
GROWTH GROUP GUIDE 

Growth Group Over-all Purpose: A Growth Group is GCF’s 
MAIN DISCIPLESHIP venue in helping individuals GROW into 
maturing and multiplying disciples of Jesus Christ within the 
relational context of small groups where the four main parts 
(Welcome, Worship, Word, and Walk) of a Growth Group Meeting 
are carried out.

MAIN PARTS OF A GROWTH GROUP MEETING

       WELCOME
A Time for Assembly: Introduction to congregate   
through ice breaker.
(about 10 minutes)

Meeting once a week is not a guarantee that your Growth 
Group members will blend well with each other during 
the GG meeting. Thus, it will be important to employ ice 
breakers–simple warm-up exercises or relationship-build-
ing activities–to help them congregate and relate signi�-
cantly with one another and appreciate the GG meeting. 

• Congregation

For Starting Communication: When the Growth Group has 
been meeting for some time and you feel they are ready to 
talk about their personal opinions or feelings, this type of ice 
breaker will prove to be of big help. 

WORSHIP 
A Time for Adoration: Inspiration to celebrate through 
invocation, impartation of thanksgiving, invitation to    
worship and read the Scripture.
(about 25 minutes)

The purpose of this part of the meeting is to celebrate and 
connect us to God and worship. Besides singing, this may 
include sharing of praise items, prayer concerns or Scrip-
ture reading. The important thing is that you recognize 
and welcome the presence of Christ among you. 
Although this part of a GG meeting is usually simple and 
short, it is extremely important. If you are not looking to 
Christ, sharing and ministry in the group will be very       
limited.

• Celebration

 WORD 
A Time for Admonition: Instruction to communicate one’s 
investigation of the story, interpretation based on the 
setting, and integration of the two for the spiritual truth.
(about 50 minutes)

The goal of this segment is to appeal to the senses and 
mind of the GG members by discussing Bible Study Guide 
Questions leading to the following: content, context, and 
concept.

• Communication

1. Content (investigation of the story)

What do I see?1 

This is the text itself. The longer you spend time on the 
Investigation stage, the better you can determine the 
content of the text. Write as many observations as you can 
make. Ask the 5 W’s (What, Who, When, Where, Why) and   
1 H (How) to your passage. What is the subject or event 
covered? What do you learn about the people, the event, or 
the teaching from the text? What instructions are given? 

When do or will the events occur? When did or will some-
thing happen to a particular person, people or nation? When 
is a key question in determining the progression of events? 
Why is something being said or mentioned? Why would or 
will this happen? Why at this time? Why this person? 

Things to look for while observing:
• the literary form of the passage (a story, a poem, 
     an epistle)       
• repeated words, phrases or ideas 
• figurative expressions and other literary devices 
• connective and linking words 
• contrast and comparisons 
• time words (after, before) 
• location and place 
• author and audience 

2. Context (interpretation based on the setting) 

What does it mean?2 

The context or setting refers to the verses that occur 
before and after your passage. Remember that context 
rules. There are �ve kinds of context: (a) Literary context – 
The paragraph of which the verse is a part, the section of 
which the paragraph is a part, and the book of which that 
section is a part, and its relationship to the entire Bible; (b) 
Historical context – When is the situation taking place? 
Where does this �t in history? What else is happening in 
the world at this time? What were some of the social, polit-
ical, and technological in�uences on the writer and on 
those to whom he was writing? (c) Cultural context – What 
is the cultural background upon which this was written 
and what are the prevailing cultures in biblical times?       

(d) Geographical context – This gives insight to the 
incidents and situations mentioned in the passages of 
study. What was the terrain like? What topographic 
features made this region unique? What was the weather 
like? How far was this town from places mentioned in the 
text? What were the transportation routes for these 
people? What size was the city? What was the layout of the 
town? What was this location known for? (e) Theological 
context – The Bible is a progressive revelation. God slowly 
unveiled the truth of His Word. Therefore the question is: 
Where does this passage �t in the unfolding of Scripture?

The six steps to take in interpreting a text are the follow-
ing: (a) Look up the de�nitions of the key words in the 
passage. Answer the question, “What is the meaning of 
this word, phrase or statement?” Note what could the 
author had in mind when he used this word; (b) Identify 
the signi�cance of the verb tenses, connectives and some 
of the literary patterns such as comparisons, contrasts, 
illustrations, lists and repetitions; (c) Compare how the 
di�erent versions translated this text (New International 
Version, King James Version, New American Standard 
Bible and Revised Standard Version). Note the di�erences 
in translation of key words (if any), and write down new 
insights gained; (d) Look for Scripture’s own interpreta-
tions. Often in the Gospels, Jesus interprets His own state-
ments by explanations and quotations from the Old Testa-
ment. Use the marginal references in your Bibles and/or a 
concordance to �nd additional references relating to the 
word or concept you are considering; (e) Consult other 
resources in order to gain insight into the historical, 
cultural, and geographical background of biblical days. 
Some of the resources to use are Bible dictionaries, atlas 
and commentaries; and (f ) Summarize your conclusions. 

3. Concept (integration for the spiritual truth)

What does it teach?

After �nishing your investigation and interpretation of the 
text, summarize your study into an integrated form, so 
that you can see how these information relate to one 
another, and how they form a united whole. In the inte-
gration of the investigation and interpretation stages for 
the concept or spiritual truth to be conveyed, the follow-
ing questions may be helpful:  What does the passage 
teach? Is it general or specific? Does it apply only to specific 
people? To a cultural problem of the day? To a certain time in 
history? Has it been superseded by a broader teaching? 

 WALK 
A Time for Accountability: Invitation to culminate in the 
implication of the Scripture, implementation of a speci�c 
action in obedience to God’s Word, and intercession for 
the saints/seekers. 
(about 35 minutes)

It would be better for each GG session to culminate in a 
time of sharing one’s life in a smaller group setting 
(groups of 3) to solidify the GG’s discipleship thrust. Aside 
from maintaining a good daily walk with God, there is also 
a need to have personal accountability and discipleship 
which is called “Company 3” or C3. “A Company 3 is the two 
or three gathered together in Jesus’ name for encourage-
ment, accountability and prayer.” 3 It is primarily based on 
Ecclesiastes 4:12b “A cord of three strands is not quickly 
broken.” 
 

Three Benefits of Company 34 

(1) Accountability - We all need to be accountable to someone 
who cares about us. In a group of two or three, it is more likely 
that we will have the courage to share honestly and receive 
encouragement to overcome our besetting sins. All of us need 
the encouragement to keep growing in Christ. Because of the 
level of sharing that takes place, it is best for men to meet with 
men and women to meet with women.

(2) Flexibility - Two or three people can meet almost anywhere, 
anytime; during lunch break, at a co�ee shop, in a park, in a 
home. The larger the group, the more di�cult it is to get every-
one together at the same time in one place.

(3) Reproducibility - This simple pattern of encouraging growth 
in Christ can easily be reproduced by anyone in any place. Once 
you start a Company 3, challenge the people in your group to 
start it with one or two others that they are discipling.

The goal of this �nal section is to appeal to the heart and will of 
the GG members by discussing Bible Study Guide Questions in 
triads (or groups of 3) leading to the following:  connect, 
condúct, and concern.

• Culmination

4.  Connect (implication of the Scripture)

What does it mean to me?

This involves contemplating and imparting insights from the 
Word that struck or impacted one’s life. Insight is the �rst step 
toward spiritual growth–insight into the passage, and insight 
into oneself. This is not a time for preaching to the Company 3 
members, but sharing what God is teaching the person. 
Adopting the memorable acronym SPACEPETS, there are nine 

questions to ask oneself in meditating on the Scripture:
S – Is There a SIN to Confess?
P – Is There a PROMISE to Claim?
A – Is There an ATTITUDE to Change?
C – Is There a COMMAND to Obey?
E – Is There an EXAMPLE to Follow?
P – Is There a PRAYER to Pray?
E – Is There an ERROR to Avoid?
T – Is There a TRUTH to Believe?
S – Is There SOMETHING to Praise God for?

5.  Condúct (implementation of a specific action)

How does it apply to me?

This focuses on sharing with someone about a speci�c action 
to be done in one’s life (application). Application is the most 
neglected yet the most needed stage in the process. Our goal is 
transformation. Hence, application of the Scripture in our own 
lives is a must. As James points out “Do not merely listen to the 
word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says” (James 1:22).  
Using the SMART acronym, the action point to implement must 
be Speci�c, Measurable, Achievable, Realistic, and 
Time-bound. As one considers the need to be honest, 
vulnerable, understanding and keep all that will be shared 
con�dential, the speci�c area of concern in one’s personal life 
may include any of the following:

• Too little praying
• Not sharing Jesus with others
• Financial dishonesty
• Pornography
• Sexual temptation/sin
• Bad habit/addiction
• Unforgiveness toward someone
• Hurtful words
• Wrong attitude

• Neglected relationship
• Problems with evil spirits

6.  Concern (intercession for the saints/seekers)

What should I pray for?

Lastly, conclude the personal accountability and discipleship 
time by praying or interceding for the personal needs or 
concerns of your Company 3. This calls for the “priesthood of all 
believers”: “Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for 
each other so that you may be healed” (James 5:16a). That may 
include things that need to be changed and the speci�c action 
to be implemented. So mutual confession plus mutual interces-
sion equals mutual recuperation (there would be healing!).

