THE SEC

Saturday, January 6
at South Carolina 68, Mississippi St. 62

#6 Kentucky 87, at Florida 85
Georgia 75, at Missouri 68

#25 Auburn 83, at Arkansas 51
Alabama 78, at Vanderbilt 74

at #5 Tennessee 90, #22 Ole Miss 64
LSU 68, at Texas A&M 53

Tuesday, January 9

Missouri at Kentucky ESPN 7:00p

South Carolina at Alabama SEC Network 7:00p
Texas A&M at Auburn ESPN2 9:00p

Vanderbilt at LSU SEC Network 9:00p

Wednesday, January 10

Tennessee at Mississippi St. SEC Network 7:00p
Arkansas at Georgia ESPN2/U 9:00p

Florida at Ole Miss SEC Network 9:00p

Saturday, January 13
Tennessee at Georgia ESPN2 12:00p

Vanderbilt at Ole Miss SEC Network 1:00p
Kentucky at Texas A&M ESPN 2:00p

South Carolina at Missouri SEC Network 3:30p
Arkansas at Florida ESPN 4:00p

LSU at Auburn SEC Network 6:00p

Alabama at Mississippi St. SEC Network 8:30p

Tuesday, January 16
Florida at Tennessee ESPN 7:00p

Missouri at Alabama SEC Network 7:00p
Georgia at South Carolina ESPNU 9:00p
Texas A&M at Arkansas SEC Network 9:00p

Wednesday, January 17
Mississippi St. at Kentucky ESPN2 7:00p

Ole Miss at LSU SEC Network 7:00p
Auburn at Vanderbilt SEC Network 9:00p

All times listed Eastern Time

ASSOGIATED PRESS POLL

Week 10 (Jan. 8,2024)
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SERIES BREAKDOWN

> Alabama leads the all-time series with a 34-16,
with an 18-2 advantage on their home floor.

> The Crimson Tide have won eight-straight dating
back to a four-OT thriller at Colonial Life Arena on
2/7/17.

> The Gamecocks last win over Alabama was a 78-
64 double-digit victory on 1/20/16 at CLA.

> Carolina's last win at Coleman Coliseum was on
2/14/09, a 75-73 win in Darrin Horn's first season as
head coach.

> The Gamecocks' other victory in T-Town was a
62-60 win on 1/22/97, during the team's SEC title
season.

SC ALL-TIME RECORD VS. ALABAMA
H:12-9; A: 2-18 ; N: 2-7

Last 10 meetings...

J.13,2016 A 50-73 L
J.20,2016 H 78-64 W

F.7,2017 H 86-90 (40T) L
M. 10,2017 N 53-64 L
J.9,2018 A 62-76 L
F.26,2019 H 62-68 L
F.29,2020 A 86-90 L
F.9,2021 H 78-81 L
F. 26,2022 A 71-90 L
F.22,2023 H 76-78 (OT) L

Experience, Experience, EXPERIENCE
> Below is a table of total starts and games
played by all players on rosters amongst SEC
schools heading into the 2023-24 season.

GAMES PLAYED

1. Missouri - 397

2. Texas A&M - 940
3. Arkansas - 927

4. Miss. State - 842
5. South Carolina - 836
6. LSU- 816

/. Georgia - 715

8. Auburn - 712

9. 0le Miss - 677

10. Tennessee - 598
11. Florida - 579

12. Vanderbilt - 515
13. Alabama - 473
14, Kentucky - 299

GAMES STARTED

1. Miss. State - 514
2. Texas A&M - 502
3. South Carolina - 480
4. Missouri - 468

5. Arkansas - 463

6. Ole Miss - 428
7.LSU- 380

8. Georgia - 376

9. Vanderbilt - 347
10. Tennessee - 339
11 Auburn - 268

12. Alabama - 267
13. Florida - 271

14, Kentucky - 167

~ TN ¢

unior transfer Myles Stute played three seasons at
\Vanderbilt, making 59 starts in 91 games played. He
averaged 7.4 ppg and 3.7 rpg for the Commodores,
leading the SEC in 3-point FG% in 2021-22 (.426).

NOTABLE NUMBERS

NO. 42 IN NET

South Carolina is No. 42 in the
NET. The team's NET has been

as high as 26 this season, a pro-
gram-best mark. The team is one
of eight in the SECiin the top-50
of the NET Rankings. SC has a trio
of top-70 wins vs. No. 32 Miss.
State, No. 37 Grand Canyon and
No. 66 Virgina Tech.

utes. Zachary Davis was the only other player in
double figures for Carolina with 10 points off the
bench, his second career game in double figures.

BIG MACK ATTAGK

>B.J. Mack had 17 points and matched a career
high with 13 rebounds to lead the Gamecocks to
a 10-point win over VMI (Nov. 13) in an unbrack-
eted game, part of the Arizona Tip-Off. It was the
big man's 8th career double-double. Ta'Lon Cooper
had another seven assist, zero turnover night.

TOTAL TEAM EFFORT

>Five players scored in double figures for South
Carolina in a big, 79-77 win over Virginia Tech in
the Hall of Fame Series in Charlotte on Nov. 10.
B.J. Mack scored the game-winning bucket with
20 seconds to go. The hometown kid scored 15
of his 19 points in the second half, going 9-of-16.
Myles Stute led the way 21 points thanks to 5-of-6
shooting from behind the arc. Jacobi Wright (12),
Ta'Lon Cooper (12) and Meechie Johnson (11) also
scored in double figures for Carolina who shot
a sizzling 56.4 percent (31-of-55) from the floor.
The Gamecocks were also 10-0f-21 (47.6 percent)
from behind the 3-point arc. Cooper had seven as-
sists and zero turnovers in 31 minutes of action. It
was head coach Lamont Paris' 100th career win as
head coach.

MAKING IT RAIN

>South Carolina started the season with an em-
phatic 82-53 victory over USC Upstate on Nov. 6. It
was the largest margin of victory in a season-open-
ing win since the team defeated Longwood, 82-44
(38 points), on Nov. 9, 2013. The Gamecocks shot
52.7 percent (29-of-55) from the field and 54.5 per-
cent (12-0f-22) from downtown. The team made
double-digit 3s on seven occasions last season,
posting a 5-2 record in those games. Ta'Lon Cooper
and Meechie Johnson led all scorers with 15 each.
B.J. Mack had 13 and Myles Stute had 10. Zachary
Davis was a spark off the bench with a team-high
eight rebounds and three steals.

COMEBACK KIDS

>South Carolina erased a 17-point halftime deficit
in a 60-57 charity exhibition win over Wofford on
Nov. 1. After a rough first half shooting the ball, the
Gamecocks shot 42.9 percent (12-0f-28) and 44.4
percent (8-of-18)from behind the arc. BJ. Mack
led all Carolina players with 14 points, adding sev-
en rebounds and three steals. Myles Stute had a
double-double with 11 points and 11 rebounds.
Zachary Davis came off the bench and scored 13
points in 20 minutes. The team was +11 with him
on the floor.

The Gamecocks had a sea-
son-high 19 assists and just
three turnovers in the team's
recent blowout win over George
Washington (Dec. 1). It marked
the fewest turnovers in a game
for the Gamecocks since the
team had just one in a 73-65 win
over Tulane on Feb. 11, 1985.

Ta'Lon Cooper has 65 assists and just 15
turnovers to start the season. His 4.3-
to-1 assist to turnover ratio is 6th in the
nation and leads the SEC. The Roebuck,
S.C., native posted back-to-back games
with seven assists and no turnovers in
wins over Virginia Tech (Nov. 10) and
VMI (Nov. 13). He had seven assists

to just one turnover in the team's SEC
opening win against Miss. State (Jan. 6).

PRESEASON TRIP T0O THE GCOMMONWEALTH

> The team went on its first foreign tour since a
2016 trip to Costa Rica in August, spending five days
at Atlantis in the Bahamas (Aug. 3-8). Carolina was
one of a handful of teams in paradise (Texas A&M
and LSU also there from the SEC) and played a pair
of games in the same ballroom that host the Battle
4 Atlantis in November.

> In game one, the Gamecocks defeated Zalgiris-2
from Lithuania, 86-60. The team knocked down 16
3sand forced 22 turnovers (14 steals). Four players
scored in double figures led by Meechie Johnson
with 20. He and Myles Stute each made four 3s.
Ta'Lon Cooper and B.J. Mack each hit three 3s.

> In game two, dominated from start to finish in
a 106-67 victory over Club Obras from Argentina.
It was another outstanding shooting performance
for South Carolina in the Imperial Ballroom, as the
team knocked down 17s. Six different players hit
multiple shots from behind the arc. Freshmen
Collin-Murray Boyles and Arden Conyers scored in
double figures as Murray-Boyles had 16 points on
7-0f-7 shooting to led the team.

KenPom RUNDOWN

> By the end of the 2022-23 season, South Carolina
was statistically one of the youngest teams in the
nation. The Gamecocks finished the season with
an average of 1.50 years of Division | experience,
which ranked 269th nationally. This year, Carolina
ranks 18th in the country in the same category
with an average of 2.90 years of Division | experi-
ence on the roster. That number is second in the
SEC behind only Missouri (2.98 years).

