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Lesson 6

“Letter of Christ to the Church in Sardis ”
Revelation 3:1-6

WELCOME
A Time for Assembly: Introduction to congregate through    
ice breaker.
(about 10 minutes)

For Starting Communication: Why do you think the reputation 
of someone sometimes does not match the true character of the 
person?

WORSHIP 
A Time for Adoration: Inspiration to celebrate through the 
invocation, impartation of thanksgiving, invitation to worship 
and read the Scripture.
(about 25 minutes)

Suggested Songs : 

“Amazing Grace,” “And Can It Be,” “Take Time To Be Holy”

Scripture Reading:  Rev. 3:1-6.

WORD 
A Time for Admonition: Instruction to communicate one’s 
investigation of the story (content), interpretation based on 
the setting (context), and integration of the two for the 
spiritual truth (concept).
(about 50 minutes)

1. How does Jesus introduce Himself and what does it signify 
(v. 1, cf. 1:20)?

Jesus is the one who holds the seven spirits of God and the 
seven stars. The seven stars are the angels (messengers or 
pastors/elders) of the seven churches (cf. 1:20). The seven 
spirits of God may point to the comprehensive ministry of the 
Holy Spirit (the number seven in the Bible always points to 

completeness and perfection). They are held in Christ's right 
hand and under His power and authority they will speak to 
the churches on His behalf. The messengers of the churches 
belong to Him and they are accountable to Him for their 
actions as well as their inaction. The elders of the church in 
Sardis desperately need to be reminded of this because they 
had allowed the church to fall into spiritual decay.

2. What is the charge of Jesus against the church in Sardis and 
what does it mean (v. 1, cf. Ephesians 2:1-2; James 1:4)?

The church in Sardis has a reputation of being alive but is 
actually dead. She has made other people think she is a living 
church which is continually expanding and growing but Jesus 
knows better. Her claims are all false. All her deeds, works and 
projects are untrue and incomplete. Her deeds do not glorify 
God.

3. Enumerate the �ve commands that the church in Sardis has 
to follow in order to recover from her malady (vv. 2-3a; cf. 
Ephesians 5:14). What will be the consequence if she 
doesn’t obey (v. 3b)?

Wake up; strengthen what remains and is about to die; 
remember what you have received and heard; obey it; and 
repent. But if the church doesn’t wake up, Jesus will come like 
a thief and she will not know at what time the Lord will come 
to her. She will face the judgment of Christ.

4. Cite the given consolation to the church, its meaning and 
outcome (v. 4).

Some of the church members in Sardis “have not soiled their 
clothes” which means they have remained faithful and not 
‘soiled’ their clothes with pagan practices de�ling their 
relationship with God. As a result, they will walk with Jesus, 
dressed in white, for they are worthy.

5. What is the reward for the overcomer (v. 5; cf. Exodus 
32:32-33)?

The overcomer will be dressed in white. His name will never be 
blot out from the book of life. He will be acknowledged by 
Jesus before God the Father and His angels.

6. What lesson can be learned from Christ’s letter to the 
church in Sardis (vv. 1, 5)?

 
Because Jesus holds the seven-fold Spirit in His hands (v. 1), He 
can control the destiny of the faithful (v. 5). 

WALK 
A Time for Accountability: Invitation to culminate in the 
implication of the Scripture (connect), implementation of a 
speci�c action (condúct) and intercession for the 
saints/seekers (concern).
(about 35 minutes)

1. What causes a church today to have a reputation of being 
alive but is actually dead? Name some deeds that 
spiritually “spoil one’s garment”.

We can have a reputation of being alive but we are actually 
dead. Make sure that our garments are not spiritually ‘soiled’. 
Do not let yourself be spiritually ‘stained’ by compromising or 
conforming to the world. Remain insulated from the world, its 
customs and practices. We need to ask God to look into our 
hearts and see what needs to be done.

Some deeds that spiritually ‘spoil one’s garment’ are sin, 
disobedience, unfruitfulness, conforming to the world, etc.

2. What warnings do you see in this passage that speci�cally 
applies to you? What promises encourage you?

3. What would you plan to do to really become a better 
Christian, or even a better church member? How do you 
intend to go about it?

4. How can the group pray for you? Share now your personal 
needs or concerns with your accountability and prayer 
partners which may include things that need to be changed 
and the speci�c action to be implemented in obedience to 
God’s Word. As you intercede for each other (“saints”), pray 
also for others outside the group who need to know Jesus 
(“seekers”). 
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