Pray for each other (“saints”) but pray also for others outside the 
group who need to know Jesus (“seekers”). This is a way of 
living out the mission and vision of the church which is disciple-
making and transformational. Here the GG members recall that 
they are called not only to enjoy the presence of Christ and 
experience the power of Christ, but also to extend the purpose 
of Christ. The purpose of each time remains the same–to move 
from God ministering to us as a group to God ministering 
through us. So choose three seekers to pray for. List their names 
and the names of the other people your group is praying for. 
Pray for opportunities to bring them one-step-closer to Jesus 
and then to your Growth Group. Intercede for each of them 
daily saying, “Lord, I pray that You will draw _____ to Yourself” 
(John 6:44) or  “Please convict _____ of his/her need for Jesus” 
(John 16:7-14).
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GROWTH GROUP GUIDE 

Growth Group Over-all Purpose: A Growth Group is GCF’s 
MAIN DISCIPLESHIP venue in helping individuals GROW into 
maturing and multiplying disciples of Jesus Christ within the 
relational context of small groups where the four main parts 
(Welcome, Worship, Word, and Walk) of a Growth Group Meeting 
are carried out.

MAIN PARTS OF A GROWTH GROUP MEETING

       WELCOME
A Time for Assembly: Introduction to congregate   
through ice breaker.
(about 10 minutes)

Meeting once a week is not a guarantee that your Growth 
Group members will blend well with each other during 
the GG meeting. Thus, it will be important to employ ice 
breakers–simple warm-up exercises or relationship-build-
ing activities–to help them congregate and relate signi�-
cantly with one another and appreciate the GG meeting. 

• Congregation

For Starting Communication: When the Growth Group has 
been meeting for some time and you feel they are ready to 
talk about their personal opinions or feelings, this type of ice 
breaker will prove to be of big help. 

WORSHIP 
A Time for Adoration: Inspiration to celebrate through 
invocation, impartation of thanksgiving, invitation to    
worship and read the Scripture.
(about 25 minutes)

The purpose of this part of the meeting is to celebrate and 
connect us to God and worship. Besides singing, this may 
include sharing of praise items, prayer concerns or Scrip-
ture reading. The important thing is that you recognize 
and welcome the presence of Christ among you. 
Although this part of a GG meeting is usually simple and 
short, it is extremely important. If you are not looking to 
Christ, sharing and ministry in the group will be very       
limited.

• Celebration

 WORD 
A Time for Admonition: Instruction to communicate one’s 
investigation of the story, interpretation based on the 
setting, and integration of the two for the spiritual truth.
(about 50 minutes)

The goal of this segment is to appeal to the senses and 
mind of the GG members by discussing Bible Study Guide 
Questions leading to the following: content, context, and 
concept.

• Communication

1. Content (investigation of the story)

What do I see?1 

This is the text itself. The longer you spend time on the 
Investigation stage, the better you can determine the 
content of the text. Write as many observations as you can 
make. Ask the 5 W’s (What, Who, When, Where, Why) and   
1 H (How) to your passage. What is the subject or event 
covered? What do you learn about the people, the event, or 
the teaching from the text? What instructions are given? 

When do or will the events occur? When did or will some-
thing happen to a particular person, people or nation? When 
is a key question in determining the progression of events? 
Why is something being said or mentioned? Why would or 
will this happen? Why at this time? Why this person? 

Things to look for while observing:
• the literary form of the passage (a story, a poem, 
     an epistle)       
• repeated words, phrases or ideas 
• figurative expressions and other literary devices 
• connective and linking words 
• contrast and comparisons 
• time words (after, before) 
• location and place 
• author and audience 

2. Context (interpretation based on the setting) 

What does it mean?2 

The context or setting refers to the verses that occur 
before and after your passage. Remember that context 
rules. There are �ve kinds of context: (a) Literary context – 
The paragraph of which the verse is a part, the section of 
which the paragraph is a part, and the book of which that 
section is a part, and its relationship to the entire Bible; (b) 
Historical context – When is the situation taking place? 
Where does this �t in history? What else is happening in 
the world at this time? What were some of the social, polit-
ical, and technological in�uences on the writer and on 
those to whom he was writing? (c) Cultural context – What 
is the cultural background upon which this was written 
and what are the prevailing cultures in biblical times?       

(d) Geographical context – This gives insight to the 
incidents and situations mentioned in the passages of 
study. What was the terrain like? What topographic 
features made this region unique? What was the weather 
like? How far was this town from places mentioned in the 
text? What were the transportation routes for these 
people? What size was the city? What was the layout of the 
town? What was this location known for? (e) Theological 
context – The Bible is a progressive revelation. God slowly 
unveiled the truth of His Word. Therefore the question is: 
Where does this passage �t in the unfolding of Scripture?

The six steps to take in interpreting a text are the follow-
ing: (a) Look up the de�nitions of the key words in the 
passage. Answer the question, “What is the meaning of 
this word, phrase or statement?” Note what could the 
author had in mind when he used this word; (b) Identify 
the signi�cance of the verb tenses, connectives and some 
of the literary patterns such as comparisons, contrasts, 
illustrations, lists and repetitions; (c) Compare how the 
di�erent versions translated this text (New International 
Version, King James Version, New American Standard 
Bible and Revised Standard Version). Note the di�erences 
in translation of key words (if any), and write down new 
insights gained; (d) Look for Scripture’s own interpreta-
tions. Often in the Gospels, Jesus interprets His own state-
ments by explanations and quotations from the Old Testa-
ment. Use the marginal references in your Bibles and/or a 
concordance to �nd additional references relating to the 
word or concept you are considering; (e) Consult other 
resources in order to gain insight into the historical, 
cultural, and geographical background of biblical days. 
Some of the resources to use are Bible dictionaries, atlas 
and commentaries; and (f ) Summarize your conclusions. 

3. Concept (integration for the spiritual truth)

What does it teach?

After �nishing your investigation and interpretation of the 
text, summarize your study into an integrated form, so 
that you can see how these information relate to one 
another, and how they form a united whole. In the inte-
gration of the investigation and interpretation stages for 
the concept or spiritual truth to be conveyed, the follow-
ing questions may be helpful:  What does the passage 
teach? Is it general or specific? Does it apply only to specific 
people? To a cultural problem of the day? To a certain time in 
history? Has it been superseded by a broader teaching? 

 WALK 
A Time for Accountability: Invitation to culminate in the 
implication of the Scripture, implementation of a speci�c 
action in obedience to God’s Word, and intercession for 
the saints/seekers. 
(about 35 minutes)

It would be better for each GG session to culminate in a 
time of sharing one’s life in a smaller group setting 
(groups of 3) to solidify the GG’s discipleship thrust. Aside 
from maintaining a good daily walk with God, there is also 
a need to have personal accountability and discipleship 
which is called “Company 3” or C3. “A Company 3 is the two 
or three gathered together in Jesus’ name for encourage-
ment, accountability and prayer.” 3 It is primarily based on 
Ecclesiastes 4:12b “A cord of three strands is not quickly 
broken.” 
 

Three Benefits of Company 34 

(1) Accountability - We all need to be accountable to someone 
who cares about us. In a group of two or three, it is more likely 
that we will have the courage to share honestly and receive 
encouragement to overcome our besetting sins. All of us need 
the encouragement to keep growing in Christ. Because of the 
level of sharing that takes place, it is best for men to meet with 
men and women to meet with women.

(2) Flexibility - Two or three people can meet almost anywhere, 
anytime; during lunch break, at a co�ee shop, in a park, in a 
home. The larger the group, the more di�cult it is to get every-
one together at the same time in one place.

(3) Reproducibility - This simple pattern of encouraging growth 
in Christ can easily be reproduced by anyone in any place. Once 
you start a Company 3, challenge the people in your group to 
start it with one or two others that they are discipling.

The goal of this �nal section is to appeal to the heart and will of 
the GG members by discussing Bible Study Guide Questions in 
triads (or groups of 3) leading to the following:  connect, 
condúct, and concern.

• Culmination

4.  Connect (implication of the Scripture)

What does it mean to me?

This involves contemplating and imparting insights from the 
Word that struck or impacted one’s life. Insight is the �rst step 
toward spiritual growth–insight into the passage, and insight 
into oneself. This is not a time for preaching to the Company 3 
members, but sharing what God is teaching the person. 
Adopting the memorable acronym SPACEPETS, there are nine 

questions to ask oneself in meditating on the Scripture:
S – Is There a SIN to Confess?
P – Is There a PROMISE to Claim?
A – Is There an ATTITUDE to Change?
C – Is There a COMMAND to Obey?
E – Is There an EXAMPLE to Follow?
P – Is There a PRAYER to Pray?
E – Is There an ERROR to Avoid?
T – Is There a TRUTH to Believe?
S – Is There SOMETHING to Praise God for?

5.  Condúct (implementation of a specific action)

How does it apply to me?

This focuses on sharing with someone about a speci�c action 
to be done in one’s life (application). Application is the most 
neglected yet the most needed stage in the process. Our goal is 
transformation. Hence, application of the Scripture in our own 
lives is a must. As James points out “Do not merely listen to the 
word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says” (James 1:22).  
Using the SMART acronym, the action point to implement must 
be Speci�c, Measurable, Achievable, Realistic, and 
Time-bound. As one considers the need to be honest, 
vulnerable, understanding and keep all that will be shared 
con�dential, the speci�c area of concern in one’s personal life 
may include any of the following:

• Too little praying
• Not sharing Jesus with others
• Financial dishonesty
• Pornography
• Sexual temptation/sin
• Bad habit/addiction
• Unforgiveness toward someone
• Hurtful words
• Wrong attitude

• Neglected relationship
• Problems with evil spirits

6.  Concern (intercession for the saints/seekers)

What should I pray for?

Lastly, conclude the personal accountability and discipleship 
time by praying or interceding for the personal needs or 
concerns of your Company 3. This calls for the “priesthood of all 
believers”: “Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for 
each other so that you may be healed” (James 5:16a). That may 
include things that need to be changed and the speci�c action 
to be implemented. So mutual confession plus mutual interces-
sion equals mutual recuperation (there would be healing!).

