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Forew ord 

Maldives Civil Avia tion  Authority, in  exercise  of the  powers confe rred  on  it under Articles  
5 and  6 of the  Mald ives Civil Avia tion  Act 2/2012 has adopted  th is Regula tion . 
 
This Regula tion  sha ll be  cited  as MCAR-1 Defin itions and  Abbrevia tions and  sha ll com e 
in  to  force  on  20 February 2022.  
 
This regu la tion  conta ins the  de fin itions of the  te rm s used  in  othe r civil avia tion  
regula tions issued  by the  Mald ives Civil Avia tion  Authority.  
 
Existing de fin itions and  abbrevia tions in  the  fie ld  of civil avia tion  as listed  in  MCAR-1 
Defin itions and  Abbrevia tions da ted  30 Septem ber 2020 will be  repea led  as from  20 
February 2022. 
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MCAR-1.1 Abbrev iat ions and Sym bols 
 

  A 
 ACAS Airborne  Collision  Avoidance  System  
 AD Airworth iness Directive  
 ADFR Autom atic Deployable  Fligh t Recorder 
 ADIZ Air Defence  Identifica tion  Zone  
 ADS-B Autom atic Dependent Surve illance  Broadcast 
 ADS-C Autom atic Dependent Surve illance  Contract 
 AFM  Aircra ft Fligh t Manua l 
 AFS Aeronautica l Fixed  Se rvice  
 AFTM  Air Tra ffic Flow Managem ent 
 AFTN Aeronautica l Fixed  Te lecom m unica tion  Ne twork 
 AICC Accident Investiga tion  Coordina tion  Com m ittee  
 AIM  Aeronautica l Inform ation  Managem ent 
 AIP Aeronautica l Inform ation  Pub lica tion  
 AIRAC Aeronautica l Inform ation  Regula tion  and  Control 
 AIS Aeronautica l Inform ation  Service  
 AM A Area  Minim um  Altitude  
 AM C Acceptable  Means of Com pliance  
 AM D Aerodrom e Mapping Da ta  
 AM DB Aerodrom e Mapping Da tabase  
 ANSP Air Naviga tion  Service  Provider 
 AOC Air Opera tor Certifica te  
 APU Auxilia ry Power Unit  
 APV Approach  Procedure  with  Vertica l Guidance  
 ASDA Acce le ra te -Stop  Distance  Ava ilab le  
 ASE Altim etry System  Error 
 ATC Air Tra ffic Control 
 ATIS Autom atic Term ina l Inform ation  Service  
 ATM  Air Tra ffic Managem ent 
 ATS Air Tra ffic Se rvice  
   
  B 
 BITD Basic Instrum ent Tra in ing Device  
   
  C 
 CAA Maldives Civil Avia tion  Authority 
 CAD Civil Avia tion  Departm ent 
 CAS Calibra ted  Airspeed  
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 CAT 1 Com m ercia l Air Transport 
 CDFA Continuous Descent Fina l Approach  
 CDL Configura tion  Devia tion  List 
 CM V Converted  Meteorologica l Visib ility 
 CPDLC Controlle r-Pilot Da ta  Link Com m unica tions 
 CRC Cyclic Redundancy Check 
 CS Certifica tion  Specifica tions 
 CVS Com bined  Vision  System  
   
  D 
 DA Decision  Altitude  
 D-ATIS Data  Link-Autom atic Term ina l Inform ation  Service  
 DEM  Digita l Eleva tion  Mode l 
 DH Decision  He ight 
 DOA Design  Organisa tion  Approva l  
 DPATO Defined  Poin t Afte r Take-Off 
 DPBL Defined  Poin t Before  Landing 
   
  E 
 EASA European  Avia tion  Safe ty Agency 
 EDTO Extended  Diversion  Tim e  Opera tions 
 EFB Electronic Fligh t Bag 
 ELT Em ergency Loca tor Transm itte r 
 ERA En-Route  Alte rna te  
 EVS Enhanced  Vision  System  
   
  F 
 FAA Federa l Avia tion  Adm inistra tion  
 FAS Fina l Approach  Segm ent 
 FATO Fina l Approach  and  Take-Off Area  
 FDM  Flight Da ta  Monitoring 
 FDP Flight Duty Period  
 FFS Full Fligh t Sim ula tor 
 FI Flight Instructor 
 FNPT Flight And Naviga tion  Procedures Tra ine r 
 FRM S Fatigue  Risk Managem ent System  
 FSTD Flight Sim ula tion  Tra in ing Device  
 FTD Flight Tra in ing Device  

                                                
1 Diffe ren t from  CAT I, CAT II, CAT IIIA, CAT IIIB. 
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  G 
 GLS GBAS landing system  
 GM Guidance  Mate ria l 
   
  H 
 HHO Helicopte r hoist opera tion  
 HoT Hold-over tim e  
 HUD Head-up  d isp lay 
 HUDLS Head-up  guidance  landing system  
   
  I 
 IAP Instrum ent Approach  Procedure  
 IAVW In te rna tiona l Airways Volcano Watch  
 ICAO In te rna tiona l Civil Avia tion  Organisa tion  
 IFR Instrum ent Fligh t Rules 
 ILS Instrum ent Landing System  
 IM C Instrum ent Meteorologica l Conditions 
   
  J 
 JAA Join t Avia tion  Authorit ie s 
 JRCC Join t Rescue  Coordina tion  Centre  
   
  L 
 LAPL Light Aircra ft Pilot Licence  
 LDA Landing Distance  Ava ilab le  
 LDP Landing Decision  Poin t 
 LVP Low Visib ility Procedures 
 LVTO Low Visib ility Take-Off 
   
  M 
 M APT Missed  Approach  Poin t 
 M CAA Maldives Civil Avia tion  Authority 
 M CAR Maldivian  Civil Avia tion  Regula tion  
 M CC Multi-Crew Coopera tion  
 M DA Minim um  Descent Altitude  
 M DH Minim um  Descent He ight 
 M EA Minim um  En-Route  Altitude  
 M EL Minim um  Equipm ent List 
 M M EL Maste r Minim um  Equipm ent List 
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 M OCA Minim um  Obstacle  Clea rance  Altitude  
 M OPSC Maxim um  Opera tiona l Passenger Sea ting Configura tion  
   
  N 
 NDB Non-directiona l Beacon  
 NOF In te rna tiona l NOTAM office  
 NPA Non-precision  approa ch  
 NVG Night vision  goggles  
 NVIS Night vision  im aging system  
   
  O 
 OCA Obstacle  clea rance  a ltitude  
 OCH Obstacle  clea rance  he ight 
 OFC Obstacle  Free  Zone  
 OTD Other tra in ing device  
   
  P 
 PBC Perform ance-Based  Com m unica tion  
 PBN Perform ance-Based  Naviga tion  
 PBS Perform ance-Based  Surve illance  
 PF Pilot Flying 
 PIB Pre-Flight Inform ation  Bulle tin  
 PICUS Pilot-In-Com m and Under Supervision  
 PIS Public In te rest Site  
 PNF Pilot Not Flying 
 POA Production  Organisa tion  Approva l 
   
  Q 
 QTG Qualifica tion  te st gu ide  
   
  R 
 RCC Rescue  Coordina tion  Centre  
 RCP Required  Com m unica tion  Perform ance  
 RNAV Area  Naviga tion  
 RNP Required  Naviga tion  Perform ance  
 RPA Rem ote ly Piloted  Aircra ft 
 RPAS Rem ote ly Piloted  Aircra ft System  
 RSC Rescue  Subcentre  
 RSP Required  Surve illance  Perform ance  
 RVR Runway Visua l Range  
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  S 
 SAp Stabilized  Approach  
 SB Service  Bulle tin  
 SM S Safe ty Managem ent System  
 SPIC Student Pilot-In-Com m and 
 SRR Search  And Rescue  Region  
 SSP Sta te  Safe ty Program m e 
 SVS Synthe tic Vision  System  
   
  T 
 TAA Term ina l Arriva l Altitude  
 TCAC Tropica l Cyclone  Advisory Centre  
 TDP Take-Off Decision  Poin t 
 TI Technica l Instructions 
 TLOF Touchdown And Lift-Off Area  
 TLS Targe t Leve l of Sa fe ty 
 TM G Touring Motor Glide r 
 TODA Take-Off Distance  Ava ilab le  
 TORA Take-Off Run Ava ilab le  
 TSO Technica l Standard  Order 
 TVE Tota l Vertica l Error 
   
  U 
 ULR Ultra  Long Range  Ope ra tions 
   
  V 
 VAAC Volcanic Ash  Advisory Centre  
 VFR Visua l Fligh t Rules 
 VHF Very High  Frequency 
 VLOS Visua l Line -Of-Sight 
 VM C Visua l Meteorologica l Conditions  
   
  W 
 WAFC World  Area  Forecast Centre  
 WAFS World  Area  Forecast System  
 WOCL Window Of Circadian  Low 
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MCAR-1.2 General  Def in i t ions 
 
 

 Accelerat e-st op 
dist ance avai lable 
(ASDA) 

The  le ngth  of the  take-off run  ava ilab le  p lus the  length  of stopway, 
if such  stopway is decla red  ava ilab le  by the  Sta te  of the  ae rodrom e 
and  is  capable  of be a ring the  m ass of the  ae roplane  under the  
preva iling opera ting conditions  

 Accept able m eans of  
com pl iance (AM C) 

Non-binding standards adopted  by CAA to illustra te  m eans to  
estab lish  com pliance  with  th is Regula tion  and  its  Im plem enting 
Rules 

 Accept ance check l ist  A docum ent used  to  assist in  ca rrying out a  check on  the  exte rna l 
appearance  of packages of dangerous goods and  the ir a ssocia ted  
docum ents to  de te rm ine  tha t a ll appropria te  requirem ents have  
been  m et with  

 Accept ed/ Accept able Not objected  to  by CAA as su itab le  for the  purpose  in tended .  

(Source: Annex III to regulation (EC) No 1899/2006 of the European 
parliament and of the council of 12 December 2006) 

 Accept ing un i t  Air traffic control unit next to take control of an aircraft 

 Accident  An occurrence associated with the operation of an aircraft which, 
in the case of a manned aircraft, takes place between the time any 
person boards the aircraft with the intention of flight until such 
time as all such persons have disembarked, or in the case of an 
unmanned aircraft, takes place between the time the aircraft is 
ready to move with the purpose of flight unt il such time as it comes 
to rest at the end of the flight and the primary propulsion system 
is shut down, in which: 
 
(a) a person is fatally or seriously injured as a result of: 
 

1. being in the aircraft, or 
2. direct contact with any part of the aircraft, including parts 

which have become detached from the aircraft, or 
3. direct exposure to jet blast,  

 
except when the injuries are from natural causes, self-inflicted 
or inflicted by other persons, or when the injuries are to 
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s towaways h id ing ou tside  the  a reas norm ally ava ilab le  to  the  
passengers and  crew; or 

 
(b) the  a ircra ft susta ins dam age  or structura l fa ilure  which: 
 

1. adverse ly a ffects the  structura l strength , pe rform ance  or 
fligh t characte ristics of the  a ircraft, and 

2. would  norm ally require  m ajor repa ir or rep lacem ent of the  
a ffected  com ponent, 

 
except for engine  fa ilure  or dam age , when the  dam age  is  
lim ited  to  a  single  engine , (including its  cowlings or 
accessories), to  prope lle rs, wing tips, an tennas, p robes, vanes, 
tire s, b rakes, whee ls, fa irings, pane ls, landing gear doors, 
windscreens, the  a ircra ft skin  (such  as sm all dents or puncture  
holes), or for m inor da m ages to  m ain ta in  rotor b lades, ta il rotor 
b lades, landing gear, and  those  resu lting from  ha il or b ird  strike  
(including holes in  the  radom e); or 

 
(c) the  a ircra ft is  m issing or is  com ple te ly inaccessib le . 
 

Note:  An aircraft is considered to be missing when the official 
search has been terminated and the wreckage has not been 
located. 

 Accident  Invest igat ion 
Coordinat ion 
Com m it t ee (AICC) 

Appoin ted  by the  Ministe r for Civil Avia tion  and  em powered  to 
conduct an  a ircra ft accident/ incident investiga tion  under the  
control of the  investiga tor-in-charge  

 Accl im at ised That a  crew m em ber is  conside red  to  be  a cclim atised  to  a  2-hour 
wide  tim e  zone  surrounding the  loca l tim e  of h is/he r poin t of 
departure . Whe n the  loca l tim e  of the  p lace  where  a  du ty 
com m ences d iffe rs by m ore  than  2 hours from  that a t the  p lace  
where  a  du ty ends, the  crew m em ber is  conside red  to  be  
acclim atised  in  accordance  with  the  va lue s in  the  tab le  be low for 
the  ca lcu la tion  of the  m axim um  da ily FDP. 
 

Tim e  d iffe rence  (h ) 
be tween  re fe rence  tim e 
and  loca l tim e  where  the  
crew m em ber sta rts  the  
subsequen t du ty 

Tim e  e lapsed  since  reporting a t re fe rence  tim e  
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 <48 
48-
71:59 

71-
95:59 

96-
119:59 

≥120  

<4 B D D D D 
≤6  B X D D D 
≤9  B X X D D 
≤12  B X X X D 

 
‘B’  m eans acclim atised  to  the  loca l tim e  of the  departu re  tim e  zone , 
‘D’  m eans acclim atised to the  loca l tim e where  the  crew m em ber sta rts 
h is/he r  subsequen t du ty, and  
‘X’  m eans tha t a  crew m em ber is  in  an  unknown sta te  of acclim atisa tion  

 Accom m odat ion  For the purpose of standby and split duty, a quiet and comfortable place not open 
to the public with the ability to control light and temperature, equipped with 
adequate furniture that provides a crew member with a possibility to sleep, with 
enough capacity to accommodate all crew members present at the same time and 
with access to food and drink. 

 Accr edi t ed m edical  
conclusion  

The  conclusion  rea ched  by one  or m ore  m edica l expe rts 
acceptab le  CAA for the  purposes of the  case  concerned , in  
consulta tion  with  fligh t opera tions or othe r experts a s necessa ry. 

 Accr edi t ed 
Represen t at ive 

A person  designa te d  by a  Sta te , on  the  basis of h is or he r 
qua lifica tions, for the  purpose  of pa rticipa ting in  an  investiga tion  
conducted  by anothe r Sta te . The  accredited  representa tive  would  
norm ally be  from  the  Sta te ’s accident investiga tion  au thority. 

 Accuracy  A degree  of conform ance  be tween the  es tim a ted  or m easured  
va lue  and  the  true  va lue . 
 
Note: For measured positional data the accuracy is normally 
expressed in terms of a distance from a stated position within which 
there is a defined confidence of the true position falling. 

 Acrobat ic f l ight  Manoeuvres intentionally performed by an aircraft involving an 
abrupt change in its att itude, an abnormal att itude, or an 
abnormal variation in speed. 

 Act s of  un law fu l  
in t er f er ence 

These are acts or attempted acts such as to jeopardize the safety 
of civil aviation and air transport, i.e.: 
 
− unlawful se izure  of a ircra ft in  fligh t, 
− unlawful se izure  of a ircra ft on  the  ground, 
− hostage-taking on  board  an  a ircraft or on  ae rodrom es, 
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− forcib le  in trusion  on  board  an  a ircra ft, a t an  a irport or on  the  
prem ises of an  ae ronautica l facility, 

− in troduction  on  board  an  a ircra ft or a t an  a irport of a  weapon 
or haza rdous device  or m a te ria l in tended  for crim ina l 
purposes, 

− com m unica tion  of fa lse  inform ation  as to  jeopard ize  the  sa fe ty 
of an  a ircra ft in  fligh t  or on  the  ground, of passengers, crew, 
ground  pe rsonne l or the  ge nera l public, a t an  a irport or on  the  
prem ises of a  civil avia tion  facility. 

 Adequat e aerodrom e An aerodrom e on  which  the  a ircra ft can be  opera ted , taking 
account of the  applicable  pe rform ance  requirem ents and  runwa y 
characte ristics 

 ADS-C agr eem ent  A reporting p lan  which  e stab lishes the  conditions of ADS-C da ta  
reporting (i.e . da ta  required  by the  a ir tra ffic se rvices unit and  frequency 
of ADS-C reports which  have  to be  agreed  to prior to  using ADS-C in  the  
provision  of a ir tra ffic se rvices). 
 
Note: The terms of the agreement will be exchanged between the ground 
system and the aircraft by means of a contract, or a series of contracts. 

 Advect ion  The horizontal transfer of air mass properties by the velocity field 
of the atmosphere 

 Advect ion  f og Fog which forms in the lower part of a warm moist air mass moving 
over a colder surface (land or water). 

 Adviser  A person appointed by a State, on the basis of his or her 
qualifications, for the purpose of assisting its accredited 
representative in an investigation. 

 Advisory  air space An airspace of defined dimensions, or designated route, within 
which air traffic advisory service is available. 

 Advisory  rou t e A designated route along which air traffic advisory service is 
available. 

 Aer ial  w ork  An aircraft operation in which an aircraft is used for specialized 
services such as agriculture, construction, photography, surveying, 
observation and patrol, search and rescue, aerial advertisement, 
etc. 
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 Aerobat ic f l ight  An in ten tiona l m anoeuvre  involving an  abrupt change  in  an  
a ircra ft’s a ttitude , an  abnorm al a ttitude , or abnorm al acce le ra tion , 
not necessa ry for norm al fligh t or for instruction  for licences or 
ra tings othe r than  the  ae roba tic ra ting 

 Aerodrom e A defined  a rea  on  land  or wa te r (including any bu ild ings, 
insta lla tions and  equipm ent) in tended  to  be  used  e ithe r wholly or 
in  pa rt for the  a rriva l, departure  and  surface  m ovem ent of a ircraft. 

 Aerodrom e Beacon aeronautica l beacon used  to  ind ica te  the  loca tion  of an  ae rodrom e 
from  the  a ir. 

 Aerodrom e 
cl im at ological  
sum m ary 

Concise  sum m ary of specified  m eteorologica l e lem ents a t an  
ae rodrom e, based  on  sta tistica l da ta . 

 Aerodrom e 
cl im at ological  t able. 

Table  provid ing sta tistica l da ta  on  the  obse rved  occurrence  of one  
or m ore  m eteorologica l e lem ents a t an  ae rodrom e 

 Aerodrom e Cer t i f icat e A certifica te  issued  by the  appropria te  au thority under applicable  
regula tions for the  opera tion  of an  ae rodrom e. 

 Aerodrom e con t rol  
serv ice 

Air tra ffic control se rvice  for ae rodrom e traffic. 

 Aerodrom e con t rol  
t ow er  

A unit e stab lished  to  provide  a ir tra ffic control se rvice  to  
ae rodrom e tra ffic. 

 Aerodrom e elevat ion. The  e leva tion  of the  h ighest poin t of the  landing a rea . 

 Aerodrom e 
iden t i f icat ion  sign  

A sign  p laced  on  an  ae rodrom e to a id  in  ide ntifying the  ae rodrom e 
from  the  a ir. 

 Aerodrom e m apping 
dat a (AM D) 

Data  collected  for the  purpose  of com piling ae rodrom e m apping 
inform ation  for ae ronautica l uses. 
 
Note.— Aerodrome mapping data are collected for purposes that 
include the improvement of the user’s situational awareness, surface 
navigation operations, training, charting and planning. 

 Aerodrom e m apping 
dat abase (AM DB) 

A collection of aerodrome mapping data organized and arranged 
as a structured data set. 

 Aerodrom e 
m et eorological  of f ice 

An office designated to provide meteorological service for 
aerodromes serving international air navigation. 
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 Aerodrom e 
m et eorological  st at ion  

A sta tion  designa ted  to  m ake  obse rvations and  m eteorologica l 
reports for use  in  in te rna tiona l a ir naviga tion . 

 Aerodrom e operat ing 
m in im a 

The  lim its of usability of an  ae rodrom e for: 
(a ) take -off, expressed  in  te rm s of runway visua l range  and/or 

visib ility and , if necessa ry, cloud  conditions; 
(b) landing in  precision  approach  and  landing opera tions, 

expressed  in  te rm s of visib ility and/or runway visua l range  and  
decision  a ltitude /he ight (DA/H) as appropria te  to  the  ca tegory 
of the  opera tion ; 

(c) landing in  approach  and  landing opera tions with  ve rtica l 
gu idance , expressed  in  te rm s of visib ility and/or runway visua l 
range  and  decision  a ltitude /he ight (DA/H); and  

(d) landing in  non-precision  approach  and  landing opera tions, 
expressed  in  te rm s of visib ility and/or runway visua l range , 
m in im um  descent a ltitude /he ight (MDA/H) and , if necessa ry, 
cloud  cond itions. 

 Aerodrom e ref erence 
point . 

The  designa ted  geographica l loca tion  of an  ae rodrom e. 

 Aerodrom e t raf f ic. All tra ffic on  the  m aneuvering a rea  of an  ae rodrom e and  a ll a ircra ft 
flying in  the  vicin ity of an  ae rodrom e. 
 
Note: An aircraft is in the vicinity of an aerodrome when it is in, 
entering or leaving an aerodrome traffic circuit. 

 Aerodrom e t raf f ic 
densi t y  

(a) Light. Where the number of movements in the mean busy hour 
is not greater than 15 per runway or typically less than 20 total 
aerodrome movements. 

(b) Medium. Where the number of movements in the mean busy 
hour is of the order of 16 to 25 per runway or typically between 
20 to 35 total aerodrome movements. 

(c) Heavy. Where the number of movements in the mean busy 
hour is of the order of 26 or more per runway or typically more 
than 35 total aerodrome movements. 
 

Note 1. — The number of movements in the mean busy hour is the 
arithmetic mean over the year of the number of movements in the 
daily busiest hour. 
Note 2. — Either a take-off or a landing constitutes a movement. 
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 Aeronaut ical  beacon An aeronautica l ground ligh t visib le  a t  a ll azim uths, e ithe r 
continuously or in te rm itten tly, to  designa te  a  pa rticu la r poin t on  
the  surface  of the  ea rth . 

 Aeronaut ical  char t  A representa tion  of a  portion  of the  Earth , its  cu lture  and  re lie f, 
specifica lly designa te d  to  m ee t the  require m ents of a ir naviga tion . 
Aircra ft stand . A designa ted  a rea  on  an  apron  in tende d  to  be  used  
for pa rking an  a ircraft. 

 Aeronaut ical  dat a A representa tion  of ae ronautica l facts, concepts or instructions in  
a  form alized  m anner su itab le  for com m unica tion , in te rpre ta tion  
or processing. 

 Aeronaut ical  f ix ed 
serv ice (AFS) 

A te lecom m unica tion  se rvice  be tween  specified  fixed  poin ts 
provided  prim arily for the  sa fe ty of a ir naviga tion  and  for the  
regula r, e fficien t and  econom ica l opera tion  of a ir se rvices. 

 Aeronaut ical  f ix ed 
t elecom m unicat ion 
net w or k  (AFTN) 

A worldwide  system  of ae ronautica l fixed  circu its  provided , a s pa rt 
of the  ae ronautica l fixed  se rvice , for the  exchange  of m essages 
and/or d igita l da ta  be tween ae ronautica l fixed  sta tions having the  
sam e  or com patib le  com m unica tions characte ristics. 

 Aeronaut ical  ground 
l igh t  

Any ligh t specia lly provided  as an  a id  to  a ir naviga tion , othe r than  
a  ligh t d isp layed  on  a n  a ircra ft. 

 Aeronaut ical  
In form at ion Ci r cu lar  
(AIC). 

A notice  conta in ing inform ation  tha t does not qua lify for the  
origina tion  of a  NOTAM or for inclusion  in  the  AIP, bu t which  
re la tes to  fligh t sa fe ty, a ir naviga tion , technica l, adm inistra tive  or 
legisla tive  m atte rs. 

 Aeronaut ical  
in f orm at ion  
m anagem ent  (AIM ) 

The  dynam ic, in tegra ted  m anagem ent of aeronautica l in form ation  
through the  provision  and  exchange  of qua lity-assured  d igita l 
ae ronautica l da ta  in  collabora tion  with  a ll pa rtie s. 

 Aeronaut ical  
In form at ion 
Publ icat ion (AIP) 

A publica tion  issued  by or with  the  au thority of a  Sta te  and  
conta in ing ae ronautica l in form ation  of a  lasting characte r 
e ssentia l to  a ir navigation . 

 Aeronaut ical  
in f orm at ion  Serv ice 
(AIS) 

A service  estab lished  with in  the  de fined  a rea  of coverage  
responsib le  for the  provision  of ae ronautica l da ta  and  
ae ronautica l in form ation  necessa ry for the  safe ty, regula rity and  
e fficiency of a ir naviga tion . 
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 Aeronaut ical  
in f orm at ion. 

Inform ation  resu lting from  the  assem bly, ana lysis and  form atting 
of ae ronautica l da ta . 

 Aeronaut ical  m obi le 
serv ice (RR S1.32) 

A m obile  se rvice  be tween ae ronautica l sta tions and  a ircraft 
sta tions, or be tween a ircra ft sta tions, in  which  surviva l cra ft 
sta tions m ay participa te ; em ergency position-indica ting rad io 
beacon sta tions m ay a lso pa rticipa te  in  th is se rvice  on  designa ted  
d istress and  em ergency frequencies. 

 Aeronaut ical  st at ion 
(RR S1.81) 

A land  sta tion  in  the  ae ronautica l m obile  se rvice . In  ce rta in  
instances, an  ae ronautica l sta tion  m ay be  loca ted , for exam ple , on  
board  sh ip  or on  a  p la tform  a t sea . 

 Aeronaut ical  
t elecom m unicat ion 
st at ion  

A sta tion  in  the  ae ronautica l te lecom m unica tion  se rvice . 

 Aeroplane A power-driven  heavie r-than-a ir a ircra ft, de riving its  lift  in  fligh t 
ch ie fly from  ae rodynam ic reactions on  surfaces which  rem ain  
fixed  under given  conditions of fligh t. 

 Aeroplane r eference 
f ield lengt h  

The  m inim um  fie ld  length  re quired  for take -off a t m axim um  
certifica ted  take-off m ass, sea  leve l, standard  a tm ospheric 
conditions, still a ir and  ze ro runway slope , a s shown in  the  
appropria te  ae roplane  fligh t m anua l prescribed  by the  
ce rtifica ting au thority or equiva len t da ta  from  the  ae roplane  
m anufacture r. Fie ld  length  m eans ba lanced  fie ld  le ngth  for 
ae roplanes, if applicable , or take -off d istance  in  othe r cases.  
 
Note — Attachment A, Section 2 provides information on the concept 
of balanced field length and the Airworthiness Manual (Doc 9760) 
contains detailed guidance on matters related to take-off distance. 

 Aeroplane r equi red t o 
be operat ed w it h  a co-
pi lot  

A type of aeroplane which is required to be operated with a co-
pilot as specified in the flight manual or by the air operator 
certificate 

 Aided n igh t  v ision 
im aging syst em  (NVIS) 
f l igh t  

In the case of NVIS operations, that portion of a visual flight rules 
(VFR) flight performed at night when a crew member is using night 
vision goggles (NVG) 

 AIP Am endm ent  Permanent changes to the information contained in the AIP. 

 AIP Supplem ent  Temporary changes to the information contained in the AIP which 
are published by means of special pages. 
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 Aeronaut ical  
in f orm at ion  regulat ion 
and con t rol  (AIRAC) 

A system  a im ed a t advance  notifica tion , based  on  com m on  
e ffective  dates, of circum stances tha t necessita te  sign ificant 
changes in  opera ting practices. 

 Airborne Entire ly supported  by ae rodynam ic forces.  
(Source : EASA Executive  Director (ED) Decis ion  2003/11/RM da ted  
05/11/2003-CS defin itions) 

 Airborne col l ision 
avoidance syst em  
(ACAS) 

An a ircra ft system  based  on  secondary surve illance  radar (SSR) 
transponder signa ls  which  opera te  independe ntly of ground 
based  equipm ent to  provide  advice  to  the  p ilot on  poten tia l 
conflicting a ircra ft tha t a re  equipped  with  SSR transponders. 

 Air craf t  Any m achine  tha t can  de rive  support in  the  a tm osphere  from  the  
reactions of the  a ir othe r than  the  reactions of the  a ir aga inst the  
ea rth’s surface . 

 Air craf t  — cat egory  Classifica tion  of a ircra ft accord ing to  specified  basic 
characte ristics, e .g. ae roplane , he licopte r, glide r, free  ba lloon  

 Air craf t  classi f icat ion   
num ber  (ACN) 

A num ber expressing the  re la tive  e ffect of an  a ircraft on  a  
pavem ent for a  specified  standard  subgrade  ca tegory. (Applicable  
until 27 Novem ber 2024) 
 
Note — The aircraft classification number is calculated with respect to 
the center of gravity (CG) position which yields the critical loading on 
the critical gear. Normally the aftmost CG position appropriate to the 
maximum gross apron (ramp) mass is used to calculate the ACN. In 
exceptional cases the forward most CG position may result in the nose 
gear loading being more critical.  
 

 Air craf t  classi f icat ion  
Rat ing (ACR) 

A number expressing the relative effect of an aircraft on a 
pavement for a specified standard subgrade category. (Applicable 
as of 28 November 2024) 
 
Note. — The aircraft classification rating is calculated with respect to 
the centre of gravity (CG) position which yields the critical loading on 
the critical gear. Normally the aftmost CG position appropriate to the 
maximum gross apron (ramp) mass is used to calculate the ACR. In 
exceptional cases the forwardmost CG position may result in the nose 
gear loading being more critical. 
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 Air craf t  — t ype of  All a ircra ft of the  sam e  basic design  including a ll m odifica tions 
the re to except those  m odifica tions which  resu lt in  a  change  in  
handling or fligh t cha racte ristics. 

 Air craf t  av ion ics A te rm  designa ting any e lectronic device  — including its  e lectrica l 
pa rt — for use  in  an  a ircra ft, including rad io, au tom atic fligh t 
control and  instrum ent system s 

 Air craf t  cer t i f icat ed f or  
single-pi lot  operat ion  

A type  of a ircra ft which  CAA has de te rm ined , during the  
ce rtifica tion  process, can  be  opera ted  sa fe ly with  a  m inim um  cre w 
of one  p ilot  

 Air craf t  observat ion  The  eva lua tion  of one  or m ore  m eteorologica l e lem ents m ade  
from  an  a ircra ft in  fligh t. 

 Air craf t  operat ions 
m anual 

A m anua l, conta in ing norm al, abnorm al and  em ergency 
procedures, checklis ts , lim ita tions, pe rform ance  inform ation , 
de ta ils  of the  a ircra ft system s and  othe r m ate ria l re levant to  the  
opera tion  of the  a ircra ft 

 Air craf t  r equ ired t o be 
operat ed w i t h  a co-
pi lot  

A type  of a ircraft tha t is  required  to  be  opera ted  with  a  co-p ilot, as 
specified  in  the  fligh t m anua l or by the  a ir opera tor ce rtifica te  

 Air craf t  st and A designa ted  a rea  on  an  apron  in tende d  to  be  used  for pa rking a n  
a ircra ft. 

 Air craf t  t r ack ing A process, e stab lished  by the  opera tor, tha t m a in ta ins and  
upda tes, a t standard ized  in te rva ls, a  ground-based  record  of the  
four d im ensiona l position  of ind ividua l a ircra ft in  fligh t. 

 Air crew  Flight crew and  cabin  crew 

 Air  defence 
iden t i f icat ion  zone 
(ADIZ) 

Specia l designa ted  a irspace  of de fined  d im ensions with in  which  
a ircra ft a re  required  to  com ply with  specia l identifica tion  and/or 
reporting proce dures  additiona l to  those  re la ted  to  the  provision  
of a ir traffic se rvices (ATS). 

 Air  ground 
com m unicat ion  

Two-way com m unica tion  be tween a ircra ft and  sta tions or 
loca tions on  the  surface  of the  ea rth . 

 Air  m ass An extensive  body of the  a tm osphere  in  which  physica l p ropertie s, 
pa rticu la rly tem pera ture  and  hum idity, exhib it on ly sm all and  
continuous d iffe rences in  the  horizonta l. It  m ay extend  over an  
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a rea  of severa l m illion  square  kilom etres and  over a  he ight of 
severa l kilom etres 

 Air  operat or  cer t i f icat e 
(AOC) 

A certifica te  au thorizing an  opera tor to  ca rry out specified  
com m ercia l a ir transport opera tions 

 Air  r epor t  A report from  an  a ircra ft in  fligh t prepared  in  conform ity with  
requirem ents for position , and  opera tiona l and/or m eteorologica l 
reporting. 
 
Note: - Details of the AIREP form are given in the PANS-ATM (ICAO Doc 
4444). 

 Air  t ax i  operat ion  For the purpose of flight t ime and duty t ime limitations, non-
scheduled on demand commercial air transport operations with 
an aeroplane with a maximum operational passenger seating 
configuration (MOPSC) of 19 or less 

 Air  t ax i ing Movement of a helicopter/VTOL above the surface of an 
aerodrome, normally in ground effect and at a ground speed 
normally less than 37 km/h (20 kt). 
 
Note: The actual height may vary, and some helicopters may require 
air-taxiing above 8 m (25 ft) AGL to reduce ground effect turbulence or 
provide clearance for cargo sling loads. 