> Thru 13 games, Carolina's 2-point FG percentage
defense (44.1%) is 23rd nationally. Last season the
team ranked 320th (53.7 percent).

> The team's 15.2 percent turnover percentage is
50th compared to 294th last season (19.9%).

> The Gamecocks' 52.2 effective FG percentage is
103rd in the country compared to 46.9% last year,
which ranked 269th, a 166-spot jump up the rank-
ings.

> Carolina is just inside the top-50 at No. 49 in
adjusted efficiency rating on offense (113.4) com-
pared a No. 205 ranking last year (103.5).

> Defensively, the Gamecocks 46.0 effective FG
percentage is 45th nationally, a 245-spot jump
from last season's 52.6 effective FG percentage,
which was 290th in the country.



> Overall, Carolina's KenPom ranking of 57th is a
164-spot jump from the team's final ranking of
221st last season. It's the biggest single-season
rankings jump in the SEC by a wide margin. Georgia
is second with a 82-spot jump from 154th to 72nd.

> Meechie Johnson's KenPom offensive rating of
8th (120.8 - 29.4% usage rate) amongst the players
with high usage (28% of possessions) is elite. Sha-
hada Wells (McNeese St.) and Isaiah Stevens (Col-
orado St.) are the only other guards in the top-10.

> Big man Josh Gray was third in offensive rebound
percentage and 25th in defensive rebound per-
centage last season. He joined Erik Stevenson (21-
22), Chris Silva (17-18, 18-19), Brenton Williams
(13-14) and Devon Downey (09-10) as the only
Gamecocks since 2009 to finish the season ranked
within the top-five of one or more of the 18 Ken-
Pom indvidual player rankings.

ORDER ON THE COURT

> The Honorable L. Casey Manning enters his 31st
season as an analyst for men's basketball games
on the Gamecock Radio Network. He joined
the broadcast team for the 1993-94 season and
worked alongside legendary South Carolina play-
by-play man Bob Fulton. Manning has worked
alongside current play-by-play man Derek Scott
since 2016-17. The Gamecocks advanced to the
school's first ever Final Four their first year working
together. Manning, a Dillon, S.C. native, played for
the Gamecocks from 1970-73 and made history
as the first African-American scholarship player
in program history. He graduated from the South
Carolina School of Law in 1977 and has served as
Circuit Court Judge for the Fifth Judicial Court since
1994. Manning retired on Dec. 31, 2022.

> On Dec. 8, 2022, at a retirement function at the
USC Alumni Center, Manning received the Order
of the Plametto from Gov. Henry McMaster, the
highest civilian honor granted in the state of South
Carolina.

> Two streets were also named after him, one in
downtwon Columbia near the courthouse he
worked in and the other in his hometown of Dil-
lon, S.C.

> On May 7, 2022, Manning received an honorary
doctor of laws degree from the Board of Trustees
at commencement. It is the highest degree you
can receive from the university.

> He joins Dave Kellum (34th season as Ole Miss
pxp) as the only members of the 30-year club on
radio broadcast in the SEC.

BY THE NUMBERS

430 - The Gamecocks four transfers (Clark,
Cooper, Mack and Stute) have played a com-
bined 430 games at the Division | level with
299 starts across the quartet of players.

3rd - The entire team's 480 combined Divi-
sion | starts ranks third in the SEC behind only
Mississippi State (514) and Texas A&M (502).

18th - South Carolina ranks 18th nationally in
average Division | experience per KenPom at
2.90 years. The Gamecocks ranked 269th in
the country last season in the same category
at 1.5 years.

1st- The Gamecocks' scoring defense is 1stin
the SEC (18th nationally) at 63.0 ppg, slightly

in front of Miss. State (63.1 ppg).

6 - Carolina has already had 6 single-digit turn-
over games this season. The 2007-08 team
had 12 games with single-digit giveaways, the
most by a Gamecock team since entering the
SECin 1991-92.

668 - Ta'Lon Cooper is 4th on the NCAA active
assists leaders list with 668 career helpers. He
is one of just eight players in NCAA Divison |
with 600 or more career assists.

6th - Cooper is 6th in the country with a
4.3-to-1 assist to turnover rate (thru games
played Jan. 7). He posted back-to-back games
with seven assists and zero turnovers in wins
over Virginia Tech (Nov. 10) and VMI (Nov. 13).
Cooper had a season high eight assists (one
turnover) in the team's blowout victory over
George Washington (Dec. 1).

3rd - Cooperis 3rd in the SEC with a 4.6 assist
per game average.

6.3 - Cooper averaged 6.3 assists per game at
Minnesota last season, which was good for
seventh in the nation.

14th - Meechie Johnson is 14th in the SECin
field goal percentage at 44.6 percent (min. 5
made FG per game§.

67.9% - The Gamecocks return 67.9% of
the team's assists from last season, led by
Meechie Johnson, who averaged 3.6 assists
per game, which was good for 8th in the SEC.

52.8% - A total of 3,429 of the team's 6,500
total minutes from last season are back this
year.

50.3% - 549 of the team's 1,091 rebounds
are back led by Josh Gray, who averaged a ca-
reer-best 6.3 rebounds per game in 2022-23.

18 - The Gamecocks sunk a school record 18
3sin a blowout win at home over George
Washington (Dec. 1).

8-2 - Carolina is 8-2 in games where Meechie
Johnson scores 20 or more points. He scored
20 or more in wins at LSU, at Kentucky and
vs. Western Kentucky during the 2022-23
season. He had 24 vs. DePaul (Nov. 17), a
career-high 29 in the team's ACC/SEC Chal-
lenge win over Notre Dame (Nov. 28), 24 in
the team's win over GW (Dec. 1), 26 at No.
24/20 Clemson (Dec. 6), 20 in a victory over
Wintrhop (Dec. 19) and 24 in a win over Miss.
State (Jan. 6).

8-3 - The Gamecocks are 8-3 under head
coach Lamont Paris when the team makes
10 or more 3s. The three losses have all
come on the road.

8-2 - In games when South Carolina has
single-digit turnovers under Paris, the teamis
8-2. The Gamecocks three turnovers against
GW (Dec. 1) were the team's fewest in a
game since having one vs. Tulane on Feb.

11, 1985. Carolina has had five games this
season with single-digits TOs (4-1 record).

7-0 - The Gamecocks are 7-0 under Paris
when holding opponents to 60 points or
less. Carolina held USC Upstate to 59 on
Nov. 6, Notre Dame to 53 on Nov. 28 and
Elon to 43 (season-low and lowest in Paris
era at SC) on Dec. 22.

.691 - Paris spent five seasons as head coach
at Chattanooga from 2017-22. He led the
team to a 65-29 record (.691) in his last
three seasons and a berth in the 2022 NCAA
Tournament after winning the SoCon Tourna-
ment Championship.

12 - Paris was an assistant for 17 seasons
prior to becoming a head coach in 2017-18.
He was a part of 12 NCAA Tournament ap-
pearances (Division | and Il) as an assistant,
including a pair of Final Fours at Wisconsin in
2014 and 2015.

17 - In 22 seasons as a head or assistant
coach in college, Paris has been a part of 17
teams that have won 20-or-more games in
a season.

NCAA ACTIVE ASSISTS LEADERS LIST

1. Sahvir Wheeler (Washington) - 747

2. Isaiah Stevens (Colorado State) - 729
3. Darius Brown Il (Utah State) - 708

4. Ta'Lon Cooper (South Carolina) - 668
5. Xavier Johnson (Indiana) - 661

6. Tristen Newton (UCONN) - 607

7. Tyler Kolek (Marquette) - 602

8. Braden Norris (Loyola Chicago) - 601
9. Pierre Crockrell Il (UC Irvine) - 588

10. Ray J Dennis (Baylor) - 565

11. Dajuan Harris Jr. (Kansas) - 553

12. Keishawn Davidson (Belmont) - 551
13. Jamal Shead (Houston) - 547

14. Jared Bynum (Stanford) - 542

15. Caleb Fields (Arkansas State) - 540

* rankings thru games played Jan. 7

Graduate transfer Ta'Lon Cooper has 66 career games|
with five or more assists on his resume. Five of those
have come this season. The Roebuck, S.C, native
returns to his home state after stints at Morehead
State (2019-22) and Minnesota (2022-23).

nl KEY STAT nl

Lamont Paris' teams are 36-4 when scoring 80
or more points dating back to his first season as
head coach at Chattanooga (2017-18). He's 5-0 at
South Carolina when his team scores 80 or more.



