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Lesson 9

“The Heavenly Throne”
Revelation 4:1-11

WELCOME
A Time for Assembly: Introduction to congregate through    
ice breaker.
(about 10 minutes)

For Starting Communication: What is the most breath-taking 
sight you have ever seen in your life? Describe it.

WORSHIP 
A Time for Adoration: Inspiration to celebrate through the 
invocation, impartation of thanksgiving, invitation to worship 
and read the Scripture.
(about 25 minutes)

Suggested Songs : 

“Worthy Is the Lamb,” “I Can Only Imagine,” “Indescribable” 

Scripture Reading:  Rev. 4:1-11

WORD 
A Time for Admonition: Instruction to communicate one’s 
investigation of the story (content), interpretation based on 
the setting (context), and integration of the two for the 
spiritual truth (concept).
(about 50 minutes)

1. Who gave John a vision of heaven (v. 1, cf. Rev. 1:10)? Why 
(cf. Rev. 1:19, 22:6)?

The loud, trumpet-like voice is clearly Jesus’ (see Rev. 1:10-18). 
Jesus gave John a vision of heaven to show him “what must 
take place after this” or “what will take place later” (Rev. 1:19) 
or “the things that must soon take place” (Rev. 22:6). 

2. Describe what John saw in heaven in verses 2-6a? What do 
these verses reveal about God?

John saw before him a throne in heaven with someone sitting 
on it (v.2) who had the appearance of jasper and ruby (v.3a). A 
rainbow that shone like an emerald encircled the throne (v. 
3b). Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other thrones 
with twenty-four elders seated on them (v. 4a). They were 
dressed in white and had crowns of gold on their heads (v. 4b). 
Flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder 
emanated from the throne (v. 5a). Seven lamps were blazing 
in front of the throne which are the seven spirits of God or the 
seven-fold Spirit (the Holy Spirit) (v. 5b). Also in front of the 
throne was what looked like a crystal-clear sea of glass (v. 6a). 

These verses give us a glimpse of God’s indescribable majesty 
and unimaginable power. He is beautiful beyond description 
as implied by the precious gems and emerald-like rainbow 
that were used to describe His appearance. He is majestic and 
awesome in His splendor and glory.  Lightning and thunder 
are often used in the Old Testament to re�ect God’s power and 
majesty such as in Psalm 77:18 and Exodus 19:16. (NLT Life 
Application Study Bible, p. 2177) In Revelation, lightning and 
thunder usually accompany God’s righteous judgment              
(cf.  Rev. 8:5, 11:19, 16:18). 

3. Who is the one sitting on the throne? What does this mean?   

God the Father is seated on His heavenly throne which means 
that He is in full control of everything that has happened in 
the past, everything that is happening in the present, and 
everything that will happen in the future. He is sovereign and 
reigns on His glorious throne and rules over His creation.

4. Describe the four living creatures that John saw in the 
center, around the throne (vv. 6b-7)? What were they doing 
(vv. 8b-9)?

The four living creatures were covered with eyes, in front and 
in back. The �rst living creature was like a lion, the second was 
like an ox, the third had a face like a man and the fourth was 
like a �ying eagle. Each of the four living creatures had six 
wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under its 
wings. 

Much has been written about the precise meaning and 
interpretation of John’s vision of the four living creatures. 
These living creatures may be the same as the seraphims in 
Isaiah’s vision (cf. Isa. 6) or the cherubims in Ezekiel’s vision. 
(Ezek. 1:5-24; 10:1-22) In the Old Testament, the cherubim and 
seraphim are always pictured as the attendants of God, and 
the workers of His purposes and judgments. (cf. Gen. 3:2, 2 
Samuel 22:11; Psalm 18:10, Exodus 25:22, Psalm 80:1, Ezekiel 
1:22-28, Isaiah 6:2)  The appearance of the four living 
creatures in Revelation 4 implies the presence of some order of 
beings attending to God, who work His will and who manifest 
His glory. (The Pulpit Commentary) The lion is the mightiest 
among wild animals, the ox is the most magni�cent among 
domestic animals, the eagle is the mightiest among birds, and 
man is the mightiest among them all, being made in the 
image of God. The creatures seem to represent the entire 
created order covering the wild, the tame, the sky and 
mankind. (BSF Revelation Lesson 9 Notes, p. 4) 

Day and night, the four living creatures were continuously 
worshipping the Lord God Almighty and giving Him glory, 
honor and thanks.