 Air  t ax iw ay A defined path on the surface established for the air taxiing of 
helicopters. 

 Air  t em perat ure (Also termed surface temperature in meteorology). The ambient 
temperature indicated by a thermometer exposed to the air but 
sheltered from direct solar radiation. The temperature indicated 
by a thermometer placed in an instrument shelter 1.5 to two 
meters above ground. 

 Air  t r af f ic adv isory  
serv ice 

A service provided within advisory airspace to ensure separation, 
in so far as practical, between aircraft which are operating on IFR 
flight plans. 

 Air  t r af f ic cont rol  
clearance 

Authorization for an aircraft to proceed under conditions specified 
by an air traffic control unit. 
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Note 1: For convenience, the term “air traffic control clearance” is 
frequently abbreviated to “clearance” when used in appropriate 
contexts. 
 
Note 2: The abbreviated term “clearance” may be prefixed by the 
words “taxi”, “take-off”, “departure”, “en route”, “approach” or 
“landing” to indicate the particular portion of flight to which the air 
traffic control clearance relates. 

 Air  t r af f ic cont rol  
serv ice 

A service  provided  for the  purpose  of: 
 
(a ) preventing co llisions: 

1. be tween a ircra ft, and  
2. on the  m aneuvering a rea  be tween  a ircra ft and  

obstructions; and  
(b) expediting and  m ain ta in ing an  orderly flow of a ir traffic. 

 Air  t r af f ic cont rol  un i t  A generic te rm  m eaning va riously, a rea  control cen tre , approach  
control un it or ae rodrom e control tower. 

 Air  t r af f ic f low  
m anagem ent  (ATFM ) 

A service  estab lished  with  the  objective  of contribu ting to  a  sa fe , 
orde rly and  expeditious flow of a ir traffic by ensuring tha t ATC 
capacity is  u tilized  to  the  m axim um  exten t possib le  and  tha t the  
tra ffic volum e is com patib le  with  the  capacitie s decla red  by the  
appropria te  ATS authority. 

 Air  t r af f ic 
m anagem ent  (ATM ) 

The  dynam ic, in tegra ted  m anagem ent of a ir traffic and  a irspace  
(including a ir tra ffic se rvices, a irspace  m anagem ent and  a ir tra ffic 
flow m anagem ent) — sa fe ly, econom ica lly and  e fficien tly — 
through the  provision  of facilitie s and  seam less se rvices in  
collabora tion  with  a ll pa rtie s and  involving a irborne  and  ground-
based  functions. 

 Air  t r af f ic serv ice (ATS) A generic te rm  m eaning va riously, fligh t  in form ation  se rvice , 
a le rting se rvice , a ir tra ffic advisory se rvice , a ir tra ffic control 
se rvice  (a rea  control se rvice , approach  control se rvice  or 
ae rodrom e control se rvice ). 

 Air  t r af f ic serv ices 
air spaces. 

Airspaces of de fined  d im ensions a lphabe tica lly designa ted , with in  
which  specific types of fligh ts m ay opera te  and  for which  a ir tra ffic 
se rvices and  ru les of opera tion  a re  specified . 
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Note:  ATS airspaces are classified as Class A to G as described in MCAR 
11, 2.6. 

 Air  t r af f ic serv ices 
repor t ing of f ice 

A unit e stab lished  for the  purpose  of rece iving reports concern ing 
a ir traffic se rvices and fligh t p lans subm itted  be fore  departure . 
 
Note:  An air traffic services reporting office may be established as a 
separate unit or combined with an existing unit, such as another air 
traffic services unit, or a unit of the aeronautical information service. 

 Air  t r af f ic serv ices un i t  A generic te rm  m eaning va riously, a ir tra ffic control un it, fligh t 
in form ation  centre  or a ir traffic se rvices reporting office . 

 Air  t r af f ic  All a ircra ft in  fligh t  or opera ting on  the  m aneuvering a rea  of an  
ae rodrom e. 

 Air  t r ansi t  r out e A defined  route  for the  a ir transiting of he licopte rs. 

 Air f r am e The  fuse lage , boom s, nace lle s, cowlings, fa irings, ae rofoil surfaces 
(including rotors bu t excluding prope lle rs and  rota ting ae rofoils  of 
engines), and  landing gear of an  a ircra ft and  the ir accessories and  
controls.  

(Source: EASA Executive Director (ED) Decision 2003/11/RM dated 
05/11/2003-CS definitions) 

 Air -ground cont rol  
r adio st at ion  

An aeronautica l te lecom m unica tion  sta tion  having prim ary 
responsib ility for ha ndling com m unica tions pe rta in ing to  the  
opera tion  and  control of a ircra ft in  a  given  a rea . 

 Airm anship The  consisten t use  of good  judgm ent and  we ll deve lope d  
knowledge , skills  and  a ttitudes to  accom plish  fligh t ob jectives  

 AIRM ET in form at ion  Inform ation  issued  by a  m eteorologica l wa tch  office  concern ing 
the  occurrence  or e xpected  occurrence  of specified  en-route  
wea the r phenom ena  which  m ay a ffect the  sa fe ty of low-leve l 
a ircra ft opera tions and  wh ich  was not a lready include d  in  the  
forecast issued  for low-leve l fligh ts in  the  fligh t in form ation  region  
concerned  or sub -a rea  the reof. 

 Airpor t  dut y  A pre -notified  and  de fined  pe riod  of tim e  during which  a  cre w 
m em ber is  required  by the  opera tor to  be  a t the  a irport 
im m edia te ly ava ilab le  to  rece ive  an  assignm ent for a  fligh t, 
position ing or othe r du ty 
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 Air sh ip A power-driven  ligh te r-than-a ir a ircra ft 

 Airw ay  A control a rea  or portion  the reof e stab lished  in  the  form  of a  
corridor. 

 Airw or t hy  The  sta tus of an  a ircra ft, engine , p rope lle r or pa rt when it 
conform s to  its approved  design  and  is  in  a  condition  for sa fe  
opera tion . 

 AIS product  Aeronautica l da ta  and  ae ronautica l in form ation  provided  in  the  
form  of the  e lem ents of the  In tegra ted  Ae ronautica l Inform ation  
Package  (except NOTAM and PIB), including ae ronautica l cha rts, or 
in  the  form  of su itab le  e lectronic m edia . 

 ALERFA The  code  word  used  to  designa te  an  a le rt phase . 

 Aler t  phase A situa tion  where in  apprehension  exists a s to  the  sa fe ty of an  
a ircra ft and  its  occupants. 

 Aler t ing post  Any facility in tended  to  se rve  as an  in te rm edia ry be tween a  pe rson  
reporting an  em erge ncy and  a  rescue  coord ina tion  centre  or 
re scue  subcentre . 

 Aler t ing serv ice A service  provided  to  notify appropria te  organiza tions regard ing 
a ircra ft in  need  of sea rch  and  rescue  a id , and  assist such  
organiza tions as required . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alt ernat e Aerodrom e An aerodrom e to which  an  a ircra ft m ay proceed  when  it becom es 
e ithe r im possib le  or inadvisable  to  procee d  to  or to  land  a t the  
ae rodrom e of in tended  landing where  the  necessa ry se rvices and  
facilitie s a re  ava ilab le , where  a ircra ft pe rform ance  requirem ents 
can  be  m et and  which  is  opera tiona l a t the  expected  tim e  of use . 
Alte rna te  ae rodrom es include  the  following: 
 
Take-of alternate: An alternate aerodrome at which an aircraft 
would be able to land should this become necessary shortly after 
take-off and it is not possible to use the aerodrome of departure.  

  
En-route alternate: An alternate aerodrome at which an aircraft 
would be able to land in the event that a diversion becomes 
necessary while en route. 

  ETOPS en-route alternate: A suitable and appropriate alternate 
aerodrome at which an aeroplane would be able to land after 
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experie ncing an  engine  shut-down  or othe r abnorm al or 
em ergency cond ition  while  en  route  in  an  ETOPS opera tion . 
  
Destination alternate: An alternate aerodrome to which an aircraft 
would be able to land should it become either impossible or 
inadvisable to land at the aerodrome of intended landing. 
 
Note: - The aerodrome from which a flight departs may also be an en-
route or a destination alternate aerodrome for that flight. 

 Alt ernat e hel ipor t  A he liport to  wh ich  a  he licopte r m ay proceed  when it becom e s 
e ithe r im possib le  or inadvisable  to  procee d  to  or to  land  a t the  
he liport of in tended  landing where  the  necessa ry se rvices and  
facilitie s a re  ava ilab le , where  a ircra ft pe rform ance  requirem ents 
can  be  m et and  which  is  opera tiona l a t the  expected  tim e  of use . 
Alte rna te  he liports include  the  following: 
 
Take-off alternate: An a lte rna te  he liport a t which  a  he licopte r would  
be  ab le  to  land  should  th is becom e necessa ry shortly afte r take -
off and  it is  not possib le  to  use  the  he liport of departure . 
 
En-route alternate: An a lte rna te  he liport a t which  a  he licopte r 
would  be  ab le  to  la nd  in  the  event tha t a  d ive rsion  becom e s 
necessa ry while  e n  route . 
 
Destination alternate: An a lte rna te  he liport  a t which  a  he licopte r 
would  be  ab le  to  la nd  shou ld  it  becom e e ithe r im possib le  or 
inadvisable  to  land  a t the  he liport of in tended  landing. 

 Alt ernat ive m eans of  
com pl iance 

Those  m eans tha t propose  an  a lte rna tive  to an  existing acceptable  
m eans of com pliance  or those  tha t propose  new m eans to estab lish  
com pliance  with  civil avia tion  regula tions for which  no associa ted  AMC 
have  been  adopted  by CAA 

 Alt im et r y  syst em  er ror  
(ASE) 

The  d iffe rence  be tween the  a ltitude  ind ica ted  by the  a ltim e te r 
d isp lay, a ssum ing a  correct a ltim e te r ba rom etric se tting, and  the  
pressure  a ltitude  corresponding to  the  undisturbed  am bie n t 
pressure  

 Alt i t ude The  vertica l d istance  of a  leve l, a  poin t or a n  object conside re d  a s 
a  poin t, m easured  from  m ean sea  leve l. 
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 Anem om et er  Instrum ent which  m easures wind  speed  or wind  speed  and  
d irection . Cup anem om ete r is  used  to  m easure  the  wind  spe ed  
from  the  speed  of ro ta tion  of a  windm ill which  consist of 3 or 4 
hem ispherica l or conica l cups, each  fixed  to the  ends of horizonta l 
a rm s a ttached  to  a  ve rtica l axis. Byram  anem om ete r is  a  va rie ty of 
the  cup  anem om ete r. Counting anem om e te r has cups or a  fan  
whose  rota tion  is  transm itted  to  a  technica l counte r which  
in tegra tes d irectly the  a ir m ovem ent speed . Hand anem om ete r is 
sm all portab le  anem om ete r he ld  a t a rm 's length  by an  obse rver 
m aking a  wind  speed  m easurem ent. Pressure  tube  anem om ete r 
(Dines anem om ete r) is  an  instrum ent wh ich  de rives wind  spee d  
from  m easurem ents of the  dynam ic wind  pressures. Wind b lowing 
in to a  tube  deve lops a  pressure  grea te r than  the  sta tic pressure , 
while  wind  b lowing a cross a  tube  deve lops a  pressure  le ss than  
the  sta tic. This pressure  d iffe rence  is  p roportiona l to  the  square  of 
the  wind  spe ed . 

 Aneroid barom et er  An instrum ent for m easuring a tm ospheric pressure . It  is 
constructed  on  the  fo llowing princip les: an  aneroid  capsule  (Vid ie  
capsule , which  is  a  th in , d isk-shaped  box or capsule , usua lly 
m eta llic) is  pa rtia lly evacua ted  of gas, and  is  re stra ined  from  
collapsing by an  exte rna l or in te rna l spring. The  de flection  of the  
spring will be  nea rly proportiona l to  the  d iffe rence  be twe en the  
in te rna l and  exte rna l pressures. Magnifica tion  of the  spring 
de flection  is  ob ta ined  both  by connecting capsules in  se rie s and  
by m echanica l linkages. 

 Ant icipat ed operat ing 
condi t ions 

Those  conditions which  a re  known from  experience  or which  can  
be  reasonably envisaged  to  occur during the  opera tiona l life  of the  
a ircra ft taking in to account the  opera tions for which  the  a ircraft is  
m ade  e ligib le , the  conditions so conside re d  be ing re la tive  to  the  
m eteorologica l sta te  of the  a tm osphere , to  the  configura tion  of 
te rra in , to  the  functioning of the  a ircra ft, to  the  e fficiency of 
pe rsonne l and  to  a ll the  factors a ffecting sa fe ty in  fligh t. 
Anticipa ted  opera ting conditions do not include : 
 
(a ) those  extrem es wh ich  can  be  e ffective ly a voided  by m eans of 

opera ting procedures; and  
(b) those  extrem es which  occur so infrequently tha t to  require  the  

Standards to  be  m et in  such  extrem es would  give  a  h igher leve l 
of a irworth iness than  experie nce  has shown to be  necessa ry 
and  practica l. 
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 Ant i-icing in  the  case  of ground procedures, A procedure  tha t p rovides 
protection  aga inst the  form ation  of frost or ice  and  accum ula tion  
of snow on  trea ted  surfaces of the  a ircra ft for a  lim ited  pe riod  of 
tim e  (hold-over tim e) 

 Appl icat ion  Manipula tion  and  processing of da ta  in  support of use r 
requirem ents (ISO 19104*). 

 Approach  and landing 
phase — hel icopt ers 

Tha t pa rt of the  fligh t from  300 m  (1 000 ft) above  the  e leva tion  of 
the  FATO, if the  fligh t is  p lanned  to  exceed  th is he ight, or from  the  
com m encem ent of the  descent in  the  othe r cases, to  landing or to  
the  ba lked  landing poin t. 

 Approach  and landing 
operat ions using 
inst rum ent  approach  
procedures 

Instrum ent approach and  landing opera tions a re  classified  as 
follows: 
 
Non-precision  approach  and  landing ope ra tions. An instrum ent 
approach  and  landing which  u tilizes la te ra l gu idance  but does not 
u tilize  ve rtica l gu idance  
 
Approach  and  landing opera tions with  ve rtica l gu idance . An  
instrum ent approach  and  landing which  u tilizes la te ra l and  ve rtica l 
gu idance  but does not m ee t the  require m ents e stab lished  for 
precision  approach  and  landing opera tions . 
 
Precision  approach  and  landing opera tions. An instrum ent 
approach  and  landing using precision  la te ra l and  ve rtica l gu idance  
with  m inim a  as de te rm ined  by the  ca tegory of opera tion .  
 
Note.— Lateral and vertical guidance refers to the guidance provided 
either by: 
(a) a ground-based navigation aid; or 
(b) computer generated navigation data.  

 
Ca tegories of precision  approach  and  landing opera tions: 
 
Ca tegory I (CAT I) opera tion . A precision  instrum ent approach  and  
landing with  a  decision  he ight not lower than  60 m  (200 ft) and  with  
e ithe r a  visib ility not le ss than  800 m  or a  runway visua l range  not 
le ss than  550 m . 
 



Maldivian Civil Aviation Regulations  MCAR–1 Defin itions and  Abb revia tions 
Civil Avia tion  Authority  Genera l Defin itions 

 

Issue : 4.00 2-18 20 February 2022 

  

Ca tegory II (CAT II) opera tion . A precision  instrum ent approach  
and  landing with  a  de cision  he ight lower than  60 m  (200 ft), bu t not 
lower than  30 m  (100 ft), and  a  runway visua l range  not le ss than  
350 m . 
 
Ca tegory IIIA (CAT IIIA) opera tion . A precision  instrum ent approach  
and  landing with : 
(a ) decision  he ight lower than  30 m  (100 ft) or no decision  he ight; 

and  
(b) a  runway visua l range  not le ss than  200 m . 
 
Ca tegory IIIB (CAT IIIB) opera tion . A precision  instrum ent approach  
and  landing with : 
(a ) a  decision  he ight lower than  15 m  (50 ft) or no decision  he ight; 

and  
(b) a  runway visua l range  le ss than  200 m  but not le ss than  50 m . 
  
Ca tegory IIIC (CAT IIIC) opera tion . A precision  instrum ent approach  
and  landing with  no decision  he ight and  no runway visua l range  
lim ita tions. 
 
Note.— Where decision height (DH) and runway visual range (RVR) fall 
into different categories of operation, the instrument approach and 
landing operation would be conducted in accordance with the 
requirements of the most demanding category (e.g. an operation with 
a DH in the range of CAT IIIA but with an RVR in the range of CAT IIIB 
would be considered a CAT IIIB operation or an operation with a DH 
in the range of CAT II but with an RVR in the range of CAT I would be 
considered a CAT II operation). 

 Approach  con t rol  
serv ice 

Air tra ffic control se rvice  for a rriving or departing controlle d  
fligh ts. 

 Approach  con t rol  un i t  A unit e stab lished  to  p rovide  a ir tra ffic control se rvice  to  controlle d  
fligh ts a rriving a t, or departing from , one  or m ore  ae rodrom es. 

 Approach  procedur e 
w it h  ver t ical  gu idance 
(APV) operat ion  

an  instrum ent approach  which  u tilises  la te ra l and  ve rtica l 
gu idance , bu t  does not m ee t the  requirem ents e stab lished  for 
precision  approach  and   landing opera tions, with  a  decision  he ight 
(DH) not lower than  250 ft and  a  runway visua l range  (RVR) of not 
le ss than  600 m  
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(Source: European Commission Regulation (EU) No. 800/2013 dated 14 
August 2013)  

 Appropr iat e ATS 
aut hor i t y  

The  re levant au thority designa ted  by the  Sta te  responsib le  for 
provid ing a ir tra ffic se rvices in  the  a irspace  concerned . 

 Appropr iat e aut hor i t y  (a ) Regard ing fligh t over the  h igh  seas: The  re levant au thority of 
the  Sta te  of Registry. 

(b) Regard ing fligh t othe r than  over the  h igh  seas: The  re levant 
au thority of the  Sta te  having sovere ignty over the  te rritory 
be ing overflown . 

 Approved (by CAA) Docum ented  (by CAA) as su itab le  for the  purpose  in tended . 

(Source: Annex III to regulation (EC) No 1899/2006 of the European 
parliament and of the council of 12 December 2006) 

 Approved t rain ing Tra in ing conducted  under specia l curricu la  and  supervision  
approved  by CAA. 

 Approved t rain ing 
organizat ion  

An organiza tion  approved  by CAA to conduct approved  tra in ing 

 Apron  A define d  a rea , on  a  land  ae rodrom e, in te nded  to  accom m odate  
a ircra ft for purposes of loading or un loading passengers, m a il or 
ca rgo, fue lling, pa rking or m ain tenance . 

 Apron m anagem ent  
serv ice 

A service  provided  to  regula te  the  activitie s and  the  m ovem ent of 
a ircra ft and  vehicles on  an  apron . 

 Area cont rol  cent re A unit e stab lished  to  p rovide  a ir tra ffic control se rvice  to  controlle d  
fligh ts in  control a reas under its  ju risd iction . 

 Area cont rol  serv ice Air tra ffic control se rvice  for controlled  fligh ts in  control a reas. 

 Area M in im um  Al t i t ude 
(AM A) 

The  m inim um  a ltitude  to  be  used  under instrum en t 
m eteorologica l conditions (IMC) tha t will p rovide  a  m inim um  
obstacle  clea rance  with in  a  specified  a rea , norm ally form ed by 
pa ra lle ls and  m erid ians. 

 Area nav igat ion  
(RNAV) 

A m ethod of naviga tion  which  pe rm its a ircra ft opera tion  on  any 
desired  fligh t pa th  with in  the  coverage  of ground or space  based  
naviga tion  a ids or with in  the  lim its of the  capability of se lf-
conta ined  a ids, or a  com bina tion  of these . 
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Note – Area navigation includes performance based navigation as well 
as other operations that do not meet the definition of performance-
based navigation.  

 Area nav igat ion  rou t e An ATS route  estab lished  for the  use  of a ircraft capable  of 
em ploying a rea  naviga tion . 

 Ar rest ing syst em  A system  designed  to  dece le ra te  an  ae roplane  overrunning the  
runway. 

 Ar r ival  r out es Routes identified  in  an  instrum ent approach  procedure  by which  
a ircra ft m ay proceed  from  the  en-route  phase  of fligh t to  an  in itia l 
approach  fix. 

 Assem ble A process of m erging da ta  from  m ultip le  sources in to a  da tabase  
and  estab lish ing a  base line  for subseque nt processing. 
 
Note.— The assemble phase includes checking the data and ensuring 
that detected errors and omissions are rectified. 

 Assessm ent  The  conclusion  on  the  m edica l fitness of a  pe rson  based  on  the  
eva lua tion  of the  person’s m edica l h istory and/or ae ro-m edica l 
exam ina tions as required  in  th is Pa rt and  furthe r exam ina tions as 
necessa ry, and/or m edica l te sts such  as, bu t not lim ited  to , ECG, 
b lood  pressure  m easurem ent, b lood  te sting, X-ray 

 Assessm ent  In  the  context of m anagem ent system  perform ance  m onitoring, 
continuous im prove m ent and  oversight, re fe rs to  a  p lanned  and  
docum ented  activity pe rform ed by com petent pe rsonne l to  
eva lua te  and  ana lyse  the  achieved  leve l of pe rform ance  and  
m aturity in  re la tion  to the  organisa tion’s policy and  objectives.  
 
Note : An assessm ent focuses on  desirab le  outcom es and  the  
overa ll pe rform ance , looking a t the  organisa tion  as a  whole . The  
m ain  objective  of the  assessm ent is to  identify the  strengths and 
weaknesses to  drive  continua l im provem en t.  
 
Rem ark: For ‘risk assessm ent’, p lease  re fe r to  the  de fin ition  be low. 
 
(Source: Annex VII to EASA Executive Director Decision 2020/002/R of 
13 March 2020) 
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 At m osphere The  enve lope  of a ir surrounding the  Earth and  bound to  it  m ore  or 
le ss pe rm anently by virtue  of the  Earth 's  gravita tiona l a ttraction ; 
the  system  whose  chem ica l propertie s, dynam ic m otions, and  
physica l p rocesses constitu te  the  subject m a tte r of m e teorology. 

 At m osphere, 
In t er nat ional  St andard 

The  a tm osphere  de fined  in  ICAO Docum e nt 7488/2. 

(Source: EASA Executive Director (ED) Decision 2003/11/RM dated 
05/11/2003-CS definitions) 

 At m ospher ic Pr essure  Pressure (force per unit area) exerted by the atmosphere on any 
surface by virtue of its weight; it is equivalent to the weight of a 
vertical column of air extending above a surface of unit area to the 
outer limit of the atmosphere. 

 At m ospher ic radiat ion  Longwave (infrared) radiation emitted by or being propagated 
through the atmosphere. 

 ATS rout e A specified route designed for channeling the flow of traffic as 
necessary for the provision of air traffic services. 
 
Note 1: The term “ATS route” is used to mean variously, airway, 
advisory route, controlled or uncontrolled route, arrival or departure 
route, etc. 
 
Note 2: An ATS route is defined by route specifications which include 
an ATS route designator, the track to or from significant points 
(waypoints), distance between significant points, reporting 
requirements and, as determined by the appropriate ATS authority, 
the lowest safe altitude. 

 ATS survei l lance 
serv ice 

A term used to indicate a service provided directly by means of an 
ATS surveillance system 

 ATS survei l lance 
syst em  

A generic term meaning variously, ADS-B, PSR, SSR or any 
comparable ground-based system that enables the identification 
of aircraft. 
 
Note — A comparable ground-based system is one that has been 
demonstrated, by comparative assessment or other methodology, to 
have a level of safety and performance equal to or better than 
monopulse SSR. 

 Audi t  refers to a systematic, independent, and documented process for 
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ob ta in ing evidence , and  eva lua ting it  ob jective ly to  de te rm ine  the  
exten t to  which  re quirem ents a re  com plied  with .  
 
Note: Audits may include inspections. 
 
(Source: Annex VII to EASA Executive Director Decision 2020/002/R of 
13 March 2020) 

 Augm ent ed f l ight  cr ew  A fligh t crew which  com prises m ore  than  the  m inim um  num ber 
required  to  opera te  the  a ircra ft, a llowing e ach  fligh t crew m em ber 
to  leave  h is/he r a ssigned  post and  be  rep laced  by another 
appropria te ly qua lifie d  fligh t cre w m em ber for the  purpose  of in -
fligh t re st 

 Aut hor ised Person A person  au thorised  by CAA, e ithe r ge ne ra lly or specifica lly, to  
have  access to  any a ircra ft involved  in  an  accident or incident. 

 Aut om at ic Dependent  
Survei l lance Broadcast  
(ADS-B) 

A m eans by which  a ircra ft, ae rodrom e vehicles and  othe r ob jects 
can  au tom atica lly transm it and/or rece ive  da ta  such  as 
identifica tion , position  and  additiona l da ta , a s appropria te , in  a  
broadcast m ode  via  a  da ta  link. 

 Aut om at ic Dependent  
Survei l lance Cont ract  
(ADS-C) 

A m eans by which  the  te rm s of an  ADS-C agreem ent will be  
exchanged  be twe en the  ground  system  and  the  a ircra ft, via  a  da ta  
link, specifying unde r wha t conditions ADS-C reports would  be  
in itia ted , and  wha t da ta  would  be  conta ine d  in  the  reports. 
 
Note: The abbreviated term “ADS contract” is commonly used to refer 
to ADS event contract, ADS demand contract, ADS periodic contract or 
an emergency mode. 

 Aut om at ic t erm inal  
in form at ion  serv ice 
(ATIS) 

The  au tom atic provision  of curren t, rou tine  inform ation  to  a rriving 
and  departing a ircra ft th roughout 24 hours  or a  specified  portion  
the reof: 
 
Data link-automatic terminal information service (D-ATIS). The 
provision of ATIS via data link. 

 
Voice-automatic terminal information service (Voice-ATIS). The 
provision of ATIS by means of continuous and repetitive voice 
broadcasts. 
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 Aut onom ous runw ay 
incursion w ar n ing 
syst em  (ARIWS) 

A system  which  provides au tonom ous de tection  of a  poten tia l 
incursion  or of the  occupancy of an  active  runway and  a  d ire ct 
warn ing to  a  fligh t cre w or a  vehicle  opera tor. 

 Aux i l iar y  Pow er  Unit  
(APU) 

Any gas turb ine -powered  unit de live ring rota ting sha ft power, 
com pressor a ir, or both  wh ich  is  not in tende d  for d irect p ropulsion  
of an  a ircraft.  

(Source: EASA Executive Director (ED) Decision 2003/11/RM dated 
05/11/2003-CS definitions) 

 Bal loon A non-power-driven lighter-than-air aircraft 

 Bal loon em pt y  m ass  The mass determined by weighing the balloon with all the installed 
equipment a specified in the AFM. 

(Source: European Commission Regulation (EU) No. 379/2014 dated 24 April 
2014) 

 Balk ed landing a landing manoeuvre that is unexpectedly discontinued at any 
point below the obstacle clearance alt itude/height (OCA/H). 

 Bare Ear t h  Surface of the Earth including bodies of water and permanent ice 
and snow, and excluding vegetation and man-made objects. 

 Bar ret t e Three or more aeronautical ground lights closely spaced in a 
transverse line so that from a distance they appear as a short bar 
of light. 

 Barograph A recording barometer. Either daily or weekly barographs are 
used. 

 Barom et er  An instrument for measuring atmospheric pressure. There are two 
types of barometers which are commonly used in meteorology: 
the mercury barometer and the aneroid barometer 

 Base t urn  A turn executed by the aircraft during the init ial approach between 
the end of the outbound track and the beginning of the 
intermediate or final approach track. The tracks are not reciprocal. 
 
Note: Base turns may be designated as being made either in level flight 
or while descending, according to the circumstances of each individual 
procedure. 

 Basic inst r um ent  
t r ain ing dev ice m odel  
(BITD m odel) 

A defined hardware and software combination, which has 
obtained a BITD qualification 
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 Break  A period  of tim e  with in  an  FDP, shorte r than  a  rest pe riod , counting 
as duty and  during which  a  crew m em ber is  free  of a ll tasks 

 Br ief ing Ora l com m enta ry on  existing and/or expected  m eteorologica l 
conditions. 

 Bypass rat io The  ra tio  of the  a ir m ass flow through the  bypass ducts of a  gas 
turb ine  engine  to  the  a ir m ass flow through the  com bustion 
cham bers ca lcu la ted  a t m axim um  thrust when the  engine  is 
sta tionary in  an  in te rna tiona l standard  a tm osphere  a t sea  leve l. 

 Cabin cr ew  m em ber  A crew m em ber who perform s, in  the  in te rest of sa fe ty of 
passengers, du tie s a ssigned  by the  opera tor or the  p ilot-in-
com m and of the  a ircra ft, bu t who sha ll not act a s a  fligh t crew 
m em ber 

 Com bined v ision 
syst em  (CVS)  

A system  to d isp lay im ages from  a  com bina tion  of an  enhanced  
vision  system  (EVS) and  a  synthe tic vision  system  (SVS). 

 Calendar  Discre te  tem pora l refe rence  system  tha t provides the  basis for 
de fin ing tem pora l position  to  a  resolu tion  of one  day (ISO 19108*). 

 Canopy Bare  Earth  supplem ented  by vege ta tion  he ight. 

 Cargo air craf t  Any a ircra ft, o the r than  a  passenger a ircra ft, which  is  ca rrying 
goods or property. 

 Cat egory  I (CAT I) 
approach operat ion  

A precision  instrum ent approach  and  landing using an  instrum ent 
landing system  (ILS), m icrowave  landing system  (MLS), GLS 
(ground-based  augm ented  globa l naviga tion  sa te llite  system  
(GNSS/GBAS) landing system ), precision  approach  radar (PAR) or 
GNSS using a  sa te llite -based  augm enta tion  system  (SBAS) with a  
decision  he ight (DH) not lower than  200 ft and  with  a  runway visua l 
range  (RVR) not le ss than  550 m  for ae roplanes and  500 m  for 
he licopte rs  

(Source: European Commission Regulation (EU) No. 965/2012 dated 25 
October 2012) 

 Cat egory  II (CAT II) 
operat ion  

a precision instrument approach and landing operation using ILS 
or MLS with:  
(a) DH below 200 ft but not lower than 100 ft; and  
(b) RVR of not less than 300 m. 

(Source: European Commission Regulation (EU) No. 965/2012 dated 25 
October 2012) 
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 Cat egory  IIIA (CAT IIIA) 
operat ion  

a  precision  instrum ent approach  and  landing opera tion  using ILS 
or MLS with :  
(a ) DH lower than  100 ft; and   
(b) RVR not le ss than  200 m . 

(Source: European Commission Regulation (EU) No. 965/2012 dated 25 
October 2012) 

 Cat egory  IIIB (CAT IIIB) 
operat ion  

a precision instrument approach and landing operation using ILS 
or MLS with:  
(a) DH lower than 100 ft, or no DH; and  
(b) RVR lower than 200 m but not less than 75 m. 

(Source: European Commission Regulation (EU) No. 965/2012 dated 25 
October 2012) 

 Cat egory  A With respect to helicopters. A multi-engined helicopter designed 
with engine and system isolation features specified in the 
applicable airworthiness codes and capable of operations using 
take-off and landing data scheduled under a crit ical engine failure 
concept that assures adequate designated surface area and 
adequate performance capability for continued safe flight or safe 
rejected take-off in the event of engine failure; 

 Cat egory  B With respect to helicopters. A single-engined or multi-engined 
helicopter that does not meet category A standards. Category B 
helicopters have no guaranteed capability to continue safe flight 
in the event of an engine failure, and unscheduled landing is 
assumed 

 Causes Actions, omissions, events, conditions, or a combination thereof, 
which led to the accident or incident. 

 Cei l ing The height above the ground or water of the base of the lowest 
layer of cloud below 6 000 metres (20 000 feet) covering more than 
half the sky. 

 Cer t i f icat e Any approval, licence or other document issued as the result of 
certification. 

(Source: Regulation (EC) No 216/2008 of the European parliament and of the 
council of 20 February 2008) 

 Cer t i f icat ion  Any form of recognition that a product, part or appliance, 
organisation or person complies with the applicable requirements, 
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a s we ll a s the  issuance  of the  re levant ce rtifica te  a tte sting such  
com pliance .  

(Source: Regulation (EC) No 216/2008 of the European parliament and of the 
council of 20 February 2008) 

 Cer t i f icat ion  
speci f icat ions (CS) 

Technica l standards adopted  by CAA indica ting m eans to  show 
com pliance  with  civil avia tion  regula tions and  which  can  be  used  
by an  organisa tion  for the  purpose  of ce rtifica tion  

 Cer t i f ied Aerodrom e An aerodrom e whose  opera tor has been  granted  an  ae rodrom e 
ce rtifica te . 

 Cer t i f y  as ai rw or t hy 
(t o) 

To ce rtify tha t an  a ircra ft or pa rts the reof com ply with  curren t 
a irworth iness requirem ents afte r m a in tenance  has been  
pe rform ed on  the  a ircra ft or parts the reof. 

