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Lesson 10

“The Seven-sealed Scroll”
Revelation 5:1-14

WELCOME
A Time for Assembly: Introduction to congregate through    
ice breaker.
(about 10 minutes)

For Starting Communication: What would you say inspires and 
at the same time inhibits Christians to sing praise and worship? 
What do you think are characteristics of an inspired and excited 
worshipper? How do they �nd inspiration and excitement? 

(Transition: Christians either love to sing during praise and 
worship, or simply go through the motions of singing 
corporately in church because it is part of the program. Speaking 
of inspired and excited worship, our scripture in Revelation 5 
speaks of a worship celebration taking place in response of an 
amazing event unfolding right before their very eyes). 

WORSHIP 
A Time for Adoration: Inspiration to celebrate through the 
invocation, impartation of thanksgiving, invitation to worship 
and read the Scripture.
(about 25 minutes)

Suggested Songs : 

“Thou Art Worthy,” “Worthy is the Lamb,” “To Him Who Seats on 
the Throne”

Scripture Reading:  Rev. 5:1-14

WORD 
A Time for Admonition: Instruction to communicate one’s 
investigation of the story (content), interpretation based on 
the setting (context), and integration of the two for the 
spiritual truth (concept).
(about 50 minutes)

1. Who are the characters and what was the scenario and 
event taking place in the vision John was seeing (vv. 1-5)? 

There are three characters in the vision of John, and they are: 
1) God the father, the one holding the scroll; 2) the superior 
angel who summoned amongst all created beings who was 
worthy to open the seals of the scroll; 3) The elder among the 
24 elders who spoke to proclaim 4) Jesus Christ, the Lion of 
Judah and Root of David, as the only one who can open the 
seals of the scrolls. 

This event including chapter 4, is the backdrop and 
introduction to chapters 6-20, where in the throne room of 
heaven, the Lamb Jesus Christ, assumes the responsibility of 
initiating the great and �nal con�ict with evil, where he will be 
victorious and the devil in his defeat would be brought to the 
lake of �re (NIV Study Bible, p. 1971). 

The scenario taking place is that it seemed no one amongst 
the created creatures had the capacity and authority to 
receive and open the seals of the scroll from the Father, and it 
led the apostle John, being witness of this vision to weep and 
mourn loudly (v. 3). But encouragement soon ensues as he 
was approached by one of the elders, exclaiming to him that 
there is one who is able to open it: the conquering “Lion of the 
tribe of Judah, the root of David” (v. 5). 

2. What is the signi�cance and importance of the scroll?

The holder of the scroll, God the Father, is being described here 
as the ultimate sovereign God, the one true God who holds all 
history in the palm of His hands because of the scroll which 
contained all His purposes for mankind and the whole world. 
This scroll then as witnessed by John, would also be revealed 
to be the ensuing chapters 6-22 of the book of Revelation. The 
scroll, having seven seals also means that it prevents its full 
disclosure as well as the enactment of its contents (ESV Study 
Bible, p. 1835). 

During the apostle John’s time, people used a seal to keep the 
contents of a document secret, unchangeable, and free from 
tampering—until some authoritative person breaks the seal. 
In this case, no created being in heaven, on earth or under the 
earth was capable of opening the seals (v. 3). Traditionally, 
Roman law required that people seal their wills "seven" times 
because they were very important documents. The perfect 
number “seven” may also hint at the absolute inviolability of 
the scroll (cf. Isa 29:11; Da 12:4) (Constable Notes, p. 71). 

3. Who is the one able to open the seals scroll and why is he 
able to open it (vv. 5-7)? 

The interaction of the Father and the Son is the Trinity and 
their relationships with one another, and as described by 
Constable’s notes, “clearly this symbolizes a transfer of 
authority from the Father to the Son, who in turn would reveal 
the future and execute judgment (Rev. 1:1) (Constable Notes, 
p. 74). 

Jesus Christ then, the Lion of Judah and Root of Jesse is also 
depicted here as the promised Messiah, the son of God, the 
only one worthy and capable to receive and reveal the 
purposes as written in the scroll (Gen. 49:9; Isa. 11:1, 10; Jer. 
23:5; 33:15; Matt. 22:42-43; Rom. 15:12). 

