
Greenhills Christian Fellowship
K n o w  C h r i s t  a n d  M a k e  H i m  K n o w n

Ruby corner Garnet Roads, Ortigas Center, Pasig City 1605
Tel 632 1354 to 56, 635 0082 to 83

www.gcf.org.ph
STUDENT’S GUIDE



Lesson 4

“Letter of Christ to the Church in Pergamum”
Revelation 2:12-17

WELCOME
A Time for Assembly: Introduction to congregate through    
ice breaker.
(about 10 minutes)

For Starting Communication: Aside from the Bible, what other 
books have greatly in�uenced you as a Christian?

WORSHIP 
A Time for Adoration: Inspiration to celebrate through the 
invocation, impartation of thanksgiving, invitation to worship 
and read the Scripture.
(about 25 minutes)

Suggested Songs : 

“Thy Word,” “We’ll Be Faithful”

Scripture Reading:  Rev. 2:12-17

WORD 
A Time for Admonition: Instruction to communicate one’s 
investigation of the story (content), interpretation based on 
the setting (context), and integration of the two for the 
spiritual truth (concept).
(about 50 minutes)

1. How does Christ introduce Himself and what does it signify 
(v. 12, cf. Hebrews 4:12)?

He has the sharp, double-edged sword (v. 12). The two-edged 
sword is a clear picture of the Word of God. As Hebrew 4:12 
states, “For the word of God is living and active, shaper than 
any double-edged sword...” Jesus comes to the believers in 
Pergamum with a word of God for them, that only through the 
Scriptures they can discern false teachings. The word of God 
must be the basis and foundation of their Christian walk.

2. For what does the Lord commend the church in Pergamum 
(v. 13)?

The church in Pergamum was commended for her works, 
holding fast to His name, and not denying her faith in Him 
even when Antipas was killed. The church in Pergamum 
experienced both trials and persecution. The church is 
surrounded by Satan worship (“I know where you live–where 
Satan has his throne,” v. 13a). There were other temples in 
Pergamum dedicated to emperor worship. But in spite of the 
trials and persecution that they faced there were some who 
stood �rm for their faith, who did not deny Christ as the Lord of 
their lives (Yet you remain true to my name. You did not 
renounce your faith in me,” v. 13b).

3. Why did Jesus confront the believers in the church? For 
what does the Lord condemn them (vv. 14-15)?

Since Jesus is the head of the church, He will not tolerate sin in 
every church. He knows exactly the sins His people are com-
mitting. In verse 14, there’s corruption in the church. The name 
Pergamum means married. Some people in the church are 
engaged to Christ and others to the sinfulness of this world.

The Lord condemns them for having those who hold the 
doctrine of Balaam and the Nicolaitans (vv. 14-15). Balaam 
was acquainted before with God. He speaks about God. But 
later on he was motivated by greed and was guilty of leading 
God’s people to moral impurity (Numbers 22-25). On the other 
hand, the Nicolaitans are a priestly class developed within the 
church (cf. Revelation 2:6, “You have hated the practices of the 
Nicolaitans which I also hate¬”). In this verse it became a 
doctrine and started with a leadership in the church and they 
elevated among themselves above everyone in church. The 
Nicolaitans want to confuse the church members by mixing 
their own ideas and belief with the Scripture. 

`
4. What instruction did Jesus give to His people as a result of 

sin in the church (v. 16)?

Jesus tells them to repent. In verse 16, He gave an emphasis on 
repentance (“repent therefore!”).  Otherwise, Jesus will come 
to them soon and �ght against them with the sword of His 

mouth. Jesus is talking to the believers in the church but His 
warning is addressed to the idolaters in church. The only key 
to forgiveness is repentance. Jesus tells them to repent and 
have a change of heart and mind that will result in change of 
direction and transformation (Romans 12:2).

5. What is the promise and God’s consolation for the believers 
who are able to stand �rm for their faith in spite of 
su�erings and persecutions (v. 17)?

a. God’s provision (hidden manna). As we look back from the 
Old Testament, God fed the Israelites in the wilderness. Jesus 
is telling the church that He is the source of every good 
thing. God is our Provider. He can give exactly what we need 
and sometimes He gives even more. Jesus will supply and 
give hidden manna to those who endure persecutions and 
stay pure in spite of temptations and trials we faced every 
day. In John 6:51, Jesus is the Bread of Life who provides 
both spiritual and even physical nourishment.

b. The privilege of a faithful servant. “I will also give white 
stone with a new name written to it. Known only to him who 
receives it” (v. 17b). White stones are given to victors at 
games. Such stones are also used by judges or jurors for 
acquittal. If you are a suspect of the crime and you were 
given white stones you are now free and not anymore guilty 
of sin. White stones with a new name are given to those who 
hold fast to Jesus’ name. We do not know if we will have new 
names in Heaven but we are certain that God will give a 
unique title for every believer as He reveals Himself in a very 
special and intimate way. 

6. What lesson can be learned from Christ’s letter to the 
church in Pergamum (vv. 12, 16)?

 
Because Jesus has a sharp, two-edged sword (v. 12), He can 
�ght against the unrepentant with the sword of His mouth 
(v. 16). 

WALK 
A Time for Accountability: Invitation to culminate in the 
implication of the Scripture (connect), implementation of a 
speci�c action (condúct), and intercession for the 
saints/seekers (concern).
(about 35 minutes)

1. How have some churches today been in�uenced away 
from sound doctrine and God’s Word? How have you 
experienced God’s Word work as a “two-edged sword” in 
your life or seen it evidenced in the life of others you know? 

2. If you �nd that God gives His words of a�rmation and 
consolation to every believer who is able to stand �rm for 
the name of Jesus, what will you do now as you journey 
with God to receive this words from Him and His 
consolation?

3. Knowing that God also confronts every believer who 
sinned against Him and commands to repent for all the sins 
that have been committed, how will you respond now? 

4. Since the Word of God (Bible), the double-edged sword is 
the only way to discern false teachings, what do you need 
to work out to have more time reading or hearing it?

5. How can the group pray for you? Share now your personal 
needs or concerns with your accountability and prayer 
partners which may include things that need to be changed 
and the speci�c action to be implemented in obedience to 
God’s Word. As you intercede for each other (“saints”), pray 
also for others outside the group who need to know Jesus 
(“seekers”). 
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