 Cer t i f y ing St af f  Personne l re sponsib le  for the  re lease  of an  a ircra ft or a  
com ponent a fte r m a in tenance .  

(Source: Commission regulation (EU) No 1321/2014 of 26 November 2014) 

 Change-over  poin t  The  poin t a t which  an  a ircra ft naviga ting on  an  ATS route  segm ent 
de fined  by re fe rence  to  ve ry h igh  frequency om ni-d irectiona l rad io 
ranges is  expected  to  transfe r its  p rim ary naviga tiona l re fe rence  
from  the  facility behind  the  a ircraft to  the  next facility ahead  of the  
a ircra ft. 
 
Note: Change-over points are established to provide the optimum 
balance in respect of signal strength and quality between facilities at 
all levels to be used and to ensure a common source of azimuth 
guidance for all aircraft operating along the same portion of a route 
segment. 

 Chicago Convent ion  The  Convention  on  In te rna tiona l Civil Avia tion  and  its  Annexe s, 
signed  in  Chicago on  7 Decem ber 1944. 

(Source: (EC) No 216/2008 of the European parliament and of the council of 
20 February 2008) 

 Circl ing The  visua l phase  of an  instrum ent approach  to  bring an  a ircra ft 
in to position  for landing on  a  runway/FATO tha t is not su itably 
loca ted  for a  stra ight-in  approach  

 Cir rocum ulus (CC) A principa l h igh-leve l cloud  type  (cloud  genus), appearing as a  th in , 
white  pa tch  or laye r of cloud  without shading, com posed  of ve ry 
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sm all e lem ents in  the  form  of gra ins, ripp les, e tc., m erged  or 
separa ted , and  m ore  or le ss regula rly a rranged; m ost of the  
e lem ents have  an  apparent wid th  of le ss than  one  de gree . 

 Cir rost rat us (CS) A principa l h igh -leve l cloud  type  (cloud  genus), appearing as a  
transparent, whitish  cloud  ve il of fib rous (ha ir-like ) or sm ooth  
appearance , tota lly or pa rtia lly covering the  sky, and  often  
producing ha lo phenom ena , e ithe r pa rtia l or com ple te . 

 Cir rus (CI) A principa l h igh -leve l cloud  type  (cloud  genus), appearing as a  
de tached  clouds in  the  form  of white , de lica te  filam ents or white  
or m ostly white  pa tches or na rrow bands. These  clouds have  a  
fibrous (ha ir-like ) appearance , or a  silky sheen , or both . Because  
cirrus e lem ents a re  too na rrow, they do not produce  a  com ple te  
circu la r ha lo. 

 Civ i l  Air craf t  Any a ircra ft on  the  civil registe r of a  Sta te , othe r than  those  which  
tha t Sta te  trea ts a s be ing in  the  se rvice  of the  Sta te , e ithe r 
pe rm anently or tem pora rily. 

 Clear  sk y  Sky with a total cloud cover of less than one okta (or one-tenth in 
the United States). 

 Clearance l im i t  The point to which an aircraft is granted an air traffic control 
clearance. 

 Clearw ay A defined rectangular area on the ground or water under the 
control of the respective aerodrome operator, selected or 
prepared as a suitable area over which an aeroplane may make a 
portion of its init ial climb to a specified height. 

 Clim at e Synthesis of weather conditions in a given area, characterized by 
long-term statistics (mean values, variances, probabilit ies of 
extreme values, etc.) of the meteorological elements in that area. 
Polar climate (arctic climate) is generally the climate of a 
geographical polar region, most commonly taken to be a climate 
which is too cold to support the growth of trees. 

 Cloud A hydrometeor consisting of a visible aggregate of minute particles 
of liquid water or ice, or both, suspended in the free air and usually 
not touching the Earth's surface. It may also include larger 
particles of liquid water or ice (precipitation particles) and non-
aqueous liquid or solid particles such as those present in fumes, 
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sm oke  and  dust (ae rosols). Cloudiness is  the  sam e  as cloud  cove r; 
bu t usua lly it  is  used  in  a  ve ry genera l sense . 

 Cloud am ount  (cover ) That portion  of the  sky cover wh ich  is  a ttribu ted  to  clouds. The  un it 
of m easurem ent is  the  okta  or ten ths (m ea ning one-e ighth  or one-
ten th) of the  sky dom e as seen  by the  obse rver. 

 Cloud base The  he ight of the  base  of the  lowest obse rved  or forecast cloud  
e lem ent in  the  vicin ity of an  ae rodrom e or opera ting site  or with in  
a  specified  a rea  of opera tions, norm ally m easured  above  
ae rodrom e e leva tion  or, in  the  case  of offshore  opera tions, above 
m ean sea  leve l 

 Cloud of  operat ional  
sign i f icance 

A cloud  with  the  he ight of cloud  base  be low 1500 m  (5000 ft) o r 
be low the  h ighest m in im um  sector a ltitude , whichever is  grea te r, 
or a  cum ulon im bus cloud  or a  towering cum ulus cloud  a t any 
he ight. 

 Code share An a rrangem ent under which  an  opera tor p laces its  designa tor 
code  on  a  fligh t opera ted  by another opera tor, and  se lls  and  issues 
ticke ts for tha t fligh t 

 Colour  safe The  ab ility of an  applicant to  readily d istinguish  the  colours used  
in  a ir naviga tion  and  correctly identify avia tion  coloure d  ligh ts 

 COM AT Opera tor m ate ria l ca rried  on  an  opera tor’s a ircra ft for the  
opera tor’s own purposes. 

 Com bined v ision 
syst em  (CVS) 

A system  to d isp lay im ages from  a  com bina tion  of an  enhanced  
vision  system  (EVS) and  a  synthe tic vision  system  (SVS). 

 Com m and and con t rol  
(C2) l ink .  

The  da ta  link be twee n  the  rem ote ly p iloted  a ircra ft and  the  rem ote  
p ilot sta tion  for the  purposes of m anaging the  fligh t. 

 Com m ander  As used  with  respect to  a ircra ft opera tions, is  de fined  in  MCAR-
OPS 1.  

(Source: JAR-1) 

 Com m ercial  ai r  
t r anspor t  (CAT) 
operat ion  

An aircraft operation to transport passengers, cargo or mail for 
remuneration or other valuable consideration 

 Com m ercial  operat ion  Any operation of an aircraft, in return for remuneration or other 
valuable consideration, which is available to the public or, when 
not made available to the public, which is performed under a 
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contract be tween an  opera tor and  a  custom er, where  the  la tte r 
has no control over the  opera tor.  

(Source: (EC) No 216/2008 of the European parliament and of the council of 
20 February 2008) 

 Com pet ency A com bina tion  of skills , knowle dge  and  a ttitudes required  to  
pe rform  a  ta sk to  the  prescribed  standard . 

 Com pet ency-based 
t rain ing and 
assessm ent  

Tra in ing and  assessm ent tha t a re  characte rized  by a  pe rform ance   
orien ta tion , em phasis on  standards of pe rform ance  and  the ir 
m easurem ent, and  the  deve lopm ent of tra in ing to  the  specified  
pe rform ance  standards. 

 Com pet ency elem ent  An action  tha t constitu tes a  ta sk tha t has a  triggering event and  a  
te rm ina ting event tha t clea rly de fines its  lim its, and  an  obse rvable  
outcom e 

 Com pet ency un i t  A discre te  function  consisting of a  num ber of com petency 
e lem ents 

 Com plex  m ot or -
pow ered air craf t  

(a ) an  ae roplane : 
— with  a  m axim um  certifica ted  take-off m ass exceeding 5 700 

kg, or 
— certifica ted  for a  m axim um  passenger sea ting configura tion  

of m ore  than  n ine tee n ,  or 
— certifica ted  for opera tion  with  a  m inim um  crew of a t least 

two p ilots, or 
— equipped  with  (a ) tu rboje t engine (s) or m ore  than  one  

turboprop  engine , or 
(b) a  he licopte r ce rtifica ted : 

— for a  m axim um  take-off m ass exceeding 3 175 kg, or 
— for a  m axim um  passenger sea ting configura tion  of m ore  

than  n ine , or 
— for opera tion  with  a  m inim um  crew of a t least two p ilots, or 

(c) a  tilt  rotor a ircra ft  

(Source: (EC) No 216/2008 of the European parliament and of the council of 
20 February 2008) 

 Com ponent  Any engine , p rope lle r, pa rt or appliance .  

(Source: Commission regulation (EU) No 2015/1536 of 25 August 2016) 

 Condensat ion  The  physica l p rocess by which  a  vapour becom es a  liqu id  or solid ; 
the  opposite  to  evapora tion . In  m eteorologica l usage , th is te rm  is 
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applied  only to  transform ation  from  vapour to  liqu id ; any process 
in  wh ich  a  solid  form s d irectly from  its  vapour is  te rm ed  
sublim ation , a s is  the  reverse  process. 

 Conference 
com m unicat ions 

Com m unica tion  facilitie s where by d irect speech  conversa tion  m ay 
be  conducted  be twee n three  or m ore  loca tions sim ultaneously. 

 Conf idence level  The  probability tha t the  true  va lue  of a  pa ram ete r is with in  a  
ce rta in  in te rva l a round the  estim a te  of its  va lue . 
 
Note.— The interval is usually referred to as the accuracy of the 
estimate.
  

 Conf igurat ion (as 
appl ied t o t he 
aeroplane). 

A particular combination of the posit ions of the moveable 
elements, such as wing flaps and landing gear, etc., that affect the 
aerodynamic characteristics of the aeroplane 

 Conf igurat ion 
dev iat ion  l ist  (CDL) 

A list established by the organization responsible for the type 
design with the approval of the State of Design which identifies any 
external parts of an aircraft type which may be missing at the 
commencement of a flight, and which contains, where necessary, 
any information on associated operating limitations and 
performance correction. 

 Congest ed area in relation to a city, town or settlement, any area which is 
substantially used for residential, commercial or recreational 
purposes 

 Congest ed host i le 
env ironm ent  

A hostile environment within a congested area. 

 Consult at ion  (in  t he 
cont ex t  of  
m et eorology) 

Discussion with a meteorologist or another qualified person of 
existing and/or expected meteorological conditions relating to 
flight operations; a discussion includes answers to questions. 

 Cont ingency  f uel . The fuel required to compensate for unforeseen factors that could 
have an influence on the fuel consumption to the destination 
aerodrome 

 Cont inu ing 
airw or t h iness 

All the processes ensuring that, at any time in its operating life, the 
aircraft complies with the airworthiness requirements in force and 
is in a condition for safe operation.  

(Source: Commission regulation (EU) No 1321/2014 of 26 November 2014) 
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 Cont inu ing oversight  The  tasks to be  conducted  to  ve rify tha t the  conditions unde r 
which  a  ce rtifica te  has been  granted  continue  to  be  fu lfilled  a t any 
tim e  during its  pe riod  of va lid ity, a s we ll a s the  taking of any 
sa feguard  m easure .  

(Source: Regulation (EC) No 216/2008 of the European parliament and of the 
council of 20 February 2008) 

 Cont inuous descent  
f inal  approach (CDFA) 

A technique, consistent with stabilised approach procedures, for 
flying the final-approach segment of a non-precision instrument 
approach procedure as a continuous descent, without level-off, 
from an alt itude/height at or above the final approach fix 
alt itude/height to a point approximately 15 m (50 ft) above the 
landing runway threshold or the point where the flare manoeuvre 
shall begin for the type of aircraft flown. 

 Cont our  l ine A line on a map or chart connecting points of equal elevation. 

 Cont rol  area A controlled airspace extending upwards from a specified limit 
above the earth. 

 Cont rol  zone A controlled airspace extending upwards from the surface of the 
earth to a specified upper limit. 

 Cont rol led aerodrom e An aerodrome at which air traffic control service is provided to 
aerodrome traffic. 
 
Note: The term “controlled aerodrome” indicates that air traffic 
control service is provided to aerodrome traffic but does not 
necessarily imply that a control zone exists. 

 Cont rol led air space An airspace of defined dimensions within which air traffic control 
service is provided in accordance with the airspace classification. 
 
Note: Controlled airspace is a generic term which covers ATS airspace 
Classes A, B, C, D and E as described in MCAR 11, 2.6. 

 Cont rol led f l ight  Any flight which is subject to an air traffic control clearance.  

 Cont rol ler -pi lot  dat a 
l ink  com m unicat ions 
(CPDLC) 

A means of communication between controller and pilot, using 
data link for ATC communications. 
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 Convect ion  Atm ospheric m otions tha t a re  predom inantly ve rtica l, re su lting in  
ve rtica l transport and  m ixing of a tm ospheric propertie s; 
d istinguished  from  advection  

 Convect ion  cloud 
 

Cum uliform  cloud  which  form s in  the  a tm osphere  as a  re su lt of 
convection . Such  clouds a re  a lso ca lled  clouds of ve rtica l 
deve lopm ent. A cloud  tha t has its  base  in  the  low he ight range  bu t 
extends upward  in to the  m iddle  or h igh  a ltitudes. 

 Conversion repor t  A report on  the  basis of which  a  licence  m ay be  converted  in to a  
Part-FCL/MCAR-66 licence  

 Conver t ed 
m et eorological  
v isibi l i t y  (CM V) 

A va lue , equiva len t to  an  RVR, which  is  de rived  from  the  reported 
m eteorologica l visib ility. 

(Source: European Commission Regulation (EU) No. 965/2012 dated 25 
October 2012) 

 Corporat e av iat ion  
operat ion  

The non-commercial operation or use of aircraft by a company for 
the carriage of passengers or goods as an aid to the conduct of 
company business, flown by a professional pilot(s) employed to fly 
the aircraft. 

 Cor rect ion  is the action to eliminate a detected non-compliance. 
 
(Source: Annex VII to EASA Executive Director Decision 2020/002/R of 
13 March 2020) 

 Cor rect ive act ion  is the action to eliminate or mitigate the root cause(s) and prevent 
the recurrence of an existing detected non-compliance, or other 
undesirable conditions or situations. Proper determination of the 
root cause(s) is crucial for defining effective corrective actions to 
prevent reoccurrence. 
 
(Source: Annex VII to EASA Executive Director Decision 2020/002/R of 
13 March 2020) 

 Co-pi lot  A pilot operating other than as pilot-in-command, on an aircraft 
for which more than one pilot is required, but excluding a pilot 
who is on board the aircraft for the sole purpose of receiving flight 
instruction for a licence or rating.  

 Credit  Recognition of alternative means or prior qualifications 
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 Credit  r epor t  A report on  the  basis of which  prior experience  or qua lifica tions 
m ay be  recognised  

 Crew  m em ber  A person  assigned  by an  opera tor to  duty on  an  a ircra ft during a  
fligh t du ty pe riod . 

 Cr i t ical  Engine The  engine  whose  fa ilure  would  m ost adverse ly a ffect the  
pe rform ance  or handling qua litie s of an  a ircra ft. 

(Source: EASA Executive Director (ED) Decision 2003/11/RM dated 
05/11/2003-CS definitions) 

 Cr i t ical  m ain t enance 
t ask  

A maintenance task that involves the assembly or any disturbance 
of a system or any part on an aircraft, engine or propeller that, if 
an error occurred during its performance, could directly endanger 
the flight safety. 

(Source: European Commission Regulation (EU) No. 2015/1536 dated 25 
August 2016) 

 Cr i t ical  phases of  f l igh t  In the case of aeroplanes means the take-off run, the take-off flight 
path, the final approach, the missed approach, the landing, 
including the landing roll, and any other phases of flight as 
determined by the pilot-in-command or commander  
 
In the case of helicopters means taxiing, hovering, take-off, final 
approach, missed approach, the landing and any other phases of 
flight as determined by the pilot-in-command or commander 

 Cross-count r y  A flight between a point of departure and a point of arrival 
following a pre-planned route using standard navigation 
procedures. 

 Cruise cl im b 
 

An aeroplane cruising technique result ing in a net increase in 
alt itude as the aeroplane mass decreases. 

 Cruise r el ief  pi lot  A flight crew member who is assigned to perform pilot tasks during 
cruise flight, to allow the pilot in- command or a co-pilot to obtain 
planned rest 

 Cruising level  A level maintained during a significant portion of a flight. 

 Cult ure 
 

All man-made features constructed on the surface of the Earth, 
such as cit ies, railways and canals. 
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 Cum ulonim bus (CB) A principa l cloud  type  (cloud  genus) of ve rtica l deve lopm e nt. 
Exceptiona lly dense  and  ve rtica lly deve loped  clouds, occurring 
e ithe r a s isola ted  clouds or a s a  line  or wa ll of clouds with  
separa ted  upper portions. These  clouds appear a s m ounta ins or 
huge  towers, a t least a  pa rt of the  upper portions of which  a re  
usua lly sm ooth , fib rous, or stria ted , and  a lm ost fla ttened . This pa rt 
often  spreads out in  the  form  of anvil (incus) or vast p lum e . Under 
the  base  of cum ulonim bus, which  is  ve ry da rk, the re  frequently 
exists virga , p recip ita tion , and  low, ragged  clouds, e ithe r m erge d  
with  it  or not. Its  p recip ita tion  is  often  heavy and  a lways of a  
showery na ture . 

 Cum ulus A principa l low-leve l cloud  type  (cloud  genus) in  the  form  of 
ind ividua l, de tached  e lem ents which  a re  genera lly dense  and  
possess sha rp  non-fibrous outlines. The se  e lem ents deve lop  
ve rtica lly, appearing as rising m ounds, dom es, or towers, the  
upper pa rts of which  often  resem bles a  cauliflower. The  sun lit 
pa rts of these  clouds a re  m ostly brillian t white ; the ir bases a re  
re la tive ly da rk and  nearly horizonta l. Near the  horizon  the  ve rtica l 
deve lopm ent of cum ulus often  causes the  ind ividua l clouds to  
appear m erged . If p recip ita tion  occurs, it  is  usua lly of a  showery 
na ture . 

 Cur rent  f l igh t  plan  The  fligh t p lan , including changes, if any, brought about by 
subsequent clea rance s. 

 Cycl ic redundancy  
check  (CRC) 

A m athem atica l a lgorithm  applied  to  the  d igita l expression  of da ta  
tha t p rovides a  leve l of a ssurance  aga inst loss or a lte ra tion  of da ta . 

 Cyclone (Depression, 
low , low  pressur e ar ea) 

Area  in  the  a tm osphere , where in  the  pre ssures a re  lower than  
those  of the  surround ing region  a t the  sam e leve l. It  is  represented  
on  a  synoptic chart by a  system  of isobars a t a  specified  a ltitude  
leve l (or a  system  of contours a t a  specified  pressure  leve l) wh ich  
enclose  re la tive ly low va lues of pressure  (or a ltitude). In  its 
deve lopm ent a  cyclone  usua lly has the  following phases. A wave  
(young) cyclone  form s and  m oves a long a  front. Mature  cyclone  
has we ll-deve loped  warm  sectors and  both cold  and  warm  fronts. 
Occluded  cyclone  is  tha t with in  which  the re  has deve loped  an  
occluded  front. 

 Cyclon ic cir cu lat ion  Atm ospheric circu la tion  associa ted  with  a  cyclone  (depression , low 
pressure  a rea ). It  is counte r clockwise  in  the  Northe rn  Hem isphere  
and  clockwise  in  the  Southern  Hem isphere . 
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 Dam p lease A lease  a rrangem ent whereby a  le ssor provides an  a ircraft with  
pa rtia l crew to the  le ssee .  

(Source: Singapore CAA Advisory Circular AC AOC-8(2)) 

 Dam p runw ay  A runway where the surface is not dry, but when the moisture on 
it does not give it a shiny appearance; 

 Danger  area 
 

An airspace of defined dimensions within which activit ies 
dangerous to the flight of aircraft may exist at specified times. 

 Dangerous goods Articles or substances which are capable of posing a risk to health, 
safety, property or the environment and which are shown in the 
list of dangerous goods in the Technical Instructions or which are 
classified according to those Instructions. 
 
Note — Dangerous goods are classified in ICAO Annex 18, Chapter 3 

 Dangerous goods 
accident  

An occurrence associated with and related to the transport of 
dangerous goods by air which results in fatal or serious injury to a 
person or major property damage. 

 Dangerous goods 
inciden t  

(a) an occurrence other than a dangerous goods accident 
associated with and related to the transport of dangerous 
goods by air, not necessarily occurring on board an aircraft, 
which results in injury to a person, property damage, fire, 
breakage, spillage, leakage of fluid or radiation or other 
evidence that the integrity of the packaging has not been 
maintained. 

(b) Any occurrence relating to the transport of dangerous goods 
which seriously jeopardizes an aircraft or its occupants. 

 Dat a accuracy A degree of conformance between the estimated or measured 
value and true value. 

 Dat a in t egr i t y  
(assurance level) 

A degree of assurance that an aeronautical data and its value has 
not been lost or altered since the origination or authorized 
amendment. 

 Dat a l ink  
com m unicat ions 

A form of communication intended for the exchange of messages 
via a data link. 

 Dat a l ink -aut om at ic 
t erm inal  in f orm at ion  
serv ice (D-ATIS) 

The provision of ATIS via data link. 
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 Dat a product  Data  se t or da ta  se t se rie s tha t conform s to a  da ta  product 
specifica tion  (ISO 19131*). 

 Dat a product  
speci f icat ion  

Deta iled  descrip tion  of a  da ta  se t or da ta  se t se rie s toge the r with  
additiona l in form ation  tha t will enable  it  to  be  crea ted , supplied  to  
and  used  by another pa rty (ISO 19131). 
 
Note:-  A data product specification provides a description of the 
universe of discourse and a specification for mapping the universe of 
discourse to a data set. It may be used for production, sales, end-use 
or other purpose. 

 Dat a qual i t y  A degree or level of confidence that the data provided meet the 
requirements of the data user in terms of accuracy, resolution and 
integrity (or equivalent assurance level), traceability, t imeliness, 
completeness and format. 

 Dat a Resolut ion  A number of units or digits to which a measured or calculated 
value is expressed and used. 

 Dat a set  Identifiable collection of data (ISO 19101 ). 

 Dat a set  ser ies Collection of data sets sharing the same product specification (ISO 
191 15* ). 

 Dat um  Any quantity or set of quantit ies that may serve as a reference or 
basis for the calculation of other quantit ies (ISO 19104* ). 

 Decision  al t i t ude (DA) 
or  decision  heigh t  (DH) 

A specified alt itude or height in a 3D instrument approach 
operation at which a missed approach must be init iated if the 
required visual reference to continue the approach has not been 
established.. 
 
Note 1 — Decision altitude (DA) is referenced to mean sea level and 
decision height (DH) is referenced to the threshold elevation. 
 
Note 2 — The required visual reference means that section of the 
visual aids or of the approach area which should have been in view 
for sufficient time for the pilot to have made an assessment of the 
aircraft position and rate of change of position, in relation to the 
desired flight path. In Category III operations with a decision height 
the required visual reference is that specified for the particular 
procedure and operation. 
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Note 3 — For convenience where both expressions are used they may 
be written in the form “decision altitude/ height” and abbreviated 
“DA/H”. 

 Declared capaci t y  A m easure  of the  ab ility of the  ATC system  or any of its  subsystem s 
or opera ting positions to  provide  se rvice  to a ircraft during norm al 
activitie s. It  is  expressed  as the  num ber of a ircra ft en te ring a  
specified  portion  of a irspace  in  a  given  pe riod  of tim e , taking due  
account of wea the r, ATC unit configura tion , sta ff and  equipm e nt 
ava ilab le , and  any othe r factors tha t m ay a ffect the  workload  of 
the  controlle r re sponsib le  for the  a irspace . 

 Declared dist ances (a ) Take-off run  ava ilab le  (TORA). The  length  of runway decla re d  
ava ilab le  and  su itab le  for the  ground run  of an  ae roplane  
taking off. 

(b) Take-off d istance  availab le  (TODA). The  le ngth  of the  take-off 
run  ava ilab le  p lus the  length  of the  clea rwa y, if p rovided . 

(c) Acce le ra te -stop  d istance  ava ilab le  (ASDA). The  length  of the  
take-off run  ava ilab le  p lus the  length  of the  stopway, if 
p rovided . 

(d) Landing d istance  ava ilab le  (LDA). The  length  of runway which  is  
decla red  ava ilab le  and  su itab le  for the  ground run  of a n  
ae roplane  landing. 

 Def ined point  af t er  
t ak e-of f  (DPATO) 

The  poin t, with in  the  take-off and  in itia l clim b phase , be fore  wh ich  
the  he licopte r’s ab ility to  continue  the  fligh t sa fe ly, with  the  critica l 
engine  inopera tive , is  not a ssured  and  a  forced  landing m ay be  
required  

 Def ined point  befor e 
landing (DPBL) 

The  poin t with in  the  approach  and  landing phase , a fte r which  the  
he licopte r’s ab ility to  continue  the  fligh t sa fe ly, with  the  critica l 
engine  inopera tive , is  not a ssured  and  a  forced  landing m ay be  
required   

 De-icing in  the  case  of ground procedures. A procedure  by which  frost, ice , 
snow or slush  is  re m oved from  an  a ircra ft in  orde r to  provide  
uncontam ina ted  surfaces 

 Delayed r epor t ing The  postponem ent of a  scheduled  FDP by the  opera tor be fore  a  
crew m em ber has le ft h is/he r p lace  of re st 
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 Dependent  paral lel  
approaches 

Sim ultaneous approaches to  pa ra lle l or ne a r-pa ra lle l instrum ent 
runways where  radar separa tion  m inim a be tween  a ircra ft on  
ad jacent extended  runway centre  lines a re  prescribed . 

 Depression  The  sam e  as cyclone . 

 Design  landing m ass The  m axim um  m ass of the  a ircra ft a t which , for structura l design  
purposes, it  is  a ssum ed tha t it  will be  p lanned  to  land . 

 Design  t ak e-of f  m ass The  m axim um  m ass a t which  the  a ircra ft, for structura l design  
purposes, is  a ssum ed to  be  p lanned  to  be  a t the  sta rt of the  take-
off run  

 Design  t ax i ing m ass The  m axim um  m ass of the  a ircra ft a t which  structura l p rovision  is  
m ade  for load  liab le  to  occur during use  of the  a ircraft on  the  
ground prior to  the  sta rt of take -off 

 Designat ed post al  
operat or  

Any governm enta l or non-governm enta l en tity officia lly 
designa ted  by a  Un iversa l Posta l Union  (UPU) m em ber country to  
opera te  posta l se rvices and  to  fu lfil the  re la ted  obliga tions a rising 
from  the  acts of the  UPU Convention  on  its  te rritory. 

 Det ect  and avoid The  capability to  see , sense  or de tect conflicting tra ffic or othe r 
haza rds and  take  the  appropria te  action . 

 DETRESFA The  code  word  used  to  designa te  a  d istress phase . 

 Dew  point  (Dew -point  
t em perat ur e) 

The  tem pera ture  to  which  a  give n  pa rce l of a ir m ust be  cooled  a t 
constan t pressure  and  constan t wa te r-vapour conten t in  orde r for 
sa tura tion  to  occur. When th is tem pera ture  is  be low 0 °C, it  is  
ca lled  the  frost poin t. 

 Digi t al  Elevat ion  M odel  
(DEM ) 

The  representa tion  of te rra in  surface  by continuous e leva tion  
va lues a t a ll in te rsections of a  de fined  grid , re fe renced  to  com m on  
da tum . 
 
Note.— Digital Terrain Model (DTM) is sometimes referred to as DEM. 

 Direct  t r ansi t  
ar rangem ent s 

Special arrangements approved by the public authorit ies 
concerned by which traffic which is pausing briefly in its passage 
through the Contracting State may remain under their direct 
control. 

 Discret e source 
dam age 

Structural damage of the aeroplane that is likely to result from: 
impact with a bird, uncontained fan blade failure, uncontained 
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engine  fa ilure , unconta ined  h igh-energy rota ting m achinery fa ilure  
or sim ila r causes. 

 Displaced Threshold A threshold  not loca ted  a t the  extrem ity of a  runway 

 Disrupt ive schedule 
 
 

A crew m em ber’s roste r com prising an  FDP or a  com bina tion  of 
FDPs sta rting, fin ish ing during or encroaching any portion  of the  
day or of the  n ight where  a  crew m em ber is  acclim a tised  which  
d isrupts the  sleep  opportunity during the  optim al sleep  tim e  
window. A schedule  m ay be  d isruptive  due  to  ea rly sta rts , la te  
fin ishes and  n ight du tie s. 
 
(a ) ‘Early type’ of d isruptive  schedule  m eans:  

1. for ‘ea rly start’ a  du ty pe riod  sta rting in  the  pe riod  be tween 
05:00 and  05:59 in  the  tim e  zone  to  which  a  crew m em ber 
is  acclim a tised ; and   

2. for ‘la te  fin ish’ a  du ty pe riod  fin ish ing in  the  pe riod  be twee n 
23:00 and  01:59 in  the  tim e  zone  to  which  a  crew m em ber 
is  acclim a tised .  

 
(b ) ‘La te  type’ of d isruptive  schedule  m eans: 

1. for ‘ea rly start’ a  du ty pe riod  sta rting in  the  pe riod  be tween 
05:00 and  06:59 in  the  tim e  zone  to  which  a  crew m em ber 
is  acclim a tised ; and   

2. for ‘la te  fin ish’ a  du ty pe riod  fin ish ing in  the  pe riod  be twee n 
00:00 and  01:59 in  the  tim e  zone  to  which  a  crew m em ber 
is  acclim a tised .  

 
(c) ‘Night du ty’ m eans a  duty pe riod  encroaching any portion  of the  

pe riod  be tween  02:00 and  04:59 in  the  tim e  zone  to  which  the  
crew is acclim a tised 

 Dist ance DR The  horizonta l d istance  tha t the  he licopte r has trave lled  from  the  
end  of the  take-off d istance  ava ilab le  

 Dist ress phase A situa tion  where in  the re  is  reasonable  ce rta in ty tha t an  a ircraft 
and  its  occupants a re  threa tened  by grave  and  im m inent danger 
or require  im m edia te  a ssistance . 

 Dit ch ing The  forced  landing of an  a ircra ft on  wa te r. 

 Dow nst ream  clearance A clea rance  issued  to  an  a ircra ft by an  a ir tra ffic control un it tha t 
is  not the  curren t con trolling au thority of tha t a ircra ft. 
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 Dry lease agreem ent  An agreem ent be tween undertakings pursuant to  which  the  
a ircra ft is  opera ted  under the  a ir opera tor ce rtifica te  (AOC) of the  
le ssee  

 Dry operat ing m ass The  tota l m ass of the  a ircra ft ready for a  specific type  of opera tion , 
excluding usable  fue l and  tra ffic load  

 Dry runw ay  A runway is conside re d  dry if its  surface  is  free  of visib le  m oisture  
and  not contam ina ted  with in  the  a rea  in te nded  to  be  use d . 

 Dual inst ruct ion  t im e Flight tim e  during which  a  pe rson  is  rece iving fligh t instruction  
from  a  properly au thorized  p ilot on  board  the  a ircra ft 

 Dut y  Any task tha t a  crew m em ber pe rform s for the  opera tor, includ ing 
fligh t du ty, adm inistra tive  work, giving or rece iving tra in ing and  
checking, position ing, and  som e e lem ents of standby 

 Dut y per iod A period  which  sta rts  when  a  cre w m em ber is  required  by an  
opera tor to  report for or to  com m ence  a  du ty and  ends whe n tha t 
pe rson  is  free  of a ll du tie s 

 East w ard-West w ard 
and West w ard-
East w ard t r ansi t ion  

The  transition  a t hom e base  be twee n a  rota tion  crossing 6 or m ore  
tim e  zones in  one  d irection  and  a  rota tion  crossing 4 or m ore  tim e  
zones in  the  opposite  d irection  

 EDTO cr i t ical  f uel  The  fue l quantity necessa ry to  fly to  an  en-route  a lte rna te  
ae rodrom e conside ring, a t the  m ost critica l poin t on  the  route , the  
m ost lim iting system  fa ilure . 

 EDTO sign i f icant  
syst em  

An aeroplane  system  whose  fa ilure  or degrada tion  could  adverse ly 
a ffect the  sa fe ty particu la r to  an  EDTO fligh t, or whose  continued  
functioning is  specifica lly im portan t to  the  sa fe  fligh t and  landing 
of an  ae roplane  during an  EDTO diversion . 

 Ef fect ive in t ensi t y  The  e ffective  in tensity of a  fla sh ing ligh t is  equa l to  the  in tensity of 
a  fixed  ligh t of the  sam e  colour wh ich  will p roduce  the  sam e  visua l 
range  under identica l conditions of obse rva tion . 

 ELA1 air craf t  m eans the  following m anned ligh t a ircra ft: 
 
(a ) an  ae roplane  with  a  m axim um  take-off m ass (MTOM) of 1200 

kg or le ss tha t is  not classified  as com plex m otor-powered  
a ircra ft; 

(b) a  sa ilp lane  or powere d  sa ilp lane  of 1200 kg MTOM or le ss; 
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(c) a  ba lloon  with  a  m axim um  design  lifting ga s or hot a ir volum e 
of not m ore  than  3400 m 3 for hot a ir ba lloons, 1050 m 3 for gas  
ba lloons, 300 m 3 for te the red  gas ba lloons; 

(d) an  a irsh ip  designed  for not m ore  than  four occupants and  a  
m axim um  design  lifting gas or hot a ir volum e of not m ore  than  
3400 m 3 for hot a ir a irsh ips and  1000 m 3 for gas a irsh ips. 

