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Lesson 11

“The Six Seals”
Revelation 6:1-17

WELCOME
A Time for Assembly: Introduction to congregate through    
ice breaker.
(about 10 minutes)

For Starting Communication: What kind of experience or trial 
would you consider as worst that a�ects the spiritual, physical, 
mental and emotional aspects of a person?

WORSHIP 
A Time for Adoration: Inspiration to celebrate through the 
invocation, impartation of thanksgiving, invitation to worship 
and read the Scripture.
(about 25 minutes)

Suggested Songs : 

“Hallelujah to the Lamb,” “Worthy is the Lamb”  

Scripture Reading:  Rev. 6:1-17

WORD 
A Time for Admonition: Instruction to communicate one’s 
investigation of the story (content), interpretation based on 
the setting (context), and integration of the two for the 
spiritual truth (concept).
(about 50 minutes)

1. The �rst seal is broken (read verses 1 and 2).  First living  
creature calls out the �rst horseman.  Bow in hand, crown 
on his head, and commanded to conquer, who or what 
does this white horsed rider represent?

“There have been many suggestions concerning who or what 
this rider represents. These include a Roman emperor, the 
Parthian invasion of the Roman Empire, Messiah, and the 
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Antichrist. Others have taken him to represent the Word of 
God, a personi�cation of judgment, the victorious course of 
the gospel, warfare in general, triumphant militarism, or the 
personi�cation of ungodly movements. In the Olivet 
Discourse, Jesus predicted that a number of individuals will 
mislead many people (cf. Matt. 24:5, 24; Mark 13:6; Luke 21:8). 
This has led some interpreters to conclude that a 
personi�cation of ungodly activity is what the rider represents 
in this verse. The most probable view is that this is a prophecy 
of Antichrist, who will make a covenant with Israel, but only as 
a pretense for destroying the Jews (cf. Dan. 9:27; 1 Thess. 5:3)” 
(Constable, 2015).

*The Olivet Discourse is the name given to the orderly and 
extended teaching given by Jesus Christ on the Mount of 
Olives. His subject is the end times. This discourse is recorded in 
Matthew 24:1 – 25:46. Parallel passages are found in Mark 
13:1-37 and Luke 21:5-36. The record in Matthew is the most 
extensive, so reference here will be to Matthew's Gospel 
(http://www.gotquestions.org/Olivet-discourse.html). 

The Antichrist will come as a wolf in sheep’s clothing. 

2. The second seal is broken (read verses 3 and 4). Second living 
creature calls the second horseman to come out. Permitted 
to take peace from the earth, resulted in people killing each 
other, a great sword on hand, who or what does this bright 
red horsed rider represent? 

“The color of the "red horse" most likely symbolizes bloodshed 
and war. The rider of this horse "removes (takes) peace from 
the earth" and begins war ("granted . . . that men would slay 
one another"). If we observe the Olivet Discourse parallelism, 
the time when peace ends is probably before the middle of the 
Tribulation (cf. Matt. 24:6-7a; Mark 13:7-8a; Luke 21:9-10). This 
is, therefore, not a reference to the termination of peace with 
Israel that Antichrist will e�ect, which will signal the middle of 
the Tribulation and the beginning of the Great Tribulation (cf. 
Matt. 24:15). The "large sword" (Gr. machaira megale) 
represents authority to "slay" people. War on the earth will 
follow the manifestation of Antichrist. The warfare in view 
here seems to be part of what Ezekiel described in Ezekiel 38 
and 39 as the battle of Gog and Magog” (Constable, 2015).
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If wars today bring shivers up your spine, the wars that would 
happen in the tribulation will render your spine useless. 

3. The third seal is broken (verses 5 and 6). Third living 
creature calls the second horseman. A pair of scales on his 
hand, who or what does this black horsed rider represent? 
Factor in what the four living creatures said in verse 6. 

