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Lesson 21
“The Seven Bowls of God’s Wrath”
Revelation 15:1-16:21

WELCOME
A Time for Assembly: Introduction to congregate through
ice breaker.
(about 10 minutes)
For Starting Communication: Let us say you were given
information or news that will have great significance and
impact on certain people (like a dam that is about to burst
threatening a few community and saving some), how would you
respond? Name a few things you might do and how you would
do them.
WORSHIP
A Time for Adoration: Inspiration to celebrate through the
invocation, impartation of thanksgiving, invitation to worship
and read the Scripture.
(about 25 minutes)
Suggested Songs :
“You Are God Alone,” “Everlasting God”
Scripture Reading: Rev. 15:1-16:21
WORD
A Time for Admonition: Instruction to communicate one’s
investigation of the story (content), interpretation based on
the setting (context), and integration of the two for the
spiritual truth (concept).
(about 50 minutes)

2. Describe the third sign in heaven that God showed John.
What is its significance? What can we learn about God in
this passage? (15:1-4)
_______________________________________________
John saw another great and marvelous sign in heaven. The
_______________________________________________
word “another” signifies the introduction of a scene; once
again in heaven. This is the third heavenly sign John saw in
_______________________________________________
Revelation. The first two recorded in chapter 12 involving the
_______________________________________________
Woman (representing Israel) and the Dragon (representing
Satan).
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
This heavenly sign is about the seven-bowl judgment or the
seven plagues. The word for plague literally means ‘a blow’ or
_______________________________________________
‘a wound’. The magnitude and extent of these blows would be
_______________________________________________
deadly and affects the whole world. They are the
last–implying that they come after the seal and the trumpet
_______________________________________________
judgments–and they are worst. The phrase ‘great and
_______________________________________________
marvelous’ describe the magnitude and extent of the last
seven plagues. They express the significance of this sign
_______________________________________________
regarding the final outpouring of God’s wrath on the earth
_______________________________________________
and unrepentant humankind, including the dragon and the
two beasts.
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
The third sign is the “sea of glass mixed with fire” (v. 2). One
interpretation says that this phrase most likely represents
_______________________________________________
judgment that is about to come on chaotic evil. Another view
_______________________________________________
is that the ‘fiery sea’ represents the persecution by the beast
during the Tribulation. The place of eternal punishment for
_______________________________________________
unbelievers is the ‘lake of fire.’ But one thing important to note
_______________________________________________
is that people standing on this sea were victorious over the
“the beast”, “his image” and “the number of his name.” These
_______________________________________________
appear to be the tribulation martyrs (6:91-11; 7:9-17; 12:11;
_______________________________________________
14:1-5, 13). These tribulation saints sang two songs: the song
from Egypt and the crossing of the Red sea by God’s chosen
_______________________________________________
nation. The song of Moses (Exodus 15) gives praise to God for
_______________________________________________
his faithfulness to and deliverance of the Israelites. The song
of the Lamb may refer to the one in 15:3-4.
_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________
Chapter 15 prepares the stage for the unveiling of God’s final
set of judgments, which are recorded in chapter 16. These are
_______________________________________________
referred to as the seven-bowl judgment or the last seven
_______________________________________________
plagues ending the Great Tribulation.

_______________________________________________
Part of the song tells of the ‘works’ and ‘ways’ of our Sovereign
God, which are just and true (v. 3). The second part of the song,
_______________________________________________
tells of the inevitable outcome of God’s judgment–that is all
_______________________________________________
nations will worship before Him (v. 4).
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
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1. Give an overview of Revelation 15 and 16.