(Source: European Commission Regulation (EU) No 2015/1536 of 25 August 
2016) 

 ELA2 air craf t  m eans the  following m anned ligh t a ircra ft 
(a ) an  ae roplane  with  a  Maxim um  Take-off Mass (MTOM) of 2000 

kg or le ss tha t is  not classified  as com plex m otor-powered  
a ircra ft; 

(b) a  sa ilp lane  or powere d  sa ilp lane  of  2 000 kg MTOM or le ss; 
(c) a  ba lloon; 
(d) a  hot a ir sh ip ; 
(e ) a  gas a irsh ip  com plying with  a ll of the  following characte ristics: 

− 3% m axim um  sta tic heaviness, 
− non-vectored  thrust (except reverse  thrust), 
− conventiona l and  sim ple  design  of structure , control system  

and  ba llone t system , and  
− non-power assisted  controls; 

(f) a  Very Light Rotorcra ft; 
(Source: European Commission Regulation (EU) No. 2015/1536 dated 25 
August 2016) 

 Elect ron ic Aeronau t ical  
Char t  Display  

An e lectronic device  by which  fligh t crews a re  enabled  to  execute , 
in  a  convenie nt and  tim e ly m anner, rou te  p lanning, rou te  
m onitoring and  naviga tion  by d isp laying re quired  inform ation . 

 Elect ron ic f l igh t  bag 
(EFB) 

An e lectron ic inform ation  system , com prised  of equ ipm ent and  
applica tions for fligh t crew, which  a llows for the  storing, upda ting, 
d isp laying and  processing of EFB functions to  support fligh t 
opera tions or du tie s. 

 Elevat ed hel ipor t  A he liport loca ted  on  a  ra ised  structure  on  land . 

 Elevat ed f inal  
approach and t ak e-of f  
area (elevat ed FATO) 

A FATO tha t is  a t least 3 m  above  the  surrounding surface ; 

 Elevat ion  The  vertica l d istance  of a  poin t or a  leve l, on  or a ffixed  to  the  
surface  of the  ea rth , m easured  from  m ean sea  leve l. 
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 Ell ipsoid Height  
(GEODETIC HEIGHT) 

The  he ight re la ted  to  the  re fe rence  e llipsoid , m easured  a long the  
e llipsoida l ou te r norm al th rough the  poin t  in  question . 

 Em ergency locat or  
t r ansm it t er  (ELT) 

A generic te rm  describ ing equ ipm ent which  broadcast d istinctive  
signa ls on  designa ted  frequencies and , de pending on  applica tion , 
m ay be  au tom atica lly activa ted  by im pact or be  m anua lly 
activa ted . An ELT m ay be  any of the  following: 
 
Autom atic fixed  ELT (ELT (AF)). An au tom atica lly activa ted  ELT 
which  is  pe rm anently a ttached  to  an  a ircraft. 
 
Autom atic portab le  ELT (ELT (AP)). An au tom atica lly activa ted  ELT 
which  is  rigid ly a ttached  to  an  a ircra ft bu t readily rem ovable  from  
the  a ircra ft. 
 
Autom atic deployable  ELT (ELT (AD)). An ELT which  is  rigid ly 
a ttached  to  an  a ircra ft and  which  is  au tom atica lly deployed  and  
activa ted  by im pact, and , in  som e cases, a lso by hydrosta tic 
sensors. Manua l deploym ent is  a lso provided . 
 
Surviva l ELT (ELT(S)). An ELT which  is  rem ovable  from  an  a ircra ft, 
s towed so as to  facilita te  its  ready use  in  an  em ergency, and  
m anua lly activa ted  by survivors. 

 Em ergency phase A generic te rm  m eaning, a s the  case  m ay be , uncerta in ty phase , 
a le rt phase  or d istress phase . 

 En-rout e al t ernat e 
(ERA) aerodrom e 

An adequa te  ae rodrom e a long the  route , which  m ay be  required  
a t the  p lanning stage . 

(Source: European Commission Regulation (EU) No. 965/2012 dated 25 
October 2012) 

 Engine A unit used or intended to be used for aircraft propulsion. It 
consists of at least those components and equipment necessary 
for functioning and control, but excludes the propeller (if 
applicable). 

 Enhanced v ision 
syst em  (EVS) 

A system to display electronic real-t ime images of the external 
scene achieved through the use of imaging sensors 

 En-rout e phase That part of the flight from the end of the take-off and init ial climb 
phase to the commencement of the approach and landing phase. 



Maldivian Civil Aviation Regulations  MCAR–1 Defin itions and  Abb revia tions 
Civil Avia tion  Authority  Genera l Defin itions 

 

Issue : 4.00 2-43 20 February 2022 

  

 European Par t  
Approval  (EPA) 

European Part Approval of an  a rticle  m eans the  article  has been  
produced in  accordance  with  approved design da ta  not be longing to the  
type -ce rtifica te  holde r of the  re la ted  product, except for ETSO article s 
 
(Source: European Commission Regulation (EU) No. 748/2012 of 3 
August 2012) 

 Er ror  An action or inaction by an operational person that leads to 
deviations from organizational or the operational person’s 
intentions or expectations. 
 
Note — See Attachment E of ICAO Annex 13 — Aircraft Accident and 
Incident Investigation for a description of operational personnel. 

 Er ror  m anagem ent  The process of detecting and responding to errors with 
countermeasures that reduce or eliminate the consequences of 
errors and mitigate the probability of further errors or undesired 
states. 
 
Note — See Attachment C to Chapter 3 of the ICAO Procedures for Air 
Navigation Services — Training (PANS-TRG, Doc 9868) and Circular 
314 — Threat and Error Management (TEM) in Air Traffic Control for a 
description of undesired states. 

 Est im at ed of f -block  
t im e. 

The estimated time at which the aircraft will commence movement 
associated with departure. 

 Est im at ed t im e of  
ar r ival  

For IFR flights, the time at which it is estimated that the aircraft will 
arrive over that designated point, defined by reference to 
navigation aids, from which it is intended that an instrument 
approach procedure will be commenced, or, if no navigation aid is 
associated with the aerodrome, the time at which the aircraft will 
arrive over the aerodrome.  
 
For VFR flights, the time at which it is estimated that the aircraft 
will arrive over the aerodrome. 

 European Technical  
St andard Order  (ETSO) 

The European Technical Standard Order is a detailed airworthiness 
specification issued by the European Aviation Safety Agency to ensure 
compliance with the requirements of European Commission Regulation 
(EU) No. 748/2012 as a minimum performance standard for specified 
articles 
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(Source: European Commission Regulation (EU) No. 748/2012 of 3 
August 2012) 

 Exam inat ion  An inspection , pa lpa tion , pe rcussion , auscu lta tion  or othe r m eans 
of investiga tion  especia lly for d iagnosing d isease  

 Expect ed approach 
t im e 

The  tim e  a t which  ATC expects tha t an  a rriving a ircra ft, following a  
de lay, will leave  the  hold ing fix to  com ple te  its  approach  for a  
landing. 
 
Note – The actual time of leaving the holding fix will depend upon the 
approach clearance. 

 Ext ended diversion 
t im e operat ions (EDTO) 

Any opera tion  by an  ae roplane  with  two or m ore  turb ine  engines 
where  the  d ive rsion  t im e  to  an  en-route  a lte rna te  ae rodrom e is 
grea te r than  the  threshold  tim e  estab lished  by the  Sta te  of the  
Opera tor. 

 Ext ended f l igh t  over  
w at er  

A fligh t opera ted  over wa te r a t a  d istance  of m ore  than  93 km  (50 
NM), or 30 m inutes a t norm al cru ising speed , whichever is  the  
le sse r, away from  land  su itab le  for m aking an  em ergency landing. 

 Ext ended range 
operat ion  

Any fligh t by an  ae roplane  with  two turb ine  engines where  the  
fligh t tim e  a t the  one  engine  inopera tive  cru ise  speed  (in  ISA and  
still a ir conditions), from  a  poin t on  the  route  to  an  adequa te  
a lte rna te  ae rodrom e, is  grea te r than  the  threshold  tim e  approved  
by the  Sta te  of the  Opera tor. 

 Ext er nal  equipm ent  
(hel icopt er ) 

Any instrum ent, m echanism , pa rt, appara tus, appurtenance , or 
accessory tha t is  a ttached  to  or extends from  the  he licopte r 
exte rior bu t is  not used  nor is  in tended  to  be  used  for opera ting 
or controlling a  he licopte r in  fligh t and  is  not pa rt of an  a irfram e or 
engine . 

 Eye special ist  An ophtha lm ologist  or a  vision  ca re  specia list qua lified  in  
optom etry and  tra ined  to  recognise  pa thologica l conditions, 

 Fact or  of  safet y  A design  factor used  to  provide  for the  possib ility of loads grea te r 
than  those  assum ed, and  for uncerta in tie s in  design  and  
fabrica tion . 

 Final  approach  
segm ent  (FAS) 

That segm ent of an instrum ent approach  procedure  in  which  
a lignm ent and  desce nt for landing a re  accom plished . 
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 Fat al  In jur y  m eans any in jury wh ich  resu lts  in  dea th  with in  30 days of the  
accident. 

 Fat igue A physiologica l sta te  of reduced  m enta l or physica l pe rform ance  
capability resu lting from  sleep  loss, e xtended  wakefu lness, 
circadian  phase , and/or workload  (m enta l and/or physica l activity) 
tha t can  im pa ir a  pe rson’s a le rtness and  ab ility to  pe rform  safe ty-
re la ted  opera tiona l du tie s. 

 Fat igue Risk  
M anagem ent  Syst em  
(FRM S) 

A da ta -driven  m eans of continuously m onitoring and  m anaging 
fa tigue-re la ted  sa fe ty risks, based  upon scien tific princip les and  
knowledge  as we ll a s opera tiona l experie nce  tha t a im s to  ensure  
re levant pe rsonne l a re  pe rform ing a t adequa te  leve ls of a le rtness. 

 Feat ur e Abstraction  of rea l world  phenom ena  (ISO 19101). 

 Feat ur e at t r ibu t e Characte ristic of a  fea ture  (ISO 19101). 
 
Note:- A feature attribute has a name, a data type and a value domain 
associated with it. 

 Feat ur e operat ion  Operation that every instance of a feature type may perform (ISO 
19110* ). 
 
Note.— An operation upon the feature type dam is to raise the dam. 
The result of this operation is to raise the level of water in the reservoir. 

 Feat ur e r elat ionship Relationship that links instances of one feature type with instances 
of the same or a different feature type (ISO 19101* ). 

 Feat ur e t ype Class of real world phenomena with common properties (ISO 
19110* ). 
 
Note. — In a feature catalogue, the basic level of classification is the 
feature type. 

 Fi led f l igh t  plan. The flight plan as filed with an ATS unit by the pilot or a designated 
representative, without any subsequent changes. 

 Final  approach  That part of an instrument approach procedure which commences 
at the specified final approach fix or point, or where such a fix or 
point is not specified, 
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(a ) a t the  end  of the  last procedure  turn , base  turn  or inbound turn  
of a  race track procedure , if specified ; or 

 
(b) a t the  poin t of in te rception  of the  la st track specified  in  the  

approach  procedure ; and  ends a t a  poin t in  the  vicin ity of an  
ae rodrom e from  which: 
1. a  landing can  be  m ade ; or 
2. a  m issed  approach  procedure  is  in itia ted . 

 Final  Approach and 
Tak e-of f  Area (FATO) 

A defined  a rea  over which  the  fina l phase  of the  approach  
m anoeuvre  to  hover or landing is  com ple ted  and  from  which  the  
take-off m anoeuvre  is  com m enced . Where  the  FATO is to  be  used  
by pe rform ance  Class 1 he licopte rs, the  de fined  a rea  includes the  
re jected  take-off area  ava ilab le . 

 Final  approach  
segm ent  (FAS) 

That segm ent of an instrum ent approach  procedure  in  which  
a lignm ent and  desce nt for landing a re  accom plished  

 Final  Approach Fix  or  
Point  

That fix or poin t of an  instrum ent approach procedure  where  the  
fina l approach  segm ent com m ences. 

 Final  approach  
segm ent  

That segm ent of an instrum ent approach  procedure  in  which  
a lignm ent and  desce nt for landing a re  accom plished . 

 Fire resist ant  The  capability to  withstand  the  applica tion  of hea t by a  flam e  for a  
pe riod  of 5 m inutes. 
 
Note — The characteristics of an acceptable flame can be found in ISO 
2685. 

 Fireproof  
 
 

The capability to withstand the application of heat by a flame for a 
period of 15 minutes. 
 
Note — The characteristics of an acceptable flame can be found in ISO 
2685. 

 Fireproof  m at er ial  A material capable of withstanding heat as well as or better than 
steel when the dimensions in both cases are appropriate for the 
specific purpose 

 Fir st  aid oxygen  The  additional  oxygen  provided  for  the  use  of  passengers,  
who  do  not satisfactorily  recover  following  subjection  to  
excessive  cabin  alt itudes,  during  which  they  had  been provided 
with supplemental oxygen.  
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(Source: JAR-1) 

 Fixed l igh t  A light having constan t lum inous in tensity when obse rved  from  a  
fixed  poin t. 

 Flam m able With  respect to  a  flu id  or gas, m eans susceptib le  to  ign iting readily 
or explod ing.  

(Source: EASA Executive Director (ED) Decision 2003/11/RM dated 
05/11/2003-CS definitions) 

 Fl ight  and Nav igat ion  
Procedures Trainer ’ 
(FNPT) 

A tra in ing device  which  represents the  fligh t deck or cockpit 
environm ent, including the  assem blage  of equipm ent and  
com pute r program m es necessa ry to  represent an  a ircraft type  or 
class in  fligh t opera tions to  the  exten t tha t the  system s appear to  
function  as in  an  a ircra ft 

 Fl ight  cr ew  m em ber  A licensed  crew m em ber charged  with  dutie s e ssentia l to the  
opera tion  of an  a ircraft during a  fligh t du ty pe riod .  

 Fl ight  dat a analysis A process of ana lysing recorded  fligh t da ta  in  orde r to  im prove  the  
sa fe ty of fligh t opera tions. 

 Fl ight  dat a m on it or ing 
(FDM ) 

The  proactive  and  non-punitive  use  of d igita l fligh t da ta  from  
routine  opera tions to  im prove  avia tion  sa fe ty 

 Fl ight  docum ent at ion. Written  or prin ted  docum ents, includ ing charts or form s, 
conta in ing m eteorologica l in form ation  for a  fligh t. 

 Fl ight  du t y  per iod (FDP) A period  tha t com m ences whe n a  crew m em ber is  required  to  
report for du ty, which  m ay include  a  fligh t or a  se rie s of fligh ts, and  
fin ishes when the  a ircra ft fina lly com es to rest and  the  engines a re  
shut down, a t the  end  of the  la st fligh t on  which  he /she  acts a s an  
opera ting crew m em ber 

 Fl ight  In form at ion 
Cent re 

A unit e stab lished  to  p rovide  fligh t in form ation  se rvice  and  a le rting 
se rvice . 

 Fl ight  In form at ion 
Region  

An a irspace  of de fined  d im ensions with in  which  fligh t in form ation  
se rvice  and  a le rting se rvice  a re  provided . 

 Fl ight  In form at ion 
Serv ice 

A service  provided  for the  purpose  of giving advice  and  
inform ation  use fu l for the  sa fe  and  e fficient conduct of fligh ts. 
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 Fl ight  inst ruct or  (FI) An instructor with  the  privile ges to  provide  tra in ing in  an  a ircra ft, 
in  accordance  with  Pa rt-FCL 

 Fl ight  level  A surface  of constan t a tm ospheric pressure  wh ich  is  re la ted  to  a  
specific pressure  da tum , 1013.2 hectopasca ls (hPa), and  is  
separa ted  from  othe r such  surfaces by specific pressure  in te rva ls. 
 
Note 1: A pressure type altimeter calibrated in accordance with the 
Standard Atmosphere: 
 
(a) when set to a QNH altimeter setting, will indicate altitude; 
(b) when set to a QFE altimeter setting, will indicate height above the 

QFE reference datum; 
(c) when set to a pressure of 1 013.2 hPa, may be used to indicate 

flight levels. 
 
Note 2: The terms “height” and “altitude”, used in Note 1 above, 
indicate altimetric rather than geometric heights and altitudes. 

 Fl ight  M anual A m anua l, a ssocia ted  with  the  ce rtifica te  of a irworth iness, 
conta in ing lim ita tions with in  which  the  a ircra ft is  to  be  conside re d  
a irworthy, and  instructions and  inform ation  necessa ry to  the  fligh t 
crew m em bers for the  sa fe  opera tion  of the  a ircra ft. 

 Fl ight  operat ions 
of f icer / f l igh t  
dispat cher  

A person  designa ted  by the  opera tor to  engage  in  the  control and  
supervision  of fligh t opera tions, whe ther licensed  or not, su itab ly 
qua lified  in  accordance  with  the  applicable  requirem ents, who 
supports, b rie fs and/or a ssists  the  p ilot-in-com m and in  the  sa fe  
conduct of the  fligh t  

 Fl ight  plan  Specified  inform ation  provided  to  a ir tra ffic se rvices units , re la tive  
to  an  in tended  fligh t or portion  of a  fligh t of an  a ircraft. 

 Fl ight  procedur es 
t r ainer  

See  fligh t sim ula tion  tra in ing device . 

 Fl ight  r ecorder  Any type  of recorder insta lled  in  the  a ircra ft for the  purpose  of 
com plem enting accident/ incident investiga tion . 

 Aut om at ic deployable 
f l igh t  r ecorder  (ADFR) 

A com bina tion  fligh t recorder insta lled  on  the  a ircra ft which  is  
capable  of au tom atica lly deploying from  the  a ircra ft. 

 Fl ight  safet y  
docum ent s syst em . 

A se t of in te rre la ted  docum enta tion  estab lished  by the  opera tor, 
com piling and  organizing inform ation  ne cessa ry for fligh t and  
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ground  opera tions, a nd  com prising, a s a  m inim um , the  opera tions 
m anua l and  the  opera tor’s continuing a irworth iness m anagem ent 
exposition . 

 Fl ight  sim ulat ion  
t r ain ing dev ice (FSTD). 

A tra in ing device  which  is: 
 
(a ) in  the  case  of ae roplanes, a  fu ll fligh t sim ula tor (FFS), a  fligh t 

tra in ing device  (FTD), a  fligh t and  navigation  procedures tra ine r 
(FNPT), or a  basic instrum ent tra in ing device  (BITD);  

(b) in  the  case  of he licopte rs, a  fu ll fligh t sim ula tor (FFS), a  fligh t 
tra in ing device  (FTD) or a  fligh t and  naviga tion  procedures  
tra ine r (FNPT) 

 
(Source: Regulation (EC) No 216/2008 of the European parliament and of the 
council of 20 February 2008) 

 Fl ight  sim ulat or  See flight simulation training device. 

 Fl ight  t im e for  aeroplanes, t our ing m ot or  gl iders and pow ered-l i f t , it  means the total 
t ime from the moment an aircraft first moves for the purpose of 
taking off until the moment it finally comes to rest at the end of 
the flight; 
 
f or  hel icopt ers, it  means the total t ime from the moment a 
helicopter’s rotor blades start turning until the moment the 
helicopter finally comes to rest at the end of the flight, and the 
rotor blades are stopped; 
 
for  air sh ips, it means the total t ime from the moment an airship is 
released from the mast for the purpose of taking off until the 
moment the airship finally comes to rest at the end of the flight, 
and is secured on the mast; 
 
f or  sai lplanes, it means the total t ime from the moment the sailplane 
commences the ground run in the process of taking off until the 
moment the sailplane finally comes to a rest at the end of flight; 
 
f or  bal loons, it means the total t ime from the moment the basket 
leaves the ground for the purpose of taking off until the moment 
it finally comes to a rest at the end of the flight. 
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 Fl ight  t im e — 
hel icopt ers 

The  tota l tim e  from  the  m om ent a  he licop te r’s rotor b lades sta rt 
tu rn ing until the  m om ent the  he licopte r fina lly com es to  rest a t the  
end  of the  fligh t, and  the  rotor b lades a re  stopped . 

 Fl ight  t im e — r em ot ely  
pi lot ed air craf t  
syst em s 

The  tota l tim e  from  the  m om ent a  com m and and  control (C2) link  
is  e stab lished  be twe en the  rem ote  p ilot sta tion  (RPS) and  the   
rem ote ly p iloted  a ircra ft (RPA) for the  purpose  of taking off or  
from  the  m om ent the  rem ote  p ilot rece ives control following a   
handover until the  m om ent the  rem ote  p ilot com ple tes a   
handover or the  C2 link be tween the  RPS and  the  RPA is 
te rm ina ted  a t the  end  of the  fligh t. 

 Fl ight  t im e under  
Inst rum ent  Fl igh t  Ru les 
(IFR) 

All fligh t tim e  during which  the  a ircra ft is  be ing opera ted  under the  
Instrum ent Fligh t Rules. 

 Fl ight  Train ing Dev ice 
(FTD) 

A fu ll size  re p lica  of a  specific a ircra ft type’s instrum ents, 
equipm ent, pane ls and  controls in  an  open  fligh t deck a rea  or an  
enclosed  a ircra ft fligh t deck, including the  assem blage  of 
equipm ent and  com pute r software  program m es necessa ry to  
represent the  a ircra ft in  ground and  fligh t conditions to  the  exten t 
of the  system s insta lled  in  the  device . It  does not require  a  force  
cue ing m otion  or visua l system , except in  the  case  of he licopte r 
FTD leve ls 2 and  3, where  visua l system s are  required . 

 Fl ight  v isibi l i t y  The  visib ility forward  from  the  cockpit of an  a ircra ft in  fligh t. 

 Fog A hydrom eteor consisting of a  visib le  aggrega te  of m inute  wa ter 
drople ts (or ice  crysta ls), suspended  in  the  a tm osphere  nea r the  
Earth 's  surface . Accord ing to  in te rna tiona l de fin ition , fog re duce s 
visib ility be low one  kilom ete r. Fog d iffe rs from  cloud  only in  tha t 
the  base  of fog is  a t the  Earth 's  surface  while  clouds a re  above  the  
surface . When com posed  of ice  crysta ls, it  is  te rm ed ice  fog. 

 Forecast  A sta tem ent of expected  m eteorologica l conditions for a  specified  
tim e  or pe riod , and  for a  specified  a rea  or portion  of a irspace . 

 Foreign object  debr is 
(FOD) 

An inan im ate  object with in  the  m ovem ent a rea  which  has no  
opera tiona l or ae ronautica l function  and  which  has the  poten tia l 
to  be  a  haza rd  to  a ircra ft opera tions. 

 Frangible object  An object of low m ass designed  to  break, d istort or yie ld  on  im pact 
so as to  present the  m inim um  hazard  to  a ircra ft. 
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Note — Guidance on design for frangibility is contained in the 
Aerodrome Design Manual (Doc 9157), Part 6 

 Front  In  m eteorology, ge nera lly, the  in te rface  or transition  zone  
be tween  two a ir m asses of d iffe rent density. Since  the  
tem pera ture  d istribu tion  is  the  m ost im portan t regula tor of the  
a tm osphere  density, a  front a lm ost invariab ly separa tes a ir 
m asses of d iffe ren t tem pera ture . When  warm er a ir rep laces the  
colde r, it  is  a  warm  front, and  a  front is  a  cold  one  when the  
opposite  occurs. 

 Frost  The  cond ition  which  e xists when the  tem pera ture  nea r the  Earth 's  
surface  and  Earth-bound ob jects fa lls  be low freezing (0 °C or 32 
°F). 

 Frost  poin t  The  h ighest tem pera ture  a t which  a tm ospheric m oisture  will 
sublim ate  in  the  form  of hoarfrost on  a  cooled  surface . It  is  
ana logous to  the  dew poin t. 

 FSTD qual i f icat ion  The  leve l of technica l ab ility of an  FSTD as de fined  in  the  
com pliance  docum en t  

 FSTD user  The  organisa tion  or pe rson  requesting tra in ing, checking or te sting 
through the  use  of an  FSTD to an  ATO 

 Fuel  ERA aerodrom e An ERA aerodrome selected for the purpose of reducing contingency fuel 

 Ful l  Fl igh t  Sim u lat or  
(FFS) 

A fu ll size  rep lica  of a  specific type  or m ake , m ode l and  se rie s 
a ircra ft fligh t deck, including the  assem blage  of a ll equipm ent and  
com pute r program m es necessa ry to  represent the  a ircra ft in  
ground and  fligh t ope ra tions, a  visua l system  provid ing an  out-of-
the -fligh t deck view, a nd  a  force  cue ing m otion  system  

 GAM ET area f orecast  An a rea  forecast in  abbrevia ted  p la in  language  for low-leve l fligh ts 
for a  fligh t in form ation  region  or sub -a rea  the reof, p repared  by the  
m eteorologica l office  designa ted  by the  MMS and exchanged with  
m eteorologica l offices in  ad jacent fligh t in form ation  regions, a s 
agreed  be twee n the  m eteorologica l au thoritie s concerned . 

 GBAS landing syst em  
(GLS) 

An approach  landing system  using ground based  augm ented  
globa l naviga tion  sa te llite  system  (GNSS/GBAS) inform ation  to  
provide  guidance  to  the  a ircra ft based  on  its  la te ra l and  ve rtica l 
GNSS position . It use s geom etric a ltitude  re fe rence  for its  fina l 
approach  slope  
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 General  av iat ion 
operat ion  

An a ircra ft opera tion  othe r than  a  com m ercia l a ir transport 
opera tion  or an  ae ria l work opera tion . 

 General  ci r cu lat ion  (globa l circu la tion , p lane ta ry circu la tion) of the  a tm osphere . 
Com ple te  sta tistica l descrip tion  of a tm ospheric m otions over the  
Earth . 

 Geodesic dist ance The  shortest d istance  be tween any two poin ts on  a  m athem atica lly 
de fined  e llipsoida l su rface . 

 Geodet ic dat um  A m inim um  se t of pa ram ete rs required  to  de fine  loca tion  and  
orien ta tion  of the  loca l re fe rence  system  with  respect to  the  globa l 
re fe rence  system /fram e . 

 Geoid The  equipoten tia l surface  in  the  gravity fie ld  of the  Earth  which  
coincides with  the  undisturbed  m ean se a  leve l (MSL) extended  
continuously through  the  continents. 
 
Note:-  The geoid is irregular in shape because of local gravitational 
disturbances (wind tides, salinity, current, etc.) and the direction of 
gravity is perpendicular to the geoid at every point. 

 Geoid undulat ion  The distance of the geoid above (posit ive) or below (negative) the 
mathematical reference ellipsoid. 
 
Note:-  In respect to the World Geodetic System — 1984 (WGS-84) 
defined ellipsoid, the difference between the WGS-84 ellipsoidal height 
and orthometric height represents WGS-84 geoid undulation. 

 Glide pat h  A descent profile determined for vertical guidance during a final 
approach. 

 Glider  A non-power-driven heavier-than-air aircraft, deriving its lift in 
flight chiefly from aerodynamic reactions on surfaces which 
remain fixed under given conditions of flight  

 Glider  f l ight  t im e The total t ime occupied in flight, whether being towed or not, from 
the moment the glider first moves for the purpose of taking off 
until the moment it comes to rest at the end of the flight. 

 Gregor ian calendar  Calendar in general use; first introduced in 1582 to define a year 
that more closely approximates the tropical year than the Julian 
calendar (ISO 19108* ). 
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Note – In the Gregorian calendar, common years have 365 days and 
leap years 366 days divided into twelve sequential months. 

 Gregor ian calendar  Calendar in  genera l u se ; first in troduced  in  1582 to  de fine  a  yea r 
tha t m ore  close ly approxim ates the  trop ica l yea r than  the  Ju lian  
ca lendar (ISO 19 108). 
 
Note:- In the Gregorian calendar, common years have 365 days and 
leap years 366 days divided into twelve sequential months. 

 Gr id poin t  dat a in  
digi t al  f orm  

Com pute r processed  m eteorologica l da ta  for a  se t of regula rly 
spaced  poin ts on  a  chart, for transm ission  from  a  m eteorologica l 
com pute r to  com pute r in  a  code  form  su itab le  for au tom ated  use . 
 
Note:- In most cases, such data are transmitted on medium- or high-
speed telecommunications channels. 

 Ground em ergency 
serv ice personnel  

Any ground  em erge ncy se rvice  pe rsonne l (such  as policem en, 
firem en, e tc.) involved  with  he licopte r em ergency m edica l se rvice s  
(HEMSs) and  whose  ta sks a re  to  any exten t pe rtinent to  he licopte r 
opera tions 

 Ground handl ing Services necessa ry for an  a ircra ft’s a rriva l a t, and  departure  from , 
an  a irport, o the r than a ir traffic se rvices. 

 Ground v isibi l i t y  The  visib ility a t an  ae rodrom e as reported  by an  accredited  
obse rver or by au tom atic system s. 

 Grounding The  form al prohib ition  of an  a ircra ft to  take -off and  the  taking of 
such  steps as are  necessa ry to  de ta in  it 

 Group of  bal loons A ca tegorisa tion  of ba lloons, taking in to account the  size  or 
capacity of the  enve lope  

 Guidance M at er ial  
(GM ) 

Non-binding m ate ria l deve lope d  by the  CAA tha t he lps to  illustra te  
the  m eaning of a  requirem ent or specifica tion  and  is  used  to  
support the  in te rpre ta tion  of civil avia tion  regula tions and  AMC 

 Gyroplane A heavie r-than-a ir a ircra ft supported  in  fligh t by the  reactions of 
the  a ir on  one  or m ore  rotors which  rota te  free ly on  substan tia lly 
ve rtica l axes 
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 Harness The  equipm ent, consisting of two shoulder straps and  a  lap  be lt, 
which  is  provide d  to  restra in  a  m em ber of the  fligh t crew aga inst 
ine rtia  loads occurring in  em erge ncy conditions. 

(Source: EASA Executive Director (ED) Decision 2003/11/RM dated 
05/11/2003-CS definitions) 

 Hazard A condition or an object with the potential to cause or contribute 
to an aircraft incident or accident. 

 Hazard beacon  An aeronautical beacon used to designate a danger to air 
navigation. 

 Haze Fine dust or salt particles dispersed through a portion of the 
atmosphere; a type of lithometeor. The particles are so small that 
they cannot be felt or individually seen with the naked eye, but 
they diminish horizontal visibility and give the atmosphere a 
characteristic opalescent appearance that subdues all colours. 

 Heading The direction in which the longitudinal axis of an aircraft is pointed, 
usually expressed in degrees from North (true, magnetic, compass 
or grid). 

 Head-up display (HUD) A display system which presents flight information to the pilot’s 
forward external field of view and which does not significantly 
restrict the external view 

 Head-up gu idance 
landing syst em  
(HUDLS) 

The total airborne system that provides head-up guidance to the 
pilot during the approach and landing and/or missed approach 
procedure. It includes all sensors, computers, power supplies, 
indications and controls 

 Heavier -t han-air  
air craf t  

Any aircraft deriving its lift in flight chiefly from aerodynamic 
forces. 

 Height  The vertical distance of a level, a point or an object considered as 
a point, measured from a specified datum. 

 Hel icopt er  A heavier-than-air aircraft supported in flight chiefly by the 
reactions of the air on one or more power driven rotors on 
substantially vertical axes. 

 Hel icopt er  hoist  
operat ion  (HHO) cr ew  
m em ber  

A technical crew member who performs assigned duties relating 
to the operation of a hoist 
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 Hel icopt er  st and A define d  a rea  in tended  to  accom m odate  a  he licopte r for 
purposes of: loading or un loading passengers, m a il or ca rgo; 
fue lling, pa rking or m ain tenance ; and , whe re  a ir taxiing opera tions 
a re  contem pla ted , the  TLOF. 

 Hel ideck  A FATO loca ted  on  a  floa ting or fixed  offshore  structure ;  

 Hel ipor t  An aerodrom e or a  de fined  a rea  on  a  structure  in tended  to  be  
used  wholly or in  pa rt for the  a rriva l, departure  and  surface  
m ovem ent of he licopte rs. 

 Hel ipor t  operat ing 
m in im a 

The  lim its of usability of a  he liport for: 
(a ) take -off, expressed  in  te rm s of runway visua l range  and/or 

visib ility and , if necessa ry, cloud  conditions; 
(b) landing in  2D instrum ent approach  opera tions, expressed  in  

te rm s of visib ility and/or runway visua l range , m in im um  
descent a ltitude /he ight (MDA/H) and , if necessa ry, cloud  
conditions; and  

(c) landing in  3D instrum ent approach  opera tions, expressed  in  
te rm s of visib ility and/or runway visua l range  and  decision  
a ltitude /he ight (DA/H) as appropria te  to  the  type  and/or 
ca tegory of the  opera tion . 

 Hel ipor t  Refer ence 
Point  (HRP) 

The  designa ted  loca tion  of a  he liport or a  landing loca tion . 