Pray for each other (“saints”) but pray also for others outside the 
group who need to know Jesus (“seekers”). This is a way of 
living out the mission and vision of the church which is disciple-
making and transformational. Here the GG members recall that 
they are called not only to enjoy the presence of Christ and 
experience the power of Christ, but also to extend the purpose 
of Christ. The purpose of each time remains the same–to move 
from God ministering to us as a group to God ministering 
through us. So choose three seekers to pray for. List their names 
and the names of the other people your group is praying for. 
Pray for opportunities to bring them one-step-closer to Jesus 
and then to your Growth Group. Intercede for each of them 
daily saying, “Lord, I pray that You will draw _____ to Yourself” 
(John 6:44) or  “Please convict _____ of his/her need for Jesus” 
(John 16:7-14).
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Lesson 24

“Jesus Sets up 1000-Year Kingdom, then 
Destroys Satan in Last Great Battle”

Revelation 20:1-15

WELCOME
A Time for Assembly: Introduction to congregate through    
ice breaker.
(about 10 minutes)

For Starting Communication: What is your vision or concept of 
a perfect world? Describe it.

WORSHIP 
A Time for Adoration: Inspiration to celebrate through the 
invocation, impartation of thanksgiving, invitation to worship 
and read the Scripture.
(about 25 minutes)

Suggested Songs : 

“10,000 Reasons,” “Rock of Ages,” “Blessed Assurance,” “All Hail 
The Power of Jesus Name”

Scripture Reading:  Rev. 20:1-15

WORD 
A Time for Admonition: Instruction to communicate one’s 
investigation of the story (content), interpretation based on 
the setting (context), and integration of the two for the 
spiritual truth (concept).
(about 50 minutes)

1. Describe what John saw in heaven in verses 1-3? What 
truths about God can we glean from these verses?

After John witnessed Jesus’ glorious return as the Faithful and 
True Rider on a white horse who defeated the beast and the 
kings of the earth and their armies (Rev. 19:11-21), he saw an 

angel coming down from heaven. The unnamed angel had 
the key to the Abyss. He was holding a great chain in his hand. 
He seized the dragon, the ancient serpent, who is the devil or 
Satan and bound him for a thousand years. He threw him into 
the Abyss, locked him up and put a seal on it to keep him from 
deceiving the nations until the 1,000 years were ended. After 
the thousand years, he will be set free for a short time.

The Abyss or bottomless pit (ESV) is the place that demons 
dread (see Luke 8:31). It may be the equivalent of Tartarus 
(translated as “hell” in 2 Peter 2:4), the place where evil angels 
or demons are chained in darkness while awaiting their final 
sentencing to the lake of fire. (Gromacki, 128)

From these verses, we can clearly see God’s sovereignty and 
control over the enemy. Satan is no match to God. In fact, God 
only deputized one of his angels, the unnamed angel, to seize 
Satan, bind him and imprison him in the Abyss. Satan’s power 
is limited by God. He only permits Satan to reign for a limited 
time according to His perfect plan and purposes. (BSF Lesson 
25, 2)
 

2. Describe what John saw in heaven in verses 4-6? What 
truths about God can we glean from these verses?

John saw thrones where those whom God gave the authority 
to judge were seated. The identity of these judges were not 
mentioned. However, we can find some clues from other parts 
of Scripture. 

In Matthew 19:28, Jesus told His disciples that those who 
followed Him will sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel. In Luke’s account of the last supper in Chapter 
22, Jesus told His disciples in verses 29 and 30: ”And I confer on 
you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred one on me, so that 
you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” 

The Apostle Paul stated in 1 Corinthians 6:2-3 that the saints 
will judge the world and angels. And in 2 Tim. 2:12, he told 
su�ering believers that if they endure, they will also reign with 
Christ. 

Jesus told the church in Laodicea in Rev. 3:21: “To him who 
overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just 
as I overcame and sat down with my Father on his throne.” 
And to the church in Laodicea, He promised the faithful 
believers: “To him who overcomes and does my will to the end, 
I will give authority over the nations - 'He will rule them with 
an iron scepter’” (Rev. 2:26-27a). In Revelation 1:6, John wrote 
that Christ has appointed believers to be “a kingdom and 
priests to serve his God and Father.” Moreover, in Revelation 
5:9-10, the 24 elders who are representative of the redeemed 
church sang: "You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its 
seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you 
purchased men for God from every tribe and language and 
people and nation. You have made them to be a kingdom and 
priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth." 
Based on these references, we can say that the redeemed 
church, the body of believers redeemed between the 
Pentecost and the Rapture will rule and judge with Christ 
during the thousand years. (Gromacki, 129)

In the second part of verse 4, John also saw the souls of those 
who were martyred because of their testimony for Jesus and 
the Word of God come to life (the first resurrection) and they 
reigned with Christ for a thousand years. These people were 
most probably martyred during the Great Tribulation because 
they did not worship the beast or his image. They chose to die 
instead of receiving the mark of the beast on their foreheads 
or their hands. Because of their uncompromising faith, they 
are blessed (with the privilege of entering the kingdom of 
God), and holy (MacArthur Study Bible, 1992). They will not 
experience the lake of fire, the second death (see Rev. 20:14), 
and they will serve as priests of God and of Christ during the 
thousand years. This 1,000-year reign of Christ on earth is 
commonly referred to as the millennial kingdom (See p. xx of 
Revelation study guide for a discussion on the di�erent 
interpretations of the millennial kingdom). Since the 
tribulation period is an extension of the OT prophecy for Israel 
given in Daniel 9:24-27, both OT and tribulation believers will 
share alike in this millennial authority. (Ibid.)

Who will they reign over? All tribulation believers who are 
alive when Christ returns will go into the millennial kingdom 
in their natural bodies. They will form the nucleus for the 
repopulation of the earth during the thousand years. They will 
have children and their children will reproduce too. There may 

also be people who did not join the Battle of Armageddon and 
so they will be alive during this period. Since there is no 
disease, the world will undergo a rapid population explosion. 
Believers in glorified bodies will reign over these human 
beings with natural physical bodies. (Ibid.)

In verse 5, John wrote that the rest of the dead did not come to 
life until the end of the thousand years. He also identified the 
raising of the believers as the first resurrection. Referring to a 
first resurrection implies that there will be a second 
resurrection. This second resurrection is the resurrection of the 
dead, all who are unsaved throughout all the ages, which will 
happen at the start of the Great White Throne Judgment 
described in Revelation 20:12-14.

From these verses, we see that Jesus Christ is the victorious 
and conquering King who is faithful and true and who will 
reign with His holy people as He promised to them.

3. What will happen when the thousand years are over 
(vv. 7-10)? What truths about God can we glean from these 
verses?

After the thousand years, Satan will be set free from the Abyss 
for a short time (Rev. 20:3). He will be allowed to go out and 
deceive people from all over the world and gather them for a 
final battle with God’s people. The deceived will come from the 
four corners of the earth and are referred to as “Gog and 
Magog.” These names appear in Ezekiel 38 and 39. However, in 
this particular context, they do not seem to represent any 
particular geographic region but rather opposition to God 
and Christ’s kingdom. (BSF Lesson 26 notes, p.5) It is 
astonishing to think that after the thousand-year reign of 
Christ on earth, people will still be deceived by Satan. This just 
goes to prove that man is innately sinful (see Mark 7:20-23, 
James 1:13-15 and 1 John 2:16) and all evil comes from a 
person’s heart. 

Satan will gather this vast army of deceived human rebels and 
they will march across the earth and surround the camp of 
God’s people, the city He loves. John did not name this city but 
it is most probably Jerusalem or a general designation for the 
Church. (BSF Lesson 26 Notes, p. 5) But God will come to His 
people’s rescue by sending fire from heaven that will devour 
these rebels. After this, the devil will be thrown into the lake of 

burning sulfur just like the beast and the false prophet and 
they will all be tormented day and night for all eternity.

From these verses, we can see that God is holy and will 
completely destroy evil. He will always protect His people from 
the enemy. He is sovereign and His purposes will always 
prevail. 

4. Describe what John saw in heaven in verses 11-15. What 
truths about God can we glean from these verses?

John saw a great white throne with Jesus seated on it. Jesus 
was appointed by God to judge the world with justice and God 
proved this by raising Him from the dead. (See Acts 17:31 and 
Revelation 3:21). John also saw the contaminated earth and 
sky �ee away from their Creator just as Jesus predicted in 
Matthew 24:35 (Gromacki, 130). Then he saw the dead, great 
and small, meaning every unbeliever regardless of social 
strata, standing before the throne and books recording all the 
things they had done opened. He saw the sea, death and 
Hades give up the dead that were in them and they were 
judged based on what they had done as recorded in the 
books.  He saw another book, the book of life, and anyone 
whose name was not found written in it was thrown in to the 
lake of fire, the second death. He also saw death and Hades 
thrown into the lake of fire.

From these verses, we see that Jesus is the Great and 
Righteous Judge who will judge every unbeliever based on 
what he has done as recorded in the books. We also see that 
God is omniscient and nothing any person does is hidden 
from His sight.

WALK 
A Time for Accountability: Invitation to culminate in the 
implication of the Scripture (connect), implementation of a 
speci�c action (condúct), and intercession for the saints/
seekers (concern).  
(about 35 minutes)

1. How does the certainty of Satan’s defeat a�ect the way you 
think about God and serve Him in this present world that is 
�lled with opposition to Him? 