5. What does it mean to give glory, honor and thanks to God? 
(cf. 1 Chronicles 29:11-13)

Giving glory, honor and thanks to God begins with a correct 
understanding of who God is. That is what the four living 
creatures were expressing as they worshipped God day and 
night saying: “‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty,’ who 
was, and is, and is to come.” This was referred to in v. 9 as 
“Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor and thanks 
to him who sits on the throne”.

The “Trisagion” or thrice holy reference to God means that 
God is holy to the highest possible degree. Lord God Almighty 
refers to God’s omnipotence and having absolute power over 
all. The phrase “who was, and is, and is to come” 
acknowledges God’s eternal nature and authority over time.

With a correct view of God, the proper response is to give Him 
glory, honor and thanks. Because He is the Creator, Ruler and 
Sustainer of all things, God deserves all the glory, honor and 
thanks. Everything we are and everything we have such as 

wealth, honor, even our salvation and future hopes, come 
from God. As such, our proper response is to humbly 
acknowledge and give back to Him all the glory, honor and 
thanks. King David’s prayer in 1 Chronicles 29:10-13 is a good 
example of how to give glory, honor and thanks to God: “ 
David praised the Lord in the presence of the whole assembly, 
saying, “Praise be to you, Lord, the God of our father Israel, 
from everlasting to everlasting. Yours, Lord, is the greatness 
and the power and the glory and the majesty and the 
splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, 
Lord, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. Wealth 
and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. In 
your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength 
to all. Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your 
glorious name.”

6. What were the twenty-four elders wearing (v. 4) and what 
do they symbolize (cf. Rev. 3:4-5, Rev. 19:7-8, 2 Tim. 4:7-8, 
James 1:12, 1 Peter 5:4)? What were they doing and saying 
(vv.10-11)? Why were they doing this?

The identity of the twenty-four elders is not given. One 
common view among many possible views is “they are the 
twelve patriarchs of Israel (the twelve sons of Jacob) and the 
twelve apostles of Jesus to which Revelation 21:12-14 seems 
to point to.” (BSF Revelation Lesson 9 Notes, p. 3). The 
twenty-four elders were dressed in white which symbolizes 
their purity and victory in Christ. (cf. Rev. 3:4, 5). Each one had 
a crown of gold on his head and also sat on a throne which 
suggests that they are ruling and reigning with the Lord Jesus 
Christ. All believers are promised pure white garments of 
righteousness and crowns of reward and glory in Christ. (cf. 
Rev. 19:7-8, 2 Tim. 4:7-8, James 1:12, 1 Peter 5:4; BSF 
Revelation Lesson 9 Notes, p. 3) 

Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor and thanks to 
God, they fall down before Him and worship Him. They lay 
their crowns before the throne and say: “You are worthy, our 
Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you 
created all things, and by your will they were created and have 
their being.” 

By falling down before the One who is seated on the throne, 
the twenty-four elders are showing their reverence to God. 
Bowing down before God is both an act of worship and 
submission. The elders fall down before God because they 
recognize that God is great and is worthy of their adoration 
and allegiance. 

By laying their crowns before the throne, the elders are 
acknowledging that God alone is the source of all good gifts 
(cf. James 1:17). Even their crowns which are their reward for 
faithfulness are only a result of God’s grace and power. In 
essence, they are o�ering back to God what He has blessed 
them with.

WALK 
A Time for Accountability: Invitation to culminate in the 
implication of the Scripture (connect), implementation of a 
speci�c action (condúct), and intercession for the saints/
seekers (concern).
(about 35 minutes)

1. How are you worshipping God and giving Him glory, honor 
and thanks? (cf. Romans 12:1-2; Colossians 3:16-17)

Some possible answers:
• By offering my body (my whole being) as a living sacrifice 

to God or using my body to do things that are holy and 
pleasing to God.  

Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s 
mercy, to o�er your bodies as a living sacri�ce, holy and 
pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. Do 
not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test 
and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and 
perfect will (Romans 12:1-2).

• By offering anything I do, no matter how mundane it may be, 
to God as my worship to Him.   

Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach 
and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, 
hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with 

gratitude in your hearts.  And whatever you do, whether in 
word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him (Colossians 3:16-17).

2. How does John’s vision of heaven change the way you view 
God and worship Him?  

Some possible answers:

Revelation chapter 4 teaches us how to worship God in a way 
that pleases Him.
• Worship should be based on truth, on who God is, as made 

known in His Word, the Bible.
• Worship should be God-centered, focused on Him who is 

enthroned in heaven.  
• Worship should be constant, with an attitude of gratitude, 

humility and submission to our perfectly holy, sovereign, 
majestic, all-powerful, eternal Creator, Ruler and Sustainer of 
all things 

3. What change/s must you make in the way you worship God 
so that He will be glori�ed and honored? 

4. How can the group pray for you? Share now your personal 
needs or concerns with your accountability and prayer 
partners which may include things that need to be changed 
and the speci�c action to be implemented in obedience to 
God’s Word. As you intercede for each other (“saints”), pray 
also for others outside the group who need to know Jesus 
(“seekers”). 

36 37

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________



Lesson 9

“The Heavenly Throne”
Revelation 4:1-11

WELCOME
A Time for Assembly: Introduction to congregate through    
ice breaker.
(about 10 minutes)

For Starting Communication: What is the most breath-taking 
sight you have ever seen in your life? Describe it.

WORSHIP 
A Time for Adoration: Inspiration to celebrate through the 
invocation, impartation of thanksgiving, invitation to worship 
and read the Scripture.
(about 25 minutes)

Suggested Songs : 

“Worthy Is the Lamb,” “I Can Only Imagine,” “Indescribable” 

Scripture Reading:  Rev. 4:1-11

WORD 
A Time for Admonition: Instruction to communicate one’s 
investigation of the story (content), interpretation based on 
the setting (context), and integration of the two for the 
spiritual truth (concept).
(about 50 minutes)

1. Who gave John a vision of heaven (v. 1, cf. Rev. 1:10)? Why 
(cf. Rev. 1:19, 22:6)?

The loud, trumpet-like voice is clearly Jesus’ (see Rev. 1:10-18). 
Jesus gave John a vision of heaven to show him “what must 
take place after this” or “what will take place later” (Rev. 1:19) 
or “the things that must soon take place” (Rev. 22:6). 

2. Describe what John saw in heaven in verses 2-6a? What do 
these verses reveal about God?

John saw before him a throne in heaven with someone sitting 
on it (v.2) who had the appearance of jasper and ruby (v.3a). A 
rainbow that shone like an emerald encircled the throne (v. 
3b). Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other thrones 
with twenty-four elders seated on them (v. 4a). They were 
dressed in white and had crowns of gold on their heads (v. 4b). 
Flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder 
emanated from the throne (v. 5a). Seven lamps were blazing 
in front of the throne which are the seven spirits of God or the 
seven-fold Spirit (the Holy Spirit) (v. 5b). Also in front of the 
throne was what looked like a crystal-clear sea of glass (v. 6a). 

These verses give us a glimpse of God’s indescribable majesty 
and unimaginable power. He is beautiful beyond description 
as implied by the precious gems and emerald-like rainbow 
that were used to describe His appearance. He is majestic and 
awesome in His splendor and glory.  Lightning and thunder 
are often used in the Old Testament to re�ect God’s power and 
majesty such as in Psalm 77:18 and Exodus 19:16. (NLT Life 
Application Study Bible, p. 2177) In Revelation, lightning and 
thunder usually accompany God’s righteous judgment              
(cf.  Rev. 8:5, 11:19, 16:18). 

