
 

 
 

 

Online auction of cultured groupers: Information to bidders 

(For Announcement Ref: (IUL)30-PMU1/30/2020/66) 

 

Preamble 

The Ministry of Fisheries, Marine Resources and Agriculture, represented by the Maldives 

Marine Research Institute (MMRI) is pleased to sell the first ever batch of cultured Brown-

Marbled Groupers (Epinephelus fuscoguttatus) produced to market size, at an online auction 

held at auction.mmri.gov.mv from August 16-19, 2020. The groupers were produced by seven 

household-level beneficiaries in Mahibadhoo Island, as part of a larger mariculture 

development effort under the World bank-funded Sustainable Fisheries Resources 

Development Project. This information sheet outlines the nature of the project, details of the 

cultured items and the terms and conditions of bidding in the auction.   

Background 

The Sustainable Fisheries Resources Development Project (SFRDP) is a five-year project, 

financed by the World Bank and implemented by the Ministry of Fisheries, Marine Resources 

and Agriculture of the Government of Maldives, to address key issues and challenges facing 

the development and implementation of sustainable utilization of the country’s marine 

resources. The overall development objective of the project is to enhance the government’s 

capacity to manage and govern the fisheries sector, to ensure sustainability of marine fisheries 

and to establish mariculture as an important source of inclusive growth of economy, income 

and jobs. 



 

As part of the mariculture development efforts through SFRDP, a pilot project is being 

implemented in Mahibadhoo, Omadhoo, Dhan’gethi and Dhigurah of South Ari Atoll, Maldives, 

to field-test the commercial grow-out of the Brown-Marbled Grouper (E. fuscoguttatus). A 

total of nineteen households were selected from the four target islands to grow the groupers 

to market sizes in sea cages. The beneficiaries were provided with sea cage systems, juvenile 

groupers and commercial aquaculture feed in addition to training the beneficiaries on good 

aquaculture practice and small business management. So far, the cages provided to seven 

households from Mahibadhoo and four from Omadhoo have been stocked. The present 

auction aims to sell groupers grown out by the 7 households in Mahibadhoo Island on their 

behalf.  

The cultured groupers 

One Thousand juveniles of the Brown-marbled Grouper (E. fuscoguttatus), with an average 

weight of 93.73g, were stocked in each of the seven cage systems deployed in Mahibadhoo 

Island in January 2020, under a tripartite agreement between the selected beneficiary 

households, Ministry of Fisheries, Marine Resources and Agriculture and the Secretariat of the 

ADh. Mahibadhoo Council. The beneficiary households were trained on Good Aquaculture 

Practices for grow-out production, and the feeds used during this process were standard 

aquaculture feeds used globally for the production of species like groupers and barramundi.  

A significant number of groupers stocked in Mahibadhoo cages have now reached market size 

of 400g or above. Table 1. Highlights details of groupers being cultured in Mahibadhoo cages, 

indicating the average sizes of animals in each cage system. Details of the total estimated 

numbers of groupers that have reached market size is outlined in Table 2. The number of 

market sized animals will be updated during the registration period and will appear on the 

auction page. The final numbers of groupers that have reached market size will be determined 

in the presence of the bid winner and the beneficiaries of Mahibadhoo cages.   

 

  



 

Table 1. Details of the groupers harvested in grow-out farms in Adh. Mahibadhoo as of July 13, 2020 

Minimum weight 
(grams) 

Maximum weight 
(grams) 

Average weight 
(grams) 

Qty Cage 

175 469 326 293 1A 
349 667 504 280 1B 
132 503 291 364 2A 
203 687 442 441 2B 
120 491 340 371 3A 
391 713 558 600 3B 
97 494 272 328 4A 

275 642 446 550 4B 
207 458 318 420 5A 
407 777 504 439 5B 
209 498 377 289 6A 
409 748 555 583 6B 
120 468 278 263 7A 
348 703 470 460 7B 

 

Table2. the number of Groupers that reached the market size, harvested in Adh. Mahibadhoo 

Total No. of Groupers in the Cages 5,681 

Total No. of cages with groupers that have an average weigh above 400g 7 

Total No. of groupers in the cages with that have an average weigh above 400g 3,353 

 

The Auction 

In order to bid in this auction, interested parties must be registered at auction.mmri.gov.mv 

between 01 00 hrs on Monday, August 11, 2020 and 2000 hrs on Friday, August 14, 2020. A 

valid business permit issued by relevant Maldivian Authorities is required to be eligible to bid 

in this auction. An email verifying registration to bid at the auction will be sent to the email 

address provided during registration.  

The auction for cultured groupers will be available from 0800 hrs on Sunday, August 16, 2020 

to 2000 hrs on Wednesday, August 19, 2020 hrs. The auction will start at MVR 100/- (One 

Hundred Maldivian Rufiyaa), with minimum and maximum bid increments of MVR 5/- (Five 

Maldivian Rufiyaa) and MVR 10/- (Ten Maldivian Rufiyaa), Respectively per grouper. The total 

amount payable to the beneficiaries will be the rate multiplied by the total number of groupers 

with a weight of 400g or above. The final amount will be determined by counting the number 

of groupers in the presence of the bid winner and the beneficiaries.  



 

Terms of Payment 

The bid winner shall complete payments to the beneficiaries within 3 (three) days of the 

auction closing date. In the event the bid winner fails to complete payments during the 

specified duration, the groupers will be sold to a party amongst the next three highest bidders 

who agrees to match the winning price at the auction. 

Further Information 

A video of the Groupers harvested in Adh. Mahibadhoo will be available from the auction page. 

For further information, please email sfrdp@fishagri.gov.mv prior to the registration deadline.  

 

01  August 2020 
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Annex 1: Details of the beneficiaries of the grouper grow-out pilot 

activity in Mahibadhoo Island, South Ari Atoll 

 

Name Address Cage No. No. of Groupers 

Ibrahim Nasir Naares/Adh. Mahibadhoo 
1A 293 

1B 280 

Hassan Javeez Janbumaage/Adh. Mahibadhoo 
2A 364 

2B 441 

Moosa Ramzee Palace/Adh. Mahibadhoo 
3A 371 

3B 600 

Ahmed Muneer Dhethandimaage/Adh. Mahibadhoo 
4A 328 

4B 550 

Mohamed Faiz Olhuveleege/Adh. Mahibadhoo 
5A 420 

5B 439 

Abdulla Naeem Palm Shade/Adh. Mahibadhoo 
6A 289 

6B 583 

Abdulla Areef Sanoaramaage/Adh. Mahibadhoo 
7A 263 

7B 460 

 