2. How do the rewards of those who were martyred because 
of their testimony about Jesus and the word of God 
encourage you to share your faith and testimony to people 
who are resistant to God and the Gospel? Is there anyone 
whom God may be prodding you to share the Gospel this 
week? 

3. How can you guard yourself from Satan’s deception and 
in�uences and be victorious?

4. Are you sure that your name is in the book of life? If you are, 
how are you sharing this good news to people in your 
spheres of in�uence? If you are not, what must you do to be 
saved from hell?  

5.  How can the group pray for you? Share now your personal 
needs or concerns with your accountability and prayer 
partners which may include things that need to be changed 
and the specific action to be implemented in obedience to 
God’s Word. As you intercede for each other (“saints”), pray 
also for others outside the group who need to know Jesus 
(“seekers”). 
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Lesson 25

“The New Heaven and the New Earth”
Revelation 21:1-22:5

WELCOME
A Time for Assembly: Introduction to congregate through    
ice breaker.
(about 10 minutes)

For Starting Communication: Describe the most beautiful place 
you have visited in the Philippines, and explain why you consider 
it the most beautiful (ex. Coron, Palawan, Banawe Rice Terraces, 
etc.). 
(We may have visited and seen many beautiful tourist 
destinations and even put them in our list of a dream vacations, 
yet our study reveals an incomparable and unparalleled beauty 
that God has in store to the seven churches and even to us 
believers today.)   

WORSHIP 
A Time for Adoration: Inspiration to celebrate through the 
invocation, impartation of thanksgiving, invitation to worship 
and read the Scripture.
(about 25 minutes)

Suggested Songs : 

“To God Be the Glory Great Things He Hath Done”, 
“Indescribable”, “This Kingdom”, “Let Creation Sing” 

Scripture Reading:  Rev. 21:1-22:5

WORD 
A Time for Admonition: Instruction to communicate one’s 
investigation of the story (content), interpretation based on 
the setting (context), and integration of the two for the 
spiritual truth (concept).
(about 50 minutes)

1. What did John see in his visions? Describe the new 
heavens, the new earth and the new holy city of Jerusalem 
and what do they represent (vv. 21:1-2; 9-21). 

a. John saw the new heavens and new earth and the new holy 
city of Jerusalem, the Holy City of God, coming down of 
heaven from God, prepared as a Bride (21:1-2). 

The new heavens and new earth for the first earth and the 
sea has passed (v. 1), as the old earth and sky are gone (Rev. 
20:11)); and the new heavens and new earth is a place 
where God’s righteousness dwells (2 Pet. 3:11-13). 

The holy city—the new Jerusalem (Rev. 3:12), is coming 
down from heaven from God, prepared as Bride (v. 2), the 
heavenly city by God where the Lamb, the bridegroom Jesus 
Christ reigns with those who believe in Him (Gal. 4:26, Rev. 
5:9-10).

b. The angel brought John in Spirit to see the Bride, the wife of 
the Lamb and the holy city of Jerusalem out of heaven from 
God, having the glory of God and was radiant like rare 
jewels, with gates named after the twelve tribes of Israel and 
with twelve foundations named after the apostles of the 
Lamb (21:9-21).

One of the seven angels holding the bowls full of the seven 
last plagues, bringing John to see the bride, the wife of the 
Lamb–the holy city of Jerusalem coming down out of 
heaven, having the glory of God (vv. 9-11). 

The new Jerusalem’s radiance is like of a rare jewel, with its 
gates inscribed with the twelve sons of Israel, which may 
symbolize the New Testament church with its twelve 
foundations with names of the apostles of the Lamb              
(vv. 12-14) as the ones who obeyed Jesus’ command to 
make disciples of all nations (Mt. 28:18-20), establishing the 
New Testament church as witnesses in Judea, Samaria and 
the ends of the world (Acts 1:1-8). 

The angel measured the city and its gates and walls, 
adorned with many precious jewels and precious metals     
(vv. 15-21). 

2. How is God described in the visions that John saw? Who is the 
One seated on the throne? Who is the Lamb and the Spirit? 

a. The One seated on the throne is God the Father: 
He prepares the bride of the Lamb (v. 2); will make His 
dwelling with His people as God (vv. 3, 7); will wipe every 
tear; take away death, mourning, crying, and pain; will be 
passing away the former things (v. 4); is the maker of all 
things new (v. 5); is the alpha and the omega, the beginning 
and end (v. 6a); and is source of the spring of water of life       
(v. 6b). 

b. The Lamb as the Son, Jesus Christ:  
He is the husband of the new Jerusalem, His bride (v. 2, 9); 
with His twelve apostles (v. 14); is the temple of the city and 
its servants (v. 22); is the light of the city as lamp (vv. 22-23); 
and has his book of life (v. 27). 

c. The Spirit, as the Holy Spirit: 
“…carried me away in the Spirit” (v. 10).

 
3. What is the signi�cance of the relationship of the One on 

the throne and the Lamb with the new holy city Jerusalem 
(21:1-2, 9-10)?  

The new holy city of Jerusalem, the Bride prepared by God as 
those who would live and reign  in righteousness with the 
Lamb Jesus Christ (21:1-2, 9-10).  

The Lamb Jesus Christ, will marry and be the husband and 
bridegroom to His bride, His wife (those who would believe in 
Him) (Rev. 19:6-10). 

The bridegroom and his bride are clothed in salvation and 
covered in righteousness by God, Isa. 61:10. 

Jesus, the husband and bridegroom, assures being with those 
who would believe in Him, becoming His bride, (John 14:1-7, 
26, Gal. 4:26, Rev. 5:9-10, 21:2). 

4.What is God’s assurance and promise to those who will 
believe and persevere for Him (21:3-8)? 

God assures and promises His dwelling amongst men as their 
God, declaring His completion making all things new, being 
the Alpha and Omega—being God who will give the thirsty a 
drink from the springs of water of life (21:3-8). 

The voice from the throne declares God’s dwelling with His 
people, promising and assuring to be their God (v. 3), 
a�rming “Immanuel”–God is with His people (Lev. 26:11-12; 
Zec. 8:8; Eph. 2:21-22). 

God will wipe away every tear, for there will be no more 
mourning, crying, pain, as they have passed away (v. 4, Rev. 
7:13-17). 

God will be making all things new and that He will exclaim as 
the Alpha and Omega, beginning and end that “it is done” 
(referring to Him making all things new, v. 5) declaring His 
sovereignty and rule over human history (v. 6, Rev. 1:8). 

God will give the thirsty a drink from His spring of living water     
(v. 6), the life that God gives as source of living water (Jer. 2:12) 
through Jesus Christ (Jn. 4:10, 7:38). 

God will be the God and will give a heritage to those who will 
conquer (Rev. 3:12), and be like His son, while sinners shall 
burn in the lake of fire and sulfur, the second death (vv. 7-8), 
proving His judgment to those who will conquer and 
overcome (v. 7), and death to those who would choose to 
remain in sin (2 Cor. 6:16) and not acknowledge and believe in 
God (Rom. 1:29-31).

5. What is God’s desire and purpose for the nations (21:22-27; 
22:1-5)? 

a. God promises to be the temple of His servants, lighting up 
the new city with glory and the Lamb as a lamp, bringing 
honor and glory to the nations, having those included in the 
book of life of the Lamb and not have anything unclean, 
detestable and false in it (21:22-27). 

The city had the Lord God and the Lamb as its temple. There 
was no need for sun and moon because God’s glory and the 
Lamb are as a lamp shone on the city (vv. 22-23).  This is 
consistent to Jesus symbolized as light of the world                
(Mt. 5:14-16, Jn. 8:12). The light of the Lord and the Lamb 
will be the light the nations walk in, and the city is the place 
where kings will bring their glory in through the gates that 
never shut, as it will have no night (vv. 24-26, Rev. 22:3). 

Nothing unclean, detestable and false will enter the city 
except those names written in the Lamb’s book of Life (v. 27), 
again proving His judgment to those who overcome (v. 7) 
and those who would not (Rom. 1:29-31, Rev. 21:7). 

b. God is the One who gives the river of life and the tree of life 
�owing from His throne and of the Lamb, where He will be 
worshipped and be with His servants, where nations would 
be healed and where He and His servants will reign forever 
with Him as their light, and His servants will be able to see 
His face and have God’s name written on their foreheads 
(22:1-5). 

The river of the water of life �owing from the throne and of 
the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city (v. 1) is 
described like that of the garden of Eden (Gen. 2:8-14) and 
the river seen by the prophet Ezekiel (Eze. 47:1-12). 

The tree of life on the side of the river, with its twelve kinds of 
fruit yielding each month (v. 2a), with the tree of life being 
the tree that gives life without death to those who eat of it 
(Gen. 2:9, 3:22; Rev. 2:7, 22:14).  

The leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations            
(v. 2b), where nations walk in the light of the Lamb, and the 
kings of the earth will bring glory to the Lamb (Rev. 21:24).  

The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and His 
servants will serve Him (v. 3); they will see His face, and His 
name will be on their foreheads (v. 4).

God will be the light of the servants of God, as there will be 
no night, and they will reign forever (v. 5, Rev. 21:22-23).

 WALK 
A Time for Accountability: Invitation to culminate in the 
implication of the Scripture (connect), implementation of a 
speci�c action (condúct), and intercession for the saints/
seekers (concern).
(about 35 minutes)

1. How did God assure the seven churches of Revelation 
through John’s vision of the new heavens, the new earth 
and the Holy City of Jerusalem? How can Christians and 
those who don’t know Jesus yet �nd the same hope and 
assurance, to overcome and conquer just like the seven 
churches (Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21)? 