 HEM S crew  m em ber  A technica l crew m em ber who is a ssigned  to  a  HEMS fligh t for the  
purpose  of a ttending to  any pe rson  in  need  of m edica l a ssistance  
ca rried  in  the  he licopte r and  assisting the  p ilot during the  m ission   

 HEM S f l igh t  A fligh t by a  he licop te r opera ting under a  HEMS approva l, the  
purpose  of which  is  to  facilita te  em ergency m edica l a ssistance , 
where  im m edia te  and  rap id  transporta tion  is  e ssentia l, by 
ca rrying:  
 
(a ) m edica l pe rsonne l;  
(b) m edica l supplies (e qu ipm ent, b lood , organs, d rugs); or  
(c) ill or in jured  pe rsons and  othe r pe rsons d irectly involved . 

 HEM S operat ing base An aerodrom e a t which  the  HEMS crew m em bers and  the  HEMS 
he licopte r m ay be  on  stand-by for HEMS opera tions  

 HEM S operat ing si t e A site  se lected  by the  com m ander during a  HEMS fligh t for 
he licopte r ho ist opera tions, landing and  take-off. 
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 HHO f l igh t  A fligh t by a  he licopte r opera ting under an  HHO approva l, the  
purpose  of which  is  to  facilita te  the  transfe r of pe rsons and/or 
ca rgo by m eans of a  he licopte r ho ist  

 HHO of f shore A fligh t by a  he licopte r opera ting under an  HHO approva l, the  
purpose  of which  is  to  facilita te  the  transfe r of pe rsons and/or 
ca rgo by m eans of a  he licopte r hoist from  or to  a  vesse l or 
structure  in  a  sea  a rea  or to  the  sea  itse lf  

 HHO passenger  A person  who is to  be  transfe rred  by m eans of a  he licopte r hoist  

 HHO si t e A specified  a rea  a t which  a  he licopte r pe rform s a  hoist transfe r  

 High-level  clouds Cirrus, Cirrocum ulus and  Cirrostra tus a re  h igh-leve l clouds. 

 Holding procedure A prede te rm ined  m anoeuvre  which  keeps an  a ircra ft with in  a  
specified  a irspace  while  awaiting furthe r cle a rance . 

 Hold-over  t im e (HoT) The  estim a ted  tim e  the  an ti-icing flu id  will p revent the  form ation  
of ice  and  frost and  the  accum ula tion  of snow on  the  protecte d  
(trea ted) surfaces of an  ae roplane   

 Hom e base The  loca tion , a ssigned  by the  opera tor to  the  crew m em ber, from  
where  the  cre w m em ber norm ally sta rts  and  ends a  du ty pe riod  
or a  se rie s of du ty pe riods and  where , under norm al 
circum stances, the  opera tor is  not re sponsib le  for the  
accom m odation  of the  crew m em ber concerned  

 Host i le env ironm ent  (a ) an  environm ent in  wh ich:  
1. a  sa fe  forced  landing cannot be  accom plished  because  the  

surface  is  inadequa te ;  
2. the  he licopte r occupants cannot be  adequa te ly protected  

from  the  e lem ents;  
3. sea rch  and  rescue  response /capability is  not provided  

consisten t with  an ticipa ted  exposure ; or  
4. the re  is  an  unacceptab le  risk of endangering pe rsons or 

property on  the  ground;  
 
(b) in  any case , the  following a reas:  

1. for overwate r opera tions, the  open  sea  a reas north  of 45N 
and  south  of 45S designa ted  by the  au thority of the  Sta te  
concerned;  

2. those  pa rts of a  congested  a rea  without adequa te  sa fe  
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forced  landing a reas .  

 Hot  spot  A loca tion  on  an  ae rodrom e m ovem ent a rea  with  a  h istory or 
poten tia l risk of collision  or runway incursion , and  where  
he ightened  a tten tion  by p ilots/drive rs is  ne cessa ry. 

 Hum an Fact ors 
pr inciples 

Princip les which  apply to  ae ronautica l design , ce rtifica tion , 
tra in ing, opera tions  and  m ain tenance  and  which  seek sa fe  
in te rface  be tween the  hum an and  othe r system  com ponents by 
proper conside ra tion  to  hum an perform ance . 

 Hum an per form ance Hum an capabilitie s and  lim ita tions which  have  an  im pact on  the  
sa fe ty and  e fficiency of ae ronautica l opera tions. 

 Hum idi t y  1. Water vapor conten t of the  a ir. 
2. Som e m easure  of the  wa te r-conten t of a ir. 

 Hypsom et r ic t in t s A succession  of shade s or colour grada tions used  to  depict ranges  
of e leva tion . 

 ICAO m et eorological  
in f orm at ion  ex change 
m odel (IWXXM ) 

A da ta  m ode l for representing ae rona utica l m e teorologica l 
in form ation . 

 Icing In  genera l, any deposit or coa ting of ice  on  an  object, caused  by 
the  im pingem ent and  freezing of liqu id  (usua lly super-cooled ) 
hydrom eteors. The  two basic types of icing a re  rim e  and  glaze  

 Ident i f icat ion  beacon  An aeronautica l beacon em itting a  coded  signa l by m eans of which  
a  pa rticu la r poin t of re fe rence  can  be  ide ntified . 

 IFR The  sym bol used  to  designa te  the  instrum ent fligh t ru les. 

 IFR condit ions Weather conditions be low the  m inim um  for fligh t under visua l 
fligh t ru les.  

(Source: EASA Executive Director (ED) Decision 2003/11/RM dated 
05/11/2003-CS definitions) 

 IFR f l igh t  A flight conducted in accordance with the instrument flight rules. 

 IM C The symbol used to designate instrument meteorological 
conditions. 

 INCERFA The code word used to designate an uncertainty phase. 
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 Incident  An occurrence  othe r than  an  accident, a ssocia ted  with  the  
opera tion  of an  a ircraft, which  a ffects or could  a ffect the  safe ty of 
opera tions. 

 Independent  paral lel  
approaches 

Sim ultaneous approaches to  pa ra lle l or ne a r-pa ra lle l instrum ent 
runways where  radar separa tion  m inim a be tween  a ircra ft on  
ad jacent extended  runway centre  lines a re  not prescribed . 

 Independent  paral lel  
depar t u res 

Sim ultaneous departures from  para lle l or nea r-pa ra lle l instrum ent 
runways. 

 Indust r y  codes of  
pract ice 

Guidance  m ate ria l deve loped  by an  industry body, for a  pa rticu la r 
sector of the  avia tion  industry to  com ply with  the  requirem ents of 
the  In te rna tiona l Civil Avia tion  Organiza tion’s Standards and  
Recom m ended Practices, othe r avia tion  sa fe ty requirem ents and  
the  best p ractices deem ed appropria te . 

 In f rared radiat ion  Electrom agne tic rad ia tion  of wave lengths a pproxim ate ly be twe e n 
0.75 and  1000 m m . See  a tm ospheric rad ia tion , te rrestria l 
rad ia tion , long wave  rad ia tion . 

 In i t ial  Approach  
Segm ent  

That segm ent of an  in strum ent approach  procedure  be tween  the  
in itia l approach  fix and  the  in te rm edia te  approach  fix or, where  
applicable , the  fina l approach  fixes or poin t. 

 Inspect ion  In  the  context of com pliance  m onitoring and  oversight, re fe rs to  
an  indepe ndent docum ented  conform ity eva lua tion  by 
obse rva tion  and  judgem ent accom panied , a s appropria te , by 
m easurem ent, te sting or gauging, in  orde r to  ve rify com pliance  
with  applicable  requirem ents. 
 
Note : Inspection  m ay be  pa rt of an  audit (e .g. p roduct audit), bu t 
m ay a lso be  conducted  outside  the  norm al audit p lan ; for 
exam ple , to  ve rify closure  of a  pa rticu la r find ing. 
 
(Source: Annex VII to EASA Executive Director Decision 2020/002/R of 
13 March 2020) 

 Inst rum ent  A device using an internal mechanism to show visually or aurally 
the attitude, alt itude, or operation of an aircraft or aircraft part. It 
includes electronic devices for automatically controlling an aircraft 
in flight.  
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(Source: EASA Executive Director (ED) Decision 2003/11/RM dated 
05/11/2003-CS definitions) 

 Inst rum ent  approach  
operat ions 

An approach  and  landing using instrum ents for naviga tion  
guidance  based  on  an  instrum ent approach  procedure . There  a re  
two m ethods for executing instrum ent approach  opera tions: 
 
(a ) a  two-dim ensiona l (2D) instrum ent approach  opera tion , using 

la te ra l naviga tion  guidance  only; and  
(b) a  three -d im ensiona l (3D) instrum ent approach  opera tion , 

using both  la te ra l and  ve rtica l naviga tion  gu idance . 
Note .— La te ra l and  ve rtica l naviga tion  guidance  re fe rs to  the  
guidance  provided  e ithe r by: 

(c) a  ground-based  rad io  naviga tion  a id ; or 
(d) com pute r-genera ted  naviga tion  da ta  from  ground-based , 

space-based , se lf-conta ined  naviga tion  a ids or a  com bina tion  
of these . 

 Inst rum ent  approach  
procedure (IAP) 

A series of prede te rm ined  m anoeuvres by re fe rence  to  fligh t 
instrum ents with  specified  protection  from  obstacles from  the  
in itia l approach  fix, or where  applicable , from  the  beginning of a  
de fined  a rriva l rou te  to  a  poin t from  which  a  landing can  be  
com ple ted  and  the rea fte r, if a  landing is  not com ple ted , to  a  
position  a t which  hold ing or en -route  obstacle  clea rance  crite ria  
apply.  
 
Instrum ent approach  procedures a re  classified  as follows: 
 
Non-precision  approach  (NPA) proce dure : An instrum ent 
approach  procedure  which  u tilizes la te ra l gu idance  but does not 
u tilize  ve rtica l gu idance . 
 
Approach  procedure  with  ve rtica l gu idance  (APV): An  instrum e nt 
approach  procedure  which  u tilizes la te ra l and  ve rtica l gu idance  
but does not m ee t the  requirem ents e stab lished  for precision  
approach  and  landing opera tions. 
 
Precision  approach  (PA) procedure : An instrum ent approach  
procedure  using precision  la te ra l and  ve rtica l gu idance  with 
m inim a  as de te rm ined  by the  ca tegory of opera tion . 
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Note – Lateral and vertical guidance refers to the guidance provided 
either by: 
a. a ground-based navigation aid; or 
b. computer-generated navigation data. 

 Inst rum ent  f l ight  t im e. Tim e during which  a  p ilot is  p iloting an  a ircra ft sole ly by re fe rence  
to  instrum ents and  without exte rna l re fe rence  poin ts. 

 Inst rum ent  ground 
t im e 

Tim e during which  a  p ilot is  p ractising, on  the  ground, sim ula te d  
instrum ent fligh t in  a  fligh t sim ula tion  tra in ing device  approve d  by 
CAA. 

 Inst rum ent  
m et eorological  
condi t ions (IM C) 

Meteorologica l conditions expressed  in  te rm s of visib ility, d istance  
from  cloud , and  ce iling, le ss than  the  m inim a  specified  for visua l 
m e teorologica l condit ions. 
 
Note — The specified minima for visual meteorological conditions are 
contained in Chapter 4 of MCAR 2. 

 Inst rum ent  runw ay One of the  following types of runways in tended  for the  opera tion  
of a ircra ft using instrum ent approach  procedures:  
(a ) Non-precision  approach  runway m eans a  runway se rved  by 

visua l a ids and  a  non-visua l a id  in tended  for landing opera tions  
following an  instrum ent approach  opera tion  type  A and  a  
visib ility not le ss than  1 000 m . 

(b) Precision  approach  runway, ca tegory I m eans a  runway se rved  
by visua l a ids and  non-visua l a id(s) in tended  for landing 
opera tions following an  instrum ent approach  opera tion  type  B 
with  a  decision  he igh t (DH) not lower than  60 m  (200 ft) and  
e ithe r a  visib ility not le ss than  800 m  or a  runway visua l range  
not le ss than  550 m . 

(c) Precision  approach  runway, ca tegory II m eans a  runway se rve d  
by visua l a ids and  non-visua l a id(s) in tended  for landing 
opera tions following an  instrum ent approach  opera tion  type  B 
with  a  decision  he igh t (DH) lower than  60 m  (200 ft) bu t not 
lower than  30 m  (100 ft) and  a  runway visua l range  not le ss than  
300 m . 

(d) Precision  approach  runway, ca tegory III m eans a  runway 
se rved  by visua l a ids and  non-visua l a id(s) in tended  for landing 
opera tions following an  instrum ent approach  opera tion  type  B 
with  a  decision  he ight (DH) lower than  30 m  (100 ft), or no 
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decision  he ight and  a  runway visua l range  le ss than  300 m , or 
no runway visua l range  lim ita tions. 
 

Note 1. — Visual aids need not necessarily be matched to the scale of 
non-visual aids provided. The criterion for the selection of visual aids 
is the conditions in which operations are intended to be conducted. 
Note 2.— Refer to Annex 6 — Operation of Aircraft for instrument 
approach operation types. 

 Inst rum ent  t im e Instrum ent fligh t tim e or instrum ent ground tim e . 

 In t egrat ed 
Aeronaut ical  
In form at ion Pack age 

A package  in  paper, or e lectronic m edia  which  consists of the  
following e lem ents: 
 
— AIP, includ ing am e ndm ent se rvice ; 
— Supplem ents to  the  AIP; 
— NOTAM and PIB; 
— AIC; and  
— checklists  and  lists  of va lid  NOTAM. 

 In t egrat ed surv ival  
su i t  

A surviva l su it which  m ee ts the  com bined  requirem ents of the  
surviva l su it and  life  jacke t. 

 In t egr i t y  (aeronau t ical  
dat a) 

A degree  of a ssurance  tha t an  ae ronautica l da ta  and  its  va lue  has 
not been  lost or a lte red  since  the  da ta  origina tion  or au thorize d  
am endm ent. 

 In t egr i t y  (aeronau t ical  
dat a) 

A degree  of a ssurance  tha t an  ae ronautica l da ta  and  its  va lue  has 
not been  lost nor a lte red  since  the  da ta  origina tion  or au thorize d  
am endm ent. 

 In t egr i t y  classi f icat ion 
(aeronaut ical  dat a) 

Classifica tion  based  upon the  poten tia l risk resu lting from  the  use  
of corrupted  da ta . Aeronautica l da ta  a re  classified  as: 
 
(a ) routine  da ta : the re  is  a  ve ry low probability when using 

corrupted  routine  da ta  tha t the  continued  sa fe  fligh t and  
landing of an  a ircraft would  be  severe ly a t risk with  the  
poten tia l for ca tastrophe ; 

(b) essentia l da ta : the re  is  a  low probability when using corrupted  
essentia l da ta  tha t the  continue d  sa fe  fligh t and  landing of an  
a ircra ft would  be  severe ly a t risk with  the  poten tia l for 
ca tastrophe ; and  
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(c) critica l da ta : the re  is  a  h igh  probability when using corrupted  
critica l da ta  tha t the  continued  sa fe  fligh t  and  landing of an  
a ircra ft would  be  severe ly a t risk with  the  poten tia l for 
ca tastrophe . 

 In t egr i t y  classi f icat ion 
(aeronaut ical  dat a) 

Classifica tion  based  upon the  poten tia l risk resu lting from  the  use  
of corrupted  da ta .  Aeronautica l da ta  is  cla ssified  as: 
 
(a ) routine  da ta : the re  is  a  ve ry low probability when using 

corrupted  routine  da ta  tha t the   continued  sa fe  fligh t and  
landing of an  a ircraft would  be  severe ly a t risk with  the  
poten tia l for ca tastrophe ; 

(b) essentia l da ta : the re  is  a  low probability when using corrupted  
essentia l da ta  tha t the  continue d  sa fe  fligh t and  landing of an  
a ircra ft would  be  severe ly a t risk with  the  poten tia l for 
ca tastrophe ; and  

(c) critica l da ta : the re  is  a  h igh  probability when using corrupted  
critica l da ta  tha t the  continued  sa fe  fligh t  and  landing of an  
a ircra ft would  be  severe ly a t risk with  the  poten tia l for 
ca tastrophe . 

 In t erm ediat e Approach 
Segm ent  

That segm ent of an  instrum ent approach  procedure  be twee n 
e ithe r the  in te rm edia te  approach  fix and  the  fina l approach  fix or 
poin t, or be twe en the  end  of a  reversa l, race track or dead  
reckoning track proce dure  and  the  fina l approach  fix or poin t, a s 
appropria te . 

 In t erm ediat e holding 
posi t ion  

A designa ted  position  in tended  for tra ffic control a t which  taxiing 
a ircra ft and  vehicles sha ll stop  and  hold  until furthe r clea red  to  
proceed , when so instructed  by the  ae rodrom e control tower. 

 In t er nat ional  air por t  Any a irport designa ted  by the  Contracting Sta te  in  whose  te rritory 
it  is  situa ted  as an  a irport of en try and  departure  for in te rnationa l 
a ir traffic, where  the  form alitie s incident to  custom s, im m igra tion , 
public hea lth , an im al and  p lan t quarantine  and  sim ila r procedure s 
a re  ca rried  out. 

 In t er nat ional  Airw ays 
Volcano Wat ch (IAVW) 

In te rna tiona l a rrangem ents for m onitoring and  provid ing 
warnings to  a ircra ft of volcanic ash  in  the  a tm osphere . 
 
Note:- The IAVW is based on the cooperation of aviation and non-
aviation operational units using information derived from observing 
sources and networks that are provided by States. The watch is 
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coordinated by ICAO with the cooperation of other concerned 
international organizations. 

 In t er nat ional  NOTAM  
of f ice 

An office  designa ted  by a  Sta te  for the  exchange  of NOTAM 
in te rna tiona lly. 

 In t er nat ional  NOTAM  
of f ice (NOF) 

An office  designa ted  by a  Sta te  for the  exchange  of NOTAM 
in te rna tiona lly. 

 In t er nat ional  
operat ing agency 

An agency of the  kind  contem pla ted  in  Article  77 of the  Chicago 
Convention . 

 Inversion  In  m eteorology, a  departure  from  usua l (norm al) decrease  or 
increase  with  a ltitude  of the  va lue  of an  a tm ospheric property; 
a lso, the  layer th rough which  th is departure  occurs (the  inversion  
layer). This te rm  a lm ost a lways re fe rs to  a  tem pera ture  inversion . 

 Invest igat ion  A process conducted  for the  purpose  of accident and  inciden t 
prevention , which  includes the  ga the ring and  ana lysis of 
in form ation , the  drawing of conclusions, including the  
de te rm ina tion  of causes and , when appropria te , the  m aking of 
sa fe ty recom m enda tions. 

 Invest igat or -in-charge A person  charged , on  the  basis of h is or he r qua lifica tions, with  the  
responsib ility for the  organisa tion , conduct and  control of an 
investiga tion . This pe rson  sha ll be  designa ted  by CAA to d irect the  
investiga tive  activity of the  Investiga tion  Com m ittee  and  over 
whose  signa ture  any required  report is  issued . 

 Isobar  A line  of equa l or constan t pressure . It  m ost often  re fe rs to  a  line  
drawn through a ll poin ts of equa l a tm ospheric pressure . 

 Isogonal A line  on  a  m ap or chart on  which  a ll poin ts have  the  sam e  
m agne tic va ria tion  for a  specified  epoch . 

 Isogr iv  A line  on  a  m ap or chart which  jo ins poin ts of equa l angula r 
d iffe rence  be twee n the  North  of the  naviga tion  grid  and  Magne tic 
North . 

 Isot herm  A line  of equa l or constan t tem pera ture . 

 Isolat ed aerodrom e A destina tion  ae rodrom e for wh ich  the re  is  no destina tion  
a lte rna te  ae rodrom e su itab le  for a  given  ae roplane  type . 
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 Jet  st r eam  Rela tive ly strong winds concentra ted  with in  a  na rrow stream  in  
the  a tm osphere . Genera lly re fe rs to  a  qua si-horizonta l je t stream  
of m axim um  winds em bedded in  the  m id  la titude  weste rly’s, and  
concentra ted  in  the  h igh  troposphere . 

 Joint  r escue 
coordinat ion cen t re 
(JRCC) 

A rescue  coord ina tion  centre  responsib le  for both  ae ronautica l 
and  m aritim e  search  and  rescue  opera tions. 

 Landing ar ea That pa rt of a  m ovem ent a rea  in tende d  for the  landing or take -off 
of a ircra ft. 

 Landing decision  poin t  
(LDP) 

The  poin t used  in  de te rm ining landing pe rform ance  from  which , 
an  engine  fa ilure  having be en  recognised  a t th is poin t, the  land ing 
m ay be  sa fe ly continued  or a  ba lked  landing in itia ted   

 Landing dir ect ion 
indicat or  

A device  to  ind ica te  visua lly the  d irection  curren tly designa ted  for 
landing and  for take -off. 

 Landing dist ance 
avai lable (LDA) 

The  length  of the  runway which  is  decla re d  ava ilab le  by the  Sta te  
of the  ae rodrom e and  su itab le  for the  ground run  of an  ae roplane  
landing 

 Landing sur face That pa rt of the  surface  of an  ae rodrom e which  the  ae rodrom e 
authority has decla re d  ava ilab le  for the  norm al ground  or wa te r 
run  of a ircra ft landing in  a  pa rticu la r d irection . 

 Landplane A fixed  wing a ircra ft which  is  designed  for taking off and  landing 
on  land  and  includes am phib ians opera ted  as landplanes 

 Lapse rat e The  ra te  of change  of any m eteorologica l e lem ent with  he ight. 

 Large Air craf t  
(Large aeroplane) 

An a ircra ft, cla ssified  as an  ae roplane  with  a  m axim um  take-off 
m ass of m ore  than  5700 kg, or a  m ulti-engined  he licopte r.  

(Source: Commission regulation (EC) No 2042/2003of 20 November 2003) 

 Laser -beam  cr i t ical  
f l igh t  zone (LCFZ) 

Airspace in the proximity of an aerodrome but beyond the LFFZ 
where the irradiance is restricted to a level unlikely to cause glare 
effects. 

 Laser -beam  f ree f l ight  
zone (LFFZ) 

Airspace in the immediate proximity to the aerodrome where the 
irradiance is restricted to a level unlikely to cause any visual 
disruption. 
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 Laser -beam  sensi t ive 
f l igh t  zone (LSFZ) 

Airspace  outside , and  not necessa rily contiguous with , the  LFFZ 
and  LCFZ where  the  irrad iance  is  re stricted  to  a  leve l un like ly to 
cause  fla sh-b lindness or a fte r-im age  e ffects. 

 Level (f l igh t ) A generic te rm  re la ting to  the  ve rtica l position  of an  a ircra ft in  fligh t 
and  m eaning va riously, he ight, a ltitude  or fligh t leve l. 

 Licensing au t hor i t y  The  com petent au thority tha t issued  the  licence , or to  which  a  
pe rson  applies for the  issue  of a  licence , or, when a  pe rson  has not 
ye t applied  for the  issue  of a  licence , the  com petent au thority in  
accordance  with  civil avia tion  regula tions. 

 Light  air craf t  pi lot  
l icence (LAPL) 

The  le isure  p ilot lice nce  

 Light er -t han-air  
air craf t  

Any a ircra ft supported  ch ie fly by its  buoya ncy in  the  a ir. 

 Light ing syst em  
rel iabi l i t y  

The  probability tha t the  com ple te  insta lla tion  opera tes with in  the  
specified  tole rances and  tha t the  system  is opera tiona lly usable . 

 Lik ely  In  the  context of the  m edica l provisions, like ly m eans with  a  
probability of occurring tha t is  unacceptab le  to  the  m edica l 
a ssessor. 

 Lim it  loads The  m axim um  loads assum ed to  occur in  the  an ticipa ted  
opera ting conditions. 

 Lim it at ion  A condition  p laced  on  the  m edica l ce rtifica te , licence  or cabin  crew 
m edica l report tha t sha ll be  com plied  with  whilst exe rcising the  
privileges of the  licence , or cab in  crew lice nce  

 Load fact or  The  ra tio  of a  specified  load  to  the  tota l we ight of the  a ircra ft. The  
specified  load  is  expressed  in  te rm s of any of the  following: 
ae rodynam ic forces, ine rtia  forces, or ground or wa te r reactions.  

(Source: EASA Executive Director (ED) Decision 2003/11/RM dated 
05/11/2003-CS definitions) 

 Local day A 24-hour period commencing at 00:00 local t ime 

 Local hel icopt er  
operat ion  

A commercial air transport operation of helicopters with a 
maximum certified take-off mass (MCTOM) over 3175 kg and a 
maximum operational passenger seating configuration (MOPSC) 
of nine or less, by day, over routes navigated by reference to visual 
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landm arks, conducted  with in  a  loca l and  de fined  geographica l 
a rea  specified  in  the  opera tions m anua l. 

 Local n ight  A period  of 8 hours fa lling be tween 22:00 and  08:00 loca l tim e  

 Logon address A specified  code  use d  for da ta  link logon to  an  ATS unit. 

 Low  v isibi l i t y  
procedures (LVP) 

Procedures applied  a t an  ae rodrom e for the  purpose  of e nsuring 
sa fe  opera tions during lower than  standard  ca tegory I, o the r than  
standard  ca tegory II, ca tegory II and  III approaches and  low 
visib ility take -offs. 

 Low  v isibi l i t y  t ak e-of f  
(LVTO) 

A take-off with  an  RVR lower than  400 m  but not le ss than  75 m . 

 Low er  t han  st andar d 
cat egory  I (LTS CAT I) 
operat ion  

A ca tegory I instrum ent approach  and  landing opera tion  using 
ca tegory I DH, with an  RVR lower than  would  norm ally be  
associa ted  with  the  applicable  DH but not lower than  400 m   

 Low -level  clouds Stra tus (ST), Stra tocum ulus (SC), and  in  som e  degre e , 
Nim bostra tus (NS) a re  low clouds. 

 LSA air craf t  m eans a  ligh t sport ae roplane  which  has a ll of the  following 
characte ristics: 
 
(a ) a  Maxim um  Take-off Mass (MTOM) of not m ore  than  600 kg; 
(b) a  m axim um  sta lling speed  in  the  land ing configura tion  (VS0) of 

not m ore  than 45 knots Ca libra ted  Airspeed  (CAS) a t the  
a ircra ft’s m axim um  certifica ted  take-off m ass and  m ost critica l 
cen tre  of gravity; 

(c) a  m axim um  sea ting capacity of no m ore  than  two persons, 
including the  p ilot; 

(d) a  single , non-turb ine  engine  fitted  with  a  prope lle r; 
(e ) a  non-pressurised  cabin . 

(Source: European Commission Regulation (EU) No 2015/1536 of 25 August 
2016) 

 M agnet ic var iat ion  The angular difference between True North and Magnetic North. 
 
Note:- The value given indicates whether the angular difference is East 
or West of True North. 

 M aint enance The performance of tasks required to ensure the continuing 
airworthiness of an aircraft, including any one or combination of 
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overhaul, repa ir, inspection , rep lacem ent, m odifica tion  or de fect 
rectifica tion  of an  a ircra ft or com ponent, with  the  exception  of pre -
fligh t inspection .  

(Source: Commission regulation (EU) No 2015/1536 of 25 August 2016) 

 M aint enance 
organizat ion ’s 
procedures m anual  

A docum ent e ndorsed  by the  head  of the  m ain tenance  
organiza tion  which  de ta ils  the  m ain tenance  organiza tion’s 
structure  and  m anagem ent responsib ilitie s, scope  of work, 
descrip tion  of facilitie s, m a in tenance  procedures and  qua lity 
assurance  or inspection  system s. 

 M aint enance 
program m e 

A docum ent which  de scribes the  specific schedule d  m ain tenance  
ta sks and  the ir frequency of com ple tion  and  re la ted  procedure s, 
such  as a  re liab ility program m e, necessa ry for the  sa fe  opera tion  
of those  a ircra ft to  which  it applies. 

 M aint enance r elease A docum ent which  conta ins a  ce rtifica tion  confirm ing tha t the  
m ain tenance  work to  which  it re la tes has been  com ple ted  in  a  
sa tisfactory m anner, e ithe r in  accordance  with  the  approved  da ta  
and  the  procedures described  in  the  m ain tenance  organiza tion’s 
procedures m anua l or under an  equ iva len t system . 

 M anoeuvr ing ar ea That pa rt of an  ae rodrom e to be  used  for the  take-off, landing and  
taxiing of a ircra ft, excluding aprons. 

 M ark er  An object d isp layed  above  ground leve l in  orde r to  ind ica te  an  
obstacle  or de linea te  a  boundary. 

 M ark ing A sym bol or group  of sym bols d isp layed  on  the  surface  of the  
m ovem ent a rea  in  orde r to  convey ae rona utica l in form ation . 

 M ast er  M in im um  
Equipm ent  List  (M M EL) 

A m aste r list (including a  pream ble ) appropria te  to  an  a ircra ft type  
which  de te rm ines those  instrum ents, item s of equipm ent or 
functions tha t, while  m ain ta in ing the  leve l of sa fe ty in tended  in  the  
applicable  a irworth iness ce rtifica tion specifica tions, m ay 
tem pora rily be  inopera tive  e ithe r due  to  the  inhere nt redundancy 
of the  design , and/or due  to  specified  opera tiona l and  
m ain tenance  procedures, conditions and  lim ita tions, and  in  
accordance  with  the  applicable  proce dures for continue d  
a irworth iness. 

(Source: Annex III to regulation (EC) No 1899/2006 of the European 
parliament and of the council of 12 December 2006) 
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 M ax im um  diversion 
t im e 

Maxim um  a llowable  range , expressed  in  tim e , from  a  poin t on  a  
route  to  an  en-route  a lte rna te  ae rodrom e. 

 M ax im um  m ass Maxim um  certifica ted  take-off m ass. 

 M ax im um  operat ional  
passenger  seat ing 
conf igurat ion  (M OPSC) 

The  m axim um  passenger sea ting capacity of an  ind ividua l a ircra ft, 
excluding crew sea ts, e stab lished  for opera tiona l purposes and  
specified  in  the  ope ra tions m anua l. Taking as a  base line  the  
m axim um  passenger sea ting configura tion  estab lished  during the  
ce rtifica tion  process conducted  for the  type  ce rtifica te  (TC), 
supplem enta l type  ce rtifica te  (STC) or change  to  the  TC or STC as 
re levant to  the  ind ividua l a ircra ft, the  MOPSC m ay estab lish  an  
equa l or lower num ber of sea ts, depending on  the  opera tiona l 
constra in ts 

 M CAR Maldivian  Civil Avia tion  Regula tions adopte d  by the  CAA. 

 M edical  Assessm ent  The  evidence  issued  by a  Contracting Sta te  tha t the  licence  holde r 
m ee ts specific requirem ents of m edica l fitness. 

 M edical  assessor  A physician  qua lifie d  and  experie nced  in  the  practice  of avia tion  
m edicine  who eva lua tes m edica l reports subm itted  to  CAA by 
m edica l exam iners. 

 M edical  exam iner  A physician  with  tra in ing in  avia tion  m edicine  and  practica l 
knowledge  and  expe rience  of the  avia tion  environm ent, who is 
designa ted  by CAA to conduct m edica l exa m ina tions of fitness of 
applicants for licences or ra tings for which  m edica l requirem ents 
a re  prescribed . 

 M edical  passenger  A m edica l pe rson  ca rried  in  a  he licopte r during a  HEMS fligh t, 
including but not lim ited  to  doctors, nurses and  pa ram edics 

 M et adat a Data  about da ta  (ISO 19115). 
 
Note:-  Data that describes and documents data. 

 M et eorological  
aut hor i t y  

The authority providing or arranging for the provision of 
meteorological service for air navigation on behalf of a Contracting 
State. 

 M et eorological  bu l let in  A text comprising meteorological information preceded by an 
appropriate heading. 



Maldivian Civil Aviation Regulations  MCAR–1 Defin itions and  Abb revia tions 
Civil Avia tion  Authority  Genera l Defin itions 

 

Issue : 4.00 2-69 20 February 2022 

  

 M et eorological  
elem ent  

Any one  of the  prope rtie s or conditions of the  a tm osphere  wh ich  
toge the r specify the  wea the r a t a  given  p lace  for any pa rticu la r 
tim e  (for exam ple , a ir tem pera ture , p ressure , wind , hum id ity, 
thunderstorm  and  fog). 

 M et eorological  
in f orm at ion  

Meteorologica l report , ana lysis, forecast, and  any othe r sta tem ent 
re la ting to  existing or expected  m eteorologica l conditions. 

 M et eorological  of f ice An office  designa te d  to  provide  m ete orologica l se rvice  for 
in te rna tiona l a ir naviga tion . 

 M et eorological  r epor t  A sta tem ent of obse rved  m eteorologica l conditions re la ted  to  a  
specified  tim e  and  loca tion . 

 M et eorological  
sat el l i t e 

An a rtificia l Earth  sa te llite  m aking m eteorologica l obse rva tions 
and  transm itting these  obse rva tions to  Earth . 