3. Who is the one sitting on the throne? What does this mean?   

God the Father is seated on His heavenly throne which means 
that He is in full control of everything that has happened in 
the past, everything that is happening in the present, and 
everything that will happen in the future. He is sovereign and 
reigns on His glorious throne and rules over His creation.

4. Describe the four living creatures that John saw in the 
center, around the throne (vv. 6b-7)? What were they doing 
(vv. 8b-9)?

The four living creatures were covered with eyes, in front and 
in back. The �rst living creature was like a lion, the second was 
like an ox, the third had a face like a man and the fourth was 
like a �ying eagle. Each of the four living creatures had six 
wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under its 
wings. 

Much has been written about the precise meaning and 
interpretation of John’s vision of the four living creatures. 
These living creatures may be the same as the seraphims in 
Isaiah’s vision (cf. Isa. 6) or the cherubims in Ezekiel’s vision. 
(Ezek. 1:5-24; 10:1-22) In the Old Testament, the cherubim and 
seraphim are always pictured as the attendants of God, and 
the workers of His purposes and judgments. (cf. Gen. 3:2, 2 
Samuel 22:11; Psalm 18:10, Exodus 25:22, Psalm 80:1, Ezekiel 
1:22-28, Isaiah 6:2)  The appearance of the four living 
creatures in Revelation 4 implies the presence of some order of 
beings attending to God, who work His will and who manifest 
His glory. (The Pulpit Commentary) The lion is the mightiest 
among wild animals, the ox is the most magni�cent among 
domestic animals, the eagle is the mightiest among birds, and 
man is the mightiest among them all, being made in the 
image of God. The creatures seem to represent the entire 
created order covering the wild, the tame, the sky and 
mankind. (BSF Revelation Lesson 9 Notes, p. 4) 

Day and night, the four living creatures were continuously 
worshipping the Lord God Almighty and giving Him glory, 
honor and thanks.

5. What does it mean to give glory, honor and thanks to God? 
(cf. 1 Chronicles 29:11-13)

Giving glory, honor and thanks to God begins with a correct 
understanding of who God is. That is what the four living 
creatures were expressing as they worshipped God day and 
night saying: “‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty,’ who 
was, and is, and is to come.” This was referred to in v. 9 as 
“Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor and thanks 
to him who sits on the throne”.

The “Trisagion” or thrice holy reference to God means that 
God is holy to the highest possible degree. Lord God Almighty 
refers to God’s omnipotence and having absolute power over 
all. The phrase “who was, and is, and is to come” 
acknowledges God’s eternal nature and authority over time.

With a correct view of God, the proper response is to give Him 
glory, honor and thanks. Because He is the Creator, Ruler and 
Sustainer of all things, God deserves all the glory, honor and 
thanks. Everything we are and everything we have such as 

wealth, honor, even our salvation and future hopes, come 
from God. As such, our proper response is to humbly 
acknowledge and give back to Him all the glory, honor and 
thanks. King David’s prayer in 1 Chronicles 29:10-13 is a good 
example of how to give glory, honor and thanks to God: “ 
David praised the Lord in the presence of the whole assembly, 
saying, “Praise be to you, Lord, the God of our father Israel, 
from everlasting to everlasting. Yours, Lord, is the greatness 
and the power and the glory and the majesty and the 
splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, 
Lord, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. Wealth 
and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. In 
your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength 
to all. Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your 
glorious name.”

6. What were the twenty-four elders wearing (v. 4) and what 
do they symbolize (cf. Rev. 3:4-5, Rev. 19:7-8, 2 Tim. 4:7-8, 
James 1:12, 1 Peter 5:4)? What were they doing and saying 
(vv.10-11)? Why were they doing this?