ROSTER
BREAKDOWN

Returning Letterwinners (6)

#1 Jacobi Wright

#5 Meechie Johnson

#12 Zachary Davis

#14 Eli Sparkman

#31 Benjamin Bosmans-Verdonk
#33 Josh Gray

Guards (11)

#0 Ebrima Dibba
#1 Jacobi Wright
#5 Meechie Johnson
#10 Myles Stute
#12 Zachary Davis
#13 Austin Herro
#14 Eli Sparkman
#15 Morris Ugusuk
#20 Danny Crajzl
#21 Arden Conyers
#55 Ta'Llon Cooper

Forwards (5)

#2 B.J. Mack

#4 Stephen Clark

#30 Collin Murray-Boyles

#31 Benjamin Bosmans-Verdonk
#33 Josh Gray

By Height

#14 Eli Sparkman (6-0)
#20 Danny Grajzl (6-0)
#13 Austin Herro (6-1)
#5 Meechie Johnson (
#1 Jacobi Wright (6-2)
#55 Ta'Lon Cooper (6-4)

#15 Morris Ugusuk (6-4)

#0 Ebrima Dibba (6-5)

#10 Myles Stute (6-6)

#12 Zachary Davis (6-7)

#21 Arden Convyers (6-7)

#30 Collin-Murray Boyles (6-7)
#4 Stephen Clark (6-8)

#2 B.J. Mack (6-8)

#31 Benjamin Bosmans-Verdonk (6-9)
#33 Josh Gray (7-0)

6-
6-
6-2)

2023-24 SOUTH CAROLINA MEN’S BASKETBALL ROSTER

Alphabetical Roster

No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. . Exp. Hometown // Last School
31 Benjamin Bosmans-Verdonk F 6-9 238 RSR 1L Lommel, Belgium // llinois
4 Stephen Clark F 6-8 208 GR TR Charlotte, N.C.// The Citadel
21 Arden Conyers G 6-7 204 FR HS Columbia, S.C. // Westwood (Blythewood, S.C.)
55 Ta'lon Cooper G 6-4 200 GR TR Roebuck, S.C.// Minnesota
12 Zachary Davis G 6-7 194 SO 1L Orangeburg, S.C. // Denmark-Olar
0  Ebrima Dibba G 6-5 214 RSR TR Breddng, Sweden // Coastal Carolina
20 Danny Grajzl G 6-0 175 FR HS Cleveland, Ohio // Hawken School (Gates Mills, Ohio)
33 Josh Gray F 7-0 265 SR 3L Brooklyn, N.Y. // LSU
13 Austin Herro G 6-1 174 FR HS Milwaukee, Wisc. // Whitnall (Greenfield, Wisc.)
5 Meechie Johnson G 6-2 184 JR 1L Cleveland, Ohio // Ohio State
2 BJ.Mack F 6-8 260 GR TR Charlotte, N.C.. // Wofford
30 Collin Murray-Boyles F 6-7 231 FR HS Columbia,S.C.// Wasatch Academy (Mt Pleasant, Utah)
14 Eli Sparkman G 6-0 160 SO 1L Cleveland, Tenn. // Baylor School (Chattanooga, Tenn.)
10 Myles Stute G 6-6 209 JR TR Washington, D.C. // Vanderbilt
15 Morris Ugusuk G 6-4 160 FR HS Helsinki, Finalnd // Omnia Basketball Academy (Finland)
1  JacobiWright G 6-2 182 JR 2L Fort Mill, S.C. // Legacy Early College
Numerical Roster

No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. C. Exp. Hometown // Last School
0 EbrimaDibba G 6-5 214 RSR TR Breddng, Sweden // Coastal Carolina
1  Jacobi Wright G 6-2 182 JR 2L Fort Mill, S.C. // Legacy Early College
2 BJ.Mack F 6-8 260 GR TR Charlotte, N.C.. // Wofford
4 Stephen Clark F 6-8 208 GR TR Charlotte, N.C.// The Citadel
5 Meechie Johnson G 6-2 184 JR 1L Cleveland, Ohio // Ohio State
10 Myles Stute G 6-6 209 JR TR Washington, D.C. // Vanderbilt
12 Zachary Davis G 6-7 194 SO 1L Orangeburg, S.C. // Denmark-Olar
13 Austin Herro G 6-1 174 FR HS Milwaukee, Wisc. // Whitnall (Greenfield, Wisc.)
14 Eli Sparkman G 6-0 160 SO 1L Cleveland, Tenn. // Baylor School (Chattanooga, Tenn.)
15 Morris Ugusuk G 6-4 160 FR HS Helsinki, Finalnd // Omnia Basketball Academy (Finland)
20 Danny Grajzl G 6-0 175 FR HS Cleveland, Ohio // Hawken School (Gates Mills, Ohio)
21 Arden Conyers G 6-7 204 FR HS Columbia, S.C. // Westwood (Blythewood, S.C)
30 Collin Murray-Boyles F 6-7 231 FR HS Columbia,S.C.// Wasatch Academy (Mt Pleasant, Utah)
31 Benjamin Bosmans-Verdonk F 6-9 238 RSR 1L Lommel, Belgium // Illinois
33 Josh Gray F 7-0 265 SR 3L Brooklyn, N.Y. /7 LSU
55 Ta'lon Cooper G 6-4 200 GR TR Roebuck, S.C.// Minnesota

Head Coach: Lamont Paris (Wooster, ‘96 ; Indiana State ‘00)
Assistant Coach: Tim Buckley (Bemidiji State, ‘88)
Assistant Coach: Tanner Bronson (Wisconsin, ‘08)
Assistant Coach: Eddie Shannon (Florida, ‘99)

Special Assistant to the Head Coach: Carey Rich (South Carolina, '95)

Director of Player Development: David McKinley (Ohio, ‘13)
Director of Basketball Operations: Colby Arendale (Chattanooga, ‘18)
Director of Video Services: Roman DiPasquale (Wisconsin, ‘11)
Strength & Conditioning Coach: Scott Greenawalt (Muskingum College, ‘98)

Athletic Trainer: Mark Rodger (Buffalo, ‘01)

Associate Director of Athletics Communications and Public Relations: Michael DeBates (lowa State, '14)

TOP RETURNING

Y0 (<] O Johsnon, 12.7 ppg
Rebounder. ceeneGFAY, 6.3 1PG
Assist Maker.... .Johnson, 3.6 apg
FG Shooter *....... weGray, 51.4%

3-Point FG Shooter $ .\Wright, 35.0%
FT Shooter$....... Johnson, 76.3%
N gle] 3] [oTa (] Gray, 0.8 bpg
Steal Maker......wn. Johnson, 0.7 spg

*atleast 75 attempts
$ at least 20 attempts

PRONUNCIATION GUIDE

Benjamin BOSE-mans-ver-DONK

TUH-lon Cooper
Ee-BRIME-uh DIB-ah
Danny GRAZ-al
Myles STEW-tee
Morris OO-GAH-suk
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HEAD GOAGH LAMONT PARIS

HEAD COACH | SEVENTH SEASON OVERALL | 111-94 (.541) | SECOND SEASON AT SOUTH CAROLINA | 24-22 (.522)

THE PARIS FILE

COAGHING

Experience
27th year

College Head Coach Experience
7th season

Hire Date At Carolina
Thursday, March 24,2022

PERSONAL

Hometown
Findlay, Ohio

Alma Mater
Wooster, 1996 (Bachelors - Economics)
Indiana State, 2000 (Masters - Rec. & Sport Mgmt.)

COAGHING RESUME

College Assistant Coach
Wooster, 1997-98

DePauw, 1998-99

IUP, 2000-04

Akron, 2004-10

Wisconsin, 2010-17

College Head Coach
Chattanooga, 2017-22
South Carolina, 2022-present

Lamont Paris, who has been a part of nine NCAA Division | Tourna-
ments and 17 twenty-win seasons as a college head and assistant
coach, was named the University of South Carolina’s 33rd head coach
by Director of Athletics Ray Tanner on Thursday, March 24, 2022.

Paris, 47, is the first African-American head coach in the history of the
Gamecock men'’s basketball program.

In his first season (2022-23), South Carolina had an overhauled ros-
ter with eight new players, including just 14.9 percent of the team’s
scoring and 18.4 percent of the minutes played returning from the
season prior. The Gamecocks defeated Clemson at home, 60-58, for
the first time since Dec. 19, 2014. Chico Carter Jr. hit the game-winning
bucket with 0.9 seconds remaining. Paris became the first Gamecock
head coach since Dave Odom in 2001 to defeat the in-state Tigers in
his first season. The conference slate was highlighted by road wins
at Kentucky, at Ole Miss and at LSU. The Gamecocks wire-to-wire vic-
tory at Rupp Arena on Jan. 10 was the team’s first there since 2009
and just the program’s third all-time win in Lexington since joining
the SEC (1992). Ohio State transfer Meechie Johnson made six 3s and
scored a career-high 26 points to lead the Gamecocks. Paris joined
Eddie Fogler (1997) and Darrin Horn (2009) as the only Gamecock
head coaches all-time to win in the historic building. Carolina nearly
knocked off SEC Champion and No. 2/2 Alabama at home but fell in
overtime, 78-76, thanks to a late bucket from SEC Player of the Year
Brandon Miller.

Several players had their most productive seasons to date under Paris
and his staff in year one in Columbia. Sophomore Jacobi Wright av-
eraged 7.3 points, 2.1 rebounds and 1.8 assists per game. He had a
career-best six games in double figures in SEC play. Josh Gray led the
team in rebounding, averaging 6.3 per game and 7.9 rebounds per
contest in league action. He had a career-best eight games with 10 or
more rebounds, seven of which came in SEC action. Gray also had the
best game of his career with 20 points and 14 rebounds vs. Arkansas.
Johnson averaged 12.7 points (second on team) and 3.6 assists per
contest (eighth in the SEC). He led the team with 70 makes from be-
hind the arc and was one of just eight players in the SEC to make 70
or more 3s.