Jesus Christ here then as described in various scripture 
references in both Old and New Testament as the Lion of 
Judah and the Root of David, the promised blessing for Jacob 
through Judah (Gen 49:8-12) and the messiah that would 
grow from the root of Jesse to restore his father David’s 
dynasty (Isa.11:1, 10; Mk. 12:35-37; Rev. 22:16). He not only is 
of David’s royal lineage (Rev. 22:16), but even the very source 
of David’s rule (Mk. 12:35-37) (ESV Study Bible, p. 1835). 

As the slain lamb, Jesus here is described as the one who 
“conquered” and “overcomes”, worthy to receive and open the 
scroll and its seals being the one and only son of God died on 
the cross as a worthy “lamb” sacri�ce (Isa. 53:4-7; Jn. 1:29; 1 
Pet. 1:19). He is symbolized as a lamb who had complete 
power as described by his seven horns (Ps. 18:2; Zech. 1:18-21), 
with seven eyes that represent the seven spirits who were 
angels that represented the seven churches (Rev. 1:4-6) further 
proving him being ruler and King over and under the earth 
(NIV Study Bible, p. 1972). 

The "lion" is a picture of strength and majesty, which 
symbolized how he is able to powerfully conquer, but this 
"little lamb" was meek and gentle, which symbolized his 
obedience to the will of the father. Christ combines both sets 
of characteristics. Thus, "The Lamb" is a symbol of Jesus Christ 
at His �rst advent, meek and submissive to a sacri�cial death 
as our Substitute (Isa. 53:7; John 1:36; 21:15). John is the only 
New Testament writer who described Jesus as the Lamb, 
though Peter came close in 1 Peter 1:19. John used this �gure 
of Jesus 29 times in Revelation. The Lion is a symbol of Him at 
His second advent, powerful and aggressively judging the 
world in righteousness (Ps. 2) (Constable Notes, p. 72). 

These are Jesus’ descriptors that only further prove Him as the 
son of God, as the powerful Lord, the promised Messiah, the 
Savior of all man who humbled Himself by dying a criminal’s 
death to the glory of God (Jn. 3:16; Phil 2:5-11) as one capable, 
one with authority to be able to open up the seals (ESV Study 
Bible, p. 1835). 

4. What is the ensuing response and reaction of all other 
living creatures witnessing what was taking place 
(vv. 8-14)? 

The four living creatures, the twenty-four elders “fell down” 
before the Lamb and worshipped (v. 8). They also held with 
them incense which symbolized the prayer of the saints, with 
a harp that is usually used for singing (Ps. 33:2) which they all 
had done in response of the lamb. Living creatures, the elders 
and the angels as well surrounded the throne, including every 
creature in heaven, on earth, under the earth and also in the 
sea, altogether sang and worshipped the Lamb (vv. 9-10, 12, 
13). They all exclaimed Jesus Christ, the Lion and the Lamb as 
“worthy” to open the scrolls, spurring them into a “new song”, 
which in the OT, is traditionally done celebrating an act of 
deliverance or blessing (Rev. 14:3, Ps. 33:3; 96:1; 144:9; Isa. 
42:10). They all sang and worshipped the Lamb, with the 
elders as well at close of the song, sang amen and fell down (v. 
14) (NIV Study Bible, p. 1972). 

5. Why did the created beings, the elders, angels sing and 
worship the Lamb? 

The response of worship only further signi�es the deity and 
honor bestowed upon the Lamb as the son of God, 
highlighting His deity, authority, power and rule over and 
amongst all other created beings in heaven and under heaven 
(v. 12). Here, He is ascribed and recognized as victorious 
because of His sacri�ce as the slain lamb, being the ransom for 
nations (v. 9, Rev. 7:9) and at the same time, recognizing how 
His victory also ushers in a “kingdom of priests”, to prove that 
although sin marred and damaged creation, He replaces a 
new heaven and earth (Rev. 21:1, 4) where Christ together 
with His saints would rule in righteousness as a kingdom of 
priests and would share as well in His victory over evil (2 Pet. 
3:13) (ESV Study Bible, p. 1835).  

6. What does this now mean for us as believers?  What are the 
lessons to be learned from the passage? 

In light of chapter 5, what we can learn in summary from 
Revelation 5 is to realize we need to: 
• Trust in Jesus and God’s Word because He proves Himself 

worthy and with authority over creation as the ful�lled 
promised Messiah. (vv. 1-7)

• Serve and commit to Jesus as Lord because He calls on His 
saints, people from every nation, tongue and tribe to reign 
with Him and for Him in His kingdom. (vv. 8, 10) 

• Lovingly honor and adore Jesus as Savior because He 
sacri�ced Himself by the shedding of His blood for all people 
and nations (vv. 9-10, 11-14).