The identity of the twenty-four elders is not given. One 
common view among many possible views is “they are the 
twelve patriarchs of Israel (the twelve sons of Jacob) and the 
twelve apostles of Jesus to which Revelation 21:12-14 seems 
to point to.” (BSF Revelation Lesson 9 Notes, p. 3). The 
twenty-four elders were dressed in white which symbolizes 
their purity and victory in Christ. (cf. Rev. 3:4, 5). Each one had 
a crown of gold on his head and also sat on a throne which 
suggests that they are ruling and reigning with the Lord Jesus 
Christ. All believers are promised pure white garments of 
righteousness and crowns of reward and glory in Christ. (cf. 
Rev. 19:7-8, 2 Tim. 4:7-8, James 1:12, 1 Peter 5:4; BSF 
Revelation Lesson 9 Notes, p. 3) 

Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor and thanks to 
God, they fall down before Him and worship Him. They lay 
their crowns before the throne and say: “You are worthy, our 
Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you 
created all things, and by your will they were created and have 
their being.” 

By falling down before the One who is seated on the throne, 
the twenty-four elders are showing their reverence to God. 
Bowing down before God is both an act of worship and 
submission. The elders fall down before God because they 
recognize that God is great and is worthy of their adoration 
and allegiance. 

By laying their crowns before the throne, the elders are 
acknowledging that God alone is the source of all good gifts 
(cf. James 1:17). Even their crowns which are their reward for 
faithfulness are only a result of God’s grace and power. In 
essence, they are o�ering back to God what He has blessed 
them with.

WALK 
A Time for Accountability: Invitation to culminate in the 
implication of the Scripture (connect), implementation of a 
speci�c action (condúct), and intercession for the saints/
seekers (concern).
(about 35 minutes)

1. How are you worshipping God and giving Him glory, honor 
and thanks? (cf. Romans 12:1-2; Colossians 3:16-17)

Some possible answers:
• By offering my body (my whole being) as a living sacrifice 

to God or using my body to do things that are holy and 
pleasing to God.  

Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s 
mercy, to o�er your bodies as a living sacri�ce, holy and 
pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. Do 
not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test 
and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and 
perfect will (Romans 12:1-2).

• By offering anything I do, no matter how mundane it may be, 
to God as my worship to Him.   

Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach 
and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, 
hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with 

gratitude in your hearts.  And whatever you do, whether in 
word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him (Colossians 3:16-17).

2. How does John’s vision of heaven change the way you view 
God and worship Him?  

Some possible answers:

Revelation chapter 4 teaches us how to worship God in a way 
that pleases Him.
• Worship should be based on truth, on who God is, as made 

known in His Word, the Bible.
• Worship should be God-centered, focused on Him who is 

enthroned in heaven.  
• Worship should be constant, with an attitude of gratitude, 

humility and submission to our perfectly holy, sovereign, 
majestic, all-powerful, eternal Creator, Ruler and Sustainer of 
all things 

3. What change/s must you make in the way you worship God 
so that He will be glori�ed and honored? 

4. How can the group pray for you? Share now your personal 
needs or concerns with your accountability and prayer 
partners which may include things that need to be changed 
and the speci�c action to be implemented in obedience to 
God’s Word. As you intercede for each other (“saints”), pray 
also for others outside the group who need to know Jesus 
(“seekers”). 
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For Starting Communication: What is the most breath-taking 
sight you have ever seen in your life? Describe it.

WORSHIP 
A Time for Adoration: Inspiration to celebrate through the 
invocation, impartation of thanksgiving, invitation to worship 
and read the Scripture.
(about 25 minutes)

Suggested Songs : 

“Worthy Is the Lamb,” “I Can Only Imagine,” “Indescribable” 

Scripture Reading:  Rev. 4:1-11

WORD 
A Time for Admonition: Instruction to communicate one’s 
investigation of the story (content), interpretation based on 
the setting (context), and integration of the two for the 
spiritual truth (concept).
(about 50 minutes)

1. Who gave John a vision of heaven (v. 1, cf. Rev. 1:10)? Why 
(cf. Rev. 1:19, 22:6)?

The loud, trumpet-like voice is clearly Jesus’ (see Rev. 1:10-18). 
Jesus gave John a vision of heaven to show him “what must 
take place after this” or “what will take place later” (Rev. 1:19) 
or “the things that must soon take place” (Rev. 22:6). 