God will avenge Himself and His people against Satan, the
_______________________________________________
two beasts and unrepentant humankind. This final
_______________________________________________
outpouring of His wrath is towards His cleansing work on the
earth, the world at the end of the tribulation period, ushering
_______________________________________________
in the second coming of Christ.
3. What can we learn about God as He prepares the agents of
judgment (15:5-8)?
_______________________________________________
“After this I looked” (v. 5) indicates a transition to another
vision. And here the agents of seven-bowl judgments are
_______________________________________________
prepared. John saw in heaven, the temple—that is, the
_______________________________________________
tabernacle of the covenant law–was opened. This is the Holy
of Holies, the inner sanctuary where God’s presence dwells.
_______________________________________________
Out of the temple came seven angels holding the seven
_______________________________________________
plagues. The way they were described expresses their purity
and holiness.
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
Then one of the four living creatures (cf. 4:6-8) gave each
angel a bowl filled with the wrath of God (the eternal one _______________________________________________
“who lives forever and ever”). Afterwards John saw the glory
_______________________________________________
and power of God filled the temple. And no one could enter
the temple until the angels completed the pouring out of the
_______________________________________________
seven plagues.
_______________________________________________
God is eternal and sovereign. This final set of judgment comes
_______________________________________________
from the holy of holies, the inner sanctuary where He dwells.
_______________________________________________
God is the Holy One who will ultimately bring all (Satan, the
two beasts, the world and unrepentant humankind) to final
_______________________________________________
judgment to usher in the end of the age in preparation of
_______________________________________________
Christ’s second coming.
4. Enumerate and describe the seven bowl judgments and
make observations (16:2-21).
_______________________________________________
Plague One (v. 2):
_______________________________________________
a. Bowl poured on the earth.
b. People had harmful and painful sores.
_______________________________________________
c. People who bore the mark of the beast and worshiped its
_______________________________________________
image affected.
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
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_______________________________________________
Plague Two (v. 3):
a. Bowl poured into the sea
_______________________________________________
b. Sea turned like the blood of a corpse.
_______________________________________________
c. Every living being in the sea died.
_______________________________________________
Plague Three (vv. 4-7):
_______________________________________________
a. Bowl poured into the rivers and springs.
b. These bodies of water turned into blood.
_______________________________________________
c. Angel confirmed these judgements are from the Holy, Just
_______________________________________________
God and explained why ‘blood’.
_______________________________________________
Plague Four (vv. 8-9):
_______________________________________________
a. Bowl poured on the sun.
b. Sun scorched people with fire.
_______________________________________________
c. People remained unrepentant and refused to give glory to
_______________________________________________
God. They even cursed Him.
_______________________________________________
Plague Five (vv. 10-11):
_______________________________________________
a. Bowl poured on the throne of the beast.
b. Its kingdom was plunged into darkness.
_______________________________________________
c. People ground their teeth in anguish and cursed God for
_______________________________________________
their pain and sores.
_______________________________________________
Plague Six (vv. 12-16):
_______________________________________________
a. Bowl poured on the great Euphrates River and it was dried
up to prepare for the kings from the East.
_______________________________________________
b. John saw 3 unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the
_______________________________________________
unholy trinity (dragon, beast, false prophet).
c.
These spirits performed signs to the kings of the whole world
_______________________________________________
to assemble them for battle of Armageddon at the great day
_______________________________________________
of God Almighty.
_______________________________________________
Plague Seven (vv. 17-21):
_______________________________________________
a. Bowl 7 poured into the air.
b. Loud voice from heaven declared “it is done” (finished)!
_______________________________________________
c. God’s fury was poured on the great city, other cities of the
_______________________________________________
nations, including Babylon through an unprecedented
earthquake and hailstones.
_______________________________________________
d. The people still cursed God because of the severity of the
_______________________________________________
plague.
5. Who is the main target of this final outpouring of God’s
wrath?
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_______________________________________________
The last seven plagues will specifically be for the beast, who
would try to prevent the divine purpose in the world, and all
_______________________________________________
those who have given their allegiance to him. The seven bowl
_______________________________________________
judgments are God’s reply to Satan’s last and greatest attempt
to stop God’s rule.
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
In 16:1, John “heard a loud voice from the temple,” evidently
God’s (cf. 15:8; 16:17). In Revelation, the shocking impact of
_______________________________________________
‘loud voices’ is heard 20 times. In chapter 16, the original word
_______________________________________________
translated ‘loud’ appears six times (usually translated ‘great’)
again emphasizing the magnitude of the judgments recorded
_______________________________________________
here. His loud voice is heard again after the seventh bowl is
_______________________________________________
poured out (16:17). 1
6. How does this compare to the seal and trumpet
judgments?
_______________________________________________
Notice in verse 1, God commands all seven angels to go and
pour out the seven bowls of God’s wrath on the earth. The
_______________________________________________
collective action of the angels seems to point out that the
_______________________________________________
deadly plagues will follow each other in rapid succession. The
magnitude of these supernatural acts of God will be
_______________________________________________
unprecedented. The seven deadly plagues will be unusual in
_______________________________________________
their severity and intensity. This is indicated by the frequent
use of the Greek word ‘megales’ in this chapter. 2 The ESV
_______________________________________________
translators rendered the word ‘loud’ in verses 1 and 17; ‘fierce’
_______________________________________________
in verse 9, ‘great’ (vv. 12, 14, 19 twice); ‘severe’ and ‘so great’
(v. 18); and ‘great’ and ‘so severe’ (v. 21).
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
Some commentators say that the bowl judgments are a
repeat of trumpet judgments. Yes, there are similarities, but
_______________________________________________
the differences make it difficult to come to that
_______________________________________________
understanding. John MacArthur points out that “the bowls
are universal, more intense than the previous judgments, and
_______________________________________________
are called ‘the last’ judgments (15:1), showing they do not go
_______________________________________________
back in time to repeat earlier plagues.”
_______________________________________________
It seems more likely that the bowls will constitute the seventh
_______________________________________________
trumpet, as the trumpets constituted the seventh seal. This
would make the bowls the last plagues to come on the earth
_______________________________________________
at the end of the Great Tribulation (15:1). 3
_______________________________________________
__________________________________
1Mac Arthur, “Because the Time is Near,” 249.
_______________________________________________
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7. What is the impact of the 6th bowl judgment? What is its
consequence (16:12-16)?
_______________________________________________
God dried up the Great Euphrates River to pave the way for the
_______________________________________________
kings in the East so they could march their armies toward west
without hindrance. This is not a blessing to these armies but a
_______________________________________________
trap. They will be joined by armies from all over the world for
_______________________________________________
the great day of the Almighty God, the battle in Armageddon.
Satan and his demons are the influences behind these
_______________________________________________
marching armies toward Palestine, perhaps to annihilate the
_______________________________________________
Jews. This brings us to the final bowl judgment where we see
how our faithful God delivers His chosen nation from all these
_______________________________________________
enemies as they are defeated and destroyed.
8. What did John witness as he saw the final bowl judgment?
What is its significance? (16:17-21)
_______________________________________________
The 7th and final bowl judgment has the greatest impact of all
_______________________________________________
as it affected “the air’. Air is what humans breathe. Again
John heard the “loud” voice from heaven. In the NLT it is
_______________________________________________
rendered as “a mighty shout coming from heaven.” It is most
_______________________________________________
likely God’s voice anew because it emanates from the very
throne in the heavenly temple (16:1). God announced that “it
_______________________________________________
is done” or “it is finished” (16:17). This reminds us of Jesus own
_______________________________________________
words at the cross as He made the final sacrifice to deliver us
from sin and death into new life, abundant and eternal. Here,
_______________________________________________
we have God saving His chosen people from their enemies
_______________________________________________
who are completely defeated. God, through supernatural
means, rearranges the topography of the earth to usher in His
_______________________________________________
second coming and millennial reign.
WALK
A Time for Accountability: Invitation to culminate in the
implication of the Scripture (connect), implementation of a
specific action (condúct), and intercession for the saints/seekers
(concern).
(about 35 minutes)
1. What encouragement can we draw from this passage? How
can the interlude (a be-attitude) in 16:15 help you as a true
follower of Christ in your journey in the here and now?