“A "black horse" followed, symbolizing the ravage of war, 
namely, famine. Antichrist, the cause of this famine, again 
seems to be the rider (cf. Matt. 24:7b). He carries "a pair of 
[balance] scales," which are a symbol of commerce, indicating 
his control of commodity prices. The "voice" in the "middle of 
the four living creatures" must belong to God or the Lamb, 
probably God the Father—since He is the ultimate source of all 
these judgments (cf. v. 11). The prices of both "wheat" (good 
food) and "barley" (cheap cattle food) will be very high. A 
quart of wheat will provide one meal, but it will cost a whole 
day's wages. In John's day, a denarius would purchase eight to 
16 times as much food as what he said it will purchase in the 
future. The poor would have little money left over for oil, for 
fuel and health needs, and for wine to drink (cf. Ezek. 4:16-17). 
"Do not harm" means, "Do not tamper with," re�ecting the 
strict control over prices that ungodly rulers under Antichrist's 
leadership will have at this time. The causes of the famine were 
not extremely severe, since they killed only the wheat and 
barley, but not the vines and olive trees (v. 6), whose roots go 
deeper. As the Tribulation grows worse, the rich as well as the 
poor will su�er, but at this early stage, the poor will su�er more 
than the rich” (Constable, 2015).

If you think our economy now is hopeless, the economy in the 
Tribulation would be suicidal. If the poverty now is disgusting, 
poverty then would be a heaping pile of rotting �esh. 

4. The fourth seal is broken (read verses 7 and 8). Fourth living 
creature calls out the fourth horseman. Given the authority 
to kill over a fourth of the earth, goes by the name “Death,” 
followed by Hades, who or what does this pale horse rider 
represent? 

“John next saw an "ashen (lit. 'pale green') horse," the color of a 
human corpse. Presumably Antichrist, the cause of the 
widespread death that follows, is the rider—since his name is 

"Death." "Hades," also known as the "Place of Departed Spirits," 
which claims unbelieving people's immaterial part at death, 
followed on his heels. Death claims the material part of the 
person, and Hades the immaterial part. Perhaps John saw 
Hades following Death like a man on foot following a 
mounted warrior, grimly gathering in his victims, or as a 
hearse following a horse.  God gave Death and Hades 
"authority" to take one-fourth of the world's population. This 
evidently is the total number that will die as a result of all the 
catastrophes predicted so far. These catastrophes are war 
("sword"), the resulting "famine," and disease ("pestilence"). 
Attacks by "wild animals (beasts)" will also contribute to the 
death rate (cf. Jer. 15:2-3; 24:10; 29:17-18; Ezek. 5:12, 17; 
14:21). Presently the world's population is over seven billion 
people. These initial calamities would reduce this total 
population number by one and a half billion people. It seems 
that nuclear war could play some role in this devastation, 
since so many people will die in these judgments” (Constable, 
2015).  

Take one fourth of the world’s population and kill them all. The 
four horsemen represent all the ways that death can come 
and which all result in death. 

5. The �fth seal is broken (read verses 9 to 11). Scene shifts to 
heaven. Who does John see and what do they represent?

“These people must be those who died after the Rapture, since 
all Christians living at the time of the Rapture will experience 
bodily resurrection, and go directly into Jesus Christ's presence 
at that time (1 Thess. 4:16-17). Consequently the people John 
described in this verse are evidently those who come to faith in 
Christ after the Rapture (cf. Matt. 24:9; Luke 21:12). They had 
become believers during the �rst half of the Tribulation, and 
then had su�ered martyrdom for their faith. John did not see 
their resurrected bodies, because God had not resurrected 
them yet. The resurrection of Tribulation saints will not occur 
until the end of that seven-year period (cf. 20:4)” (Constable, 
2015). 

God tells them to be patient. The deaths are to reach a certain 
quota before it will all be over.

6. The sixth seal is broken (read verses 12-17). Scene shifts 
back to the earth. Are these gory, mystical and frightening 
turn of events to be taken literally?

“Yes! This is because Christ said so. We should probably take 
them literally, however, for at least two reasons: First, Jesus 
used the same language in the Olivet Discourse and gave no 
indication that it was symbolic (cf. Matt. 24:7; Mark 13:8; Luke 
21:11). Second, a shaking of the nations follows in verses 
15-17.  The Tribulation will be a distinct judgment of God, 
unique from all other times of distress that the earth has ever 
experienced (Jer. 30:7). It will be worldwide and severe. 
Furthermore, everyone will not only know that it is a divine 
judgment, but they will act like it by seeking death in order to 
hide from God, not just to escape from these calamities. The 
judgments of the sixth seal appear to be a foreshadowing of 
the similar, but even greater judgments, that will come at the 
end of the Tribulation—just before Jesus Christ returns to the 
earth (cf. 16:17-21; Matt. 24:21)” (Constable, 2015).

