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Lesson 13

“Opening the Seventh Seal”
Revelation 8:1-13

WELCOME
A Time for Assembly: Introduction to congregate through    
ice breaker.
(about 10 minutes)

For Starting Communication: When calamity struck the 
Philippines in the form of typhoon Yolanda and Ondoy, how did 
you cope with the devastation and loss?

WORSHIP 
A Time for Adoration: Inspiration to celebrate through the 
invocation, impartation of thanksgiving, invitation to worship 
and read the Scripture.
(about 25 minutes)

Suggested Songs : 

“Because He Lives,” “I Cry Holy”

Scripture Reading:  Rev. 8:1-13

WORD 
A Time for Admonition: Instruction to communicate one’s 
investigation of the story (content), interpretation based on 
the setting (context), and integration of the two for the 
spiritual truth (concept).
(about 50 minutes)

1. When the Lamb opened the seventh seal, what happened 
(v. 1)?

There was silence in heaven for about half an hour. This is akin 
to the calm before the storm, when an apparent lull or time of 
quiet is the exact opposite of what is to follow.

2. What activities preceded the blowing of the seven 
trumpets (vv. 2-6)?

Seven angels are seen standing before God to whom seven 
trumpets are given.  Before they blow the trumpets, another 
angel with a golden censer comes and stands before the altar.  
To this angel is given much incense to o�er along with the 
prayers of the saints upon the golden altar before the throne.  
The smoke of the incense and the prayers of the saints ascend 
before God from the angel's hand.  Then the angel takes the 
censer, �lls it with �re from the altar, and threw it to the earth. 
Noises, thunderings, lightnings and an earthquake follow, 
and the seven angels with the seven trumpets prepare to 
sound.

3. How many trumpets out of the seven were blown in 
chapter 8 and what happened during each blowing of the 
trumpets (vv. 7-16)?
 
Four out of the seven trumpets are blown and after each 
blowing of the trumpet things happen to the the natural 
world. At the sound of the �rst trumpet hail and �re, mingled 
with blood, are thrown to earth; a third of the trees and all the 
green grass were burned up. This reproduces the seventh 
plague on Egypt (cf. Ex. 9:24).

At the sound of the second trumpet something like a great 
burning mountain is thrown into the sea, turning a third of it 
into blood; a third of the sea creatures died, and a third of the 
ships were destroyed. This signi�es a volcanic eruption, with 
the lava �owing everywhere and burning up everything in its 
path.

At the sound of the third trumpet a great burning star named 
Wormwood falls on a third of the rivers and springs of water; a 
third of the waters became wormwood (a bitter wood) and 
many men died from the bitter water. If Rev. 8:10 is understood 
literally, it may represent a great meteorite falling to earth.

At the sound of the fourth trumpet a third of the sun, moon, 
and stars are struck, so that a third of them were darkened; 
thus a third of the day and night did not shine. This resembles 
the ninth plague on Egypt (cf. Ex. 10:21–23).

1 2

4. What �ying creature announced a threefold woe and upon 
whom did it announce it (v. 13)?

Before the �nal three trumpets sound, an eagle, �ies through 
the midst of heaven with loud voice proclaiming a three-fold 
woe upon the inhabitants of the earth. To declare woe, not 
once, not twice, but three times signi�es the utter distress and 
turmoil that is still to come, since there are still three trumpets 
yet to be blown. 

WALK 
A Time for Accountability: Invitation to culminate in the 
implication of the Scripture (connect), implementation of a 
speci�c action (condúct), and intercession for the saints/
seekers (concern).
(about 35 minutes)

1. The Bible talks about the rapture that precedes the 
tribulation period. Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. Discuss 
what takes place during the rapturing of the church. 

• The Lord will descend from heaven.
• The dead in Christ will rise first.
• Those living will be caught together with them in the 

clouds to meet the Lord.

2. The Bible promises that the bride of Christ, who is the 
church, of which we, as believers, are a part of is not to 
experience wrath referring to the tribulation period. This 
essentially talks of our being raptured. Knowing this, what 
are we to do? Read 1 Thessalonians 5:5-11.