 M et eorological  w at ch  
of f ice (M WO) 

An office  designa ted  to  provide  inform ation  concern ing the  
occurrence  or expected  occurrence  of spe cified  en-route  wea the r 
and  othe r phenom e na  in  the  a tm osphere  tha t m ay a ffect the  
sa fe ty of a ircra ft opera tions with in  its  specified  a rea  of 
re sponsib ility. 

 M icrol ight  An aeroplane  having no m ore  than  two sea ts, Vso not exceeding 35 
knots (65 KM/h) CAS, and  a  m axim um  take-off m ass of no m ore  
than: 
 
 300 kg for a  landplane , single  sea te r; or 
 450 kg for a  landplane , two-sea te r; or 
 330 kg for an  am phib ian  or floa tp lane , single  sea te r; or 
 495 kg for an  am phib ian  or floa tp lane , two-sea te r, p rovide d  

tha t a  m icroligh t capable  of opera ting as both  a  floa tp lane  and  
a  landplane  fa lls  be low both  MTOM lim its, a s appropria te . 

 
Note: Foot-launched aircraft are excluded from this definition.  
(Source: JAR-1) 

 M iddle-level  clouds Altocumulus (AC) and Altostratus (AS) are the middle-level clouds. 

 M inim um  descent  
al t i t ude (M DA) or  
m in im um  descen t  
height  (M DH) 

A specified alt itude or height in a 2D instrument approach operation or 
circling approach operation below which descent must not be made 
without the required visual reference. 
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Note 1 — Minimum descent altitude (MDA) is referenced to mean sea 
level and minimum descent height (MDH) is referenced to the 
aerodrome elevation or to the threshold elevation if that is more than 
2 m (7 ft) below the aerodrome elevation. A minimum descent height 
for a circling approach is referenced to the aerodrome elevation. 

Note 2 — The required visual reference means that section of the 
visual aids or of the approach area which should have been in view 
for sufficient time for the pilot to have made an assessment of the 
aircraft position and rate of change of position, in relation to the 
desired flight path. In the case of a circling approach the required 
visual reference is the runway environment. 
 
Note 3 — For convenience when both expressions are used they may 
be written in the form “minimum descent altitude/ height” and 
abbreviated “MDA/H”. 

 M inim um  en-rout e 
al t i t ude (M EA) 

The  a ltitude  for an  en-route  segm ent tha t p rovides adequa te  
reception  of re levant naviga tion  facilitie s and  ATS 
com m unica tions. Com plies with  the  a irspace  structure  and  
provides the  requ ired  obstacle  clea rance . 

 M inim um  Equipm ent  
List  (M EL) 

A list (including a  pream ble ) which  provide s for the  opera tion  of 
a ircra ft, under specified  conditions, with  pa rticu la r instrum ents, 
item s of equipm e nt or functions inopera tive  a t the  
com m encem ent of fligh t. This list is  p repared  by the  opera tor for 
h is own particu la r a ircra ft taking account of the ir a ircra ft de fin ition  
and  the  re levant opera tiona l and  m aintenance  conditions in  
accordance  with  a  procedure  approved  by CAA.  

(Source: Annex III to regulation (EC) No 1899/2006 of the European 
parliament and of the council of 12 December 2006) 

 M inim um  obst acle 
clearance al t i t ude 
(M OCA) 

The  m inim um  a ltitude  for a  de fined  segm ent of fligh t tha t p rovides 
the  required  obstacle  clea rance . 

 M inim um  sect or  
al t i t ude 

The  lowest a ltitude  which  m ay be  use d  which  will p rovide  a  
m inim um  clea rance  of 300 m  (1 000 ft) above  a ll ob jects loca ted  in  
an  a rea  conta ined  with in  a  sector of a  circle  of 46 km  (25 NM) 
rad ius centred  on  a  rad io a id  to  naviga tion . 

 M issed Approach Poin t  
(M APT) 

That poin t in  an  instrum ent approach  procedure  a t or be fore  
which  the  prescribe d  m issed  approach  procedure  m ust be  
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in itia ted  in  order to  e nsure  tha t the  m inim um  obstacle  clea rance  
is  not in fringed . 

 M issed approach  
procedure 

The  proce dure  to  be  followed  if the  approach  cannot be  
continued . 

 M ixed precipi t at ion 
(Rain and snow ) 

Mixed precip ita tion  (ra in  and  snow) Precip ita tion  consisting of a  
m ixture  of ra in  and  we t snow. It usua lly occurs when the  
tem pera ture  of the  a ir laye r nea r the  ground is sligh tly above  
freezing. The  British  te rm  for th is m ixture  is  slee t (which  has a  
d iffe ren t m eaning in  the  United  Sta tes). 

 M odif icat ion  (of  a 
product ) 

A change  to  the  type  design  of an  a ircra ft, engine  or prope lle r. 

 M ovem ent  area That pa rt of an  ae rodrom e to be  used  for the  take-off, landing and  
taxiing of a ircra ft, consisting of the  m aneuvering a rea  and  the  
apron . 

 M ult i -cr ew  cooperat ion 
(M CC) 

The  functioning of the  fligh t crew as a  team  of coopera ting 
m em bers led  by the  p ilot-in-com m and. 

 M ult i -pi lot  ai r craf t  
 

for ae roplanes, it  m eans ae roplanes ce rtifica ted  for opera tion  with  
a  m inim um  crew of a t least two p ilots; 
 
for he licopte rs, a irsh ips and  powered-lift a ircra ft, it m eans the  type  
of a ircra ft which  is  required  to  be  opera ted  with  a  co-p ilot a s 
specified  in  the  fligh t m anua l or by the  a ir opera tor ce rtifica te  or 
equiva len t docum e nt 

 M ult i -pi lot  operat ion  for ae roplanes, it m eans an  opera tion  requiring a t least 2 p ilots 
using m ulti-crew coopera tion  in  e ithe r m ulti-p ilot or single -p ilot  
ae roplanes; 
 
for he licopte rs, it  m eans an  opera tion  requiring a t least 2 p ilots 
using m ulti-crew coopera tion  on  m ulti-p ilo t he licopte rs 

 Navigat ion 
speci f icat ion  

A se t of a ircra ft and  fligh t cre w requirem e nts needed  to  support 
pe rform ance-based  naviga tion  opera tions with in  a  de fined  
a irspace . There  a re  two kinds of naviga tion  specifica tions: 
 
Required  naviga tion  pe rform ance  (RNP) spe cifica tion : A naviga tion  
specifica tion  based on  a rea  naviga tion  tha t includes the  
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requirem ent for pe rform ance  m onitoring and  a le rting, designa ted  
by the  pre fix RNP, e .g. RNP 4, RNP APCH. 
 
Area  naviga tion  (RNAV) specifica tion : A naviga tion  specifica tion  
based  on  a rea  naviga tion  tha t does not include  the  requirem e nt 
for pe rform ance  m onitoring and  a le rting, designa ted  by the  pre fix 
RNAV, e .g. RNAV 5, RNAV 1. 
 
Note 1.— The Performance-based Navigation (PBN) Manual (Doc 
9613), Volume II, contains detailed guidance on navigation 
specifications. 
Note 2. — The term RNP, previously defined as “a statement of the 
navigation performance necessary for operation within a defined 
airspace”, has been removed from this MCAR as the concept of RNP 
has been overtaken by the concept of PBN. The term RNP in this MCAR 
is now solely used in the context of navigation specifications that 
require performance monitoring and alerting, e.g. RNP 4 refers to the 
aircraft and operating requirements, including a 4 NM lateral 
performance with on-board performance monitoring and alerting 
that are detailed in Doc 9613. 
 

 Near -paral lel  r unw ays non-in te rsecting runways whose  extende d  centre  lines have  an 
angle  of converge nce /d ive rgence  of 15 degrees or le ss. 

 Night  The  hours be tween  the  end  of eve ning civil twiligh t and  the  
beginning of m orning civil twiligh t or such  othe r pe riod  be twee n  
sunse t and  sunrise , a s m ay be  prescribed  by the  appropria te  
au thority. 
 
Note — Civil twilight ends in the evening when the centre of the sun’s 
disc is 6 degrees below the horizon and begins in the morning when 
the centre of the sun’s disc is 6 degrees below the horizon. 

 Night  v ision  goggles 
(NVG) 

A head-m ounted , b inocula r, ligh t in te nsifica tion  appliance  tha t 
enhances the  ab ility to  m ain ta in  visua l surface  re fe rences a t n ight  

 Night  v ision  im aging 
syst em  (NVIS) 

The  in tegra tion  of a ll e lem ents required  to  successfu lly and  sa fe ly 
use  NVGs while  opera ting a  he licopte r. The  system  includes as a  
m inim um : NVGs, NVIS ligh ting, he licopte r com ponents, tra in ing 
and  continuing a irworth iness. 
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 Nim bost rat us (NS) A principa l cloud  type  (cloud  genus), grey co loured  and  often  da rk, 
rendered  d iffuse  by m ore  or le ss continuously fa lling ra in , snow, 
slee t, e tc. of the  ord ina ry va rie tie s and  not accom panied  by 
ligh tn ing, thunder, or ha il. Precip ita tion  in  m ost cases reaches the  
ground . Low, ragge d  clouds freque ntly occur be low the  layer, with  
which  they m ay or m ay not m erge  

 Non-congest ed host i le 
env ironm ent  

A hostile  environm en t outside  a  congested  a rea . 

 Non-host i le 
env ironm ent  

An environm ent in  which: 
 
(a ) a  sa fe  forced  landing can  be  accom plished;  
(b) the  he licopte r occupa nts can  be  protected  from  the  e lem ents; 

and   
(c) sea rch  and  rescue  response /capability is  p rovided  consisten t 

with  the  an ticipa ted  e xposure .  
 
In  any case , those  pa rts of a  congested  a rea  with  adequa te  sa fe  
forced  landing a reas sha ll be  conside red  non-hostile . 

 Non-inst rum ent  
runw ay 

A runway in tende d  for the  opera tion  of a ircraft using visual 
approach  procedure  to  a  poin t beyond which  the  approach  m ay 
continue  in  visua l m e teorologica l conditions .  
 
Note. — Visual meteorological conditions (VMC) are described in 
Chapter 3 of MCAR 2 — Rules of the Air. 

 Non-precision  
approach (NPA) 
operat ion  

An instrument approach with a minimum descent height (MDH), 
or DH when flying a CDFA technique, not lower than 250 ft and an 
RVR/CMV of not less than 750 m for aeroplanes and 600 m for 
helicopters 

 NOTAM  A notice distributed by means of telecommunication containing 
information concerning the establishment, condition or change in 
any aeronautical facility, service, procedure or hazard, the timely 
knowledge of which is essential to personnel concerned with flight 
operations. 

 Norm al f l igh t  zone 
(NFZ) 

Airspace not defined as LFFZ, LCFZ or LSFZ but which must be 
protected from laser radiation capable of causing biological 
damage to the eye. 

 NVIS crew  m em ber  A technical crew member assigned to an NVIS flight  
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 NVIS f l ight  A fligh t under n ight visua l m e teorologica l conditions (VMC) with  
the  fligh t crew using NVGs in  a  he licopte r opera ting under an  NVIS 
approva l 

 Observat ion 
(M et orological) 

The  eva lua tion  of one  or m ore  m eteorologica l e lem ents. 

 Obst acle All fixed  (whe ther tem pora ry or pe rm anent) and  m obile  ob jects, or 
pa rts the reof, tha t: 
 
(a ) are  loca ted  on  an  a re a  in tended  for the  su rface  m ovem ent of 

a ircra ft; or 
(b) extend  above  a  de fined  surface  in tended  to  protect a ircra ft in  

fligh t; or 
(c) stand  outside  those  de fined  surfaces and  tha t have  been  

assessed  as be ing a  haza rd  to  a ir navigation . 
 
Note:- The term obstacle is used in MCAR 4 is solely for the purpose of 
specifying the charting of objects that are considered a potential 
hazard to the safe passage of aircraft in the type of operation for 
which the individual chart series is designed. 

 Obst acle clearance 
al t i t ude (OCA) or  
obst acle clearance 
height  (OCH) 

The lowest alt itude or the lowest height above the elevation of the 
relevant runway threshold or the aerodrome elevation as 
applicable, used in establishing compliance with appropriate 
obstacle clearance criteria. 
 
Note 1. — Obstacle clearance altitude is referenced to mean sea level 
and obstacle clearance height is referenced to the threshold elevation 
or in the case of non-precision approaches to the aerodrome elevation 
or the threshold elevation if that is more than 2 m (7 ft) below the 
aerodrome elevation. An obstacle clearance height for a circling 
approach is referenced to the aerodrome elevation. 
 
Note 2. — For convenience when both expressions are used they may 
be written in the form “obstacle clearance altitude/ height” and 
abbreviated “OCA/H”. 
 
Note 3.— See Procedures for Air Navigation Services — Aircraft 
Operations (Doc 8168), Volume I, Part I, Section 4, Chapter 1, 1.5, and 
Volume II, Part I, Section 4, Chapter 5, 5.4, for specific applications of 
this definition. 
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 Obst acle Free Zone 
(OFZ) 

The  a irspace  above  the  inner approach  su rface , inner transitiona l 
surfaces, and  ba lked  landing surface  and  tha t portion  of the  strip  
bounde d by these  surfaces, which  is  not pene tra ted  by any fixed  
obstacle  othe r than a  low-m ass and  frangib ly m ounted  one  
required  for a ir naviga tion  purposes. 

 Obst acle/ t er rain  dat a 
col lect ion  sur face 

A defined  surface  in tended  for the  purpose  of collecting 
obstacle /te rra in  data . 

 Of fshore operat ions Opera tions which  routine ly have  a  substan tia l p roportion  of the  
fligh t conducted  over sea  a reas to  or from  offshore  loca tions 

 Operat ing base The  loca tion  from  which  opera tiona l contro l is  exe rcised . 

 Operat ing crew  
m em ber  

A crew m em ber ca rrying out h is/he r du tie s in  an  a ircra ft during a  
fligh t 

 Operat ing si t e A site , othe r than  an  ae rodrom e, se lected  by the  opera tor or p ilot-
in-com m and or com m ander for landing, take -off and/or exte rna l 
load  opera tions 

 Operat ion  An activity or group of activitie s which  a re  subject to  the  sam e  or 
sim ila r haza rds and  which  require  a  se t of equipm ent to be  
specified , or the  achievem ent and  m ain te nance  of a  se t of p ilot 
com petencies, to  e lim ina te  or m itiga te  the  risk of such  hazards. 

 Operat ion  in  
per form ance class 1 

An opera tion  tha t, in  the  event of fa ilure  of the  critica l engine , the  
he licopte r is  ab le  to  land  with in  the  re je cted  take-off d istance  
ava ilab le  or safe ly continue  the  fligh t to  an  appropria te  landing 
a rea , depending on  when the  fa ilure  occurs  

 Operat ion  in  
per form ance class 2 

An opera tion  tha t, in  the  eve nt of fa ilure  of the  critica l engine , 
pe rform ance  is  ava ilab le  to  enable  the  he licopte r to  sa fe ly 
continue  the  fligh t, e xcept when  the  fa ilure  occurs ea rly during the  
take-off m anoeuvre  or la te  in  the  landing m anoeuvre , in  which  
cases a  forced  landing m ay be  required   

 Operat ion  in  
per form ance class 3 

An opera tion  tha t, in  the  event of an  engine  fa ilure  a t any tim e  
during the  fligh t, a  forced  landing m ay be  required  in  a  m ulti-
engined  he licopte r and  will be  requ ire d  in  a  single -engine d  
he licopte r 
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 Operat ional  con t rol  The  exercise  of au thority over the  in itia tion , continua tion , 
d ive rsion  or te rm ina tion  of a  fligh t in  the  in te rest of the  safe ty of 
the  a ircra ft and  the  regula rity and  e fficiency of the  fligh t. 

 Operat ional  f l ight  plan  The  opera tor’s p lan  for the  sa fe  conduct of the  fligh t based  on  
conside ra tions of ae roplane  pe rform ance , othe r opera ting 
lim ita tions and  re levant expected  conditions on  the  route  to  be  
followed and  a t the  ae rodrom es concerne d . 

 Operat ional  personnel  Personne l involve d  in  avia tion  activitie s who a re  in  a  position  to  
report sa fe ty inform ation . 

 Operat ional  plann ing The  p lanning of fligh t opera tions by an  ope ra tor. 

 Operat ional  Su i t abi l i t y  
Dat a (OSD) 

OSD m eans data , which  a re  pa rt of an  a ircra ft type-ce rtifica te , 
re stricted  type- ce rtifica te  or supplem enta l type-ce rtifica te , 
consisting of a ll of the  following:  

 
(i) the  m inim um  syllabus of p ilot type  ra ting tra in ing, including 

de te rm ina tion  of type  ra ting;  
 

(ii) the  de fin ition  of scope  of the  a ircra ft va lida tion  source  da ta  to  
support the  objective  qua lifica tion  of sim ula tors or the  
provisiona l da ta  to  support the ir in te rim  qua lifica tion ;  
 

(iii) the  m inim um  syllabus of m a in tenance  ce rtifying sta ff type  
ra ting tra in ing, includ ing de te rm ina tion  of type  ra ting;  
 

(iv) de te rm ina tion  of type  or va rian t for cabin  cre w and  type  
specific da ta  for cabin  crew;  
 

(v) the  m aste r m inim um  equipm ent list. 
 
(Source: European Commission Regulation (EU) No. 748/2012 of 3 
August 2012) 

 Operat ions m anual  A manual containing procedures, instructions and guidance for 
use by operational personnel in the execution of their duties. 

 Operat ions 
speci f icat ions 

The authorizations, conditions and limitations associated with the 
air operator certificate and subject to the conditions in the 
operations manual. 
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 Operat or  The  person , organ iza tion  or en te rprise  engaged  in  or offe ring to  
engage  in  an  a ircra ft opera tion . 

 Operat or ’s 
m aint enance con t rol  
m anual 

The  docum ent re fe rred  to  in  MCAR-M.A.704, which  describes the  
opera tor’s procedure s necessa ry to  ensure  tha t a ll schedule d  and  
unscheduled  m ain tenance  is  pe rform ed on  the  opera tor’s a ircra ft 
on  tim e  and  in  a  controlled  and  sa tisfactory m anner. 

 Organizat ion  
responsible f or  t he 
t ype design  

The  organiza tion  tha t holds the  type  ce rtifica te , or equiva len t 
docum ent, for an  a ircra ft, engine  or prope lle r type , issued  by a  
Contracting Sta te . 

 Ornit hopt er  A heavie r-than-a ir a ircra ft supported  in  fligh t ch ie fly by the  
reactions of the  a ir on  p lanes to  which  a  flapping m otion  is  
im parted . 

 Or t hom et r ic height  Height of a  poin t re la ted  to  the  geoid , genera lly presented  as an  
MSL e leva tion . 

 Orphan air craf t  t ype An a ircra ft which  has its  Type  Certifica te  revoked  by the  Sta te  of 
Design , and  no  longer has a  designa te d  Sta te  of Design  in  
accordance  with  Annex 8. These  a ircra ft do not m ee t the  
Standards of Annex 8. 

 Ot her  t han  st andard 
cat egory  II (OTS CAT II) 
operat ion.   

A precision  instrum ent approach  and  landing opera tion  using ILS 
or MLS where  som e or a ll of the  e le m ents of the  precision  
approach  ca tegory II ligh t system  a re  not ava ilab le , and  with :  
 
(a ) DH be low 200 ft bu t not lower than  100 ft; and   
(b) RVR of not le ss than  350 m . 

 Ot her  t r ain ing dev ice 
(OTD) 

An a id  used  for p ilot tra in ing othe r than  an  FSTD that provides for 
tra in ing where  a  com ple te  fligh t deck or cockpit environm ent is  not 
necessa ry 

 Out er  m ain gear  w heel  
span (OM GWS) 

the  d istance  be tween  the  outside  edges of the  m ain  gea r whee ls. 

 Pack aging Receptacles and  any othe r com ponents or m a te ria ls necessa ry for 
the  receptacle  to  pe rform  its  conta inm ent function . 

 Passenger  air craf t  An a ircra ft tha t carrie s any pe rson  othe r than  a  crew m em ber, an  
opera tor’s em ployee  in  an  officia l capacity, an  au thorized  
representa tive  of an  appropria te  na tiona l au thority or a  pe rson  
accom panying a  consignm ent or othe r ca rgo. 
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 Par t -FCL l icence A fligh t crew licence  which  com plies with  the  requirem ents of 
MCAR-Aircrew 

 Par t s and Appl iances Any instrum ent, equipm ent, m echanism , part, appara tus, 
appurtenance  or accessory, including com m unica tions 
equipm ent, tha t is  u sed  or in te nded  to  be  used  in  opera ting or 
controlling an  a ircra ft in  fligh t and  is  insta lled  in  or a ttached  to  the  
a ircra ft. It  includes pa rts of an  a irfram e , engine  or prope lle r.  

(Source: Regulation (EC) No 216/2008 of the European parliament and of the 
council of 20 February 2008) 

 Passenger  
classi f icat ion  

Passenger classification, for the purpose of:  
 
(a) ‘adult’ means a person of an age of 12 years and above;  
(b) ‘child/children’ means persons who are of an age of two years 

and above but who are less than 12 years of age;  
(c)  ‘infant’ means a person under the age of two years 

 Past  w eat her  Predominant characteristic of the weather which had existed at an 
observing station during a given period of t ime (during the 
preceding hour or six hours), specified in the international SYNOP 
code. 

 Pavem ent  
classi f icat ion num ber  
(PCN) 

A number expressing the bearing strength of a pavement for 
unrestricted operations. (Applicable until 27 November 2024) 

 Pavem ent  
classi f icat ion rat ing 
(PCR) 

A number expressing the bearing strength of a pavement for 
unrestricted operations. (Applicable as of 28 November 2024) 

 Per form ance-based 
com m unicat ion  (PBC) 

Communication based on performance specifications applied to 
the provision of air traffic services.  
 
Note.— An RCP specification includes communication 
performance requirements that are allocated to system 
components in terms of the communication to be provided and 
associated transaction time, continuity, availability, integrity, 
safety and functionality needed for the proposed operation in the 
context of a particular airspace concept. 

 Per form ance-based 
survei l lance (PBS) 

Surveillance based on performance specifications applied to the 
provision of air traffic services.  
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Note .— An RSP specifica tion  includes surve illance  pe rform ance  
requirem ents tha t a re  a lloca ted  to  system  com ponents in  te rm s of 
the  surve illance  to  be  provided  and  associa ted  da ta  de live ry tim e, 
continuity, ava ilab ility, in tegrity, accuracy of the  surve illance  da ta , 
sa fe ty and  functiona lity needed  for the  proposed  opera tion  in  the  
context of a  pa rticu lar a irspace  concept. 

 Per form ance-based 
nav igat ion  (PBN) 

Area  naviga tion  based  on  pe rform ance  re quirem ents for a ircraft 
opera ting a long an  ATS route , on  an  instrum ent approach  
procedure  or in  a  designa ted  a irspace . 
 
Note— Performance requirements are expressed in navigation 
specifications (RNAV specification, RNP specification) in terms of 
accuracy, integrity, continuity, availability and functionality needed for 
the proposed operation in the context of a particular airspace 
concept. 

 Per form ance class A 
aeroplanes 

Multi-engined aeroplanes powered by turbo-propeller engines 
with a maximum operational passenger seating configuration 
(MOPSC) of more than nine or a maximum take-off mass 
exceeding 5 700 kg, and all multi-engined turbo-jet powered 
aeroplanes  

 Per form ance class B 
aeroplanes 

Aeroplanes powered by propeller engines with an MOPSC of nine 
or less and a maximum take-off mass of 5 700 kg or less  

 Per form ance class C 
aeroplanes 

Aeroplanes powered by reciprocating engines with an MOPSC of 
more than nine or a maximum take-off mass exceeding 5 700 kg 

 Per form ance cr i t er ia Simple, evaluative statements on the required outcome of the 
competency element and a description of the criteria used to 
judge whether the required level of performance has been 
achieved. 

 Pilot  (t o) To manipulate the flight controls of an aircraft during flight t ime. 

 Pilot  f ly ing (PF) The pilot whose primary task is to control and manage the flight  
path. The secondary tasks of the PF are to perform non-flight path  
related actions (radio communications, aircraft systems, other  
operational activit ies, etc.) and to monitor other crew members. 

 Pilot  m oni t or ing (PM ) The pilot whose primary task is to monitor the flight path and its  
management by the PF. The secondary tasks of the PM are to  
perform non–flight path related actions (radio communications,  



Maldivian Civil Aviation Regulations  MCAR–1 Defin itions and  Abb revia tions 
Civil Avia tion  Authority  Genera l Defin itions 

 

Issue : 4.00 2-80 20 February 2022 

  

a ircra ft system s, other opera tiona l activitie s, e tc.) and  to  m onitor  
othe r crew m em bers. 

 Pilot  not  f ly ing (PNF) The  p ilot who is a ssisting the  Pilot flying in  accordance  with  the  
m ulti-crew co-opera tion  concept, when the  required  fligh t crew is 
m ore  than  one .  

(Source: JAR-1) 

 Pilot -in-com m and The pilot designated by the operator, or in the case of general 
aviation, the owner, as being in command and charged with the 
safe conduct of a flight. 

 Pilot -in-com m and 
under  superv ision 
(PICUS) 

A co-pilot performing, under the supervision of the pilot-in-
command, the duties and functions of a pilot-in-command. 

 Pi lot  (t o) To manipulate the flight controls of an aircraft during flight t ime. 

 Point  l igh t  A luminous signal appearing without perceptible length.  

 Point  of  no ret urn  The last possible geographic point at which an aircraft can proceed 
to the destination aerodrome as well as to an available en-route 
alternate aerodrome for a given flight. 

 Por t rayal  Presentation of information to humans (ISO 19117). 

 Posit ion  (Geograph ical) Set of coordinates (latitude and longitude) referenced to the 
mathematical reference ellipsoid which define the posit ion of a 
point on the surface of the Earth. 

 Posit ion ing The transferring of a non-operating crew member from one place 
to another, at the behest of the operator, excluding the time from 
home to the designated reporting place at home base and vice 
versa, as well as the time for local transfer from a place of rest to 
the commencement of duty and vice versa 

 Post  spacing Angular or linear distance between two adjacent elevation points. 

 Pow ered sai lp lane An aircraft equipped with one or more engines having, with 
engines inoperative, the characteristics of a sailplane 

 Pow ered-l i f t  A heavier-than-air aircraft capable of vertical take-off, vertical 
landing, and low-speed flight, which depends principally on 
engine-driven lift devices or engine thrust for the lift during these 



Maldivian Civil Aviation Regulations  MCAR–1 Defin itions and  Abb revia tions 
Civil Avia tion  Authority  Genera l Defin itions 

 

Issue : 4.00 2-81 20 February 2022 

  

fligh t regim es and  on  non-rota ting ae rofoil(s) for lift  during 
horizonta l fligh t. 

 Pow ered-l i f t  ai r craf t  Any a ircra ft de riving ve rtica l lift  and  in  fligh t propulsion/lift from  
variab le  geom etry rotors or engines/propu lsive  devices a ttached  
to  or conta ined  with in  the  fuse lage  or wings. 

 Pow erplan t  The  system  consisting of a ll the  engines, d rive  system  com ponents 
(if applicable ), and  prope lle rs (if insta lled), the ir accessories, 
ancilla ry pa rts, and  fue l and  oil system s insta lled  on  an  a ircra ft bu t 
excluding the  rotors for a  he licopte r. 

 Pow er -un i t  A system  of one  or m ore  engines and  a ncilla ry pa rts which  a re  
toge the r necessa ry to  provide  thrust, independently of the  
continued  opera tion  of any othe r power unit(s), bu t not includ ing 
short pe riod  thrust-producing devices. 

 Precipi t at ion  Any of a ll of the  form s of wa te r particles, whe ther liqu id  or solid , 
tha t fa ll from  the  a tm osphere  and  reach  the  ground. The  form s of 
precip ita tion  a re : ra in , d rizzle , snow, snow gra ins, snow pe lle ts, 
d iam ond dust, ha il, and  ice  pe lle ts. See  a lso acid  precip ita tion . 

 Pr im ary r unw ay(s) runway(s) used  in  p re fe rence  to  othe rs whenever conditions 
pe rm it. 

 Precision  The  sm allest d iffe rence  tha t can  be  re liab ly d istingu ished  by a  
m easurem ent process. 
Note. — In reference to geodetic surveys, precision is a degree of 
refinement in performance of an operation or a degree of perfection 
in the instruments and methods used when taking measurements. 

 Precision approach 
procedure 

see Instrument runway. 

 Pre-f l igh t  in form at ion  
bu l let in  (PIB) 

A presentation of current NOTAM information of operational 
significance, prepared prior to flight. 

 Pre-f l igh t  Inspect ion  The inspection carried out before flight to ensure that the aircraft 
is fit for the intended flight.  

(Source: Commission regulation (EU) No 2015/1536 of 25 August 2016) 

 Prel im inary  Repor t  The communication used for the prompt dissemination of data 
obtained during the early stages of the investigation. 

 Presen t  w eat her  Weather at a station at the time of observation. 
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 Pressure A type  of stre ss characte rized  by uniform ity in  a ll d irections. In  
dynam ics, it is  tha t part of the  stress tensor tha t is  independent of 
viscosity and  depe nds only upon the  m olecula r m otion  
appropria te  to  the  loca l tem pera ture  and  density. It  is  the  nega tive  
of the  m ean of the  three  norm al stresses, and  is , the re fore , a  
sca la r quantity expressed  in  units  of force  pe r un it a rea . In  
m eteorology, com m only used  for a tm ospheric pressure . 

 Pressure-al t i t ude An a tm ospheric pressure  expressed  in  te rm s of a ltitude  which  
corresponds to  tha t p ressure  in  the  Standard  Atm osphere . 

 Prevai l ing v isibi l i t y  The  grea test visib ility va lue , obse rved  in  accordance  with  the  
de fin ition  of “visib ility”, which  is  reached  with in  a t least ha lf the  
horizon  circle  or with in  a t least ha lf of the  surface  of the  
ae rodrom e. These  a reas could  com prise  contiguous or non-
contiguous sectors. 
 
Note:- This value may be assessed by human observation and/or 
instrumented systems. When instruments are installed, they are used 
to obtain the best estimate of the prevailing visibility. 

 Preven t ive act ion  The action to eliminate the cause of a potential non-compliance, 
or other undesirable potential situation 
 
(Source: Annex VII to EASA Executive Director Decision 2020/002/R of 
13 March 2020) 

 Pr incipal  place of  
business 

The head office or registered office of the organisation within 
which the principal financial functions and operational control of 
the activit ies referred to in the Maldives Civil Aviation Regulations 
are exercised 

 Pr in t ed 
com m unicat ions 

Communications which automatically provide a permanent 
printed record at each terminal of a circuit of all messages which 
pass over such circuit. 

 Pr ior i t isat ion of  r am p 
inspect ions 

The dedication of an appropriate portion of the total number of 
ramp inspections conducted by or on behalf of a competent 
authority on an annual basis as provided in Part-ARO 

 Pr ivat e pi lot  A pilot who holds a licence which prohibits the piloting of aircraft 
in operations for which remuneration is given, with the exclusion 
of instruction or examination activit ies, as established in Part-FCL 
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 Problem at ic use of  
subst ances 

The  use  of one  or m ore  psychoactive  substances by avia tion  
pe rsonne l in  a  way tha t: 
 
(a ) constitu tes a  d irect haza rd  to  the  use r or endangers the  lives, 

hea lth  or we lfa re  of o the rs; and/or 
(b) causes or worsens an  occupa tiona l, socia l, m enta l or physica l 

p roblem  or d isorder. 

 Procedure 
al t i t ude/ heigh t  

A published  a ltitude /he ight used  in  de fin ing the  ve rtica l p rofile  of 
a  fligh t procedure , a t or above  the  m inim um  obstacle  clea rance  
a ltitude /he ight where  estab lished . 

 Procedure t u rn  A m anoeuvre  in  which  a  turn  is  m ade  away from  a  designa ted  track 
followed by a  turn  in  the  opposite  d irection  to  pe rm it the  a ircra ft 
to  in te rcept and  proceed  a long the  reciproca l of the  designa te d  
track. 
 
Note 1:- Procedure turns are designated “left” or “right” according to 
the direction of the initial turn.  
Note 2:- Procedure turns may be designated as being made either in 
level flight or while descending, according to the circumstances of each 
individual procedure. 

 Product  An aircraft, engine or propeller. 

(Source: Regulation (EC) No 216/2008 of the European parliament and of the 
council of 20 February 2008 

 Prof iciency check  The demonstration of skill to revalidate or renew ratings, and 
including such oral examination as may be required 

 Prognost ic char t  A forecast of a specified meteorological element(s) for a specified 
time or period and a specified surface or portion of airspace, 
depicted graphically on a chart. 

 Prohibi t ed area An airspace of defined dimensions, above the land areas or 
territorial waters of a State, within which the flight of aircraft is 
prohibited. 

 Propel ler  A complete propeller including all parts attached to and rotating 
with the hub and blades, and all equipment required for the 
control and operation of the propeller.  

(Source: EASA Executive Director (ED) Decision 2003/11/RM dated 
05/11/2003-CS definitions) 
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 Prot ect ive breat h ing 
equipm ent  

Brea th ing equipm ent for protection  aga inst sm oke , fum es and  
othe r ha rm ful gases.  