The tribulation is a world-wide catastrophe, an undeniable 
event, and something that history has never seen. Some say 
that the tribulation has already begun. The mere fact that 
some people are still speculating shows that the tribulation 
has yet to come because once it occurs, it will be an 
undeniable worldwide catastrophic turn of events.

 WALK 
A Time for Accountability: Invitation to culminate in the 
implication of the Scripture (connect), implementation of a 
speci�c action (condúct), and intercession for the saints/
seekers (concern).
(about 35 minutes)

1. How can you compare our present-day troubles and trials 
with what will happen in the tribulation?

2. If the rapture will happen tomorrow, what are some of the 
things you would do before this day ends?

Friends, let us not be alarmed with not being able to buy that 
car, book that vacation trip, cop that new pair of shoes, that 
bigger o�ce space, the new house, the promotion, a new 
cellphone or all these temporal things. Be more concerned, 

alarmed even, of the eternal. Be alarmed about the souls of 
people you know and love, where will they be when the end 
happens? Startle more about the prayer life of our church than 
your worries of tomorrow. Let every face you stare at as you 
walk in the mall, in the streets, on TV and anywhere else 
remind you of the urgency. You are blessed to be saved from 
the tribulation. Will you share that blessing to others?

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and 
on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:18-20). 

3. How can the group pray for you? Share now your personal 
needs or concerns with your accountability and prayer 
partners which may include things that need to be changed 
and the speci�c action to be implemented in obedience to 
God’s Word. As you intercede for each other (“saints”), pray 
also for others outside the group who need to know Jesus 
(“seekers”). 
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the earth" and begins war ("granted . . . that men would slay 
one another"). If we observe the Olivet Discourse parallelism, 
the time when peace ends is probably before the middle of the 
Tribulation (cf. Matt. 24:6-7a; Mark 13:7-8a; Luke 21:9-10). This 
is, therefore, not a reference to the termination of peace with 
Israel that Antichrist will e�ect, which will signal the middle of 
the Tribulation and the beginning of the Great Tribulation (cf. 
Matt. 24:15). The "large sword" (Gr. machaira megale) 
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"Death." "Hades," also known as the "Place of Departed Spirits," 
which claims unbelieving people's immaterial part at death, 
followed on his heels. Death claims the material part of the 
person, and Hades the immaterial part. Perhaps John saw 
Hades following Death like a man on foot following a 
mounted warrior, grimly gathering in his victims, or as a 
hearse following a horse.  God gave Death and Hades 
"authority" to take one-fourth of the world's population. This 
evidently is the total number that will die as a result of all the 
catastrophes predicted so far. These catastrophes are war 
("sword"), the resulting "famine," and disease ("pestilence"). 
Attacks by "wild animals (beasts)" will also contribute to the 
death rate (cf. Jer. 15:2-3; 24:10; 29:17-18; Ezek. 5:12, 17; 
14:21). Presently the world's population is over seven billion 
people. These initial calamities would reduce this total 
population number by one and a half billion people. It seems 
that nuclear war could play some role in this devastation, 
since so many people will die in these judgments” (Constable, 
2015).  

Take one fourth of the world’s population and kill them all. The 
four horsemen represent all the ways that death can come 
and which all result in death. 

5. The �fth seal is broken (read verses 9 to 11). Scene shifts to 
heaven. Who does John see and what do they represent?

“These people must be those who died after the Rapture, since 
all Christians living at the time of the Rapture will experience 
bodily resurrection, and go directly into Jesus Christ's presence 
at that time (1 Thess. 4:16-17). Consequently the people John 
described in this verse are evidently those who come to faith in 
Christ after the Rapture (cf. Matt. 24:9; Luke 21:12). They had 
become believers during the �rst half of the Tribulation, and 
then had su�ered martyrdom for their faith. John did not see 
their resurrected bodies, because God had not resurrected 
them yet. The resurrection of Tribulation saints will not occur 
until the end of that seven-year period (cf. 20:4)” (Constable, 
2015). 

God tells them to be patient. The deaths are to reach a certain 
quota before it will all be over.
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6. The sixth seal is broken (read verses 12-17). Scene shifts 
back to the earth. Are these gory, mystical and frightening 
turn of events to be taken literally?