2. Describe what John saw in heaven in verses 2-6a? What do 
these verses reveal about God?

John saw before him a throne in heaven with someone sitting 
on it (v.2) who had the appearance of jasper and ruby (v.3a). A 
rainbow that shone like an emerald encircled the throne (v. 
3b). Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other thrones 
with twenty-four elders seated on them (v. 4a). They were 
dressed in white and had crowns of gold on their heads (v. 4b). 
Flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder 
emanated from the throne (v. 5a). Seven lamps were blazing 
in front of the throne which are the seven spirits of God or the 
seven-fold Spirit (the Holy Spirit) (v. 5b). Also in front of the 
throne was what looked like a crystal-clear sea of glass (v. 6a). 

These verses give us a glimpse of God’s indescribable majesty 
and unimaginable power. He is beautiful beyond description 
as implied by the precious gems and emerald-like rainbow 
that were used to describe His appearance. He is majestic and 
awesome in His splendor and glory.  Lightning and thunder 
are often used in the Old Testament to re�ect God’s power and 
majesty such as in Psalm 77:18 and Exodus 19:16. (NLT Life 
Application Study Bible, p. 2177) In Revelation, lightning and 
thunder usually accompany God’s righteous judgment              
(cf.  Rev. 8:5, 11:19, 16:18). 

3. Who is the one sitting on the throne? What does this mean?   

God the Father is seated on His heavenly throne which means 
that He is in full control of everything that has happened in 
the past, everything that is happening in the present, and 
everything that will happen in the future. He is sovereign and 
reigns on His glorious throne and rules over His creation.

4. Describe the four living creatures that John saw in the 
center, around the throne (vv. 6b-7)? What were they doing 
(vv. 8b-9)?

The four living creatures were covered with eyes, in front and 
in back. The �rst living creature was like a lion, the second was 
like an ox, the third had a face like a man and the fourth was 
like a �ying eagle. Each of the four living creatures had six 
wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under its 
wings. 

Much has been written about the precise meaning and 
interpretation of John’s vision of the four living creatures. 
These living creatures may be the same as the seraphims in 
Isaiah’s vision (cf. Isa. 6) or the cherubims in Ezekiel’s vision. 
(Ezek. 1:5-24; 10:1-22) In the Old Testament, the cherubim and 
seraphim are always pictured as the attendants of God, and 
the workers of His purposes and judgments. (cf. Gen. 3:2, 2 
Samuel 22:11; Psalm 18:10, Exodus 25:22, Psalm 80:1, Ezekiel 
1:22-28, Isaiah 6:2)  The appearance of the four living 
creatures in Revelation 4 implies the presence of some order of 
beings attending to God, who work His will and who manifest 
His glory. (The Pulpit Commentary) The lion is the mightiest 
among wild animals, the ox is the most magni�cent among 
domestic animals, the eagle is the mightiest among birds, and 
man is the mightiest among them all, being made in the 
image of God. The creatures seem to represent the entire 
created order covering the wild, the tame, the sky and 
mankind. (BSF Revelation Lesson 9 Notes, p. 4) 

Day and night, the four living creatures were continuously 
worshipping the Lord God Almighty and giving Him glory, 
honor and thanks.

5. What does it mean to give glory, honor and thanks to God? 
(cf. 1 Chronicles 29:11-13)

Giving glory, honor and thanks to God begins with a correct 
understanding of who God is. That is what the four living 
creatures were expressing as they worshipped God day and 
night saying: “‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty,’ who 
was, and is, and is to come.” This was referred to in v. 9 as 
“Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor and thanks 
to him who sits on the throne”.

The “Trisagion” or thrice holy reference to God means that 
God is holy to the highest possible degree. Lord God Almighty 
refers to God’s omnipotence and having absolute power over 
all. The phrase “who was, and is, and is to come” 
acknowledges God’s eternal nature and authority over time.

