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Lesson 7

“Letter of Christ to the Church in Philadelphia”
Revelation 3:7-13

WELCOME
A Time for Assembly: Introduction to congregate through    
ice breaker.
(about 10 minutes)

For Starting Communication: Have you ever been bullied? (This 
can either be in school or even in the workplace, by either your 
peers or even your boss.)

WORSHIP 
A Time for Adoration: Inspiration to celebrate through the 
invocation, impartation of thanksgiving, invitation to worship 
and read the Scripture.
(about 25 minutes)

Suggested Songs : 

“In Christ Alone,” “We’ll Be Faithful”

Scripture Reading:  Rev. 3:7-13.

WORD 
A Time for Admonition: Instruction to communicate one’s 
investigation of the story (content), interpretation based on 
the setting (context), and integration of the two for the 
spiritual truth (concept).
(about 50 minutes)

1. What is the description given to Christ in verse 7?

Christ is described as the one who is holy and true. Indeed, in 
all of mankind, Christ alone is holy (cf. Mark 1:24; John 
6:68-69). Christ is also the truth (cf. John 14:6). He speaks only 
the truth and there is no falsehood in Him. This is in contrast to 
the description of those who belong to the synagogue of 

Satan. He is also depicted as the One who holds the key of 
David (cf. Isaiah 22:22). It talks about Christ’s authority and 
power over who is given access to the kingdom of God. To 
those whom He opens the door, they gain access into the 
kingdom; while to those whom He shuts the door, they are 
denied access into the kingdom of God.

2. How are the people of the church in Philadelphia depicted 
in the letter (v. 8)?

They are depicted as people with little strength. And yet 
despite their lack of strength, they have remained true to 
Christ and have not denied His name. This hints at the 
believers in Philadelphia being tested or persecuted. From 
verse 9, we can surmise that the persecution is coming from 
those who are of the synagogue of Satan. We can also see 
from verse 10 that indeed they have been and were still being 
persecuted, since they were commanded to endure patiently. 
Because they did not deny Christ and kept His word, Christ has 
opened the door of the kingdom for them, and nobody can 
shut that door.

3. Who are the people being referred to in verse 9?

These people described as those belonging to the synagogue 
of Satan, who claim to be Jews but are not. They are most 
probably Judaizers (cf. Acts 15:1). These are Jews who believe 
they are God’s chosen people and yet do not consider Christ as 
the Messiah. They regard that the Christians are heretics and 
must be persecuted. Jesus calls them liars because of their 
belief and the actions that stem from that belief (cf. 1 John 
2:22-23). Christ promises the church that one day He will make 
these people bow down before them. This is reminiscent to the 
words written in Isaiah 60:14.

4. What promises does Christ give the church (vv. 10-11)?

Because the believers in Philadelphia patiently endured 
persecution, Christ promised that they will be spared from the 
hour of trial that is coming upon the whole world. This hour of 
trial most probably pertains to the great tribulation because it 
covers the entire world. There are di�erences in the 
interpretation on how the believers will be spared from the 
tribulation. Some believe that the believers will still be present 

here on earth but will be exempt from the e�ects of the 
tribulation. However it is our belief that the church will be 
raptured or taken out of the earth, so that we will be absent 
during the tribulation. Christ reminds the church that He is 
coming soon. He exhorts the church to continue to patiently 
endure, so that no one will take their crown. The crown here 
may be the same as the crown of life mentioned earlier in 2:10.

5. What will be given to the ones who persevere until the end 
(v. 12)?

Christ promises that those who overcome will be made a pillar 
in God’s temple, and they will permanently be there, never to 
be taken out. This is of huge signi�cance to the people of 
Philadelphia. Their area was prone to earthquakes. Usually 
after an earthquake, the things left standing are the pillars of 
the buildings, which are the strongest part of the building. 
This is an apt reward for those who have little strength. 
Secondly, Christ promises that He will write on them the name 
of God, the name of the new Jerusalem, and Christ’s new 
name. This can mean either that: a) the believer is now under 
the ownership of God and Christ, as well as citizens of the new 
Jerusalem; or b) the believer will be ascribed with the 
characteristics/qualities of God and of Christ. This is the same 
as how God names or renames people so that they conform to 
the meaning of their names.

6. What lesson can be learned from Christ’s letter to the 
church in Philadelphia (vv. 7-11)?

 
Because Jesus opens and closes doors without opposition        
(v. 7), He can protect and bring honor to the faithful, even 
though they are presently weak (vv. 8-11).

WALK 
A Time for Accountability: Invitation to culminate in the 
implication of the Scripture (connect), implementation of a 
speci�c action (condúct) and intercession for the 
saints/seekers (concern).
(about 35 minutes)

1. Thank God that we live in a country where there is religious 
freedom. There is no hostile persecution against Christians 
here compared to other countries. However, that doesn’t 
mean that we do not face persecution for the beliefs that 
we hold. How do we experience persecution in our present 
society and culture?

We can be persecuted when we do not conform to the rest of 
the world. For example, if your o�cemates have a habit of 
hitting the bar and getting themselves drunk on a weekly 
basis and you avoid joining them because of your beliefs, they 
may start making fun of you. If you work in sales and your 
peers are doing some ethically questionable practices in order 
to get more volume in their sales and you refuse to do those 
practices, you may end up having less sales than them and be 
seen as underperforming. You might face pressure or even 
harassment from your boss to do the same in order to boost 
the company’s sales �gures.

2. In light of the text, what is the attitude or point of view we 
can take towards the persecutions we face? How are we to 
act in relation to these persecutions?

Just like the Philadelphian church, we ought to hold onto 
God’s Word and continue to obey Him despite the di�culties 
we face in life. We need to patiently endure the hardships that 
come our way, just as Christ patiently endured the hardships 
that came His way also. Instead of focusing on the hardships 
in our lives right now, we can focus instead on the rewards 
Christ has in store for us, if we overcome. We know we can 
overcome, because God has given us His grace to overcome, 
so that, just like the Philadelphian church that has little 
strength, Christ’s power may be made manifest in us                      
(cf. 2 Corinthians 2:9-10).

3. How can the group pray for you? Share now your personal 
needs or concerns with your accountability and prayer 
partners which may include things that need to be changed 
and the speci�c action to be implemented in obedience to 
God’s Word. As you intercede for each other (“saints”), pray 
also for others outside the group who need to know Jesus 
(“seekers”). 
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