The staff made early in-roads recruiting over the summer in 2022
with local product Gregory “GG” Jackson Il reclassifying and enroll-
ing early. The consensus top player in the 2023 class, Jackson was
the highest rated signee in program history (recruit rankings started
in early 2000s) and joined PJ Dozier (2015-17) as the only five-star
Gamecock freshmen. Jackson would go on to earn All-SEC Freshman
honors while leading the team in scoring at 15.4 points per game.
He had 11 20-point games, the most by a Carolina freshman since
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joining the SECin 1991-92. Jackson would go on to be
selected 45th overall by the Memphis Grizzles in the
2023 NBA Draft. He became the first NBA Draft pick for
the program since All-American Sindarius Thornwell in
2017.

Paris came to Carolina after five seasons as the head
coach at University of Tennessee at Chattanooga,
coaching the Mocs to an 87-72 overall record (.547),
including a 65-29 mark his last three seasons.

In his final year, he led the Mocs to their first Southern
Conference title and NCAA berth since 2016. Chatta-
nooga finished the season with a 27-8 mark. He was
one of 20 finalists for the Hugh Durham Award, given
by Collegelnsider.com to the top Division | mid-major
coach in college basketball. The Mocs’ NCAA NET rank-
ing improved in each of his seasons at Chattanooga,
finishing with a 63 ranking this season.

In his 17 seasons as a collegiate assistant coach prior
to becomming head coach at Chattanooga, teams as-
sociated with Paris were 497-217 (.696) with five con-
ference titles and 12 NCAA Tournament appearances
(Division I and 1), reaching two Final Fours.

Paris spent seven seasons as an assistant at Wiscon-
sin from 2010-17 working for Bo Ryan and Greg Gard.
The Badgers went to the NCAA Tournament every year
with four Sweet 16 appearances and back-to-back
trips to the Final Four in 2014 and 2015. Wisconsin
played for the National Championship in 2015 after
going 36-4 and winning both the Big Ten regular sea-
son and tournament titles. The Badgers took down No.
1 overall seed Kentucky in the National Semifinal, end-
ing the Wildcats’ previously undefeated season.

PARIS’ GAREER REGORD, YEAR-BY-YEAR

SEASON RECORD CONFERENCE (FINISH) POSTSEASON
2017-18 (CHATT) 10-23 3-15 (10th) -

2018-19 (CHATT) 12-20 7-11 (5th) -

2019-20 (CHATT) 20-13 10-8 (T-5th) -

2020-21 (CHATT) 18-7 9-7 (4th) -

2021-22 (CHATT) 27-8 14-4 (1st) 0-1; NCAA First Round
2022-23 (SO) 11-21 4-14 (12th) -

2023-24 (SO 13-1 1-0

Totals 111-94 (.541)

48-59 (.449)

0-1 (.000) » 1 NCAA




THE LP QUARTER-ZIP - IT'S A WAY OF LIFE

The quarter-zip has been a featured
staple of head coach Lamont

Paris' wardrobe since he arrived

on campus in late March of 2022.
Gamecock fans across the country fis
began to quickly realize through =
various posts on social media
and appearances made by Paris 6
throughout the community how »ﬁﬁ*

important this article of clothing was Yy i

to him. His commitment to wearing BLACK WITH GAMECOCK
the 1/4 zip in any and all situations MEN'S BASKETBALL

with weather playing zero factor \WORDMARK: 7-1

also became very apparent. If it's 95
degrees with 100 percent humidity
in the heart of July in famously hot
Columbia, the chances of seeing
Parisina 1/4 zip are in the 99th
percentile.

The Q-zip, as its affectionally
become known by South Carolina
fans far and wide, is a popular
choice for fall and winter weather.
It's versatile and dynamic. It's light
and comfortable enough to be
worn indoors, but it also is thick and
durable enough to layer up when a
jacket is too heavy for full comfort.
Every quarter-zip is different with BLACK WITH BLOCK C: 1-0
different features like zippered
pockets for added storage. You have
a number of different options to
style it by simply just adjusting the
zipper height.

4 =
CHARCOAL WITH BLACK
ACCENTS & BLOCK C: 2-0

A 1/4 zip camera has been added to
all home games at CLA this season
in honor of Paris' fashion icon status
amongst the Gamecock faithful.

To the right is a breakdown of his
record during the 2023-24 season
in each 1/4 zip he has worn on the
sidelines. Zip through it quickly and
enjoy.




GAMECOCK SUPERLATIVES UNDER PARIS (FIRST SEASON WAS 2022-23)

Most Field Goals Made

1.33, George Washington, Dec. 1, 2023
2.31, vs. Virginia Tech, Nov. 10, 2023
T3. 30, Florida A&M, Dec. 30, 2023
T3.30, #2/2 Alabama, Feb. 22,2023

T3. 30, at Vanderbilt, Jan. 5, 2023

Most Field Goals Attempted

1.72, at Vanderbilt, Jan. 5, 2023
2.71,VMI, Nov. 13,2023

T3. 68, Winthrop, Dec. 19, 2023

T3.68, at Georgia, Jan. 28,2023

5. 66, George Washington, Dec. 1, 2023

Highest Field Goal Percent

1.56.4 percent (31-55), vs. Virginia Tech, Nov. 10, 2023
2.54.0 percent (27-50), vs. Grand Canyon, Nov. 19, 2023
3.52.7 percent (29-55), USC Upstate, Nov. 6, 2023
4.52.0 percent (26-50), at Missouri, Feb. 7, 2023
5.50.0 percent (33-66), George Washington, Dec. 1,2023

Lowest Field Goal Percent

1.25.0 percent (12-48), #8/9 Tennessee, Jan. 7,2023
2.31.1 perecent (19-61), vs. Colorado State, Nov. 17,2022
3.32.3 percent (21-65), at George Washington, Nov. 30, 2022
4.34.0 percent (18-53), Miss. State, Jan. 31,2023

T5.34.4 percent (22-64), WKU, Dec. 22,2022

T5.34.4 percent (22-64), Clemson, Nov. 11, 2022

Most 3-Point Field Goals Made

1. 18, George Washington, Dec. 1, 2023
2.15,atLSU, Feb. 18,2023

3.13, at Georgia, Jan. 28,2023
4.12,USC Upstate, Nov. 6, 2023

5.11, at Kentucky, Jan. 10, 2023

Most 3-Point Field Goals Attempted
1. 35, George Washington, Dec. 1, 2023
2.32,atLSU, Feb. 18,2023

T3.31, at Georgia, Jan. 28,2023

T3.31, at Georgetown, Dec. 3, 2022

T5. 30, Elon, Dec. 22,2023

T5. 30, at #24/20 Clemson, Dec. 6, 2023

Highest 3-Point Field Goal Percentage (min. 10 attempts)
1.55.0 (11-20), at Kentucky, Jan. 10, 2023

2.54.5 (12-22), USC Upstate, Nov. 6, 2023

3.51.4 (18-35), George Washington, Dec. 1,2023
4.47.6 (10-21), vs. Virginia Tech, Nov.

5.46.9 (15-32), at LSU, Feb. 18,2023

Most Free Throws Made

1.22, Florida A&M, Dec. 30, 2023
2.21, SC State, Nov. 8,2022

T3.20, Notre Dame, Nov. 28, 2023
T3.20, vs. DePaul, Nov. 17,2023
T5.19, Georgia, March 4, 2023
T5.19,#16/17 Auburn, Jan. 21,2023

Most Free Throws Attempted
1.34, vs. DePaul, Nov. 17,2023
2.31, Georgia, March 4, 2023
3.30, SC State, Nov. 8,2022
4.28, Florida A&M, Dec. 30, 2023
5. 26, Miss. State, Jan. 6, 2024

Highest Free Throw Percentage (min. 10 attempts)
1.100 percent (12-12), Winthrop, Dec. 19, 2023
2.94.4 percent (17-18), at LSU, Feb. 18,2023

3.93.3 percent (14-15), #8/9 Tennessee, Jan. 7, 2023
4.87.5 percent (14-16), vs. Grand Canyon, Nov. 19, 2023
5.85.7 percent (24-28), Florida A&M, Dec. 30, 2023

Most Offensive Rebounds

1.21, VMI, Nov. 13,2023

2.19, Clemson, Nov. 11, 2022

T3. 18, Winthrop, Dec. 19, 2023

T3. 18, Eastern Michigan, Dec. 30, 2022
T5.17, Elon, Dec. 22,2023

T5.17, at Georgia, Jan. 28, 2023

T5.17, WKU, Dec. 22,2022

Most Defensive Rebounds

1. 38, at Vanderbilt, Jan. 5,2022
2.35,USC Upstate, Nov. 6, 2023
3.34, WKU, Dec. 22,2022

4.33, at Florida, Jan. 25, 2023
5.31, Clemson, Nov. 11, 2022

Most Total Rebounds

1.51, WKU, Dec. 22,2022

2.50, Clemson, Nov. 11, 2022

3. 46, Eastern Michigan, Dec. 30, 2022
T4.45,USC Upstate, Nov. 6, 2023

T4. 45, at Florida, Jan. 25, 2023

Most Personal Fouls

1. 25, at Vanderbilt, Jan. 5,2022
T2.24,vs. Grand Canyon, Nov. 19, 2023
T2.24,vs. DePaul, Nov. 17,2023
4.23,#16/17 Auburn, Jan. 21, 2023
5.22, WKU, Dec. 22,2022

