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The Parable
of the Prodigal Dad

LUKE 15:11-24

Jesus told three parables in response to a situation in Luke 15:1-2. They
were about the same thing: the redemptive love of God for us, and the need
for us to have a redemptive love for others. This point meets its highlight in
the third parable, often called “The Parable of the Prodigal Son” but is really
more about the prodigal dad.

The parable divides neatly into two parts, each instructive to all regardless
of age or role in life:

Part 1: HOW TO FAIL VERY BADLY IN LIFE.
This first part reads like a manual on how to sabotage your

own existence —

- Demand what can be yours until you get it.
‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’

- Separate yourself from those who love you.
...gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country

- Live any way you want to. Make your own rules and follow them.
...he squandered his property in reckless living.

- Settle to survive. Just settle.
...hired himself out... to feed pigs

Sad to say, many lives, even those that started in church, will resemble this.
Some publicly, many secretly. Most will be like this because they have no
personal relationship with Christ (which is really the point of the story).
Some despite that (a reality we can’t gloss over).
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Part 2: HOW REDEMPTION REALLY HAPPENS:
Jesus gives a picture of His redemptive heart, a heart all

dads can emulate —

- Redemption begins when you repent.
But when he came to himself... “Father, | have sinned against heaven
and before you”

- Repentance is completed when you return.
And he arose and came to his father.

« Redemption happens because there is a Redeemer —
someone who gladly takes the pain of what you did and chooses to
love you instead.
But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt
compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him.
‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his
hand, and shoes on his feet. And bring the fattened calf... let us eat
and celebrate... my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost,
and is found.’

The most important need in redemption is a Redeemer. You can repent all
you want and return all you can, but without a willing forgiver, a sacrificing
redeemer, you repent in vain.

How may this apply to us?

1. First, we love because God first loved us (1 John 4;19). We can love God,
and we can love others because we ourselves have been loved.

Let’s emulate the father, not the older brother.

2. Fathers can redeem the seemingly unredeemable by sacrificing
themselves to love the unlovely. That's the essence of redemption.
Dads, we can be like God in this sense.

3. If you have never come to faith in Christ, let this story be God’s call for
you to come home.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. In areal sense of the word, God is the ultimate single parent. In what ways can a
dad or single parent with a redemptive heart be acting like God?

2. ltis often said that “hurt people, hurt people”. In a better sense, loved people are
loving people. Why should that be true for believers unconditionally and unilaterally
loved by God?

3. End the time in prayer, asking God to bless all the fathers in the group or the fathers
that you know, to be empowered by God to be as redemptive as God.
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WORSHIP

THROUGH GIVING

Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
2 Corinthians 9:7

If you are led to give, you may do so through the following means:

Account Name: Greenhills Christian Fellowship, Inc.

BDO PAYPAL
BDO Corporate Center Please visit gcf.org.ph/give
Savings Account: 000661590216

Scan QR code below:
METROBANK
Ortigas Sapphire GCASH
Savings Account: 629-3-62919733-9

CHINA BANK
Ortigas ADB
Savings Account: 1112-02006218

BPI
Ortigas Emerald
Peso Savings Account: 9823 0217 O1 PAYMAYA

UNIONBANK
UB Plaza
Checking Account: 0005-9001-0426

ROBINSONS BANK
Main Office
Savings Account: 1000-3010-0017-355

Send a copy of your transaction document to finance@gcf.org.ph so your giving
can be properly recorded and an official receipt can be sent to you.

GCF BAYANIHAN FOOD STALLS

The GCF Mercy Ministry continues to accept donations, here’s how:

For In-Kind Donations: drop off at the GCF Lobby from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM.

For Cash Donations: give via the GCF bank accounts (gcf.org.ph/give).

Email your deposit slip to finance@gcf.org.ph with the subject

“For Bayanihan Food Stall”.

For questions, contact the Mercy Ministry at 0917 532 7672 or mercy@gcf.org.ph

COVID-19 EMERGENCY RESPONSE EFFORTS
You may also give to support the church family’s COVID relief efforts.
Just indicate “For COVID-19 Fund”’when you email your transaction document.
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CHURCH

UPDATES

REMINDERS OF GOD’S CARE AND FAITHFULNESS DEVOTIONALS
Mondays and Fridays | 8:00 p.m. | Livestream on GCF Facebook and YouTube

MIDWEEK WORSHIP SERVICE
Wednesdays | 8:00 p.m. | via Zoom

LIVEstream (Youth LIVE Worship)
Saturdays | 5:00 p.m. | on youtube.com/user/gcfyouthlive

KIDS’ L.I.F.E. ONLINE SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sundays | 1:00 p.m | on Facebook at @GCFKidsLIFE

THE GCF FAMILY’S HOUR OF PRAYER
Thursdays | 8:00 p.m. | 9 p.m. | via Zoom

HEAVEN, HELL, AND LIFE AFTER DEATH (7-WEEK ONLINE BIBLE STUDY)
Sundays | 8:15 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. | via Zoom

Pre-registration required:

(Precept) Ms Goldie/Jen: 0917-7732378 « (GCF) Marj: 0917-7791549

Register here: https:/forms.gle/AbFBoqYTOWcly5FX7

LOOK UP AND MOVE OUT
Let us plant churches with a high view of God and a high view of God’s word!
Visit bit.ly/GCFChurchPlanting to find out more!

TELECONSULTATION SERVICE
For appointments or questions, please contact:
gcfocstef@gmail.com (9:00 AM - 12:00 NN) « gcfocluan@gmail.com (1:00 - 4:00 PM)

LISTEN: TESTIMONIES AND STORIES OF WISDOM

June 29 and July 6 | Tuesdays 8:00 PM via Zoom
bit.ly/WorkplaceFellowship | Passcode: Workplace

HOW CAN WE PRAY FOR YOU?

Message us your prayer requests at:
Facebook: Greenhills Christian Fellowship | E-mail: pray@gcf.org.ph

GROW IN A GROWTH GROUP

#HEBREWS10 GROWTH GROUP | MIXED (AGE 35 TO 60)
Sundays | 3:00 p.m. | via Zoom | Kit Paraso

ONLINE VISITOR’S CENTER

Are you joining us for the first time? We would love to get to know you more!
Visit bit.ly/GCFwelcome

‘Greenhills Christian Fellowship
Know Christ and Make Him Known

Ruby cor. Garnet Roads, Ortigas Center, Pasig City, 1605
Monday to Friday, 9:00.a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Q} (02) 8632 1357 [%] 8632 1354 to 56 @ gcf.org.ph X email@gcf.org.ph