(Source: EASA Executive Director (ED) Decision 2003/11/RM dated 
05/11/2003-CS definitions) 

 Prot ect ed f l ight  zones Airspace specifically designated to mitigate the hazardous effects 
of laser radiation. 

 Psychoact ive 
subst ances 

Alcohol, opioids, cannabinoids, sedatives and hypnotics, cocaine, 
other psychostimulants, hallucinogens, and volatile solvents, 
whereas coffee and tobacco are excluded. 

 Publ ic in t erest  si t e 
(PIS) 

A site used exclusively for operations in the public interest 

 Qual i f icat ion t est  
gu ide (QTG) 

A document designed to demonstrate that the performance and 
handling qualit ies of an FSTD represent those of the aircraft, class 
of aeroplane or type of helicopter, simulated within prescribed 
limits and that all applicable requirements have been met. The 
QTG includes both the data of the aircraft, class of aeroplane or 
type of helicopter and FSTD data used to support the validation 

 Qual i t y  Degree to which a set of inherent characteristics fulfils 
requirements (ISO 9000* ). 

* ISO Standard 9000 — Quality Management Systems — Fundamentals and 
Vocabulary 
 
Note 1.— The term “quality” can be used with adjectives such as poor, 
good or excellent. 
 
Note 2.— “Inherent”, as opposed to “assigned”, means existing in 
something, especially as a permanent characteristic. 

 Qual i t y  assurance Part of quality management focused on providing confidence that 
quality requirements will be fulfilled (ISO 9000). 

 Qual i t y  cont rol  Part of quality management focused on fulfilling quality 
requirements (ISO 9000). 

 Qual i t y  m anagem ent  Coordinated activit ies to direct and control an organization with 
regard to quality (ISO 9000). 
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 Qual i t y  syst em  Docum ented  organiza tiona l procedures and  policies; in te rna l 
audit of those  policie s and  procedures; m anagem ent review and  
recom m enda tion  for qua lity im provem ent. 

 Radiat ion  Em ission  or transfe r of energy in  the  form  of e lectrom agne tic 
waves. The  process  by which  e lectrom agne tic rad ia tion  is  
propaga ted  through  free  space  by virtue  of join t undula tory 
va ria tions in  the  e lectric and  m agne tic fie lds in  space . This conce pt 
is  to  be  d istinguishe d  from  conduction  and  convection . 

 Radio nav igat ion 
serv ice 

A service  provid ing guidance  inform ation  or position  da ta  for the  
e fficien t and  safe  opera tion  of a ircra ft supported  by one  or m ore  
rad io naviga tion  a ids. 

 Radiot elephony  A form  of rad io com m unica tion  prim arily in tended  for the  
exchange  of in form ation  in  the  form  of speech . 

 Ram p inspect ion  The  inspection  of a ircra ft, of fligh t and  cabin  crew qua lifica tions 
and  of fligh t docum en ta tion  in  order to  ve rify the  com pliance  with  
the  applicable  require m ents 

 Rat ed air  t r af f ic 
cont rol ler  

An a ir tra ffic controlle r hold ing a  lice nce  and  va lid  ra tings  
appropria te  to  the  privileges to  be  e xercise d . 

 Rat ing An authoriza tion  en te red  on  or a ssocia ted  with  a  licence  and 
form ing pa rt the reof, sta ting specia l conditions, p rivile ges or 
lim ita tions pe rta in ing to  such  licence . 

 RCP t ype A labe l (e .g. RCP 240) tha t represents the  va lues assigned  to  RCP 
param ete rs for com m unica tion  transaction  tim e , continuity, 
ava ilab ility and  in tegrity. 

 Rect i f icat ion in t erval    A lim ita tion  on  the  dura tion  of opera tions with  inopera tive  
equipm ent 

 Reference t im e The  loca l tim e  a t the  reporting poin t in  a  tim e  zone  band 2 hours 
wide  a round the  loca l tim e  where  a  crew m em ber is  acclim a tised 

 Ref ract ive er ror  The  devia tion  from  e m m etropia  m easured  in  d ioptres in  the  m ost 
am etropic m erid ian , m easured  by standard  m ethods 

 Regional Air  
Nav igat ion Agr eem ent  

Agreem ent approved  by the  Council of ICAO norm ally on  the  
advice  of a  regiona l a ir naviga tion  m ee ting. 
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 Reject ed t ak e-of f  
dist ance avai lable 
(RTODAH) 

The  length  of the  fina l approach  and  take-off a rea  decla red 
ava ilab le  and  su itab le  for he licopte rs opera ted  in  pe rform ance  
class 1 to  com ple te  a  re jected  take-off;  

 Reject ed t ak e-of f  
dist ance r equ ired 
(RTODRH) 

The  horizonta l d istance  required  from  the  sta rt of the  take -off to  
the  poin t where  the  he licopte r com es to  a  fu ll stop  following an  
engine  fa ilure  and  re jection  of the  take-off a t the  take-off decision  
poin t  

 Relat ive hum idi t y  The  (d im ensionless) ra tio  of the  actua l vapor pressure  of the  a ir to  
the  sa tura tion  vapor pressure . The  re la tive  hum idity is  usua lly 
expressed  in  pe r cent, and  can  be  com pute d  from  psychrom etric 
da ta . See  hum idity. 

 Rel ief  The  ine qua litie s in  e leva tion  of the  surface  of the  Earth  
represented  on  ae ronautica l cha rts by contours, hypsom etric 
tin ts, shading or spot e leva tions. 

 Rem ot e co-pi lot  A licensed  rem ote  p ilot se rving in  any p iloting capacity othe r than   
a s rem ote  p ilot-in-com m and but excluding a  rem ote  p ilot who is  
in  the  rem ote  p ilot sta tion  for the  sole  purpose  of rece iving fligh t 
instruction . 

 Rem ot e f l ight  cr ew  
m em ber  

A licensed  fligh t crew m em ber charged  with  dutie s e ssentia l to   the   
opera tion  of a  rem ote ly p iloted  a ircra ft system  during a  fligh t du ty  
pe riod . 

 Rem ot e pi lot  A person  charged  by the  opera tor with  dutie s e ssentia l to  the  
opera tion  of a  rem ote ly p iloted  a ircra ft and  who m anipula tes the  
fligh t controls, a s appropria te , during fligh t tim e . 

 Rem ot e pi lot -in-
com m and 

The  rem ote  p ilot designa ted  by the  opera tor a s be ing in  com m and   
and  charged  with  the  sa fe  conduct of a  fligh t. 

 Rem ot e pi lot  st at ion 
(RPS) 

The  com ponent of the  rem ote ly p iloted  a ircra ft system  conta in ing 
the  equipm ent used  to  p ilot the  rem ote ly p iloted  a ircra ft. 

 Rem ot ely  pi lot ed 
air craf t  (RPA) 

An unm anne d a ircra ft which  is  p iloted  from  a  rem ote  p ilot sta tion . 

 Rem ot ely  pi lot ed 
air craf t  syst em  (RPAS) 

A rem ote ly p iloted  a ircra ft, its  a ssocia ted  rem ote  p ilot sta tion(s), 
the  required  com m and and  control links and  any othe r 
com ponents a s specified  in  the  type  design . 
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 Render ing (a l icence) 
val id 

The  action  taken  by CAA, as an  a lte rna tive  to  issu ing its  own 
licence , in  accepting a  licence  issued  by an  ICAO Contracting Sta te  
a s the  equiva len t of its  own lice nce . 

 Renew al (of , e.g. a 
rat ing or  cer t i f icat e) 

The  adm inistra tive  action  taken  a fte r a  ra ting or ce rtifica te  has 
lapsed  for the  purpose  of renewing the  privileges of the  ra ting or 
ce rtifica te  for a  furthe r specified  pe riod  consequent upon the  
fu lfilm ent of specified  requirem ents 

 Repair  Elim ina tion  of dam age  and/or restora tion  to  an  a irworthy 
condition  following in itia l re lease  in to se rvice  by the  m anufacturer 
of any product, pa rt or appliance . 

(Source: Commission Regulation (EU) No. 748/2012 of 3 August 2012) 

 Repor t ing poin t  A specified geographical location in relation to which the posit ion 
of an aircraft can be reported. 
 
Note;- There are three categories of reporting points: ground-based 
navigation aid, intersection  and waypoint. In this context of this 
definition, intersection is a significant point expressed as radials, 
bearings and /or distances from ground-based navigation aids. A 
reporting point can be  indicated as “on request” or as “ compulsory”     

 Requir ed 
com m unicat ion  
per form ance (RCP) 
speci f icat ion 

A set of requirements for air traffic service provision and 
associated ground equipment, aircraft capability, and operations 
needed to support performance-based communication. 

 Requir ed 
com m unicat ion  
per form ance t ype (RCP 
t ype) 

A label (e.g. RCP 240) that represents the values assigned to RCP 
parameters for communication transaction time, continuity, 
availability and integrity. 

 Requir ed nav igat ion 
per form ance (RNP) 

A statement of the navigation performance necessary for 
operation within a defined airspace. 
 
Note — Navigation performance and requirements are defined for a 
particular RNP type and/or application. 

 Requir ed survei l lance 
per form ance (RSP) 
speci f icat ion 

A set of requirements for air traffic service provision and 
associated ground equipment, aircraft capability, and operations 
needed to support performance-based surveillance. 

 Requir em ent  Need or expectation that is stated, generally implied or obligatory 
(ISO 9000* ). 
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Note 1.— “Generally implied” means that it is custom or common 
practice for the organization, its customers and other interested 
parties, that the need or expectation under consideration is implied. 
Note 2.— A qualifier can be used to denote a specific type of 
requirement, e.g. product requirement, quality management 
requirement, customer requirement. 
Note 3.— A specified requirement is one which is stated, for example, 
in a document. 
Note 4.— Requirements can be generated by different interested 
parties. 

 Rescue An opera tion  to  re trie ve  pe rsons in  d istress, p rovide  for the ir in itia l 
m edica l or othe r nee ds, and  de live r them  to a  p lace  of sa fe ty. 

 Rescue coordinat ion  
cen t re (RCC) 

A unit re sponsib le  for prom oting e fficien t organiza tion  of sea rch  
and  rescue  se rvices and  for coord ina ting the  conduct of sea rch  
and  rescue  opera tions with in  a  sea rch  and  rescue  region . 

 Rescue subcent r e (RSC) A unit subord ina te  to  a  rescue  coord ina tion  centre , e stab lished  to  
com plem ent the  la tte r accord ing to  pa rticu la r provisions of the  
responsib le  au thoritie s. 

 Reserve A period  of tim e  during which  a  crew is required  by the  opera tor 
to  be  ava ilab le  to  receive  an  assignm ent for a  fligh t, position ing or 
othe r du ty with  a t least a  10 hour notifica tion  be fore  the  sta rt of 
the  assigned  duty 

 Resolut ion  A num ber of un its  or d igits  to  which  a  m easured  or ca lcu la ted  
va lue  is  expressed  and  used . 

 Rest  f aci l i t y  A bunk or sea t with  leg and  foot support tha t p rovides a  cre w 
m em ber with  a  sleep  opportunity on  board  an  a ircra ft. 

 Rest  per iod A continuous, un in te rrupted  and  de fined  pe riod  of tim e , 
subsequent to  and/or prior to  duty, during which  a  crew m em ber 
is  free  of a ll du tie s and  rese rve . 

 Rest r ict ed area An a irspace  of de fined  d im ensions, above  the  land  a reas or 
te rritoria l wa te rs of a  Sta te , with in  which  the  fligh t of a ircraft is  
re stricted  in  accordance  with  ce rta in  specified  conditions. 

 Reval idat ion ’ (of , e.g. a 
rat ing or  cer t i f icat e) 

The  adm inistra tive  action  taken  with in  the  pe riod  of va lid ity of a  
ra ting or ce rtifica te  which  a llows the  holde r to  continue  to  e xercise  
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the  privile ges of a  ra ting or ce rtifica te  for a  furthe r specified  pe riod  
consequent upon the  fu lfilm ent of specified  requirem ents  

 Reversal  procedur e A procedure  designed  to  enable  a ircraft to  reverse  d irection  
during the  in itia l app roach  segm ent of an  instrum ent approach  
procedure . The  sequence  m ay include  procedure  turns or base  
turns. 

 Ridge (of  h igh  
pressure) 

In  m eteorology, an  e longa ted  a rea  of re la tive ly h igh  a tm ospheric 
pressure , a lm ost a lways associa ted  with  and  m ost clea rly 
identified  as an  a rea  of m axim um  anticyclonic curva ture  of wind  
flow. 

 RNP t ype A conta inm ent va lue  expressed  as a  d istance  in  nautica l m iles 
from  the  in tended  position  with in  which  fligh ts would  be  for a t 
least 95 pe r cent of the  tota l flying tim e . 
 
Example — RNP 4 represents a navigation accuracy of plus or minus 
7.4 km (4 NM) on a 95 per cent containment basis. 

 Road In the context of an aerodrome, an established surface route on 
the movement area meant for the exclusive use of vehicles. 

 Road-holding posi t ion  A designated posit ion at which vehicles may be required to hold. 

 Rot at ion  It is a duty or a series of duties, including at least one flight duty, 
and rest periods out of home base, starting at home base and 
ending when returning to home base for a rest period where the 
operator is no longer responsible for the accommodation of the 
crew member 

 Rot orcraf t  A power-driven heavier-than-air aircraft supported in flight by the 
reactions of the air on one or more rotors. 

 Rout e sect or  A flight comprising take-off, departure, cruise of not less than 15 
minutes, arrival, approach and landing phases 

 Rout e st age A route or portion of a route flown without an intermediate 
landing. 

 RPA observer  A trained and competent person designated by the operator who, 
by visual observation of the remotely piloted aircraft, assists the 
remote pilot in the safe conduct of the flight. 
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 Runw ay A defined  rectangula r a rea  on  a  land  ae rodrom e prepared  for the  
landing and  take-off of a ircraft. 

 Runw ay condit ion  
assessm ent  m at r ix  
(RCAM ) 

A m atrix a llowing the  assessm ent of the  runway condition  code , 
using associa ted  procedures, from  a  se t of obse rved  runwa y 
surface  condition(s) a nd  p ilot report of braking action . 

 Runw ay condit ion  code 
(RWYCC) 

A num ber describ ing the  runway surface  condition  to  be  used  in  
the  runway cond ition  report. 
 
Note. — The purpose of the runway condition code is to permit an 
operational aeroplane performance calculation by the flight crew. 
Procedures for the determination of the runway condition code are 
described in the PANS-Aerodromes (Doc 9981). 

 Runw ay condit ion  
repor t  (RCR) 

A comprehensive standardized report relating to runway surface 
condition(s) and its effect on the aeroplane landing and take-off 
performance. 

 Runw ay end safet y  
area (RESA) 

An area symmetrical about the extended runway centre line and 
adjacent to the end of the strip primarily intended to reduce the 
risk of damage to an aeroplane undershooting or overrunning the 
runway. 

 Runw ay guard l igh t s A light system intended to caution pilots or vehicle drivers that 
they are about to enter an active runway. 

 Runw ay-holding 
posi t ion  

A designated posit ion intended to protect a runway, an obstacle 
limitation surface, or an ILS/ MLS crit ical/sensit ive area at which 
taxiing aircraft and vehicles shall stop and hold, unless otherwise 
authorized by the aerodrome control tower. 
 
Note — In radiotelephony phraseologies, the expression “holding 
point” is used to designate the runway-holding position. 

 Runw ay st r ip A defined area including the runway and stopway, if provided, 
intended:  
 
a. to reduce the risk of damage to aircraft running off a runway; 

and 
b. to protect aircraft flying over it  during take-off or landing 

operations. 
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 Runw ay sur face 
condi t ion(s) 

A descrip tion  of the  condition (s) of the  runway surface  used  in  the  
runway condition  re port which  estab lishes the  basis for the  
de te rm ina tion  of the  runway condition  code  for ae roplane  
pe rform ance  purposes. 
 
Note 1. — The runway surface conditions used in the runway condition 
report establish the performance requirements between the 
aerodrome operator, aeroplane manufacturer and aeroplane 
operator. 

Note 2. — Aircraft de-icing chemicals and other contaminants are also 
reported but are not included in the list of runway surface condition 
descriptors because their effect on runway surface friction 
characteristics and the runway condition code cannot be evaluated in 
a standardized manner. 

Note 3.— Procedures on determining runway surface conditions are 
available in the PANS-Aerodromes (Doc 9981). 
 
a. Dry runway. A runway is considered dry if its surface is free of 

visible moisture and not contaminated within the area 
intended to be used. 

b. Wet runway. The runway surface is covered by any visible 
dampness or water up to and including 3 mm deep within the 
intended area of use. 

c. Slippery wet runway. A wet runway where the surface friction 
characteristics of a significant portion of the runway have been 
determined to be degraded. 

d. Contaminated runway. A runway is contaminated when a 
significant portion of the runway surface area (whether in 
isolated areas or not) within the length and width being used is 
covered by one or more of the substances listed in the runway 
surface condition descriptors. 

e. Note. — Procedures on determination of contaminant 
coverage on runway are available in the PANS-Aerodromes 
(Doc 9981). 

f. Runway surface condition descriptors. One of the following 
elements on the surface of the runway: 

Note. — The descriptions for e) i) to viii) are used solely in the 
context of the runway condition report and are not intended to 
supersede or replace any existing WMO definitions. 
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i. Com pacted  snow: Snow tha t has been  com pacted  in to a  
solid  m ass such  tha t ae roplane  tire s, a t opera ting 
pressures and  loadings, will run  on  the  surface  without 
sign ificant furthe r com paction  or ru tting of the  surface . 

ii. Dry snow: Snow from  which  a  snowba ll ca nnot readily be  
m ade . 

iii. Frost: Frost consists of ice  crysta ls form ed from  a irborne  
m oisture  on  a  surface  whose  tem pera ture  is  be low 
freezing. Frost d iffe rs from  ice  in  tha t the  frost crysta ls 
grow independently and  the re fore  have  a  m ore  granula r 
texture . 

Note 1.— Below freezing refers to air temperature equal to or 
less than the freezing point of water (0 degree Celsius). 

Note 2. — Under certain conditions frost can cause the 
surface to become very slippery and it is then reported 
appropriately as reduced braking action. 

iv. Ice: Water that has frozen or compacted snow that has 
transit ioned into ice, in cold and dry conditions. 

v. Slush: Snow that is so water-saturated that water will drain 
from it when a handful is picked up or will splatter if 
stepped on forcefully. 

vi. Standing water: Water of depth greater than 3 mm. 

Note. — Running water of depth greater than 3 mm is 
reported as standing water by convention. 

vii. Wet ice: Ice with water on top of it or ice that is melting. 

Note. — Freezing precipitation can lead to runway conditions 
associated with wet ice from an aeroplane performance point 
of view. Wet ice can cause the surface to become very slippery. 
It is then reported appropriately as reduced braking action in 
line with procedures in the PANS-Aerodromes (Doc 9981). 

viii. Wet snow: Snow that contains enough water content to be 
able to make a well-compacted, solid snowball, but water 
will not squeeze out. 

 Runw ay t ur n pad A defined  a rea  on  a  land  ae rodrom e adjacent to  a  runway for the  
purpose  of com ple ting a  180-degree  turn  on  a  runway. 
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 Runw ay v isual  r ange 
(RVR) 

The  range  over which  the  p ilot of an  a ircra ft on  the  centre  line  of a  
runway can  see  the  runway surface  m arkings or the  ligh ts 
de linea ting the  runwa y or identifying its  cen tre  line . 

 Runw ay-holding 
posi t ion  

A designa ted  position  in tended  to  protect a  runway, an  obstacle  
lim ita tion  surface , or an  ILS/MLS critica l/sensitive  a rea  a t which  
taxiing a ircra ft and  vehicles sha ll stop  and  hold , un less othe rwise  
au thorized  by the  ae rodrom e control towe r. 
 
Note – In radiotelephony phraseologies, the expression “holding point” 
is used to designate the runway-holding position. 

 Safe f or ced landing Unavoidable landing or ditching with a reasonable expectancy of 
no injuries to persons in the aircraft or on the surface. 

 Safet y  The state in which risks associated with aviation activit ies, related 
to, or in direct support of the operation of aircraft, are reduced 
and controlled to an acceptable level. 

 Safet y  dat a A defined set of facts or set of safety values collected from various 
aviation-related sources, which is used to maintain or improve 
safety 

 Safet y  in form at ion  Safety data processed, organized or analysed in a given context so 
as to make it useful for safety management purposes. 

 Safet y  m anagem ent  
syst em  (SM S) 

A systematic approach to managing safety, including the 
necessary organizational structures, accountabilit ies, policies and 
procedures. 

 Safet y  oversigh t  A function performed by a State to ensure that individuals and 
organizations performing an aviation activity comply with safety-
related national laws and regulations. 

 Safet y  per form ance A State or a service provider’s safety achievement as defined by its 
safety performance targets and safety performance indicators. 

 Safet y  per form ance 
indicat or  

A data-based parameter used for monitoring and assessing safety 
performance. 

 Safet y  per form ance 
t arget  

The State or service provider’s planned or intended target for a 
safety performance indicator over a given period that aligns with 
the safety objectives. 
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 Safet y  r isk  The  predicted  proba bility and  severity of the  consequences or 
ou tcom es of a  hazard . 

 St at e of  t he Aerodrom e The  Sta te  in  whose  te rritory the  ae rodrom e is loca ted . 

 Safet y  
Recom m endat ion  

A proposa l of the  accident investiga tion  au thority of the  Sta te  
conducting the  investiga tion , based  on  inform ation  de rived  from  
the  investiga tion , m ade  with  the  in ten tion  of preventing acciden ts 
or incidents. 

 Safet y-sensi t ive 
personnel  

Persons who m ight e ndanger avia tion  sa fe ty if they pe rform  the ir 
du tie s and  functions im properly including, bu t not lim ited  to , cre w 
m em bers, a ircra ft m a in tenance  pe rsonne l and  a ir tra ffic 
controlle rs. 

 Sai lplane A heavie r-than-a ir a ircra ft which  is  supported  in  fligh t by the  
dynam ic reaction  of the  a ir aga inst its  fixed  lifting surfaces, the  free  
fligh t of which  does not depend on  an  engine  

 Sat isfact ory  ev idence A se t of docum ents or activitie s tha t a  Contracting Sta te  accepts as 
sufficien t to  show com pliance  with  an  a irworth iness requirem en t. 

 Sea sur face 
t em perat ur e 

Tem pera ture  of the  wa te r film  a t the  sea  surface  

 Sea-level  pressur e The  a tm ospheric pressure  a t m ean sea  leve l, e ithe r d irectly 
m easured  or, m ost com m only, em pirica lly de te rm ined  from  the  
obse rved  sta tion  pressure . 

 Seaplane A fixed  wing a ircra ft which  is  designed  for taking off and  landing 
on  wa te r and  include s am phib ians opera ted  as seaplanes 

 Search  An opera tion  norm ally coord ina ted  by a  rescue  coord ina tion  
centre  or re scue  subcentre  using ava ilab le  pe rsonne l and  facilitie s 
to  loca te  pe rsons in  d istress. 

 Search  and rescue 
air craf t  

An a ircra ft p rovided  with  specia lized  equipm ent su itab le  for the  
e fficien t conduct of sea rch  and  rescue  m issions. 

 Search  and rescue 
f aci l i t y  

Any m obile  resource , including designa ted  sea rch  and  rescue  
units , used  to  conduct sea rch  and  rescue  opera tions. 

 Search  and rescue 
region  (SRR) 

An a rea  of de fine d  d im ensions, a ssocia ted  with  a  rescue  
coord ina tion  centre , with in  which  sea rch  and  rescue  se rvices a re  
provided . 
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 Search  and rescue 
serv ice 

The  perform ance  of d istress m onitoring, com m unica tion , 
coord ina tion  and  se a rch  and  rescue  functions, in itia l m edica l 
a ssistance  or m edica l evacua tion , th rough  the  use  of public and  
priva te  resources, including coopera ting a ircra ft, vesse ls and  othe r 
cra ft and  insta lla tions. 

 Search  and rescue 
serv ices un i t s 

A generic te rm  m eaning, a s the  case  m ay be , re scue  coord ina tion  
centre , re scue  sub  ce ntre  or a le rting post. 

 Sect or  The  tim e  be tween  an  a ircra ft first m oving for the  purpose  of taking 
off un til it  com es to  rest a fte r landing on  the  designa ted  pa rking 
position . 

 Segr egat ed paral lel  
operat ions 

Sim ultaneous opera tions on  pa ra lle l or ne a r-pa ra lle l instrum ent 
runways in  which  one  runway is used  e xclusive ly for approaches 
and  the  othe r runway is used  exclusive ly for departures. 

 Self -sust ain ing 
pow ered sai lplane 

A powere d  ae roplane  with  ava ilab le  engine  power which  a llows it 
to  m ain ta in  leve l fligh t bu t not to  take  off under its  own power. 

 Separat e runw ays Runways a t the  sam e  ae rodrom e tha t a re  separa te  landing 
surfaces. These  runways m ay overlay or cross in  such  a  way tha t if 
one  of the  runways is  b locked , it  will not pre vent the  p lanned  type  
of opera tions on  the  othe r runway. Each  runway sha ll have  a  
separa te  approach  procedure  based  on  a  separa te  naviga tion  a id  

 Ser ies of  f l igh t s Se ries of fligh ts a re  consecutive  fligh ts tha t: 
 
(a ) begin  and  end  with in  a  pe riod  of 24 hours; and  
(b) are  a ll conducted  by the  sam e  p ilot-in-com m and. 

 Ser ious incident  An incident involving circum stances ind ica ting tha t an  accident 
nea rly occurred . 
 
Note 1: The difference between an accident and a serious incident lies 
only in the result. 

 Ser ious In ju r y  any injury, which is sustained by a person in an accident and 
which: 
 
(a) requires hospitalization for more than 48 hours, commencing 

within 7 days from the date the injury was received; 
(b) results in a fracture of any bone (except simple fractures of 

fingers, toes, or nose); 
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(c) causes severe  haem orrhages, ne rve  m uscle , or tendon 
dam age ; 

(d) involves any in te rna l organ; or 
(e ) involves second or th ird  degree  burns, or any burns a ffecting 

m ore  than  5 pe r cent of the  body surface ; or 
(f) involves ve rified  exposure  to  infectious substances or in jurious 

rad ia tion . 

 Shoulder  An a rea  ad jacent to  the  edge  of a  pavem ent so prepared  as to  
provide  a  transition  be tween the  pave m ent and  the  ad jacent 
surface . 

 SIGM ET in form at ion  Inform ation  issued  by a  m eteorologica l wa tch  office  concern ing 
the  occurrence  or e xpected  occurrence  of specified  en-route  
wea the r and  othe r phenom ena  in  the  a tm osphere  tha t m ay affect 
the  sa fe ty of a ircraft opera tions. 

 Sign  m eans; 
(a ) Fixed  m essage  sign . A sign  presenting only one  m essage . 
(b) Variab le  m essage  sign . A sign  capable  of presenting severa l 

p re -de te rm ined  m essages or no m essage , a s applicable . 

 Signal  area An a rea  on  an  ae rodrom e used  for the  d isp lay of ground signa ls. 

 Slush  Water-sa tura ted  snow which  with  a  he e l-and-toe  slap-down  
m otion  aga inst the  ground will be  d isp laced  with  a  sp la tte r; 
specific gravity: 0.5 up  to  0.8. (Applicable  until 4 Novem ber 2021) 
 
Note. — Combinations of ice, snow and/or standing water may, 
especially when rain, rain and snow, or snow is falling, produce 
substances with specific gravities in excess of 0.8. These substances, 
due to their high water/ice content, will have a transparent rather 
than a cloudy appearance and, at the higher specific gravities, will be 
readily distinguishable from slush. 

 Sign  a m ain t enance 
release (t o) 

To certify that maintenance work has been completed 
satisfactorily in accordance with the applicable Standards of 
airworthiness, by issuing the maintenance release.  

 Sign i f icant  In the context of the medical provisions, significant means to a 
degree or of a nature that is likely to jeopardize flight safety. 
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 Sign i f icant  poin t  A specified  geographica l loca tion  used  in  de fin ing an  ATS route  or 
the  fligh t pa th  of an  a ircraft and  for othe r naviga tion  and  ATS 
purposes. 
 
Note.— There are three categories of significant points: ground-based 
navigation aid, intersection and waypoint. In the context of this 
definition, intersection is a significant point expressed as radials, 
bearings and/or distances from groundbased navigation aids. 

 Single day f r ee of  dut y  A time free of all duties consisting of a single day and two local 
nights and which may include a rest period as part of the day off. 

 Single-pi lot  ai r craf t  An aircraft certificated for operation by one pilot 

 Sk i l l  t est  The demonstration of skill for a licence or rating issue, including 
such oral examination as may be required 

 Sm all  air craf t  An aircraft of a maximum certificated take-off mass of 5 700 kg or 
less. 

 Snow  (on  t he ground) (Applicable until 4 November 2021) 
(a) Dry snow. Snow which can be blown if loose or, if compacted 

by hand, will fall apart again upon release; specific gravity: up 
to but not including 0.35. 

(b) Wet snow. Snow which, if compacted by hand, will stick 
together and tend to or form a snowball; specific gravity: 0.35 
up to but not including 0.5. 

(c) Compacted snow. Snow which has been compressed into a 
solid mass that resists further compression and will hold 
together or break up into lumps if picked up; specific gravity: 
0.5 and over. 

 SNOWTAM  (Applicable until 3 November 2021) 
 
A special series NOTAM notifying the presence or removal of 
hazardous conditions due to snow, ice, slush or standing water 
associated with snow, slush and ice on the movement area, by 
means of a specific format.  
 
(Applicable as of 4 November 2021) 
 
A special series NOTAM given in a standard format providing a 
surface condition report notifying the presence or cessation of 
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haza rdous conditions due  to  snow, ice , slush , frost, standing wa te r 
or wa te r a ssocia ted  with  snow, slush , ice  or frost on  the  m ovem en t 
a rea .  

 Solar  radiat ion  The  tota l e lectrom agne tic rad ia tion  em itted by the  Sun. 

 Solo f l ight  t im e Flight tim e  during which  a  student p ilot is  the  sole  occupant of an  
a ircra ft. 

 Solo f l ight  t im e — 
rem ot ely  pi lot ed 
air craf t  syst em s 

Flight tim e  during wh ich  a  student rem ote  p ilot is  controlling the  
rem ote ly p iloted  a ircra ft system , acting solo. 

 Special  VFR f l igh t  A VFR fligh t clea red  by a ir tra ffic control to  opera te  with in  a  contro l 
zone  in  m eteorologica l conditions be low VMC  

 Special  VFR f l igh t  A VFR fligh t clea red  by a ir tra ffic control to  opera te  with in  a  contro l 
zone  in  m eteorologica l conditions be low VMC. 

 St abi l ised approach  
(SAp) 

An approach  tha t is  flown in  a  controlled  a nd  appropria te  m anner 
in  te rm s of configura tion , ene rgy and  con trol of the  fligh t pa th  
from  a  pre -de te rm ine d  poin t or a ltitude /he ight down to a  poin t 50 
ft above  the  threshold  or the  poin t where  the  fla re  m anoeuvre  is  
in itia ted  if h igher. 

 St andard at m ospher e See  ‘Atm osphere , In te rna tiona l Standard’.  

(Source: EASA Executive Director (ED) Decision 2003/11/RM dated 
05/11/2003-CS definitions) 

 St andard isobar ic 
sur f ace 

An isobaric surface used on a worldwide basis for representing 
and analyzing the conditions in the atmosphere. 

 St andby  A pre-notified and defined period of t ime during which a crew 
member is required by the operator to be available to receive an 
assignment for a flight, posit ioning or other duty without an 
intervening rest period, as follows: 
 
(a)  airport standby means a standby performed at the airport, 

which may lead to an assignment of duty;  
(b)  other standby means a standby either at home or in a suitable 

accommodation, which may lead to an assignment of duty. 

 St at e of  Design  The State having jurisdiction over the organization responsible for 
the type design. 
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 St at e of  M anufact ure The  Sta te  having jurisd iction  over the  organiza tion  responsib le  for 
the  fina l a ssem bly of the  a ircra ft, engine  or prope lle r. 

 St at e of  Occur r ence The  Sta te  in  the  te rritory of which  an  accident or incide nt occurs. 

 St at e of  Regist r y  The  Sta te  on  whose  registe r the  a ircra ft is  en te red . 
 
Note — In the case of the registration of aircraft of an international 
operating agency on other than a national basis, the States 
constituting the agency are jointly and severally bound to assume the 
obligations which, under the Chicago Convention, attach to a State of 
Registry. See, in this regard, the Council Resolution of 14 December 
1967 on Nationality and Registration of Aircraft Operated by 
International Operating Agencies which can be found in Policy and 
Guidance Material on the Economic Regulation of International Air 
Transport (Doc 9587). 

 St at e of  t he Aerodrom e The  Sta te  in  whose  te rritory the  ae rodrom e is loca ted . 

 St at e of  t he Operat or  The  Sta te  in  which  the  opera tor’s principa l p lace  of business is  
loca ted  or, if the re  is no such  p lace  of business, the  opera tor’s 
pe rm anent residence . 

