
Today’s MESSAGE June 19, 2016

Solomon knew from experience what it was like to have a father who cared. When he was young, David 
had taken the time to instruct him in matters of wisdom and right living. Unfortunately, this is not 
happening in some Christian homes today. Fathers are typically seen as the main provider for the family’s 
needs and teaching children has been delegated almost entirely to the mother. But the book of Proverbs 
paints an entirely di�erent picture of Fathers: 
 
“…keep your father‘s commands...” (6:20)
“Listen to your father, who gave you life...” (23:22)
“A wise son heeds his father‘s instruction…” (13:1)
“Hear, my son, your father’s instruction,…” (1:8)
 
Fathers, this is for you.  We are expected to teach! All of life is an education and we must take the lead in 
teaching our children. If you don’t, somebody else will!
 
FATHERS MUST TEACH (V. 1). “Listen, my sons to a father’s instruction; pay attention…”
 

• Children must “pay attention” (to hear and heed or obey) in order "to gain insight" (wisdom). Cf. 
James 1:22  

• Some children do not listen.  And when they do, they do not listen to obey but they listen to reply. 
 

FATHERS MUST KEEP THIS TRADITION. (V.3)
 

•  “He taught me and said to me,…” (v.4). Solomon is passing on something he learned from his 
father, David.

 
What tradition do you have in your families that ensure sound teaching is passed on to your children?
 
• Moses was commanded by God to teach so that “you, your children and their children after them 

may fear the Lord your God as long as you live”  (Deut. 6:7-9).
 
FATHERS MUST INVEST TIME
  

• Proverbs chapters 1-7 is a father’s instruction to his son. This was not a one-day thing but a 
constant conversation between a father and his son. David was a busy man yet he apparently 
invested a lot of time in instructing Solomon. How much time are we investing in our children?

 
WHO DO YOU TEACH?  Your Son/Children
  
WHY DO YOU TEACH? 
 

• Because “my teaching is sound” (v.1). Only good things are worth passing on to our children
o The Word of God experienced in your life makes good, sound teaching. It is something that will 

direct your son toward a life lived with wisdom.  
o The soundest advice we could give to our children? Have faith and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ 

as your only Savior and Lord. This advice ensures our children’s eternal destiny is secured in Jesus.
• It is commanded by God (Ps. 78:5–8). “He commanded our fathers to teach to their children…”
• That (your children) may gain understanding (v. 1)
• That (your children) may “Keep my commandments and live” (v. 4, 10). Obeying our parents is the 

�rst commandment that has a promise (Eph. 6:1; Ex.2:12)
 

Fathers, Teach!
Proverbs 4:1-19



WHEN DO YOU TEACH?
 

• "When I was a son with my father, tender,…" (v. 3) 
• Start when they’re young.  David began teaching Solomon when he was “tender” (character is 

pliable, moldable, and vulnerable to negative in�uences).  
 
• Solomon chose well! (I Kings 2:1-9)  Because his father, David, encouraged him to seek wisdom when 

he was young  
 
WHAT DO YOU TEACH?
 

• Get wisdom! (v. 5) This is reinforced in v. 7:  "The beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom, and 
whatever you get, get insight."
o Once you get it, don’t let go! Prize or value her (wisdom)

It will exalt and Honor you; place on your head a garland of grace and present you with a crown of 
beauty. 

• Guard Wisdom!
 

Do not follow the wicked (v. 14). 
Avoid it and Stay away! (v. 15)

 
It takes resolve or determination to get and guard wisdom.  It is not a once-in-a-lifetime step but a daily 
process of choosing between the wicked (4:14-17,19) and the righteous (4:18).
 
HOW HOW DO YOU TEACH?  
 
Through your Word and Walk. 
“I have directed you…I have led you in upright paths” (v. 11)
 
Children will follow you and they will learn more from what you do than from what you say.
 
CONCLUSION:
 
“For they are life to those who �nd them and health to all their body.” (v. 22)
 
God’s Word is our reference in instilling within our children wisdom and a strong moral foundation. 
Fathers, your life is a living demonstration of how God’s Word is applied to the situations and struggles 
your children will face in life.
 
We are much more than just life coaches - we are lovers of our kids. Each of our children needs to feel that 
they are loved like an only child - precious in their eyes (4:3).
 
Fathers, teach! A father's job well done is a child's life well lived.