With a correct view of God, the proper response is to give Him 
glory, honor and thanks. Because He is the Creator, Ruler and 
Sustainer of all things, God deserves all the glory, honor and 
thanks. Everything we are and everything we have such as 

wealth, honor, even our salvation and future hopes, come 
from God. As such, our proper response is to humbly 
acknowledge and give back to Him all the glory, honor and 
thanks. King David’s prayer in 1 Chronicles 29:10-13 is a good 
example of how to give glory, honor and thanks to God: “ 
David praised the Lord in the presence of the whole assembly, 
saying, “Praise be to you, Lord, the God of our father Israel, 
from everlasting to everlasting. Yours, Lord, is the greatness 
and the power and the glory and the majesty and the 
splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, 
Lord, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. Wealth 
and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. In 
your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength 
to all. Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your 
glorious name.”

6. What were the twenty-four elders wearing (v. 4) and what 
do they symbolize (cf. Rev. 3:4-5, Rev. 19:7-8, 2 Tim. 4:7-8, 
James 1:12, 1 Peter 5:4)? What were they doing and saying 
(vv.10-11)? Why were they doing this?

The identity of the twenty-four elders is not given. One 
common view among many possible views is “they are the 
twelve patriarchs of Israel (the twelve sons of Jacob) and the 
twelve apostles of Jesus to which Revelation 21:12-14 seems 
to point to.” (BSF Revelation Lesson 9 Notes, p. 3). The 
twenty-four elders were dressed in white which symbolizes 
their purity and victory in Christ. (cf. Rev. 3:4, 5). Each one had 
a crown of gold on his head and also sat on a throne which 
suggests that they are ruling and reigning with the Lord Jesus 
Christ. All believers are promised pure white garments of 
righteousness and crowns of reward and glory in Christ. (cf. 
Rev. 19:7-8, 2 Tim. 4:7-8, James 1:12, 1 Peter 5:4; BSF 
Revelation Lesson 9 Notes, p. 3) 

Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor and thanks to 
God, they fall down before Him and worship Him. They lay 
their crowns before the throne and say: “You are worthy, our 
Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you 
created all things, and by your will they were created and have 
their being.” 

By falling down before the One who is seated on the throne, 
the twenty-four elders are showing their reverence to God. 
Bowing down before God is both an act of worship and 
submission. The elders fall down before God because they 
recognize that God is great and is worthy of their adoration 
and allegiance. 

By laying their crowns before the throne, the elders are 
acknowledging that God alone is the source of all good gifts 
(cf. James 1:17). Even their crowns which are their reward for 
faithfulness are only a result of God’s grace and power. In 
essence, they are o�ering back to God what He has blessed 
them with.

WALK 
A Time for Accountability: Invitation to culminate in the 
implication of the Scripture (connect), implementation of a 
speci�c action (condúct), and intercession for the saints/
seekers (concern).
(about 35 minutes)

1. How are you worshipping God and giving Him glory, honor 
and thanks? (cf. Romans 12:1-2; Colossians 3:16-17)

Some possible answers:
• By offering my body (my whole being) as a living sacrifice 

to God or using my body to do things that are holy and 
pleasing to God.  

Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s 
mercy, to o�er your bodies as a living sacri�ce, holy and 
pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. Do 
not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test 
and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and 
perfect will (Romans 12:1-2).

• By offering anything I do, no matter how mundane it may be, 
to God as my worship to Him.   

Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach 
and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, 
hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with 

gratitude in your hearts.  And whatever you do, whether in 
word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him (Colossians 3:16-17).

2. How does John’s vision of heaven change the way you view 
God and worship Him?  

Some possible answers:

Revelation chapter 4 teaches us how to worship God in a way 
that pleases Him.
• Worship should be based on truth, on who God is, as made 

known in His Word, the Bible.
• Worship should be God-centered, focused on Him who is 

enthroned in heaven.  
• Worship should be constant, with an attitude of gratitude, 

humility and submission to our perfectly holy, sovereign, 
majestic, all-powerful, eternal Creator, Ruler and Sustainer of 
all things 

3. What change/s must you make in the way you worship God 
so that He will be glori�ed and honored? 

4. How can the group pray for you? Share now your personal 
needs or concerns with your accountability and prayer 
partners which may include things that need to be changed 
and the speci�c action to be implemented in obedience to 
God’s Word. As you intercede for each other (“saints”), pray 
also for others outside the group who need to know Jesus 
(“seekers”). 
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