Most Points

1.94, Florida A&M, Dec. 30, 2023

2. 89, George Washington, Dec. 1,2023
T3.82,USC Upstate, Nov. 6, 2023
T3.82,at LSU, Feb. 18,2023

5.80, SC State, Nov. 8,2022

Fewest Points

1.42, #8/9 Tennessee, Jan. 7, 2023
2.45,at #11/13 Tennessee, Feb. 25,2023
3.51, Miss. State, Jan. 31, 2023

T4.53, Texas A&M, Jan. 14,2023

T4.53, vs. Colorado State, Nov. 17, 2022

Most Assists

1.21, Florida A&M, Dec. 30, 2023
2.20,at LSU, Feb. 18,2023

3.19, George Washington, Dec. 1, 2023
T4.18, vs. Grand Canyon, Nov. 19, 2023
T4.18, at Missouri, Feb. 7,2023

T4.18, at Georgetown, Dec. 3,2022

Fewest Turnovers

1. 3, George Washington, Dec. 1, 2023
T2.6, Charleston Southern, Dec. 16,2023
T2.6, Presbyterian, Dec. 11,2022

T4.8, at #24/20 Clemson, Dec. 6,2023
T4. 8, Notre Dame, Nov. 28, 2023

T4. 8, USC Upstate, Nov. 25,2022

Most Turnovers

1.19, Clemson, Nov. 11, 2022
T2.18, Miss. State, Jan. 31,2023
T2.18, at Georgia, Jan. 28, 2023
T2.18, #8/9 Tennessee, Jan. 7, 2023
T5.17, vs. DePaul, Nov. 17,2023
T5.17, vs. Furman, Nov. 20, 2022

Most Blocks

1.7, vs. Davidson, Nov. 18, 2022

T2.6, George Washington, Dec. 1, 2023
T2.6, Georgia, March 4,2023

T4.5, Miss. State, Jan. 6, 2024

T4.5, Florida A&M, Dec. 30, 2023

T4.5, Winthrop, Dec. 19, 2023
T4.5,#8/9 Tennessee, Jan. 7, 2023
T4.5, SC State, Nov. 8,2022

Most Steals

1.10, #8/9 Tennessee, Jan. 7, 2023
2.9,vs. ECU, Dec. 17,2022

T3.8, vs. Virginia Tech, Nov. 10, 2023
T3. 8, Miss. State, Jan. 31,2023

T3.8, vs. Davidson, Nov. 18,2022

Most Points By Opponent

1.94, Texas A&M, Jan. 14, 2023

T2.85,at #11/13 Tennessee, Feb. 25, 2023
T2.85, #8/9 Tennessee, Jan. 7, 2023

T2.85, Colorado State, Nov. 17, 2022

T5. 84, at Vanderbilt, Jan. 5, 2023

T5. 84, at UAB, Dec. 14,2022

Fewest Points By Opponent
1.43,Elon, Dec. 22,2023

T2.53, Notre Dame, Nov. 28, 2023
T2.53,USC Upstate, Nov. 25, 2022
4.57, Presbyterian, Dec. 11, 2022
5.58, WKU, Dec. 22,2022

Most Field Goals Made By Opponent
1.36,at #11/13 Tennessee, Feb. 25,2023
T2.35,#8/9 Tennessee, Jan. 7, 2023
T2.35, Colorado State, Nov. 17,2022

4. 34, Texas A&M, Jan. 14,2023

5.31, at Florida, Jan. 25, 2023

Fewest Field Goals Made By Opponent
T1.16, Elon, Dec. 22,2023

T1. 16, Winthrop, Dec. 19, 2023

3.17, Notre Dame, Nov. 28, 2023

T4.20, vs. Grand Canyon, Nov. 19, 2023
T4.20, at Ole Miss, Feb. 11,2023

T4.20, WKU, Dec. 22,2022

Highest Opponent Field Goal Percent By Opponent
1.58.3 (35-60), Colorado State, Nov. 17,2022

2.58.1 (36-62), at #11/13 Tennessee, Feb. 25,2023
3.54.8 (34-62), Texas A&M,, Jan. 14,2023

4.52.9 (27-51), Miss. State, Jan. 31,2023

5.52.2 (24-46), Presbyterian, Dec. 11, 2022

Lowest Opponent Field Goal Percent By Opponent
1.32.0 percent (16-50), Elon, Dec. 22,2023

2.32.7 percent (17-52), Notre Dame, Nov. 28, 2023
3.34.0 percent (16-57), Winthrop, Dec. 19, 2023
4.35.6 percent (21-59), USC Upstate, Nov. 6, 2023
5.36.4 percent (20-55), WKU, Dec. 22,2022

Most Rebounds By Opponent
T1.48, Vanderbilt, Feb. 14,2023
T1.48, Texas A&M, Jan. 14, 2023
T1.48, #8/9 Tennessee, Jan. 7, 2023
4.44, at Vanderbilt, Jan. 5, 2023
5.43, Ole Miss, Jan. 17,2023

Fewest Rebounds By Opponent

1. 23, vs. Virginia Tech, Nov. 10, 2023
T2.25, Georgia, March 4,2023

T2.25, Presbyterian, Dec. 11,2022

T4.26, Miss. State, Jan. 6, 2024

T4.26, Charleston Southern, Dec. 16,2023

Most Turnovers By Opponent
T1.16, VMI, Nov. 13,2023

T1. 16, Miss. State, Jan. 31,2023
3.15,Elon, Dec. 22,2023

T4.14, Winthrop, Dec. 19, 2023

T4. 14, #8/9 Tennessee, Jan. 7, 2023
T4. 14, at Vanderbilt, Jan. 5, 2023
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GAMEGOCK BASKETBALL ASSISTANT GOAGHES & SUPPORT STAFF

> Tanner Bronson, Assistant Coach (Wisconsin, ‘08)

e Served in same capacity at Chattanooga for five seasons (2017-22) under Paris

e \Was assistant at St. Louis (2012-16) prior to joining the Mocs ; team won 103 games in his five seasons there and made three NCAA
appearances, winning a game each time

¢ \Went from manager, to walk-on to scholarship player at Wisconsin under Bo Ryan ; was on four NCAA teams (Elite Eight in 05" and Sweet Sixteen in 08’)

> Tim Buckley, Assistant Coach (Bemidji State, ‘88)

e Second season at Carolina and was previously at UNLV (2019-22) ; also was scout with the Minnesota Timberwolves (2017-19)

¢ \Was on staff for the entire Tom Crean tenure at Indiana where he was a part of two Big Ten titles (2013, 2016), four NCAA Appear-
ances, including three trips to the Sweet Sixteen ; the Hooisers went 138-69 (.667) the last six seasons he was there

¢ Has had two stints as a head coach at Ball State (2000-06) and Rockford (1989-93)

> Eddie Shannon, Assistant Coach (Florida, ‘99)

e Second season at Carolina ; spent three seasons at Chattanooga (2019-22) under Paris ; also was assistant at Canisius (2017-19)
e Played professionally overseas for 10 seasons with stops in Italy, France, Russia, Sweden, Croatia, Latvia, Greece, Australia, and Cyprus
e Four-year starter at Florida (1995-99), helping usher in the Billy Donovan era in Gainesville ; scored 1,168 career points and left as
the career leader in steals (204) ; only player in school history with 200+ steals and he was also second in assists (493)

> David McKinley, Assistant Coach (Ohio, ‘13)

¢ Second season at Carolina ; was on Paris’ staff at Chattanooga for five seasons (2017-22) in variety of roles

e Served as Director of Player Development in first season at Carolina (2022-23) ; was assistant coach for the Mocs for three seasons (2019-22)
* Played collegiately at Ohio University where he was a four-year letterwinner from 2010-13 ; team captain his last two years and
member of Bobcat team that won school record 29 games and advanced to the Sweet Sixteen

> Colby Arendale, Director of Operations (Chattanooga, ‘18)

e Second season at Carolina ; served in the same capacity at Chattanooga under Paris for the past three seasons (2019-
22)

e \Was a student manager in 2017-18 and then a graduate manager for the Mocs from 2018-19

e Recently completed his MBA

> Carey Rich, Special Assistant to the Head Coach (South Carolina, ‘95)

e First official hire of the Paris era at South Carolina ; enters his second season with the team

e Served seven years as superintendent with the City of Columbia’s Parks and Recreation Department

e Played one season at Western Carolina before returning home to finish his career with the Gamecocks (1993-95) ; scored 784
career points in Garnet & Black and dished out 340 assists in 79 games ; his 4.30 assists per game average is sixth all-time at Carolina

> Roman DiPasquale, Director of Video Services (Wisconsin, ‘11

e Second season at South Carolina ; was on the Chattanooga staff all five seasons (2017-22) under Paris serving in a
variety of roles