“Yes! This is because Christ said so. We should probably take 
them literally, however, for at least two reasons: First, Jesus 
used the same language in the Olivet Discourse and gave no 
indication that it was symbolic (cf. Matt. 24:7; Mark 13:8; Luke 
21:11). Second, a shaking of the nations follows in verses 
15-17.  The Tribulation will be a distinct judgment of God, 
unique from all other times of distress that the earth has ever 
experienced (Jer. 30:7). It will be worldwide and severe. 
Furthermore, everyone will not only know that it is a divine 
judgment, but they will act like it by seeking death in order to 
hide from God, not just to escape from these calamities. The 
judgments of the sixth seal appear to be a foreshadowing of 
the similar, but even greater judgments, that will come at the 
end of the Tribulation—just before Jesus Christ returns to the 
earth (cf. 16:17-21; Matt. 24:21)” (Constable, 2015).

The tribulation is a world-wide catastrophe, an undeniable 
event, and something that history has never seen. Some say 
that the tribulation has already begun. The mere fact that 
some people are still speculating shows that the tribulation 
has yet to come because once it occurs, it will be an 
undeniable worldwide catastrophic turn of events.

 WALK 
A Time for Accountability: Invitation to culminate in the 
implication of the Scripture (connect), implementation of a 
speci�c action (condúct), and intercession for the saints/
seekers (concern).
(about 35 minutes)

1. How can you compare our present-day troubles and trials 
with what will happen in the tribulation?

2. If the rapture will happen tomorrow, what are some of the 
things you would do before this day ends?

Friends, let us not be alarmed with not being able to buy that 
car, book that vacation trip, cop that new pair of shoes, that 
bigger o�ce space, the new house, the promotion, a new 
cellphone or all these temporal things. Be more concerned, 

alarmed even, of the eternal. Be alarmed about the souls of 
people you know and love, where will they be when the end 
happens? Startle more about the prayer life of our church than 
your worries of tomorrow. Let every face you stare at as you 
walk in the mall, in the streets, on TV and anywhere else 
remind you of the urgency. You are blessed to be saved from 
the tribulation. Will you share that blessing to others?

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and 
on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:18-20). 

3. How can the group pray for you? Share now your personal 
needs or concerns with your accountability and prayer 
partners which may include things that need to be changed 
and the speci�c action to be implemented in obedience to 
God’s Word. As you intercede for each other (“saints”), pray 
also for others outside the group who need to know Jesus 
(“seekers”). 
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Tribulation (cf. Matt. 24:6-7a; Mark 13:7-8a; Luke 21:9-10). This 
is, therefore, not a reference to the termination of peace with 
Israel that Antichrist will e�ect, which will signal the middle of 
the Tribulation and the beginning of the Great Tribulation (cf. 
Matt. 24:15). The "large sword" (Gr. machaira megale) 
represents authority to "slay" people. War on the earth will 
follow the manifestation of Antichrist. The warfare in view 
here seems to be part of what Ezekiel described in Ezekiel 38 
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future. The poor would have little money left over for oil, for 
fuel and health needs, and for wine to drink (cf. Ezek. 4:16-17). 
"Do not harm" means, "Do not tamper with," re�ecting the 
strict control over prices that ungodly rulers under Antichrist's 
leadership will have at this time. The causes of the famine were 
not extremely severe, since they killed only the wheat and 
barley, but not the vines and olive trees (v. 6), whose roots go 
deeper. As the Tribulation grows worse, the rich as well as the 
poor will su�er, but at this early stage, the poor will su�er more 
than the rich” (Constable, 2015).

If you think our economy now is hopeless, the economy in the 
Tribulation would be suicidal. If the poverty now is disgusting, 
poverty then would be a heaping pile of rotting �esh. 

4. The fourth seal is broken (read verses 7 and 8). Fourth living 
creature calls out the fourth horseman. Given the authority 
to kill over a fourth of the earth, goes by the name “Death,” 
followed by Hades, who or what does this pale horse rider 
represent? 