 St at e safet y  
program m e (SSP) 

An in tegra ted  se t of regula tions and  activitie s a im ed a t im proving 
sa fe ty. 

 St at ion  decl inat ion  An a lignm e nt va ria tion  be twe en the  ze ro degree  rad ia l of a  VOR 
and true  north , de te rm ined  a t the  tim e  the  VOR sta tion  is  
ca libra ted . 

 St at ion  pr essure Atm ospheric pressure  obse rved  a t a  sta tion . 

 St opw ay  A defined  rectangula r a rea  on  the  ground a t the  end  of take -off 
run  ava ilab le  prepare d  as a  su itab le  a rea  in  which  an  a ircra ft can  
be  stopped  in  the  case  of an  abandoned take  off. 

 St rat ocum ulus (SC) A principa l low-leve l cloud  type  (cloud  genus), p re dom inantly 
stra tiform , in  the  form  of re la tive ly low gray and/or whitish  layer, 
shee t or pa tch . Its  e lem ents a re  often  a rranged  in  bands or rolls 
tha t lie  across the  wind . Light ra in , snow, or slee t m ay fa ll from  
stra tocum ulus. 

 St rat opause The  boundary laye r be tween the  stra tosphere  and  the  
m esosphere  a t about 50 to  55 km . 
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 St rat osphere The  a tm ospheric she ll above  the  troposphere  and  be low the  
m esosphere . It  is  cha racte rized  a t first by isothe rm al conditions 
and  then  a  gradua l tem pera ture  increase . The  com position  of 
stra tospheric a ir is basica lly the  sam e  as tha t of the  lower 
a tm osphere , with  the  addition  of ozone . 

 St rat us (ST) A principa l low-leve l cloud  type  (cloud  genus) in  the  form  of a  low-
a ltitude , ligh t to  da rk gray cloud  layer with  a  ra the r un iform  base . 
Stra tus clouds a re  genera lly d iffuse  and  du ll. This cloud  form ation  
has little  structure  and  looks like  fog, exce pt tha t it  is  above  the  
ground . Stra tus does not usua lly produce  p recip ita tion , bu t whe n 
it does occur it  is in  the  form  of m inute  particles, such  as drizzle , 
ice  crysta ls, or fine  snow gra ins. 

 St udent  pi lot -in-
com m and’ (SPIC) 

A student p ilot acting as p ilot-in-com m and on  a  fligh t with  a n  
instructor where  the  la tte r will on ly obse rve  the  student p ilot and  
sha ll not in fluence  or control the  fligh t of the  a ircra ft 

 Subsonic aeroplane An aeroplane incapable of sustaining level flight at speeds 
exceeding flight Mach number of 1. 

 Subst an t ial  Dam age Substantial Damage means damage or failure which adversely 
affects the structural strength, performance, or flight 
characteristics of the aircraft, and which would normally require 
major repair or replacement of the affected component. For the 
purposes of this regulation, the following conditions are not 
considered “substantial damage”: 
 
(a)  for multiengine aircraft: engine failure or damage limited to an 

engine if only one engine fails or is damaged, 
(b)  bent fairings or cowling, dented skin, small punctured holes in 

the skin or fabric, 
(c)  ground damage to rotor or propeller blades, 
(d)  and damage to landing gear, wheels, t ires, flaps, engine 

accessories, brakes, or wing tips. 

 Suit able 
accom m odat ion  

For the purpose of standby, split duty and minimum rest, a 
separate room, with appropriate facilit ies, for each crew member 
located in a quiet environment, equipped with a bed, sufficient 
ventilation, a device for regulating temperature and light intensity, 
and access to food and drink 
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 Supplem ent al  oxygen  The  additiona l oxyge n  require d  to  protect each  occupant aga inst 
the  adverse  e ffects of excessive  cabin  a ltitude  and  to  m ain ta in  
acceptab le  physiologica l conditions.  

(Source: EASA Executive Director (ED) Decision 2003/11/RM dated 
05/11/2003-CS definitions) 

 Sur face w ind Wind blowing near the Earth's surface. It is measured, by 
convention, at a height of 10 m above ground in an area where the 
distance between the anemometer and any obstruction is at least 
10 times the height of the obstruction. 

 Survei l lance The State activit ies through which the State proactively verifies 
through inspections and audits that aviation licence, certificate, 
authorization or approval holders continue to meet the 
established requirements and function at the level of competency 
and safety required by the State. 

 Synopt ic – scale The scale of the high- and low-pressure systems of the lower 
atmosphere which typical dimensions range approximately from 
1000 to 2500 kilometers (synoptic-scale circulation). 

 Synopt ic analysis The study of the synoptic observation data plotted on synoptic 
charts aimed at analysis of the atmospheric disturbances (for 
example, fronts, cyclones, and anticyclones). 

 Synopt ic char t  A weather chart reflecting the state of the atmosphere over a large 
area at a given moment. 

 Synopt ic code 
(In t er nat ional  synopt ic 
sur f ace observat ion, or  
synop, code) 

A code approved by the World Meteorological Organization, by 
which meteorological elements observed at the Earth's surface at 
synoptic t imes are encoded in groups of five figures and 
transmitted internationally through the available immediate 
communication means. 

 Synopt ic hour  Hour (UTC) determined by international agreement at which 
meteorological observations are made simultaneously throughout 
the world. The primary synoptic hours are every six hours, 
commencing at 00:00 UTC. 

 Synopt ic w eat her  
observat ion  

A surface weather observation, made at periodic t imes (usually at 
3-hourly and 6-hourly intervals specified by the World 
Meteorological Organization), of sky cover, state of the sky, cloud 
height, atmospheric pressure reduced to sea level, temperature, 
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dew poin t, wind  spe ed  and  d irection , a m ount of precip ita tion , 
hydrom eteors and  lithom eteors, and  specia l phe nom ena  tha t 
preva il a t the  tim e  of the  obse rva tion  or have  been  obse rved  since  
the  previous specified  obse rva tion . 

 Synt het ic v ision 
syst em  (SVS) 

A system  to d isp lay da ta -de rived  synthe tic im ages of the  exte rna l 
scene  from  the  pe rspective  of the  fligh t deck. 

 Sw it ch-over  t im e 
(l igh t ) 

The  tim e  required  for the  actua l in tensity of a  ligh t m easured  in  a  
given  d irection  to  fa ll from  50 pe r ce nt and  recover to  50 pe r cen t 
during a  power supply changeover, when the  ligh t is  be ing 
opera ted  a t in tensitie s of 25 pe r cent or above . 

 Tak e-of f  and in i t ial  
cl im b phase 

That pa rt of the  fligh t from  the  sta rt of take-off to  300 m  (1 000 ft) 
above  the  e leva tion  of the  FATO, if the  fligh t is  p lanned  to  exceed  
th is he ight, or to  the  end  of the  clim b in  the  othe r cases. 

 Tak e-of f  al t ernat e 
aerodrom e 

An a lte rna te  ae rodrom e a t which  an  a ircra ft can  land  should  th is 
becom e necessa ry shortly a fte r take -off and  if it  is  not possib le  to  
use  the  ae rodrom e of departure   

 Tak e-of f  decision  point  
(TDP) 

The  poin t used  in  de te rm ining take-off pe rform ance  from  which , 
an  engine  fa ilure  having bee n  recogn ised  a t th is poin t, e ithe r a  
re jected  take-off m ay be  m ade  or a  take -off sa fe ly continued   

 Tak e-of f  dist ance 
avai lable (TODA) 

Iin  the  case  of ae roplanes m eans the  length  of the  take-off run  
ava ilab le  p lus the  length  of the  clea rway, if p rovided  

 Tak e-of f  dist ance 
avai lable (TODAH) 

In  the  case  of he licop te rs m eans the  length  of the  fina l approach  
and  take-off a rea  plus, if p rovided , the  length  of he licopte r 
clea rway decla red  ava ilab le  and  su itab le  for he licopte rs to  
com ple te  the  take-off  

 Tak e-of f  dist ance 
requi red (TODRH) 

Iin  the  case  of he licop te rs m eans the  horizonta l d istance  require d  
from  the  sta rt of the  take-off to  the  poin t a t which  take-off sa fe ty 
speed  (V TOSS ), a  se lected  he ight and  a  positive  clim b gradien t a re  
achieved , following fa ilure  of the  critica l engine  be ing recognise d  
a t the  TDP, the  rem ain ing e ngines opera ting with in  approve d  
opera ting lim its  

 Tak e-of f  f l igh t  pat h  The  vertica l and  horizonta l pa th , with  the  critica l e ngine  
inopera tive , from  a  specified  poin t in  the  take-off for ae roplanes 
to  1500 ft above  the  surface  and  for he licopte rs to  1000 ft above  
the  surface   
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 Tak e-of f  m ass The  m ass including everyth ing and  everyone  ca rried  a t the  
com m encem ent of the  take-off for he licopte rs and  take-off run  for 
ae roplanes  

 Tak e-of f  r unw ay A runway in te nded  for take -off on ly. 

 Tak e-of f  r un avai lable 
(TORA) 

The  length  of runway tha t is  decla red  ava ilab le  by the  Sta te  of the  
ae rodrom e and  su itab le  for the  ground run  of an ae roplane  taking 
off 

 Tak e-of f  sur f ace That pa rt of the  surface  of an  ae rodrom e which  the  ae rodrom e 
authority has decla re d  ava ilab le  for the  norm al ground  or wa te r 
run  of a ircra ft taking off in  a  pa rticu la r d irection . 

 Task  special ist  A crew m em ber in  com m ercia l a ir transport HEMS, HHO or NVIS 
opera tions othe r than  a  fligh t or cab in  crew m em ber, a ssigned  by 
the  opera tor to  dutie s in  the  a ircra ft or on  the  ground for the  
purpose  of a ssisting the  p ilot during HEMS, HHO or NVIS 
opera tions, which  m ay require  the  opera tion  of specia lised  on-
board  equipm ent. 

(Source: European Commission Regulation (EU) No. 379/2014 dated 24 April 
2014) 

 Target  level  of  safet y  
(TLS) 

A generic term representing the level of risk which is considered 
acceptable in particular circumstances. 

 Tax i ing Movement of an aircraft on the surface of an aerodrome under its 
own power, excluding take-off and landing. 
 
(a) Aircraft stand taxilane: A portion of an apron designated as a 

taxiway and intended to provide access to aircraft stands only. 
(b) Aircraft stand taxilane: A portion of an apron designated as a 

taxiway and intended to provide access to aircraft stands only. 
(c) Rapid exit taxiway: A taxiway connected to a runway at an acute 

angle and designed to allow landing aeroplanes to turn off at 
higher speeds than are achieved on other exit taxiways thereby 
minimizing runway occupancy times. 

 Tax i-rout e A defined path established for the movement of helicopters from 
one part of a heliport to another. A taxi-route includes a helicopter 
air or ground taxiway which is centered on the taxi-route. 
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 Tax iw ay A defined  pa th  on  a  land  ae rodrom e estab lished  for the  taxiing of 
a ircra ft and  in tended  to  provide  a  link be tween one  pa rt of the  
ae rodrom e and  another, includ ing: 

(a ) Aircra ft stand  taxilane . A portion  of an  apron  designa ted  as a  
taxiway and  in tended  to  provide  access to  a ircra ft stands only. 

(b) Apron taxiway. A portion  of a  taxiway system  loca ted  on  an  
apron  and  in tended  to  provide  a  th rough taxi rou te  across the  
apron . 

(c) Rapid  exit taxiway. A taxiway connected  to  a  runway a t an  acute  
angle  and  designe d  to  a llow landing ae rop lanes to  turn  off a t 
h igher spee ds than  a re  achieved  on  othe r e xit taxiways the reby 
m inim izing runway occupancy tim es. 

 Tax iw ay in t ersect ion  A junction  of two or m ore  taxiways. 

 Tax iw ay st r ip An a rea  includ ing a  taxiway in tende d  to  protect an  a ircra ft 
opera ting on  the  taxiway and  to  reduce  the  risk of dam age  to  a n  
a ircra ft accidenta lly running off the  taxiway. 

 Technical  cr ew  
m em ber  

A crew m em ber in  com m ercia l a ir transport HEMS, HHO or NVIS 
opera tions othe r than  a  fligh t or cab in  crew m em ber, a ssigned  by 
the  opera tor to  dutie s in  the  a ircra ft or on  the  ground for the  
purpose  of a ssisting the  p ilot during HEMS, HHO or NVIS 
opera tions, which  m ay require  the  opera tion  of specia lised  on-
board  equipm ent  

 Technical  inst ruct ions 
(TI) 

The  la test e ffective  ed ition  of the  ‘Technica l instructions for the  
sa fe  transport of dangerous goods by a ir’, including the  
supplem ent and  any addenda , approved  and  published  by the  
In te rna tiona l Civil Avia tion  Organisa tion  (ICAO). 

 Tem perat ure A physica l quantity characte rizing the  m ean random  m otion  of 
m olecules in  a  physica l body. In  othe r words, it  is  a  m easure  of the  
degree  of hotness or coldness of a  substance . 

 Term inal  ar r ival  
al t i t ude (TAA) 

The  lowest a ltitude  tha t will p rovide  a  m inim um  clea rance  of 300 
m  (1 000 ft) above  a ll ob jects loca ted  in  an a rc of a  circle  de fined  
by a  46 km  (25 NM) ra d ius centred  on  the  in itia l approach  fix (IAF), 
or where  the re  is  no  IAF on  the  in te rm ed ia te  approach  fix (IF), 
de lim ited  by stra ight lines join ing the  e xtrem ity of the  a rc to  the  IF. 
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The  com bined  TAAs associa ted  with  an  approach  procedure  sha ll 
account for an  a rea  of 360 degrees a round the  IF. 

 Term inal  con t rol  area A control a rea  norm ally estab lished  a t the  confluence  of ATS 
routes in  the  vicin ity of one  or m ore  m ajor ae rodrom es. 

 Ter rain  The  surface  of the  Earth  conta in ing na tura lly occurring fea tures 
such  as m ounta ins, h ills , ridges, va lle ys, bodies of wa te r, 
pe rm anent ice  and  snow, and  excluding obstacles. 
 
Note— In practical terms, depending on the method of data collection, 
terrain represents the continuous surface that exists at the bare Earth, 
the top of the canopy or something in-between, also known as “first 
reflective surface”. 

 Therm ograph  An instrument continuously recording temperature. 

 Therm om et er  An instrument for measuring temperature; in meteorology, 
generally used to measure the temperature of the air or the soil. 

 Threat  Events or errors that occur beyond the influence of an operational 
person, increase operational complexity and must be managed to 
maintain the margin of safety. 
 
Note — See Attachment E of ICAO Annex 13 — Aircraft Accident and 
Incident Investigation for a description of operational personnel. 

 Threat  m anagem ent  The process of detecting and responding to threats with 
countermeasures that reduce or eliminate the consequences of 
threats and mitigate the probability of errors or undesired states. 
 
Note.— See Attachment C to Chapter 3 of the ICAO Procedures for Air 
Navigation Services — Training (PANS-TRG, Doc 9868) and Circular 
314 — Threat and Error Management (TEM) in Air Traffic Control for a 
description of undesired states. 

 Threshold (runw ay) The beginning of that portion of the runway usable for landing. 

 Threshold t im e The range, expressed in t ime, established by the State of the 
Operator, to an en-route alternate aerodrome, whereby any time 
beyond requires an EDTO approval from the State of the Operator. 
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 Ti l t -r ot or  A powered-lift capable  of ve rtica l take -off, ve rtica l landing, and  
susta ined  low-speed  fligh t, which  depends principa lly on  engine -
driven  rotors m ounte d  on  tiltab le  nace lle s for the  lift  during these  
fligh t regim es and  on  non-rota ting ae rofoil(s) for lift  during h igh -
speed  fligh t. 

 Tot al  est im at ed 
elapsed t im e 

For IFR fligh ts, the  estim a ted  tim e  required  from  take-off to  a rrive  
over tha t designa ted  poin t, de fined  by re fe rence  to  naviga tion  
a ids, from  which  it is  in tended  tha t an instrum ent approach  
procedure  will be  com m enced, or, if no naviga tion  a id  is  associa ted  
with  the  destina tion  ae rodrom e, to  a rrive  over the  destina tion  
ae rodrom e. For VFR fligh ts, the  estim a ted  tim e  required  from  take-
off to  a rrive  over the  destina tion  ae rodrom e. 

 Tot al  ver t ical  er ror  
(TVE) 

The  vertica l ge om etric d iffe rence  be twee n the  actua l pressure  
a ltitude  flown by an  a ircra ft and  its a ssigned  pressure  a ltitude  
(fligh t leve l). 

 Touchdow n and l i f t -of f  
area (TLOF) 

A load  bearing a rea  on  which  a  he licopte r m ay touch  down or lift 
off. 

 Touchdow n Zone The  portion  of a  runway, beyond the  threshold , where  it  is  
in tended  landing ae roplanes first contact the  runway. 

 Tour ing M ot or  Gl ider  
(TM G) 

A specific class of powered  sa ilp lane  having an  in tegra lly m ounted , 
non-re tractab le  engine  and  a  non-re tractable  prope lle r. It  sha ll be  
capable  of taking off and  clim bing under its  own power accord ing 
to  its  fligh t m anua l 

 Traceabi l i t y  Ability to  trace  the  h is tory, applica tion  or loca tion  of tha t which  is  
under conside ra tion  (ISO 9000*). 
 
Note. When considering product, traceability can relate to: 
− the origin of materials and parts; 
− the processing history; and 
− the distribution and location of the product after delivery. 

 Track  The  projection  on  the  ea rth’s surface  of the  pa th  of an  a ircra ft, the  
d irection  of which  pa th  a t any poin t is  usua lly expressed  in  degree s 
from  North  (true , m agne tic or grid ). 

 Traf f ic avoidance 
adv ice 

Advice  provide d  by an  a ir tra ffic se rvices unit specifying 
m anoeuvres to  assist a  p ilot to  avoid  a  collision . 
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 Traf f ic in form at ion  Inform ation  issued  by an  a ir tra ffic se rvices unit to  a le rt a  p ilot to  
othe r known or obse rved  a ir tra ffic which  m ay be  in  proxim ity to  
the  position  or in tended  route  of fligh t and  to  he lp  the  p ilot avoid  
a  collision . 

 Traf f ic load The  tota l m ass of passengers, baggage , ca rgo and  ca rry-on  
specia list equipm ent, including any ba lla st 

 Transfer  of  cont rol  
poin t  

A defined  poin t loca ted  a long the  fligh t pa th  of an  a ircra ft, a t which  
the  responsib ility for provid ing a ir tra ffic control se rvice  to  the  
a ircra ft is  transfe rred  from  one  control un it or control position  to 
the  next. 

 Transfer r ing un i t  Air tra ffic control un it in  the  process of transfe rring the  
responsib ility for provid ing a ir tra ffic control se rvice  to  an  a ircraft 
to  the  next a ir tra ffic control un it a long the  route  of fligh t. 

 Transi t ion al t i t ude The  a ltitude  a t or be low which  the  ve rtica l position  of an  a ircraft is 
controlled  by re fe re nce  to  a ltitudes. 

 Tropause The  boundary layer be tween the  troposphere  and  stra tosphere , 
where  an  abrupt change  in  tem pera ture  lapse  ra te  usua lly occurs. 
It  is  de fined  as the  lowest leve l a t which  the  lapse  ra te  decreases 
to  2°C km -1 or le ss, provided  tha t the  average  lapse  ra te  be tween 
th is leve l and  a ll h ighe r leve ls with in  2 km  does not exceed  2°C km -
1. Occasiona lly, a  second tropopause  m ay be  found if the  lapse  
ra te  above  the  first tropopause  excee ds 3°C km -1. 

 Tropical  cyclone Generic te rm  for a  non-fronta l synoptic-sca le  cyclone  origina ting 
over trop ica l or sub-tropica l wa te rs with  organized  convection  and  
de fin ite  cyclonic surface  wind  circu la tion . 

 Tropical  Cyclone 
Adv isory  Cent re (TCAC) 

A m eteorologica l ce n tre  designa ted  by regiona l a ir naviga tion  
agreem ent to  provide  advisory inform ation  to  m eteorologica l 
wa tch  offices, world  a rea  forecast cen tres and  in te rna tiona l 
OPMET da tabanks regard ing the  position , forecast d irection  and  
speed  of m ovem ent, cen tra l p ressure  and  m axim um  surface  wind  
of trop ica l cyclones. 

 Troposphere Lower pa rt of the  a tm osphere , extending from  the  surface  up  to  a  
he ight va rying from  about 7 to  9 km  a t pola r regions to  
approxim ate ly 17 km  in  trop ics. The  troposphere  is  cha racte rized  
by decreasing tem pera ture  with  he ight, appreciab le  ve rtica l wind  
m otion , appreciab le  wa te r vapor conten t, and  wea the r. 
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 Trough In  m eteorology, an  e longa ted  a rea  of re la tive ly low a tm ospheric 
pressure ; the  opposite  of a  ridge . 

 Type Cer t i f icat e A docum ent issued  by a  Contracting Sta te  to  de fine  the  design  of 
an  a ircraft, engine  or prope lle r type  and  to  ce rtify tha t th is design  
m ee ts the  appropria te  a irworth iness requirem ents of tha t Sta te . 
 
Note : Appropria te   a irworth iness  requirem ents m eans the   
com prehensive  and   de ta iled   a irworth ine ss  codes  e stab lished ,  
adopted   or accepted   by  a   Contracting  Sta te   for  the   cla ss  of  
a ircra ft, engine  or prope lle r under conside ra tion . 

 Type design  The  se t of da ta  and  inform ation  necessa ry to  de fine  an  a ircra ft, 
engine  or prope lle r type  for the  purpose  of a irworth iness 
de te rm ina tion . 

 Type of  air craf t  A ca tegorisa tion  of a ircra ft requiring a  type  ra ting as de te rm ine d  
in  the  opera tiona l su itab ility da ta  e stab lished  in  accordance  with  
MCAR-21, and  which  include  a ll a ircra ft of the  sam e  basic design  
including a ll m odifica tions the re to except those  which  resu lt in  a  
change  in  handling or fligh t characte ristics 

 Ult im at e load The  lim it load  m ultip lied  by the  appropria te  factor of sa fe ty. 

 Ult ra long range 
operat ions (ULR) 

Long range  fligh ts having a  p lanned  fligh t dura tion  grea te r than  16 
hours or a  fligh t du ty pe riod  tha t exceeds 18 hours  

 Ult rav iolet  r adiat ion  Electrom agne tic rad ia tion  of shorte r wave length  than  visib le  
rad ia tion  but longe r than  x-rays; roughly, rad ia tion  in  the  
wave length  in te rva l from  10 to  4000 angstrom s. 

 Unaided NVIS f l igh t  In  the  case  of NVIS opera tions, tha t portion  of a  VFR fligh t 
pe rform ed a t n ight when a  crew m em ber is  not using NVG 

 Uncer t ain t y  phase A situa tion  where in  uncerta in ty exists a s to  the  sa fe ty of an  a ircraft 
and  its  occupants. 

 Under t ak ing Any na tura l or lega l pe rson , whe ther profit-m aking or not, or any 
officia l body whe ther having its  own persona lity or not 

 Unm anned f ree 
bal loon 

A non-power-driven , unm anned, ligh te r-than-a ir a ircra ft in  free  
fligh t. 
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Note: Unmanned free balloons are classified as heavy, medium or light 
in accordance with specifications contained in MCAR 2, Appendix 4. 

 Unit  load dev ice Any type  of fre ight conta ine r, a ircra ft conta ine r, a ircra ft pa lle t with  
a  ne t, or a ircraft pa lle t with  a  ne t over an  igloo. 

 UN num ber  The  four-d igit num be r assigned  by the  United  Na tions Com m ittee  
of Experts on  the  Transport of Dangerous Goods and  on  the  
Globa lly Harm onized  System  of Classifica tion  and  Labe lling of 
Chem ica ls to  identify an  a rticle  or substance  or a  pa rticu la r group 
of a rticle s or substances. 

 Unst able ai r  Air in  which  sta tic instab ility preva ils . This condition  is  de te rm ine d 
by the  ve rtica l grad ien ts of a ir tem pera ture  and  hum idity. 

 Upper  ai r  observat ion  An obse rva tion  m ade  in  the  free  a tm osphere  e ithe r d irectly or 
ind irectly 

 Upper  at m osphere The  genera l te rm  applied  to  the  a tm osphere  above  the  
m esopause . 

 Upper -air  char t  A m eteorologica l cha rt re la ting to  a  specifie d  upper-a ir surface  or 
laye r of the  a tm osphere . 

 Usabi l i t y  f act or  
(r unw ay) 

The  percentage  of tim e  during which  the  use  of a  runway or 
system  of runways is  not re stricted  because  of the  cross-wind  
com ponent. 

Note — Cross-wind component means the surface wind component at 
right angles to the runway centre line. 

 V1 The  m axim um  speed  in  the  take-off a t which  the  p ilot m ust take  
the  first action  to  stop  the  ae roplane  with in  the  acce le ra te -stop  
d istance . V1 a lso m eans the  m inim um  speed  in  the  take-off, 
following a  fa ilure  of the  critica l engine  a t VEF, a t which  the  p ilot can  
continue  the  take-off and  achieve  the  required  he ight above  the  
take- off surface  with in  the  take-off d istance   

 Val idat ion  Confirm ation , th rough the  provision  of ob je ctive  evidence , tha t the  
requirem ents for a  specific in tended  use  or applica tion  have  bee n  
fu lfilled  (ISO 9000*). 
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 Vect or ing Provision  of naviga tiona l gu idance  to  a ircra ft in  the  form  of specific 
headings, based  on  the  use  of an  ATS surve illance  system . 

 VEF The  speed  a t which  the  critica l engine  is  a ssum ed to  fa il during 
take-off  

 VTOSS The  m inim um  spee d  a t which  clim b sha ll be  achieve d  with  the  
critica l engine  inopera tive , the  rem ain ing engines opera ting with in  
approved  opera ting lim its. 

 Ver i f icat ion  Confirm ation , th rough the  provision  of ob jective  evidence , tha t 
specified  requirem en ts have  been  fu lfilled  (ISO 9000*). 
 
Note 1. The term “verified” is used to designate the corresponding 
status. 
Note 2. Confirmation can comprise activities such as: 

− performing alternative calculations; 
− comparing a new design specification with a similar proven design 

specification; 
− undertaking tests and demonstrations; and 
− reviewing documents prior to issue. 

 VFR The  sym bol used  to  designa te  the  visua l fligh t ru les. 

 VFR f l igh t  A fligh t conducted  in  accordance  with  the  visua l fligh t ru les. 

 Visibi l i t y  Visib ility for ae ronautica l purposes is  the  grea te r of: 
 
(a ) the  grea test d istance  a t which  a  b lack object of su itab le  

d im ensions, situa ted  nea r the  ground, can  be  seen  and  
recognized  whe n obse rved  aga inst a  bright background; 

(b) the  grea test d istance  a t which  ligh ts in  the  vicin ity of 1 000 
cande las can  be  seen  and  identified  aga inst an  unlit 
background. 

 
Note 1: The two distances have different values in air of a given 
extinction coefficient, and the latter b) varies with the background 
illumination. The former a) is represented by the meteorological 
optical range (MOR). 
 
Note 2: The definition applies to the observations of visibility in local 
routine and special reports, to the observations of prevailing and 
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minimum visibility reported in METAR and SPECI and to the 
observations of ground visibility. 

 Visual approach  An approach  when e ithe r pa rt or a ll of an  instrum ent approach  
procedure  is  not com ple ted  and  the  approach  is  executed  with  
visua l re fe rence  to  the  te rra in  

 Visual approach  
procedure 

A series of prede te rm ined  m anoeuvres by visua l re fe rence , from  
the  in itia l approach  fix, or where  applicable , from  the  beginn ing of 
a  de fined  a rriva l rou te  to  a  poin t from  which  a  landing can  be  
com ple ted  and  the rea fte r, if a  landing is  not com ple ted , a  go-
a round procedure  can  be  ca rried  out. 

 Visual l ine-of -sigh t  
(VLOS) operat ion  

An opera tion  in  which  the  rem ote  p ilot or RPA obse rver m ain ta ins 
d irect una ided  visua l contact with  the  rem ote ly p iloted  a ircra ft. 

 Visual m et eorological  
condi t ions (VM C) 

Meteorologica l conditions expressed  in  te rm s of visib ility, d istance  
from  cloud , and  ce iling, equa l to  or be tte r than  specified  m inim a . 
 
Note: The specified minima are contained in MCAR 2, Chapter 4. 

 Visual m et eorological  
condi t ions (VM C) 

Meteorologica l conditions expressed  in  te rm s of visib ility, d istance  
from  cloud , and  ce iling, equa l to  or be tte r than  specified  m inim a . 

 VM C The  sym bol used  to  designa te  visua l m e teorologica l cond itions. 

 Voice-aut om at ic 
t erm inal  in form at ion  
serv ice (Voice-ATIS) 

The  provision  of ATIS by m eans of continuous and  repe titive  voice  
broadcasts. 

 Volcanic Ash  Adv isory  
Cent re (VAAC) 

A m eteorologica l ce n tre  designa ted  by regiona l a ir naviga tion  
agreem ent to  provide  advisory inform ation  to  m eteorologica l 
wa tch  offices, a rea  control cen tres, fligh t in form ation  centres, 
world  a rea  forecast cen tres and  in te rna tiona l OPMET da tabanks 
regard ing the  la te ra l and  ve rtica l exten t and  forecast m ovem ent 
of volcanic ash  in  the  a tm osphere  following volcanic e ruptions. 

 VOLM ET Meteorologica l in form ation  for a ircra ft in  fligh t. 
 
Data Link-VOLMET (D- VOLMET). Provision of current aerodrome 
routine meteorological reports (METAR) and aerodrome special 
meteorological reports (SPECI), aerodrome forecasts (TAF), SIGMET, 
special air-reports not covered by a SIGMET and, where available, 
AIRMET via data link. 
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VOLMET Broadcast. Provision, as appropriate, of current METAR, 
SPECI, TAF and SIGMET by means of continuous and repetitive voice 
broadcasts. 

 VSO The  sta ll speed  or the  m inim um  steady fligh t speed  in  the  landing 
configura tion . 

 Warm  f ront  The  forward  edge  of an  advancing warm  a ir m ass tha t is  d isp lacing 
coole r a ir in  its  pa th . 

 Wat er  Vapor  Water substance  in  vapor (gaseous) form ; one  of the  m ost 
im portan t of a ll constituents of the  a tm osphere . 

 Waypoint  A specified  geographica l loca tion  used  to  de fine  an  a rea  naviga tion  
route  or the  fligh t pa th  of an  a ircra ft em ploying a rea  naviga tion . 
Waypoin ts a re  identified  as e ithe r: 
 
Fly-by waypoin t – A waypoin t which  requires tu rn  an ticipa tion  to  
a llow tangentia l in te rception  of the  next segm ent of a  rou te  or 
procedure , or 
 
Flyover waypoin t – A waypoin t a t which  a  turn  is  in itia ted  in  order 
to  join  the  ne xt segm ent of a  route  or procedure . 
 
19104 — Geograph ic inform ation  — Term inology 
19108 — Geograph ic inform ation  — Tem pora l schem a 

 Weat her  The  sta te  of the  a tm osphere , m a in ly with  respect to  its  e ffects 
upon life  and  hum an activitie s. As d istinguished  from  clim ate , 
wea the r consists of the  short-te rm  (m inutes to  about 15 days) 
va ria tions of the  a tm osphere  sta te . 

 Weat her -perm issible 
aerodrom e 

An adequa te  ae rodrom e where , for the  an ticipa ted  tim e  of use , 
wea the r reports, or forecasts, or any com bina tion  the reof, ind ica te  
tha t the  wea the r conditions will be  a t or above  the  require d  
ae rodrom e opera ting m inim a , and  the  runway surface  condition  
reports ind ica te  tha t a  sa fe  landing will be  possib le . 

(Source: European Commission Regulation (EU) No. 379/2014 dated 24 April 
2014) 

 Wet  lease agreem ent  An agreem ent be tween a ir ca rrie rs pursuant to  which  the  a ircraft 
is  opera ted  under the  AOC of the  le ssor;  
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 Wet  r unw ay  The  runway surface  is  covered  by any visib le  dam pness or wa te r 
up  to  and  including 3 m m  deep  with in  the  in tended  a rea  of use . 

 Window  of  Cir cadian 
Low  (WOCL) 

The  period  be tween  02:00 and  05:59 hours in  the  tim e  zone  to  
which  a  crew m em be r is  acclim atised  

 Wor ld Ar ea For ecast  
Cent re (WAFC) 

A m eteorologica l cen tre  designa ted  to  prepare  and  issue  
significant wea the r forecasts and  upper-a ir forecasts in  d igita l 
form  on  a  globa l basis d irect to Sta tes using the  ae ronautica l fixed  
se rvice  In te rne t based  se rvices. 

 Wor ld Ar ea For ecast  
Syst em  (WAFS) 

A worldwide  system  by which  world  a rea  forecast cen te rs provide  
ae ronautica l m e teorologica l e n-route  forecasts in  uniform  
standard ized  form ats. 
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