
Today’s MESSAGE

Our topics continue the Biblical concept of the “Sanctity of Life” based on Genesis 9:5-6. But 
we now extend the same regard for the value of life as God priced it, to the unborn. We 
begin by establishing the following Biblical perspectives:

1. Life begins at fertilization (Psalm 139:13-16).
2. Abortion is not an option because it destroys human life 
    (Genesis 9:5-6; Exodus 20:13).
3. Marriage is to be held in honor among all, and physical intimacy within marriage 
    is pure before God, and must be kept pure (Heb. 13:4; 1 Cor. 7:3-5). 
4. Physical intimacy between a husband and wife is God’s appointed means to 
     produce children (Genesis 2:24).
5. It is acceptable for Christians to take advantage of existing medical technology for 

either preventing (family planning) or making birth more feasible (fertility 
improvement), as long as the speci�c methods do not violate the clear teaching of 
Scripture (Romans 14).

We start with abortion, which inevitably connects us with Family Planning and In Vitro 
Fertilization (IVF):

1. ABORTION AND THE CHRISTIAN
If the Bible indicates that a fetus is a person, then abortion is nothing less than murder (Genesis 
9:6; Exodus 20:13). 

• God regards conception as the moment at which personhood begins. 
o Psalm 139:13-16 exalts God for His creative work in the fashioning of the unborn 

baby. 
o Job 10:8-12 and 31:13-15 attribute divine value and human qualities to the 

unborn fetus. 

• The Bible overwhelmingly argues for the personhood of the prenatal fetus, while 
simultaneously denouncing the murder of unborn humans (Exodus 21:22-23). 
Because a fetus results from two persons, each made in the image of God, Scripture 
indicates that he/she is a person made in God’s image. 

• God’s image in man (Genesis 1:26; James 3:9) is attacked by abortion. Abortion 
destroys the image of God in the fetus by killing the baby. 

Abortion and the Pregnant Woman
Every woman should consider these options before doing anything one would regret later:

1. Keep the baby. This might be the most difficult choice to make. But it could be the 
     best. 

2. Adoption.  A mother does not “give up” a baby for adoption; she chooses a life for 
her child — a life where the child can grow under the care and support of another 
family.

3. Half-way houses. They serve as a temporary refuge for single mothers facing 
unexpected pregnancies. 

Abortion and GCF
How can GCF help women considering an abortion or who’ve already had one?

1. We can help educate women so that they do not make this decision in the �rst 
     place. 
2. For women who already had an abortion: Pastors and other Christians can o�er the 

hope of the gospel to someone who desperately longs for forgiveness and 
salvation (Psalm 103:8-12).

2. FAMILY PLANNING AND THE CHRISTIAN
• Though the principle of family planning is not forbidden in Scripture, not all 
methods of birth control are acceptable. Any form of birth control that destroys the 
fertilized ovum is tantamount to murder (Genesis 9:5-6; Psalm 139:13-16).

• What is our response to the Reproductive Health (RH) Law? Christians should 
support in prayer and other means the features of the RH Law that do not violate any 
biblical standards:

1. We are for: the RH Law to make available non-abortifacient means of contra-
ception especially to �nancially-challenged married couples.

2. We are for: a focus on spiritual instruction and values education, and this must 
include the parents; this in lieu of plain sex education of preteens as proposed. 

3. We are against: the distribution of condoms in High Schools being proposed. 

3. IN VITRO FERTILIZATION (IVF) AND THE CHRISTIAN
The Bible does not specifically address IVF per se. Nonetheless, the same Bible principles 
that govern abortion and family planning apply:

1. Because physical intimacy between a husband and wife is the means God designed 
to produce o�spring (Heb. 13:4, Gen. 2:24) Christians should not use methods that 
employ donated eggs or sperm from a third party. 

2. IVF is not acceptable for a couple in an unbiblical union (e.g. an unmarried couple 
living together; or a homosexual relationship) or a single individual seeking to 
have a child.

3. Every egg fertilized between a husband and a wife should as much as possible be 
implanted. Preferably, only two eggs (or a maximum of three) should be fertilized, 
since that is the greatest number the womb can reasonably sustain.

4. If frozen fertilized eggs exist, all of them (though not exceeding three at a time) 
should be implanted in the biological mother. None should be destroyed.

Along with various medical options, Christian couples should prayerfully consider 
adoption, which is both viable and God-honoring (James 1:27; Rom. 8:15).
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