¢ Worked as the video coordinator at Stanford (2014-16)

e Also has stints in the NBA with Portland (2013-14) and Philadelphia (2011-12) ; was a student manager at Wisconsin

> Scott Greenawalt, Strength & Conditioning Coach (Muskingum College, ‘98

e Enters his 12th season with men’s basketball program in 2023-24 ; worked with men’s and women'’s basketball at Kansas State from
2006-12 before coming to South Carolina with head coach Frank Martin

e \Was a part of the staff for the best season in school history which culminated with a trip to the 2017 Final Four

e Worked at Cincinnati for eight years prior to his time in Manhattan ; was an all-conference linebacker in in for Muskingum College

L
\ =

Mark Jack Tada Michael Sam Jeremy Charles
Rodger Samonsky Stricklen DeBates Straker Ford Waddell
Athletic Trainer Graduate Graduate Associate Director Creative Media Sports Dietician Special Assistant
Assistant Assistant Communications Producer to the AD // Sport
& Public Relations Admin
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HOME OF SOUTH CAROLINA BASKETBALL
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GOLONIAL LIFE ARENA

HOME OF GAMECOCK BASKETBALL [COLONIAL LIFE ARENA RECORD: 239-114 (.677)]

FUN FAGTS ABOUT COLONIAL LIFE ARENA

> 16,880 cubic yards of earth moved, which is enough to fill
222 swimming pools

> 3,848 tons of steel, which would weigh equal to 96,200
quarters, which would equal $24,050

> 125 miles of cable, which would stretch between
Columbia and Folly Beach

> 1,872 tons of cooling, which would cool an average of 12
grocery stores

> 205,384 bricks and 60,137 concrete blocks, which would
stretch the entire length of Lake Murray (41 miles)

> 8,750 gallons of paint, which would paint approximately
115 average Columbia 2-story houses

> 4,781 square yards of carpet, which would carpef]
approximately the field at Williams-Brice Stadium

> 443 people working on building the arena at a given time,
\which would staff 44 fast food restaurants

> 1,158,000 man-hours to complete Colonial Life Arena
which would equal two working hours from each person|
living in the Columbia Metro area

‘Fﬂn ) . 1 i

CHRIS SILVA THROWS IN A SILVA SLAM FOR TWO OF HIS 27
POINTS THAT LED THE GAMECOCKS TO VICTORY VS. NO. 18
KENTUCKY, 76-68, ON JAN. 16, 2018. CAROLINA TRAILED BY AS
MANY AS 14 POINTS IN THE SECOND HALF.

KEY ARENA DATES/
MEMORABLE MOMENTS

> April 2001 - Construction begins

> Nov. 24,2002 - Carolina defeates ETSU,
71-66, in its first contest in the building

> Jan. 8, 2003 - The Gamecocks post a
55-49 win in the first SEC contest at the
building over Ole Miss.

> March 15, 2006 - Carolina defeats
Western Kentucky, 74-55, in the first
round of the Postseason NIT. The
Gamecocks would go on to win their
second straight NIT Championship later
that month.

> Jan. 21, 2009 - Zam Fredrick scores
on a last second lay-in to propel the
Gamecocks past Florida, 70-69, at the
buzzer. Carolina would go on to capture
the 2009 SEC Eastern Division Co-
Championship.

> Jan. 26, 2010 - Led by heralded senior
Devan Downey, Carolina posted its first
win over a No. 1 ranked opponent (AP
poll) in school history when it defeated
top-ranked Kentucky, 68-62.

> Feb. 7, 2017 - The Gamecocks would
battle Alabama into a four-overtime
contest, with the Crimson Tide
eventually closing the 90-86 win. Senior
guard Sindarius Thornwell scored 44
points and pulled down 21 rebounds in
the game. Carolina would go on to its
first Final Four in program history later
that season.

> Nov. 15, 2019 - Carolina captures its
200th victory at Colonial Life Arena with
a 90-63 win over Cleveland State.

DEVAN DOWNEY VS. KENTUCKY, JAN. 26, 2010 - HE SCORED 30
POINTS AS CAROLINA BEAT THE TOP-RANKED WILDCATS, 68-62.

SINDARIUS THORNWELL HIGH FIVES FANS AFTER SOUTH
CAROLINA’S 61-46 WIN VS. NO. 25/24 MICHIGAN ON NOV. 23,

2016.
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2023-24 GAMEGCOGCK SUPERLATIVES

GAMECOCKS’

RECORD WHEN ...

At home 9-0
On the road 1-1
At neutral sites 3-0
In overtime =
vs. Top 25 team 0-1
vs. Top 10 team =
vs. Top 5 team =
Leading at half 13-1
Trailing at half -
Tied at half -
Shooting 50% or better 4-0
Shooting between 39-49.9% 8-0
Shooting less than 39% 2-1
Opp. shooting 50% or better 1-0
Opp. shooting between 39-49.9% 7-1
Opp. shooting less than 39% 4-0
Shooting better than opp. 10-0
Shooting worse then/equal to opp. 3-1
Starters out-score opp. starter 9-0
Opp. starters score/equal more 4-1
Bench out-scores opp. bench 9-1
Opp. bench scores/equals more 4-0
Having more FTs than opp. 9-0
Having equal/less FTs than opp. 4-1
Have more TOs than opp. 6-0
Having equal/less TOs than opp. 7-1
Having more rebounds than opp. 10-0
Having equal/less rebounds than opp. 3-1
Making 6 or more 3FGs 12-1
Having 15 or more assists 7-0
Score more points in paint than opp. 7-0
Scoring equal/less points in paint than opp. 6-1
Scoring more points off TOs than opp. 7-0
Scoring equal/less points off TOs than opp. 6-1
Scoring more 2nd-chance points than opp. 12-0
Scoring equal/less 2nd-chance points than opp.  1-1
Scoring more fast break points than opp. 4-0
Scoring equal/less fast break points than opp. 9-1
Wearing White uniforms 11-0
Wearing Garnet uniforms 1-0
Wearing Black uniforms 1-1
Wearing Throwback White uniforms 4-0
Playing on live TV/live broadcast 13-1
Playing in November 6-0
Playing in December 6-1
Playing in January 1-0
Playing in February -
Playing in March -
Playing a day-game 3-0
Playing a night-game 10-1
Playing on a Monday 2-0
Playing on a Tuesday 2-0
Playing on a Wednesday 0-1
Playing on a Thursday -
Playing on a Friday 4-0
Playing on a Saturday 3-0
Playing on a Sunday 1-0
Scoring margin is 5 points or less 3-1
Margin is between 6-10 5-0
Margin is between 11-20 1-0
Margin is more than 20 4-0
Scoring 59 points or less =
Scoring 60-69 points 3-1
Scoring 70-79 points 7-0
Scoring 80-89 points 2-0
Scoring 90-99 points 1-0
Scoring 100+ points =
MISCELLANEOUS

Current streak W6
Home court streak W10*
Away streak w1
Neutral court streak W3

* - dates back to last season

Scoring Leaders '23-24 Career
Meechie Johnson 8 15*%
B.J. Mack 3 3%
Myles Stute 2 2%
Ta'Llon Cooper 2 2*
Collin Murray-Boyles 1 1
Josh Gray 1*
Zachary Davis 1
Rebounding Leaders '23-24 Career
Josh Gray 1 19*
Meechie Johnson 5 6*
B.J. Mack 5 5%
Benjamin Bosmans-Verdonk 1 2%
Ta'Lon Cooper 2 2%
Myles Stute 2 2%
Stephen Clark 1 1*
Zachary Davis 1 1
Assists Leaders '23-24 Career
Meechie Johnson 4 23*
Jacobi Wright 2 20
Ta'Lon Cooper 10 10*
Benjamin Bosmans-Verdonk 3%
Morris Ugusuk 2 2
Zachary Davis 2
B.J. Mack 1 1*
Josh Gray 1*
Blocks Leaders '23-24 Career
Josh Gray 2 23%
Stephen Clark 8 8*
B.J. Mack 7 7*
Benjamin Bosmans-Verdonk 2 7*
Zachary Davis 3 6
Myles Stute 2 2%
Morris Ugusuk 2 2
Collin Murray-Boyles 1 1
Ta'Llon Cooper 1 1*
Jacobi Wright 1 2
Steals Leaders '23-24 Career
Zachary Davis 6 15
Meechie Johnson 5 14*
Jacobi Wright 5 11
Josh Gray 4%
Benjamin Bosmans-Verdonk 4*
B.J. Mack 4 4*
Ta'Lon Cooper 3 3*
Myles Stute 2 2%
Collin Murray-Boyles 2 2
Morris Ugusuk 1 1
Double-Figure Scoring '23-24 Career
B.J. Mack 9 70
Ta'Lon Cooper 5 56
Stephen Clark 1 50
Myles Stute 10 40
Meechie Johnson 12 34
Jacobi Wright 3 14
Josh Gray 3
Zachary Davis 1 2
Benjamin Bosmans-Verdonk 1 1
Collin Murray-Boyles 1 1
Morris Ugusuk 1 1
20+ points '23-24 Career
B.J. Mack 2 22
Stephen Clark 11
Meechie Johnson 6 10
Myles Stute 1 5
Ta'Lon Cooper