WALK 
A Time for Accountability: Invitation to culminate in the 
implication of the Scripture (connect), implementation of a 
speci�c action (condúct), and intercession for the saints/
seekers (concern).  
(about 35 minutes)

1. What prevents you from being an inspired and joyful 
worshipper of Jesus? 

2. Are there areas of your life that cause you grief, despair, 
struggle hardship? What are the reasons why you have not 
given these up to Jesus? 

3. In what ways and concrete steps can you worship and serve 
Jesus in your daily life, family, church, o�ce/ school/ 
business, etc.? 

4. How can the group pray for you? Share now your personal 
needs or concerns with your accountability and prayer 
partners which may include things that need to be changed 
and the speci�c action to be implemented in obedience to 
God’s Word. As you intercede for each other (“saints”), pray 
also for others outside the group who need to know Jesus 
(“seekers”). 
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them incense which symbolized the prayer of the saints, with 
a harp that is usually used for singing (Ps. 33:2) which they all 
had done in response of the lamb. Living creatures, the elders 
and the angels as well surrounded the throne, including every 
creature in heaven, on earth, under the earth and also in the 
sea, altogether sang and worshipped the Lamb (vv. 9-10, 12, 
13). They all exclaimed Jesus Christ, the Lion and the Lamb as 
“worthy” to open the scrolls, spurring them into a “new song”, 
which in the OT, is traditionally done celebrating an act of 
deliverance or blessing (Rev. 14:3, Ps. 33:3; 96:1; 144:9; Isa. 
42:10). They all sang and worshipped the Lamb, with the 
elders as well at close of the song, sang amen and fell down (v. 
14) (NIV Study Bible, p. 1972). 

5. Why did the created beings, the elders, angels sing and 
worship the Lamb? 

The response of worship only further signi�es the deity and 
honor bestowed upon the Lamb as the son of God, 
highlighting His deity, authority, power and rule over and 
amongst all other created beings in heaven and under heaven 
(v. 12). Here, He is ascribed and recognized as victorious 
because of His sacri�ce as the slain lamb, being the ransom for 
nations (v. 9, Rev. 7:9) and at the same time, recognizing how 
His victory also ushers in a “kingdom of priests”, to prove that 
although sin marred and damaged creation, He replaces a 
new heaven and earth (Rev. 21:1, 4) where Christ together 
with His saints would rule in righteousness as a kingdom of 
priests and would share as well in His victory over evil (2 Pet. 
3:13) (ESV Study Bible, p. 1835).  

6. What does this now mean for us as believers?  What are the 
lessons to be learned from the passage? 

In light of chapter 5, what we can learn in summary from 
Revelation 5 is to realize we need to: 
• Trust in Jesus and God’s Word because He proves Himself 

worthy and with authority over creation as the ful�lled 
promised Messiah. (vv. 1-7)

• Serve and commit to Jesus as Lord because He calls on His 
saints, people from every nation, tongue and tribe to reign 
with Him and for Him in His kingdom. (vv. 8, 10) 

• Lovingly honor and adore Jesus as Savior because He 
sacri�ced Himself by the shedding of His blood for all people 
and nations (vv. 9-10, 11-14).

WALK 
A Time for Accountability: Invitation to culminate in the 
implication of the Scripture (connect), implementation of a 
speci�c action (condúct), and intercession for the saints/
seekers (concern).  
(about 35 minutes)

1. What prevents you from being an inspired and joyful 
worshipper of Jesus? 

2. Are there areas of your life that cause you grief, despair, 
struggle hardship? What are the reasons why you have not 
given these up to Jesus? 

3. In what ways and concrete steps can you worship and serve 
Jesus in your daily life, family, church, o�ce/ school/ 
business, etc.? 

4. How can the group pray for you? Share now your personal 
needs or concerns with your accountability and prayer 
partners which may include things that need to be changed 
and the speci�c action to be implemented in obedience to 
God’s Word. As you intercede for each other (“saints”), pray 
also for others outside the group who need to know Jesus 
(“seekers”). 
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