2. Share and explain what keeps and prevents you from living 
and being ready as Jesus’ bride. In what concrete ways and 
examples can we prepare ourselves (Rev. 21:2) as 
Christians, as a growth group and as a church family (cf. Mt. 
25:1-12; 2 Cor. 4:16-18; 1 Pet. 1-2)? 

3. How can the group pray for you? Share now your personal 
needs or concerns with your accountability and prayer 
partners which may include things that need to be changed 
and the specific action to be implemented in obedience to 
God’s Word. As you intercede for each other (“saints”), pray 
also for others outside the group who need to know Jesus 
(“seekers”). 
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Lesson 24

“Jesus Sets up 1000-Year Kingdom, then 
Destroys Satan in Last Great Battle”

Revelation 20:1-15

WELCOME
A Time for Assembly: Introduction to congregate through    
ice breaker.
(about 10 minutes)

For Starting Communication: What is your vision or concept of 
a perfect world? Describe it.

WORSHIP 
A Time for Adoration: Inspiration to celebrate through the 
invocation, impartation of thanksgiving, invitation to worship 
and read the Scripture.
(about 25 minutes)

Suggested Songs : 

“10,000 Reasons,” “Rock of Ages,” “Blessed Assurance,” “All Hail 
The Power of Jesus Name”

Scripture Reading:  Rev. 20:1-15

WORD 
A Time for Admonition: Instruction to communicate one’s 
investigation of the story (content), interpretation based on 
the setting (context), and integration of the two for the 
spiritual truth (concept).
(about 50 minutes)

1. Describe what John saw in heaven in verses 1-3? What 
truths about God can we glean from these verses?

After John witnessed Jesus’ glorious return as the Faithful and 
True Rider on a white horse who defeated the beast and the 
kings of the earth and their armies (Rev. 19:11-21), he saw an 

angel coming down from heaven. The unnamed angel had 
the key to the Abyss. He was holding a great chain in his hand. 
He seized the dragon, the ancient serpent, who is the devil or 
Satan and bound him for a thousand years. He threw him into 
the Abyss, locked him up and put a seal on it to keep him from 
deceiving the nations until the 1,000 years were ended. After 
the thousand years, he will be set free for a short time.

The Abyss or bottomless pit (ESV) is the place that demons 
dread (see Luke 8:31). It may be the equivalent of Tartarus 
(translated as “hell” in 2 Peter 2:4), the place where evil angels 
or demons are chained in darkness while awaiting their final 
sentencing to the lake of fire. (Gromacki, 128)

From these verses, we can clearly see God’s sovereignty and 
control over the enemy. Satan is no match to God. In fact, God 
only deputized one of his angels, the unnamed angel, to seize 
Satan, bind him and imprison him in the Abyss. Satan’s power 
is limited by God. He only permits Satan to reign for a limited 
time according to His perfect plan and purposes. (BSF Lesson 
25, 2)
 

2. Describe what John saw in heaven in verses 4-6? What 
truths about God can we glean from these verses?

John saw thrones where those whom God gave the authority 
to judge were seated. The identity of these judges were not 
mentioned. However, we can find some clues from other parts 
of Scripture. 

In Matthew 19:28, Jesus told His disciples that those who 
followed Him will sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel. In Luke’s account of the last supper in Chapter 
22, Jesus told His disciples in verses 29 and 30: ”And I confer on 
you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred one on me, so that 
you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” 

The Apostle Paul stated in 1 Corinthians 6:2-3 that the saints 
will judge the world and angels. And in 2 Tim. 2:12, he told 
su�ering believers that if they endure, they will also reign with 
Christ. 

Jesus told the church in Laodicea in Rev. 3:21: “To him who 
overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just 
as I overcame and sat down with my Father on his throne.” 
And to the church in Laodicea, He promised the faithful 
believers: “To him who overcomes and does my will to the end, 
I will give authority over the nations - 'He will rule them with 
an iron scepter’” (Rev. 2:26-27a). In Revelation 1:6, John wrote 
that Christ has appointed believers to be “a kingdom and 
priests to serve his God and Father.” Moreover, in Revelation 
5:9-10, the 24 elders who are representative of the redeemed 
church sang: "You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its 
seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you 
purchased men for God from every tribe and language and 
people and nation. You have made them to be a kingdom and 
priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth." 
Based on these references, we can say that the redeemed 
church, the body of believers redeemed between the 
Pentecost and the Rapture will rule and judge with Christ 
during the thousand years. (Gromacki, 129)

In the second part of verse 4, John also saw the souls of those 
who were martyred because of their testimony for Jesus and 
the Word of God come to life (the first resurrection) and they 
reigned with Christ for a thousand years. These people were 
most probably martyred during the Great Tribulation because 
they did not worship the beast or his image. They chose to die 
instead of receiving the mark of the beast on their foreheads 
or their hands. Because of their uncompromising faith, they 
are blessed (with the privilege of entering the kingdom of 
God), and holy (MacArthur Study Bible, 1992). They will not 
experience the lake of fire, the second death (see Rev. 20:14), 
and they will serve as priests of God and of Christ during the 
thousand years. This 1,000-year reign of Christ on earth is 
commonly referred to as the millennial kingdom (See p. xx of 
Revelation study guide for a discussion on the di�erent 
interpretations of the millennial kingdom). Since the 
tribulation period is an extension of the OT prophecy for Israel 
given in Daniel 9:24-27, both OT and tribulation believers will 
share alike in this millennial authority. (Ibid.)

Who will they reign over? All tribulation believers who are 
alive when Christ returns will go into the millennial kingdom 
in their natural bodies. They will form the nucleus for the 
repopulation of the earth during the thousand years. They will 
have children and their children will reproduce too. There may 

also be people who did not join the Battle of Armageddon and 
so they will be alive during this period. Since there is no 
disease, the world will undergo a rapid population explosion. 
Believers in glorified bodies will reign over these human 
beings with natural physical bodies. (Ibid.)

In verse 5, John wrote that the rest of the dead did not come to 
life until the end of the thousand years. He also identified the 
raising of the believers as the first resurrection. Referring to a 
first resurrection implies that there will be a second 
resurrection. This second resurrection is the resurrection of the 
dead, all who are unsaved throughout all the ages, which will 
happen at the start of the Great White Throne Judgment 
described in Revelation 20:12-14.

From these verses, we see that Jesus Christ is the victorious 
and conquering King who is faithful and true and who will 
reign with His holy people as He promised to them.

3. What will happen when the thousand years are over 
(vv. 7-10)? What truths about God can we glean from these 
verses?

After the thousand years, Satan will be set free from the Abyss 
for a short time (Rev. 20:3). He will be allowed to go out and 
deceive people from all over the world and gather them for a 
final battle with God’s people. The deceived will come from the 
four corners of the earth and are referred to as “Gog and 
Magog.” These names appear in Ezekiel 38 and 39. However, in 
this particular context, they do not seem to represent any 
particular geographic region but rather opposition to God 
and Christ’s kingdom. (BSF Lesson 26 notes, p.5) It is 
astonishing to think that after the thousand-year reign of 
Christ on earth, people will still be deceived by Satan. This just 
goes to prove that man is innately sinful (see Mark 7:20-23, 
James 1:13-15 and 1 John 2:16) and all evil comes from a 
person’s heart. 

Satan will gather this vast army of deceived human rebels and 
they will march across the earth and surround the camp of 
God’s people, the city He loves. John did not name this city but 
it is most probably Jerusalem or a general designation for the 
Church. (BSF Lesson 26 Notes, p. 5) But God will come to His 
people’s rescue by sending fire from heaven that will devour 
these rebels. After this, the devil will be thrown into the lake of 

burning sulfur just like the beast and the false prophet and 
they will all be tormented day and night for all eternity.

From these verses, we can see that God is holy and will 
completely destroy evil. He will always protect His people from 
the enemy. He is sovereign and His purposes will always 
prevail. 

4. Describe what John saw in heaven in verses 11-15. What 
truths about God can we glean from these verses?

John saw a great white throne with Jesus seated on it. Jesus 
was appointed by God to judge the world with justice and God 
proved this by raising Him from the dead. (See Acts 17:31 and 
Revelation 3:21). John also saw the contaminated earth and 
sky �ee away from their Creator just as Jesus predicted in 
Matthew 24:35 (Gromacki, 130). Then he saw the dead, great 
and small, meaning every unbeliever regardless of social 
strata, standing before the throne and books recording all the 
things they had done opened. He saw the sea, death and 
Hades give up the dead that were in them and they were 
judged based on what they had done as recorded in the 
books.  He saw another book, the book of life, and anyone 
whose name was not found written in it was thrown in to the 
lake of fire, the second death. He also saw death and Hades 
thrown into the lake of fire.

From these verses, we see that Jesus is the Great and 
Righteous Judge who will judge every unbeliever based on 
what he has done as recorded in the books. We also see that 
God is omniscient and nothing any person does is hidden 
from His sight.

WALK 
A Time for Accountability: Invitation to culminate in the 
implication of the Scripture (connect), implementation of a 
speci�c action (condúct), and intercession for the saints/
seekers (concern).  
(about 35 minutes)

1. How does the certainty of Satan’s defeat a�ect the way you 
think about God and serve Him in this present world that is 
�lled with opposition to Him? 

2. How do the rewards of those who were martyred because 
of their testimony about Jesus and the word of God 
encourage you to share your faith and testimony to people 
who are resistant to God and the Gospel? Is there anyone 
whom God may be prodding you to share the Gospel this 
week? 

3. How can you guard yourself from Satan’s deception and 
in�uences and be victorious?

4. Are you sure that your name is in the book of life? If you are, 
how are you sharing this good news to people in your 
spheres of in�uence? If you are not, what must you do to be 
saved from hell?  