• We should be watchful and sober.
• We should put on the armor of God.
• We are to comfort and build up one another.

3. How can the group pray for you? Share now your personal 
needs or concerns with your accountability and prayer 
partners which may include things that need to be 
changed and the speci�c action to be implemented in 
obedience to God’s Word. As you intercede for each other 
(“saints”), pray also for others outside the group who need 
to know Jesus (“seekers”).
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Lesson 13

“Opening the Seventh Seal”
Revelation 8:1-13

WELCOME
A Time for Assembly: Introduction to congregate through    
ice breaker.
(about 10 minutes)

For Starting Communication: When calamity struck the 
Philippines in the form of typhoon Yolanda and Ondoy, how did 
you cope with the devastation and loss?

WORSHIP 
A Time for Adoration: Inspiration to celebrate through the 
invocation, impartation of thanksgiving, invitation to worship 
and read the Scripture.
(about 25 minutes)

Suggested Songs : 

“Because He Lives,” “I Cry Holy”

Scripture Reading:  Rev. 8:1-13

WORD 
A Time for Admonition: Instruction to communicate one’s 
investigation of the story (content), interpretation based on 
the setting (context), and integration of the two for the 
spiritual truth (concept).
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(v. 1)?

There was silence in heaven for about half an hour. This is akin 
to the calm before the storm, when an apparent lull or time of 
quiet is the exact opposite of what is to follow.

2. What activities preceded the blowing of the seven 
trumpets (vv. 2-6)?

Seven angels are seen standing before God to whom seven 
trumpets are given.  Before they blow the trumpets, another 
angel with a golden censer comes and stands before the altar.  
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green grass were burned up. This reproduces the seventh 
plague on Egypt (cf. Ex. 9:24).

At the sound of the second trumpet something like a great 
burning mountain is thrown into the sea, turning a third of it 
into blood; a third of the sea creatures died, and a third of the 
ships were destroyed. This signi�es a volcanic eruption, with 
the lava �owing everywhere and burning up everything in its 
path.

At the sound of the third trumpet a great burning star named 
Wormwood falls on a third of the rivers and springs of water; a 
third of the waters became wormwood (a bitter wood) and 
many men died from the bitter water. If Rev. 8:10 is understood 
literally, it may represent a great meteorite falling to earth.

At the sound of the fourth trumpet a third of the sun, moon, 
and stars are struck, so that a third of them were darkened; 
thus a third of the day and night did not shine. This resembles 
the ninth plague on Egypt (cf. Ex. 10:21–23).

4. What �ying creature announced a threefold woe and upon 
whom did it announce it (v. 13)?

Before the �nal three trumpets sound, an eagle, �ies through 
the midst of heaven with loud voice proclaiming a three-fold 
woe upon the inhabitants of the earth. To declare woe, not 
once, not twice, but three times signi�es the utter distress and 
turmoil that is still to come, since there are still three trumpets 
yet to be blown. 

WALK 
A Time for Accountability: Invitation to culminate in the 
implication of the Scripture (connect), implementation of a 
speci�c action (condúct), and intercession for the saints/
seekers (concern).
(about 35 minutes)

1. The Bible talks about the rapture that precedes the 
tribulation period. Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. Discuss 
what takes place during the rapturing of the church. 

• The Lord will descend from heaven.
• The dead in Christ will rise first.
• Those living will be caught together with them in the 

clouds to meet the Lord.

2. The Bible promises that the bride of Christ, who is the 
church, of which we, as believers, are a part of is not to 
experience wrath referring to the tribulation period. This 
essentially talks of our being raptured. Knowing this, what 
are we to do? Read 1 Thessalonians 5:5-11.

• We should be watchful and sober.
• We should put on the armor of God.
• We are to comfort and build up one another.