Josh Gray 1
30+ points '23-24 Career
Double-Figure Rebounding '23-24 Career
Stephen Clark 11
Josh Gray 8
B.J. Mack 1 8
Ta'Lon Cooper 2
Myles Stute 1

Miscellaneous

Largest Halftime Lead

SC 28, Florida A&M, Dec. 30, 2023

Opp -

Smallest Halftime Lead

SC 1, vs. Grand Canyon, Nov. 19, 2023

Opp o

Fewest Points In First Half

SC 30, vs. Grand Canyon (11/19/23), at
#24/20 Clemson (12/6/23) & Miss.
State (1/6/24)

Opp 20, Elon, Dec. 22,2023
Most Points In First Half

SC 49, Florida A&M, Dec. 30, 2023

Opp 36, Charleston Southern, Dec. 16, 2023
Fewest Points In Second Half

SC 32, vs. DePaul, Nov. 17,2023
Opp 23, Elon, Dec. 22,2023
Most Points In Second Half

SC 47,vs.GW, Dec. 1, 2023

Opp 49, #24/20 Clemson, Dec. 6, 2023
Most Points in Overtime

SC =
Opp - .
Largest Margin of Victory
SC 32, Florida A&M, Dec. 30, 2023

Opp 5,#24/20 Clemson, Dec. 6, 2024
Smallest Margin of Victory

SC 2, vs. Virginia Tech, Nov. 10, 2023
Opp 5,#24/20 at Clemson, Dec. 6, 2023

5+ assists '23-24 Career
Ta'Lon Cooper 6 67
Stephen Clark 19
Meechie Johnson 3 12
B.J. Mack 3
Morris Ugusuk 1 1
Jacobi Wright 1
Benjamin Bosmans-Verdonk 1
3+ steals '23-24 Career
Ta'Lon Cooper 9
Stephen Clark 8
Zachary Davis 1 3
Meechie Johnson 1 3
Myles Stute 2
B.J. Mack 1 2
2+ blocks '23-24 Career
Stephen Clark 2 58
Ta'Lon Cooper 15
B.J. Mack 4 11
Josh Gray 8
Myles Stute 1
Zachary Davis 1
Double-Doubles '23-24 Career
Stephen Clark 11
B.J. Mack 1 8
Ta'Lon Cooper 6
Josh Gray 2
Myles Stute 1
Dunks '23-24 Career
Josh Gray 1 27*
Zachary Davis 3 7
Collin Murray-Boyles 5 5
Benjamin-Bosmans Verdonk 2 4*
Stephen Clark 2 2%
Myles Stute 2 2%
Meechie Johnson 1 1*
Morris Ugusuk 1 1

- tied for team lead also included

- *indicates at Carolina ONLY
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2023-24 GAME-BY-GAME

Date Result FG-A Pct 3FG-A Pct FT-A Pct O-D-Total PF Pts A TO Blk Stl Min Half
USC Upstate at 21-59 35.6% 4-16 25.0% 7-14 50.0% 6-21-27 16 53 13 11 5 11 200 28
South Carolina 11/6/23 W, 82-53 29-55 52.7% 12-22 545% 12-19 62.2% 10-35-45 18 82 16 15 4 7 200 42
&- Virginia Tech vs. 26-52  50.0% 7-22 31.8% 18-22 818% 6-17-23 12 77 13 5 1 8 200 31
South Carolina  11/10/23 W, 79-70 31-55 56.4% 10-21 47.6% 7-8 87.5%  8-22-30 16 79 16 10 2 2 200 38
VMI at 25-59 424% 4-13 30.8% 10-17 58.8% 11-29-40 22 64 11 16 5 5 200 33
South Carolina 11/13/23 W, 74-64 25-71 35.2% 7-23 304% 17-25 68.0% 21-23-44 13 74 14 9 3 10 200 41
" - DePaul vs. 23-56  41.1% 4-16 250% 18-24 750%  6-23-29 26 68 11 13 3 5 200 32
South Carolina  11/17/23 W, 73-68 24-51 47.1% 5-21 238% 20-34 588%  9-29-38 24 73 12 17 3 6 200 41
" - Grand Canyon vs. 20-51 39.2% 5-16 313% 23-27 852% 11-19-30 21 68 7 13 1 3 200 29
South Carolina  11/19/23 W, 75-68 27-50 54.0% 7-17 412% 14-16 875%  4-19-23 24 75 18 10 1 3 200 30
Notre Dame at 17-52 32.7% 6-21 28.6% 13-20 65.0% 12-24-36 20 53 ] 12 4 2 200 28
South Carolina 11/13/23 W, 65-53 19-50 38.0% 7-25 28.0% 20-26 76.9% 9-23-32 18 65 11 8 4 5 200 31
GW at 25-60 41.7% 11-22 50.0% 6-8 75.0% 11-25-36 9 67 15 10 4 3 200 32
South Carolina  12/1/23 W, 89-67 33-66 50.0% 18-35 51.4% 5-7 71.4% 9-23-32 9 89 19 3 6 7 200 42
South Carolina at 22-61 36.1%  10-30 333% 13-19 684% 10-28-38 15 67 13 8 3 5 200 30
#24/20 Clemson 12/6/23 L, 67-72 25-56  44.6% 8-18 444%  14-20 70.0%  9-33-42 16 72 13 9 7 5 200 23
South Carolina at 21-48 43.8% 9-26 346% 17-24 708%  7-28-35 17 68 13 9 4 2 200 35
ECU 12/9/23 W, 68-62 21-53  39.6% 5-17 29.4%  15-23  652%  7-25-32 18 62 8 8 2 6 200 28
Charleston Southern at 28-58 48.3% 7-18 38.9% 6-8 75.0% 7-19-26 11 69 11 5 7 4 200 36
South Carolina 12/16/23 W, 73-69 29-63 46.0% 6-25 24.0% 9-11 81.8% 15-24-39 7 73 18 6 0 3 200 39
Winthrop at 16-47 34.0% 7-21 333% 23-29 79.3% 12-20-32 14 62 13 14 6 6 200 28
South Carolina 12/19/23 W, 72-62 27-68 39.7% 6-26 23.1% 12-12 100% 18-20-38 20 72 15 10 5 6 200 33
Elon at 16-50 32.0% 2-14 143% 9-13 69.2% 7-24-31 13 43 8 15 4 4 200 20
South Carolina 12/22/23 W, 70-43 26-63 413% 830 26.7% 10-16 62.5% 17-27-44 15 70 14 10 3 7 200 30
Florida A&M 25-63 39.7% 7-13 538% 5-10 50.0% 11-19-30 18 62 12 10 4 6 200 21
South Carolina 12/30/23 W, 94-62 30-62 48.4% 10-29 34.5% 24-28 85.7% 15-29-44 9 94 21 10 5 5 200 49
Miss. State 25-52 48.1% 3-13 231% 9-14 643% 8-18-26 23 62 9 13 4 10 200 28
South Carolina  1/6/24 W, 68-62 21-52 404% 8-23 348% 18-26 69.2% 15-20-36 15 68 12 14 5 3 200 30

BOLD - home game | & - Hall of Fame Series (Charlotte, N.C.) | *- Arizona Tip-Off (Glendale, Ariz.) | * - indicates SEC conteset
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2023-24 SOUTH CAROLINA BASKETBALL

OVERALL: 13-1// SEG: 1-0 // HOME: 8-0 // AWAY: 1-1// NEUTRAL: 3-0

DATE  OPP. W/L | SCORE | REGORD (SEC) POINTS REBOUNDS ASSISTS BLOGKS STEALS ATTENDANGE
11/6/23 USC Upstate w 82-53 1-0 M. Johnson/T. Cooper (15)|  Z. Davis (8) Three tied (3) Four tied (1) Z.Davis (3) 11,216
11/10/23 VirginiaTech-& | W 79-77 2-0 M. Stute (21) B.J. Mack (6) T. Cooper (7) Z.Davis/M.Ugusuk (1) | J. Wright/Z Davis (1) 6,783
11/13/23VMI w 74-64 3-0 B.J. Mack (17) B.J. Mack (13) T. Cooper (7) Three tied (1) B.J. Mack (3) 10,449
11/17/23 DePaul -* w 73-68 4-0 M. Johnson (24) Cooper/Cray (7) T. Cooper (5) Three tied (1) Johnson/Gray (5) 3214
11/19/23 Grand Canyon -* w 75-68 5-0 BJ.Mack (27) M. Johnson (6) T.Cooper (5) S.Clark (1) Three tied (1) 2,589
11/28/23 Notre Dame w 65-53 6-0 M. Johnson (29) Cooper/Johnson (5)  T.Cooper (4) Four tied (1) Five tied (1) 15,215
12/1/23 George Wash. w 89-63 7-0 M. Johnson (24) M. Johnson (8) T. Cooper (8) S. Clark/B.J. Mack (2) Z. Davis (2) 10,936
12/6/23 at #24/20 Clemson L 67-72 7-1 M. Johnson (26) B.J. Mack (7) M. Johnson (4) Three tied (1) M. Johnson (3) 9,000
12/9/23 at East Carolina w 68-62 81 M. Johnson/M. Stute (15)| BJ.Mack (8) | T.Cooper/). Wright (3) S.Clark (3) Z.Davis/M. Johnson (1) 5,568
12/16/23 Charleston So. w 73-69 9-1 B.J. Mack (16) M. Johnson (6)| M. Ugusuk (5) None Three tied (1) 10,006
12/19/23 Wintrhop w 72-62 10-1 M. Johnson (20) B.J.Mack(7) = M.Johnson (5) B.J. Mack (2) Z. Davis/J. Wright (2) 9.455
12/22/23 Elon w 70-43 11-1 T. Cooper (17) M. Stute (8) Three tied (3) Three tied (1) J. Wright (2) 10,203
12/30/23 Florida A&M w 94-62 12-1 C. Murray-Boyles (17) S. Clark (9) M. Johnson (6) B.J. Mack (2) C.Murray-Boyles (2) 11,070
1/6/24 Miss. State w 68-62 13-1(1-0 M. Johnson (24) Three tied (6) T. Cooper (7) B.J. Mack (2) Three tied (1) 11,382