5.  How can the group pray for you? Share now your personal 
needs or concerns with your accountability and prayer 
partners which may include things that need to be changed 
and the specific action to be implemented in obedience to 
God’s Word. As you intercede for each other (“saints”), pray 
also for others outside the group who need to know Jesus 
(“seekers”). 
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Lesson 25

“The New Heaven and the New Earth”
Revelation 21:1-22:5

WELCOME
A Time for Assembly: Introduction to congregate through    
ice breaker.
(about 10 minutes)

For Starting Communication: Describe the most beautiful place 
you have visited in the Philippines, and explain why you consider 
it the most beautiful (ex. Coron, Palawan, Banawe Rice Terraces, 
etc.). 
(We may have visited and seen many beautiful tourist 
destinations and even put them in our list of a dream vacations, 
yet our study reveals an incomparable and unparalleled beauty 
that God has in store to the seven churches and even to us 
believers today.)   

WORSHIP 
A Time for Adoration: Inspiration to celebrate through the 
invocation, impartation of thanksgiving, invitation to worship 
and read the Scripture.
(about 25 minutes)

Suggested Songs : 

“To God Be the Glory Great Things He Hath Done”, 
“Indescribable”, “This Kingdom”, “Let Creation Sing” 

Scripture Reading:  Rev. 21:1-22:5

WORD 
A Time for Admonition: Instruction to communicate one’s 
investigation of the story (content), interpretation based on 
the setting (context), and integration of the two for the 
spiritual truth (concept).
(about 50 minutes)

1. What did John see in his visions? Describe the new 
heavens, the new earth and the new holy city of Jerusalem 
and what do they represent (vv. 21:1-2; 9-21). 

a. John saw the new heavens and new earth and the new holy 
city of Jerusalem, the Holy City of God, coming down of 
heaven from God, prepared as a Bride (21:1-2). 

The new heavens and new earth for the first earth and the 
sea has passed (v. 1), as the old earth and sky are gone (Rev. 
20:11)); and the new heavens and new earth is a place 
where God’s righteousness dwells (2 Pet. 3:11-13). 

The holy city—the new Jerusalem (Rev. 3:12), is coming 
down from heaven from God, prepared as Bride (v. 2), the 
heavenly city by God where the Lamb, the bridegroom Jesus 
Christ reigns with those who believe in Him (Gal. 4:26, Rev. 
5:9-10).

b. The angel brought John in Spirit to see the Bride, the wife of 
the Lamb and the holy city of Jerusalem out of heaven from 
God, having the glory of God and was radiant like rare 
jewels, with gates named after the twelve tribes of Israel and 
with twelve foundations named after the apostles of the 
Lamb (21:9-21).

One of the seven angels holding the bowls full of the seven 
last plagues, bringing John to see the bride, the wife of the 
Lamb–the holy city of Jerusalem coming down out of 
heaven, having the glory of God (vv. 9-11). 

The new Jerusalem’s radiance is like of a rare jewel, with its 
gates inscribed with the twelve sons of Israel, which may 
symbolize the New Testament church with its twelve 
foundations with names of the apostles of the Lamb              
(vv. 12-14) as the ones who obeyed Jesus’ command to 
make disciples of all nations (Mt. 28:18-20), establishing the 
New Testament church as witnesses in Judea, Samaria and 
the ends of the world (Acts 1:1-8). 

The angel measured the city and its gates and walls, 
adorned with many precious jewels and precious metals     
(vv. 15-21). 

2. How is God described in the visions that John saw? Who is the 
One seated on the throne? Who is the Lamb and the Spirit? 

a. The One seated on the throne is God the Father: 
He prepares the bride of the Lamb (v. 2); will make His 
dwelling with His people as God (vv. 3, 7); will wipe every 
tear; take away death, mourning, crying, and pain; will be 
passing away the former things (v. 4); is the maker of all 
things new (v. 5); is the alpha and the omega, the beginning 
and end (v. 6a); and is source of the spring of water of life       
(v. 6b). 

b. The Lamb as the Son, Jesus Christ:  
He is the husband of the new Jerusalem, His bride (v. 2, 9); 
with His twelve apostles (v. 14); is the temple of the city and 
its servants (v. 22); is the light of the city as lamp (vv. 22-23); 
and has his book of life (v. 27). 

c. The Spirit, as the Holy Spirit: 
“…carried me away in the Spirit” (v. 10).

 
3. What is the signi�cance of the relationship of the One on 

the throne and the Lamb with the new holy city Jerusalem 
(21:1-2, 9-10)?  

The new holy city of Jerusalem, the Bride prepared by God as 
those who would live and reign  in righteousness with the 
Lamb Jesus Christ (21:1-2, 9-10).  

The Lamb Jesus Christ, will marry and be the husband and 
bridegroom to His bride, His wife (those who would believe in 
Him) (Rev. 19:6-10). 

The bridegroom and his bride are clothed in salvation and 
covered in righteousness by God, Isa. 61:10. 

Jesus, the husband and bridegroom, assures being with those 
who would believe in Him, becoming His bride, (John 14:1-7, 
26, Gal. 4:26, Rev. 5:9-10, 21:2). 

4.What is God’s assurance and promise to those who will 
believe and persevere for Him (21:3-8)? 

God assures and promises His dwelling amongst men as their 
God, declaring His completion making all things new, being 
the Alpha and Omega—being God who will give the thirsty a 
drink from the springs of water of life (21:3-8). 

The voice from the throne declares God’s dwelling with His 
people, promising and assuring to be their God (v. 3), 
a�rming “Immanuel”–God is with His people (Lev. 26:11-12; 
Zec. 8:8; Eph. 2:21-22). 

God will wipe away every tear, for there will be no more 
mourning, crying, pain, as they have passed away (v. 4, Rev. 
7:13-17). 

God will be making all things new and that He will exclaim as 
the Alpha and Omega, beginning and end that “it is done” 
(referring to Him making all things new, v. 5) declaring His 
sovereignty and rule over human history (v. 6, Rev. 1:8). 

God will give the thirsty a drink from His spring of living water     
(v. 6), the life that God gives as source of living water (Jer. 2:12) 
through Jesus Christ (Jn. 4:10, 7:38). 

God will be the God and will give a heritage to those who will 
conquer (Rev. 3:12), and be like His son, while sinners shall 
burn in the lake of fire and sulfur, the second death (vv. 7-8), 
proving His judgment to those who will conquer and 
overcome (v. 7), and death to those who would choose to 
remain in sin (2 Cor. 6:16) and not acknowledge and believe in 
God (Rom. 1:29-31).

5. What is God’s desire and purpose for the nations (21:22-27; 
22:1-5)? 

a. God promises to be the temple of His servants, lighting up 
the new city with glory and the Lamb as a lamp, bringing 
honor and glory to the nations, having those included in the 
book of life of the Lamb and not have anything unclean, 
detestable and false in it (21:22-27). 

The city had the Lord God and the Lamb as its temple. There 
was no need for sun and moon because God’s glory and the 
Lamb are as a lamp shone on the city (vv. 22-23).  This is 
consistent to Jesus symbolized as light of the world                
(Mt. 5:14-16, Jn. 8:12). The light of the Lord and the Lamb 
will be the light the nations walk in, and the city is the place 
where kings will bring their glory in through the gates that 
never shut, as it will have no night (vv. 24-26, Rev. 22:3). 

Nothing unclean, detestable and false will enter the city 
except those names written in the Lamb’s book of Life (v. 27), 
again proving His judgment to those who overcome (v. 7) 
and those who would not (Rom. 1:29-31, Rev. 21:7). 

b. God is the One who gives the river of life and the tree of life 
�owing from His throne and of the Lamb, where He will be 
worshipped and be with His servants, where nations would 
be healed and where He and His servants will reign forever 
with Him as their light, and His servants will be able to see 
His face and have God’s name written on their foreheads 
(22:1-5). 

The river of the water of life �owing from the throne and of 
the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city (v. 1) is 
described like that of the garden of Eden (Gen. 2:8-14) and 
the river seen by the prophet Ezekiel (Eze. 47:1-12). 

The tree of life on the side of the river, with its twelve kinds of 
fruit yielding each month (v. 2a), with the tree of life being 
the tree that gives life without death to those who eat of it 
(Gen. 2:9, 3:22; Rev. 2:7, 22:14).  

The leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations            
(v. 2b), where nations walk in the light of the Lamb, and the 
kings of the earth will bring glory to the Lamb (Rev. 21:24).  

The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and His 
servants will serve Him (v. 3); they will see His face, and His 
name will be on their foreheads (v. 4).

God will be the light of the servants of God, as there will be 
no night, and they will reign forever (v. 5, Rev. 21:22-23).

 WALK 
A Time for Accountability: Invitation to culminate in the 
implication of the Scripture (connect), implementation of a 
speci�c action (condúct), and intercession for the saints/
seekers (concern).
(about 35 minutes)

1. How did God assure the seven churches of Revelation 
through John’s vision of the new heavens, the new earth 
and the Holy City of Jerusalem? How can Christians and 
those who don’t know Jesus yet �nd the same hope and 
assurance, to overcome and conquer just like the seven 
churches (Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21)? 

2. Share and explain what keeps and prevents you from living 
and being ready as Jesus’ bride. In what concrete ways and 
examples can we prepare ourselves (Rev. 21:2) as 
Christians, as a growth group and as a church family (cf. Mt. 
25:1-12; 2 Cor. 4:16-18; 1 Pet. 1-2)? 