“John next saw an "ashen (lit. 'pale green') horse," the color of a 
human corpse. Presumably Antichrist, the cause of the 
widespread death that follows, is the rider—since his name is 

"Death." "Hades," also known as the "Place of Departed Spirits," 
which claims unbelieving people's immaterial part at death, 
followed on his heels. Death claims the material part of the 
person, and Hades the immaterial part. Perhaps John saw 
Hades following Death like a man on foot following a 
mounted warrior, grimly gathering in his victims, or as a 
hearse following a horse.  God gave Death and Hades 
"authority" to take one-fourth of the world's population. This 
evidently is the total number that will die as a result of all the 
catastrophes predicted so far. These catastrophes are war 
("sword"), the resulting "famine," and disease ("pestilence"). 
Attacks by "wild animals (beasts)" will also contribute to the 
death rate (cf. Jer. 15:2-3; 24:10; 29:17-18; Ezek. 5:12, 17; 
14:21). Presently the world's population is over seven billion 
people. These initial calamities would reduce this total 
population number by one and a half billion people. It seems 
that nuclear war could play some role in this devastation, 
since so many people will die in these judgments” (Constable, 
2015).  

Take one fourth of the world’s population and kill them all. The 
four horsemen represent all the ways that death can come 
and which all result in death. 

5. The �fth seal is broken (read verses 9 to 11). Scene shifts to 
heaven. Who does John see and what do they represent?

“These people must be those who died after the Rapture, since 
all Christians living at the time of the Rapture will experience 
bodily resurrection, and go directly into Jesus Christ's presence 
at that time (1 Thess. 4:16-17). Consequently the people John 
described in this verse are evidently those who come to faith in 
Christ after the Rapture (cf. Matt. 24:9; Luke 21:12). They had 
become believers during the �rst half of the Tribulation, and 
then had su�ered martyrdom for their faith. John did not see 
their resurrected bodies, because God had not resurrected 
them yet. The resurrection of Tribulation saints will not occur 
until the end of that seven-year period (cf. 20:4)” (Constable, 
2015). 

God tells them to be patient. The deaths are to reach a certain 
quota before it will all be over.

6. The sixth seal is broken (read verses 12-17). Scene shifts 
back to the earth. Are these gory, mystical and frightening 
turn of events to be taken literally?

“Yes! This is because Christ said so. We should probably take 
them literally, however, for at least two reasons: First, Jesus 
used the same language in the Olivet Discourse and gave no 
indication that it was symbolic (cf. Matt. 24:7; Mark 13:8; Luke 
21:11). Second, a shaking of the nations follows in verses 
15-17.  The Tribulation will be a distinct judgment of God, 
unique from all other times of distress that the earth has ever 
experienced (Jer. 30:7). It will be worldwide and severe. 
Furthermore, everyone will not only know that it is a divine 
judgment, but they will act like it by seeking death in order to 
hide from God, not just to escape from these calamities. The 
judgments of the sixth seal appear to be a foreshadowing of 
the similar, but even greater judgments, that will come at the 
end of the Tribulation—just before Jesus Christ returns to the 
earth (cf. 16:17-21; Matt. 24:21)” (Constable, 2015).

The tribulation is a world-wide catastrophe, an undeniable 
event, and something that history has never seen. Some say 
that the tribulation has already begun. The mere fact that 
some people are still speculating shows that the tribulation 
has yet to come because once it occurs, it will be an 
undeniable worldwide catastrophic turn of events.

 WALK 
A Time for Accountability: Invitation to culminate in the 
implication of the Scripture (connect), implementation of a 
speci�c action (condúct), and intercession for the saints/
seekers (concern).
(about 35 minutes)

1. How can you compare our present-day troubles and trials 
with what will happen in the tribulation?

2. If the rapture will happen tomorrow, what are some of the 
things you would do before this day ends?

Friends, let us not be alarmed with not being able to buy that 
car, book that vacation trip, cop that new pair of shoes, that 
bigger o�ce space, the new house, the promotion, a new 
cellphone or all these temporal things. Be more concerned, 
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alarmed even, of the eternal. Be alarmed about the souls of 
people you know and love, where will they be when the end 
happens? Startle more about the prayer life of our church than 
your worries of tomorrow. Let every face you stare at as you 
walk in the mall, in the streets, on TV and anywhere else 
remind you of the urgency. You are blessed to be saved from 
the tribulation. Will you share that blessing to others?

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and 
on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:18-20). 

3. How can the group pray for you? Share now your personal 
needs or concerns with your accountability and prayer 
partners which may include things that need to be changed 
and the speci�c action to be implemented in obedience to 
God’s Word. As you intercede for each other (“saints”), pray 
also for others outside the group who need to know Jesus 
(“seekers”). 
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