3. How can the group pray for you? Share now your personal 
needs or concerns with your accountability and prayer 
partners which may include things that need to be 
changed and the speci�c action to be implemented in 
obedience to God’s Word. As you intercede for each other 
(“saints”), pray also for others outside the group who need 
to know Jesus (“seekers”).
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Lesson 14

“The Fifth and Sixth Trumpets”
Revelation 9:1-21

WELCOME
A Time for Assembly: Introduction to congregate through    
ice breaker.
(about 10 minutes)

For Starting Communication: Share how you or someone you 
know have survived a near death experience or an accident. 

WORSHIP 
A Time for Adoration: Inspiration to celebrate through the 
invocation, impartation of thanksgiving, invitation to worship 
and read the Scripture.
(about 25 minutes)

Suggested Songs : 

“Above All,” “Because He Lives” 

Scripture Reading:  Rev. 9:1-21

WORD 
A Time for Admonition: Instruction to communicate one’s 
investigation of the story (content), interpretation based on 
the setting (context), and integration of the two for the 
spiritual truth (concept).
(about 50 minutes)

1. What were the locust-like creatures commanded to do 
(vv. 4-5)?

• “They were told not to harm the grass of the earth or any 
plant or tree, but only those people who did not have the seal 
of God on their foreheads.  They were not given power to kill 
them, but only to torture them for �ve months. And the 
agony they su�ered was like that of the sting of a scorpion 
when it strikes a man.”

• In other words, the locus-like creatures were sent to specifi-
cally torture and harm those who were not Christians.  Reve-
lation states how those who follow God will have a seal of 
God on their forehead.  While this may be metaphorical or 
literal, the point is that these creatures are not permitted to 
harm those who are true disciples of Christ.

2. Who is their king (v. 11)?

• It says the king of the locust-like creatures is the angel of 
the Abyss.

• The name Apollyon or Abaddon means The Destroyer. Des-
pite these creatures following another king, they are still 
under God’s sovereign will.  It is another reminder of God’s 
sovereignty and how this woe is more about how God is 
protecting His people while judgment is being delivered to 
those who have opposed God.

3. What was the purpose of the four angels (v.15)?

        They were kept for the purpose of wiping out a third of all 
mankind.

4. How many people died from the four angels (v. 18)?

One third of all people.

5. How will people respond to these plagues/woes 
 (vv. 20-21)?

Despite there being a very clear distinction during these woes 
between God’s people and those who oppose God, God’s 
enemies will still be unrepentant of their sins and not turn 
towards God.

6. Why does God allow disasters or oppression (v. 21)?

God still preserved a portion of people, giving them a chance 
to repent and turn to Him even with all the sin that they do.  
Yet, the people are the ones who still choose to reject God.

WALK 
A Time for Accountability: Invitation to culminate in the 
implication of the Scripture (connect), implementation of a 
speci�c action (condúct), and intercession for the saints/
seekers (concern).
(about 35 minutes)

1. What are the reasons you tend to still not draw to God 
even after a disaster?

2. How should realizing the supernatural/spiritual realm's 
existence a�ect the way you live your life?

a. You should realize that God is both protecting you and 
at the same time judging those who are living in sin.  A time 
of judgment will come to those who oppose God while a 
time of protection rests on those that are for God.  This 
means that every day that you live should be spent recog-
nizing God’s grace when judgment doesn’t fall on you 
whenever you sin and it also means you should thank God 
every moment for His protection from things that you don’t 
even see.

b. God’s protection and judgment should cause you to turn to 
Him and repent of your sins and thank Him for His grace.

3. How will you change the way you talk about hardship with 
others now that you know these things?

Recognize that God is in control and removing one’s focus 
from the negative things. Use words to point others towards 
God rather than use words to complain about life.

4. How can the group pray for you? Share now your personal 
needs or concerns with your accountability and prayer part-
ners which may include things that need to be changed and 
the speci�c action to be implemented in obedience to God’s 
Word. As you intercede for each other (“saints”), pray also for 
others outside the group who need to know Jesus (“seekers”). 
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