3. How can the group pray for you? Share now your personal 
needs or concerns with your accountability and prayer 
partners which may include things that need to be changed 
and the specific action to be implemented in obedience to 
God’s Word. As you intercede for each other (“saints”), pray 
also for others outside the group who need to know Jesus 
(“seekers”). 
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Lesson 24

“Jesus Sets up 1000-Year Kingdom, then 
Destroys Satan in Last Great Battle”

Revelation 20:1-15

WELCOME
A Time for Assembly: Introduction to congregate through    
ice breaker.
(about 10 minutes)

For Starting Communication: What is your vision or concept of 
a perfect world? Describe it.

WORSHIP 
A Time for Adoration: Inspiration to celebrate through the 
invocation, impartation of thanksgiving, invitation to worship 
and read the Scripture.
(about 25 minutes)

Suggested Songs : 

“10,000 Reasons,” “Rock of Ages,” “Blessed Assurance,” “All Hail 
The Power of Jesus Name”

Scripture Reading:  Rev. 20:1-15

WORD 
A Time for Admonition: Instruction to communicate one’s 
investigation of the story (content), interpretation based on 
the setting (context), and integration of the two for the 
spiritual truth (concept).
(about 50 minutes)

1. Describe what John saw in heaven in verses 1-3? What 
truths about God can we glean from these verses?

After John witnessed Jesus’ glorious return as the Faithful and 
True Rider on a white horse who defeated the beast and the 
kings of the earth and their armies (Rev. 19:11-21), he saw an 

angel coming down from heaven. The unnamed angel had 
the key to the Abyss. He was holding a great chain in his hand. 
He seized the dragon, the ancient serpent, who is the devil or 
Satan and bound him for a thousand years. He threw him into 
the Abyss, locked him up and put a seal on it to keep him from 
deceiving the nations until the 1,000 years were ended. After 
the thousand years, he will be set free for a short time.

The Abyss or bottomless pit (ESV) is the place that demons 
dread (see Luke 8:31). It may be the equivalent of Tartarus 
(translated as “hell” in 2 Peter 2:4), the place where evil angels 
or demons are chained in darkness while awaiting their final 
sentencing to the lake of fire. (Gromacki, 128)

From these verses, we can clearly see God’s sovereignty and 
control over the enemy. Satan is no match to God. In fact, God 
only deputized one of his angels, the unnamed angel, to seize 
Satan, bind him and imprison him in the Abyss. Satan’s power 
is limited by God. He only permits Satan to reign for a limited 
time according to His perfect plan and purposes. (BSF Lesson 
25, 2)
 

2. Describe what John saw in heaven in verses 4-6? What 
truths about God can we glean from these verses?

John saw thrones where those whom God gave the authority 
to judge were seated. The identity of these judges were not 
mentioned. However, we can find some clues from other parts 
of Scripture. 

In Matthew 19:28, Jesus told His disciples that those who 
followed Him will sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel. In Luke’s account of the last supper in Chapter 
22, Jesus told His disciples in verses 29 and 30: ”And I confer on 
you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred one on me, so that 
you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” 

The Apostle Paul stated in 1 Corinthians 6:2-3 that the saints 
will judge the world and angels. And in 2 Tim. 2:12, he told 
su�ering believers that if they endure, they will also reign with 
Christ. 

Jesus told the church in Laodicea in Rev. 3:21: “To him who 
overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just 
as I overcame and sat down with my Father on his throne.” 
And to the church in Laodicea, He promised the faithful 
believers: “To him who overcomes and does my will to the end, 
I will give authority over the nations - 'He will rule them with 
an iron scepter’” (Rev. 2:26-27a). In Revelation 1:6, John wrote 
that Christ has appointed believers to be “a kingdom and 
priests to serve his God and Father.” Moreover, in Revelation 
5:9-10, the 24 elders who are representative of the redeemed 
church sang: "You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its 
seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you 
purchased men for God from every tribe and language and 
people and nation. You have made them to be a kingdom and 
priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth." 
Based on these references, we can say that the redeemed 
church, the body of believers redeemed between the 
Pentecost and the Rapture will rule and judge with Christ 
during the thousand years. (Gromacki, 129)

In the second part of verse 4, John also saw the souls of those 
who were martyred because of their testimony for Jesus and 
the Word of God come to life (the first resurrection) and they 
reigned with Christ for a thousand years. These people were 
most probably martyred during the Great Tribulation because 
they did not worship the beast or his image. They chose to die 
instead of receiving the mark of the beast on their foreheads 
or their hands. Because of their uncompromising faith, they 
are blessed (with the privilege of entering the kingdom of 
God), and holy (MacArthur Study Bible, 1992). They will not 
experience the lake of fire, the second death (see Rev. 20:14), 
and they will serve as priests of God and of Christ during the 
thousand years. This 1,000-year reign of Christ on earth is 
commonly referred to as the millennial kingdom (See p. xx of 
Revelation study guide for a discussion on the di�erent 
interpretations of the millennial kingdom). Since the 
tribulation period is an extension of the OT prophecy for Israel 
given in Daniel 9:24-27, both OT and tribulation believers will 
share alike in this millennial authority. (Ibid.)

Who will they reign over? All tribulation believers who are 
alive when Christ returns will go into the millennial kingdom 
in their natural bodies. They will form the nucleus for the 
repopulation of the earth during the thousand years. They will 
have children and their children will reproduce too. There may 

also be people who did not join the Battle of Armageddon and 
so they will be alive during this period. Since there is no 
disease, the world will undergo a rapid population explosion. 
Believers in glorified bodies will reign over these human 
beings with natural physical bodies. (Ibid.)

In verse 5, John wrote that the rest of the dead did not come to 
life until the end of the thousand years. He also identified the 
raising of the believers as the first resurrection. Referring to a 
first resurrection implies that there will be a second 
resurrection. This second resurrection is the resurrection of the 
dead, all who are unsaved throughout all the ages, which will 
happen at the start of the Great White Throne Judgment 
described in Revelation 20:12-14.

From these verses, we see that Jesus Christ is the victorious 
and conquering King who is faithful and true and who will 
reign with His holy people as He promised to them.

3. What will happen when the thousand years are over 
(vv. 7-10)? What truths about God can we glean from these 
verses?

After the thousand years, Satan will be set free from the Abyss 
for a short time (Rev. 20:3). He will be allowed to go out and 
deceive people from all over the world and gather them for a 
final battle with God’s people. The deceived will come from the 
four corners of the earth and are referred to as “Gog and 
Magog.” These names appear in Ezekiel 38 and 39. However, in 
this particular context, they do not seem to represent any 
particular geographic region but rather opposition to God 
and Christ’s kingdom. (BSF Lesson 26 notes, p.5) It is 
astonishing to think that after the thousand-year reign of 
Christ on earth, people will still be deceived by Satan. This just 
goes to prove that man is innately sinful (see Mark 7:20-23, 
James 1:13-15 and 1 John 2:16) and all evil comes from a 
person’s heart. 

Satan will gather this vast army of deceived human rebels and 
they will march across the earth and surround the camp of 
God’s people, the city He loves. John did not name this city but 
it is most probably Jerusalem or a general designation for the 
Church. (BSF Lesson 26 Notes, p. 5) But God will come to His 
people’s rescue by sending fire from heaven that will devour 
these rebels. After this, the devil will be thrown into the lake of 

burning sulfur just like the beast and the false prophet and 
they will all be tormented day and night for all eternity.

From these verses, we can see that God is holy and will 
completely destroy evil. He will always protect His people from 
the enemy. He is sovereign and His purposes will always 
prevail. 

4. Describe what John saw in heaven in verses 11-15. What 
truths about God can we glean from these verses?

John saw a great white throne with Jesus seated on it. Jesus 
was appointed by God to judge the world with justice and God 
proved this by raising Him from the dead. (See Acts 17:31 and 
Revelation 3:21). John also saw the contaminated earth and 
sky �ee away from their Creator just as Jesus predicted in 
Matthew 24:35 (Gromacki, 130). Then he saw the dead, great 
and small, meaning every unbeliever regardless of social 
strata, standing before the throne and books recording all the 
things they had done opened. He saw the sea, death and 
Hades give up the dead that were in them and they were 
judged based on what they had done as recorded in the 
books.  He saw another book, the book of life, and anyone 
whose name was not found written in it was thrown in to the 
lake of fire, the second death. He also saw death and Hades 
thrown into the lake of fire.

From these verses, we see that Jesus is the Great and 
Righteous Judge who will judge every unbeliever based on 
what he has done as recorded in the books. We also see that 
God is omniscient and nothing any person does is hidden 
from His sight.

WALK 
A Time for Accountability: Invitation to culminate in the 
implication of the Scripture (connect), implementation of a 
speci�c action (condúct), and intercession for the saints/
seekers (concern).  
(about 35 minutes)

1. How does the certainty of Satan’s defeat a�ect the way you 
think about God and serve Him in this present world that is 
�lled with opposition to Him? 

2. How do the rewards of those who were martyred because 
of their testimony about Jesus and the word of God 
encourage you to share your faith and testimony to people 
who are resistant to God and the Gospel? Is there anyone 
whom God may be prodding you to share the Gospel this 
week? 

3. How can you guard yourself from Satan’s deception and 
in�uences and be victorious?

4. Are you sure that your name is in the book of life? If you are, 
how are you sharing this good news to people in your 
spheres of in�uence? If you are not, what must you do to be 
saved from hell?  

5.  How can the group pray for you? Share now your personal 
needs or concerns with your accountability and prayer 
partners which may include things that need to be changed 
and the specific action to be implemented in obedience to 
God’s Word. As you intercede for each other (“saints”), pray 
also for others outside the group who need to know Jesus 
(“seekers”). 

References:

Bible Study Fellowship (BSF) Revelation Lesson 25 Notes. San Antonio, Texas, 2015.

Gromacki, Robert G. Revelation: Future Events-Present Hope. Regular Baptist Press,   
 Schaumburg, IL, 2000.