Constable, Dr. Constable Notes on Revelation, 165.

3Ibid.
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As true believers in Christ, we ought to always be prepared for
_______________________________________________
His coming again. It must define our present moment to
_______________________________________________
moment and day to day existence in this earthly life. We need
to be wise and make the most of every opportunity as we live
_______________________________________________
a lifestyle of worship unto our living, Almighty God. The fact
_______________________________________________
that He will ultimately triumph over all evil and bring final
deliverance to His people to enjoy Him forever provides hope
_______________________________________________
and wisdom for living in the here and now.
2. How can you make the truth from this passage relevant to
people who are yet unbelievers? Think of specific person/s
as you ask this question.
_______________________________________________
The person you have entrusted your life and future, is the
_______________________________________________
Creator of the universe and the final Judge at the end of the
age. He is the way, the truth and the life… (John 14:6). There
_______________________________________________
is no other way to discover life and deliverance and eternal
_______________________________________________
security but through Him. (Enable them to know how to
connect with God through prayer. So that in time they will be
_______________________________________________
able to embrace Him as Lord and Savior of their lives.)
3. How can the group pray for you? Share now your personal
needs or concerns with your accountability and prayer
partners which may include things that need to be changed
and the specific action to be implemented in obedience to
God’s Word. As you intercede for each other (“saints”), pray
also for others outside the group who need to know Jesus
(“seekers”).
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