& - Hall of Fame Series (Charlotte, N.C) | " - Arizona Tip-Off (Glendale, Ariz.) | *- indicates SEC conteset | home games in bold
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GAME 1
Columbia, S.C.
Colonial Life Arena
Nov. 6,2023
Transfers make immediate im-
pact as team knocks down 12 3s

GAME 2
Charlotte, N.C.
Spectrum Center
Nov. 10, 2023
100th career victory for head
coach Lamont Paris

79

77

GAME 3
Columbia, S.C.
Colonial Life Arena
Nov. 13,2023
Mack leads way with 17 & 13
for 8th career double-double

74

64

COLUMBIA, S.C. — (AP) Meechie Johnson
and Ta'lon Cooper each scored 15 points
and South Carolina beat South Carolina Up-
state 82-53 in a season opener on Monday
night.

B.J. Mack added 13 points and Myles Stute
had 10 for South Carolina.

Justin Bailey scored 13 points and Trae
Broadnax added 10 for SC Upstate.

Bailey's 3-pointer almost 3 1/2 minutes in
gave SC Upstate its only lead of the game at
5-3.South Carolina led 42-28 at halftime and
outscored the Spartans 40-25 after intermis-
sion.

South Carolina leads the overall series 8-1,
including 4-1 in Columbia. The 29-point win
nearly doubles the previous average of 15.4
points per game for margin of victory the
Gamecocks have over SC Upstate.

South Carolina's four transfers (Cooper,
Mack, Stute and Stephen Clark) entered hav-
ing played a combined 430 games at the
Division I level with 299 starts among them.
The entire team’s 480 combined Division |
starts ranks third in the Southeastern Con-
ference behind only Mississippi State (514)
and Texas A&M (502) entering this season.

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — (AP) B.J. Mack made the
go-ahead basket with 20 seconds left and
South Carolina prevented Virginia Tech from
getting off a shot on its next possession and
the Gamecocks beat the Hokies 79-77 on Fri-
day night.

In the first game played between the pro-
grams since 1997, Myles Stute scored 21
points shooting 7 for 11 including 5 for 6
from 3-point range, Mack scored 19 and se-
cured six rebounds, Talon Cooper and reserve
Jacobi Wright each scored 12 and Meechie
Johnson scored 11 for the Gamecocks (2-0).

On his game winner, Mack methodically
backed down Mylyjael Poteat on the left side,
drove to the baseline and converted the re-
verse layup. Following a Hokies (1-1) timeout,
South Carolina disrupted a dribble-handoff
attempt a few feet beyond the 3-point line to
force a turnover to all but end it.

Mack missed the front end of a 1-and-1 with
two seconds left, and an errant heave at-
tempt by the Hokies sealed it.

Sean Pedulla scored 26 points, Hunter Catoor
13 and Lynn Kidd 12 for Virginia Tech.

COLUMBIA, S.C. — (AP) B.J. Mack scored 17
points and grabbed 13 rebounds to lead South
Carolina to a 74-64 victory over VMI on Mon-
day night.

Mack, a 6-foot-8 forward transfer from Wof-
ford, shot 5 of 11 from the floor and made 6
of 7 free throws. Meechie Johnson added 13
points and Myles Stute had 10 for South Car-
olina, which is 3-0 for the first time since the
2019-2020 season.

Mack scored five points and Stute added four
during a 16-7 run to open the second half that
stretched the Gamecocks' lead to 57-40 with
13:48 to play. It was their largest lead of the
game. Jacobi Wright, who finished with nine
points, ended the surge with a 3-pointer.

VMI had a 10-2 run to pull to 70-62 with 1:34
left but couldn't get closer.

Freshman reserve Tyran Cook scored 16 points
on 6-o0f-11 shooting to lead VMI (1-2). DJ Nuss-
baum made 6 of 9 field goals for 14 points.
Koree Cotton added 10 points for the Keydets.

South Carolina led for most of the first half and
by as many 14 points, building a 41-33 advan-
tage at the break. Mack scored eight points and
Johnson chipped in seven in the first half.
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GAME 4
Glendale, Ariz.
Desert Diamond Arena
Nov. 17,2023
Transfers make immediate im-
pact as team knocks down 12 3s

68

GAME 5
Glendale, Ariz.
Desert Diamond Arena
Nov. 19, 2023
Mack scores 21 of 27 in second
half to lead Gamecocks to title

75

68

GAME 6
Columbia, S.C.
Colonial Life Arena
Nov. 28,2023
Johnson scores career-high 29
points on 9-of-15 shooting

65

53

GLENDALE, Ariz. (AP) — Meechie Johnson
scored 24 points Friday night and South Caroli-
na never trailed in its 73-68 win over DePaul at
the Arizona Tip-Off.

South Carolina (4-0) is off to its best start since
the 2016-17 team, which lost 77-73 to Gonzaga
in the Final Four, won its first eight games.

Johnson scored 12 points in a 20-6 run that
gave the Gamecocks a 24-10 lead when he
capped the spurt with a jumper and then a
three-point play midway through the first half.
South Carolina took a nine-point lead into inter-
mission and stretched its lead to 58-44 when
Benjamin Bosmans-Verdonk made a layup with
12:18 to play.

Elijah Fisher and KT. Raimey each hit a 3-point-
er as the Blue Demons scored 11 of 14 points
to trim their deficit to six with 5 minutes to
go and Da'Sean Nelson hit 1 of 2 free throws
to make it 67-62 with 2:35 remaining. Johnson
answered with two free throws 13 seconds and
the Gamecocks, who shot just 59% (20 of 34)
from the charity stripe, made 4 of 6 from the
foul line from there to seal it.

Chico Carter Jr. — a native of Columbia and a
graduate transfer from South Carolina—scored
24 points on 8-of-13 shooting for DePaul (1-3).

Zachary Davis added 10 points for the Game-
cocks.

GLENDALE, Ariz. (AP) — B.J. Mack hit four 3-point-
ers and scored 27 points — 21 in the second half
— to help South Carolina beat Grand Canyon 75-
68 Sunday to win the Cactus Division at the Arizo-
na Tip-Off.

Mack made 7 of 12 from the field and 9 of 9 from
the free-throw line. Myles Stute scored 12 points
and Jacobi Wright added 10 — including two bas-
kets in the final 2-plus minutes — on 4-of-5 shoot-
ing for South Carolina (5-0).

Gabe McGlothan made two free throws to open
the scoring in the second half and give Grand
Canyon a 31-30 lead but Mack answered with a
3-pointer that gave South Carolina the lead for
good with 19:29 to play and the Lopes trailed the
rest of the way.

Mack made a layup and then hit two free throws
to stretch the lead to 54-43 midway through the
second half but Collin Moore hit a 3-pointer to
spark a 14-5 that trimmed Grand Canyon’s defi-
cit to two points with 5:32 remaining. Mack hit
a 3-pointer and made three free throws after he
was fouled on another 3-point shot to make it 67-
58 with 4 minutes to go.

McGlothan led Grand Canyon (3-1) with 18 points,
Tyon Grant-Foster scored 16, Moore 15 and Ray
Harrison added 12.

COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) — Meechie Johnson
scored a career-high 29 points and B.J. Mack
scored 17 points and South Carolina used the
second half to distance itself from Notre Dame
and beat the Irish 65-53 on Tuesday nightin an
ACC/SEC Challenge contest.

South Carolina (6-0) is off to its best start since
former coach Frank Martin took the program to
the Final Fourin 2017.

Johnson finished 9-for-15 shooting, Mack was
6 for 15 and the rest of the Gamecocks went 4
for 20. South Carolina made 38% (19 of 50) of
its shot attempts.

Trae Davis scored 15 points, J.R. Konieczny 11
and Julian Roper Il 10 for Notre Dame (3-3).

South Carolina capitalized on Notre Dame’s
1-for-13 shooting stretch in the second half,
and when Johnson made a pull-up bank shotin
the lane, the Gamecocks reached their biggest
lead to that point, 48-41, with 8:23 left. Less
than a minute later, Johnson made a 3-pointer
and the Gamecocks led by double figures for
most of the remainder.

Braeden Shrewsberry gave Notre Dame its last
lead at 40-38 with 14:14 left. South Carolina led
31-28 at halftime.
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