MacArthur, John (Gen Ed). The MacArthur Study Bible (New American Standard Bible Updated  
 Edition by The Lockman Foundation). Thomas Nelson, Inc., 2006.
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Lesson 25

“The New Heaven and the New Earth”
Revelation 21:1-22:5

WELCOME
A Time for Assembly: Introduction to congregate through    
ice breaker.
(about 10 minutes)

For Starting Communication: Describe the most beautiful place 
you have visited in the Philippines, and explain why you consider 
it the most beautiful (ex. Coron, Palawan, Banawe Rice Terraces, 
etc.). 
(We may have visited and seen many beautiful tourist 
destinations and even put them in our list of a dream vacations, 
yet our study reveals an incomparable and unparalleled beauty 
that God has in store to the seven churches and even to us 
believers today.)   

WORSHIP 
A Time for Adoration: Inspiration to celebrate through the 
invocation, impartation of thanksgiving, invitation to worship 
and read the Scripture.
(about 25 minutes)

Suggested Songs : 

“To God Be the Glory Great Things He Hath Done”, 
“Indescribable”, “This Kingdom”, “Let Creation Sing” 

Scripture Reading:  Rev. 21:1-22:5

WORD 
A Time for Admonition: Instruction to communicate one’s 
investigation of the story (content), interpretation based on 
the setting (context), and integration of the two for the 
spiritual truth (concept).
(about 50 minutes)

1. What did John see in his visions? Describe the new 
heavens, the new earth and the new holy city of Jerusalem 
and what do they represent (vv. 21:1-2; 9-21). 

a. John saw the new heavens and new earth and the new holy 
city of Jerusalem, the Holy City of God, coming down of 
heaven from God, prepared as a Bride (21:1-2). 

The new heavens and new earth for the first earth and the 
sea has passed (v. 1), as the old earth and sky are gone (Rev. 
20:11)); and the new heavens and new earth is a place 
where God’s righteousness dwells (2 Pet. 3:11-13). 

The holy city—the new Jerusalem (Rev. 3:12), is coming 
down from heaven from God, prepared as Bride (v. 2), the 
heavenly city by God where the Lamb, the bridegroom Jesus 
Christ reigns with those who believe in Him (Gal. 4:26, Rev. 
5:9-10).

b. The angel brought John in Spirit to see the Bride, the wife of 
the Lamb and the holy city of Jerusalem out of heaven from 
God, having the glory of God and was radiant like rare 
jewels, with gates named after the twelve tribes of Israel and 
with twelve foundations named after the apostles of the 
Lamb (21:9-21).

One of the seven angels holding the bowls full of the seven 
last plagues, bringing John to see the bride, the wife of the 
Lamb–the holy city of Jerusalem coming down out of 
heaven, having the glory of God (vv. 9-11). 

The new Jerusalem’s radiance is like of a rare jewel, with its 
gates inscribed with the twelve sons of Israel, which may 
symbolize the New Testament church with its twelve 
foundations with names of the apostles of the Lamb              
(vv. 12-14) as the ones who obeyed Jesus’ command to 
make disciples of all nations (Mt. 28:18-20), establishing the 
New Testament church as witnesses in Judea, Samaria and 
the ends of the world (Acts 1:1-8). 

The angel measured the city and its gates and walls, 
adorned with many precious jewels and precious metals     
(vv. 15-21). 

2. How is God described in the visions that John saw? Who is the 
One seated on the throne? Who is the Lamb and the Spirit? 

a. The One seated on the throne is God the Father: 
He prepares the bride of the Lamb (v. 2); will make His 
dwelling with His people as God (vv. 3, 7); will wipe every 
tear; take away death, mourning, crying, and pain; will be 
passing away the former things (v. 4); is the maker of all 
things new (v. 5); is the alpha and the omega, the beginning 
and end (v. 6a); and is source of the spring of water of life       
(v. 6b). 

b. The Lamb as the Son, Jesus Christ:  
He is the husband of the new Jerusalem, His bride (v. 2, 9); 
with His twelve apostles (v. 14); is the temple of the city and 
its servants (v. 22); is the light of the city as lamp (vv. 22-23); 
and has his book of life (v. 27). 

c. The Spirit, as the Holy Spirit: 
“…carried me away in the Spirit” (v. 10).

 
3. What is the signi�cance of the relationship of the One on 

the throne and the Lamb with the new holy city Jerusalem 
(21:1-2, 9-10)?  

The new holy city of Jerusalem, the Bride prepared by God as 
those who would live and reign  in righteousness with the 
Lamb Jesus Christ (21:1-2, 9-10).  

The Lamb Jesus Christ, will marry and be the husband and 
bridegroom to His bride, His wife (those who would believe in 
Him) (Rev. 19:6-10). 

The bridegroom and his bride are clothed in salvation and 
covered in righteousness by God, Isa. 61:10. 

Jesus, the husband and bridegroom, assures being with those 
who would believe in Him, becoming His bride, (John 14:1-7, 
26, Gal. 4:26, Rev. 5:9-10, 21:2). 

4.What is God’s assurance and promise to those who will 
believe and persevere for Him (21:3-8)? 

God assures and promises His dwelling amongst men as their 
God, declaring His completion making all things new, being 
the Alpha and Omega—being God who will give the thirsty a 
drink from the springs of water of life (21:3-8). 

The voice from the throne declares God’s dwelling with His 
people, promising and assuring to be their God (v. 3), 
a�rming “Immanuel”–God is with His people (Lev. 26:11-12; 
Zec. 8:8; Eph. 2:21-22). 

God will wipe away every tear, for there will be no more 
mourning, crying, pain, as they have passed away (v. 4, Rev. 
7:13-17). 

God will be making all things new and that He will exclaim as 
the Alpha and Omega, beginning and end that “it is done” 
(referring to Him making all things new, v. 5) declaring His 
sovereignty and rule over human history (v. 6, Rev. 1:8). 

God will give the thirsty a drink from His spring of living water     
(v. 6), the life that God gives as source of living water (Jer. 2:12) 
through Jesus Christ (Jn. 4:10, 7:38). 

God will be the God and will give a heritage to those who will 
conquer (Rev. 3:12), and be like His son, while sinners shall 
burn in the lake of fire and sulfur, the second death (vv. 7-8), 
proving His judgment to those who will conquer and 
overcome (v. 7), and death to those who would choose to 
remain in sin (2 Cor. 6:16) and not acknowledge and believe in 
God (Rom. 1:29-31).

5. What is God’s desire and purpose for the nations (21:22-27; 
22:1-5)? 

a. God promises to be the temple of His servants, lighting up 
the new city with glory and the Lamb as a lamp, bringing 
honor and glory to the nations, having those included in the 
book of life of the Lamb and not have anything unclean, 
detestable and false in it (21:22-27). 

The city had the Lord God and the Lamb as its temple. There 
was no need for sun and moon because God’s glory and the 
Lamb are as a lamp shone on the city (vv. 22-23).  This is 
consistent to Jesus symbolized as light of the world                
(Mt. 5:14-16, Jn. 8:12). The light of the Lord and the Lamb 
will be the light the nations walk in, and the city is the place 
where kings will bring their glory in through the gates that 
never shut, as it will have no night (vv. 24-26, Rev. 22:3). 

Nothing unclean, detestable and false will enter the city 
except those names written in the Lamb’s book of Life (v. 27), 
again proving His judgment to those who overcome (v. 7) 
and those who would not (Rom. 1:29-31, Rev. 21:7). 

b. God is the One who gives the river of life and the tree of life 
�owing from His throne and of the Lamb, where He will be 
worshipped and be with His servants, where nations would 
be healed and where He and His servants will reign forever 
with Him as their light, and His servants will be able to see 
His face and have God’s name written on their foreheads 
(22:1-5). 

The river of the water of life �owing from the throne and of 
the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city (v. 1) is 
described like that of the garden of Eden (Gen. 2:8-14) and 
the river seen by the prophet Ezekiel (Eze. 47:1-12). 

The tree of life on the side of the river, with its twelve kinds of 
fruit yielding each month (v. 2a), with the tree of life being 
the tree that gives life without death to those who eat of it 
(Gen. 2:9, 3:22; Rev. 2:7, 22:14).  

The leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations            
(v. 2b), where nations walk in the light of the Lamb, and the 
kings of the earth will bring glory to the Lamb (Rev. 21:24).  

The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and His 
servants will serve Him (v. 3); they will see His face, and His 
name will be on their foreheads (v. 4).

God will be the light of the servants of God, as there will be 
no night, and they will reign forever (v. 5, Rev. 21:22-23).

 WALK 
A Time for Accountability: Invitation to culminate in the 
implication of the Scripture (connect), implementation of a 
speci�c action (condúct), and intercession for the saints/
seekers (concern).
(about 35 minutes)

1. How did God assure the seven churches of Revelation 
through John’s vision of the new heavens, the new earth 
and the Holy City of Jerusalem? How can Christians and 
those who don’t know Jesus yet �nd the same hope and 
assurance, to overcome and conquer just like the seven 
churches (Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21)? 

2. Share and explain what keeps and prevents you from living 
and being ready as Jesus’ bride. In what concrete ways and 
examples can we prepare ourselves (Rev. 21:2) as 
Christians, as a growth group and as a church family (cf. Mt. 
25:1-12; 2 Cor. 4:16-18; 1 Pet. 1-2)? 

3. How can the group pray for you? Share now your personal 
needs or concerns with your accountability and prayer 
partners which may include things that need to be changed 
and the specific action to be implemented in obedience to 
God’s Word. As you intercede for each other (“saints”), pray 
also for others outside the group who need to know Jesus 
(“seekers”). 
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