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Suggested icebreaker:
Ask one or two of your GG 
members to share their unique 
and encouraging experience 
being welcomed and or hosted in 
someone else’s home or what it 
was like for them when they were 
welcomed in church through the 
“right hand of fellowship.” Highlight 
what hospitality does for other 
people (friends or strangers). Share 
one key lesson you learned from 
someone’s hospitality.

Suggested songs:
• Beloved, Let Us 

Love One Another
• Generous Giver

WELCOME: 
Fixing 
Our Focus

WORSHIP:
Adoring 
Our God

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GRjiOVsUF6o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GRjiOVsUF6o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a-5JowPZH-w
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WORD & WALK: 
Understanding & Applying the Word

LESSON AIM 
1. GG members learn to welcome joyfully their brothers and sisters in the church 

and to “accept” one another in the same way as Christ has accepted us. 
2. GG members learn that when they make people feel welcome, it is telling them 

“I value you, you are important to me!” 
3. GG members learn that hospitality is motivated by love for God and others. It is 

integral to our Christian service, involves sacrifice and honors God. 

INTRODUCTION
The command to “accept” one another doesn’t just mean to tolerate other believers. 
We are to welcome our brothers and sisters in the Church in the same way as 
Christ has accepted us. We have no reason to refuse fellowship with a person whom 
Christ himself has accepted into His body. Welcoming one another as Christ has 
welcomed us is following His example. This honors God and it is God who grants 
us the endurance and encouragement to live in harmony with fellow believers 
(Romans 15:5-6).
 
Believers are commanded to welcome one another for the glory
of God (Romans 15:7)
Paul reminded the “strong believers” in the previous verses (Rom. 15:1-4) of their 
obligation to support the “weak believers” instead of living selfishly to satisfy their 
own desires. At the core of the Christian life is our duty to strengthen others. Christ 
is our supreme model of living for the glory of God.
 
1.   How did Paul describe “strong believer” and “weak believer”? How are we to   
     support the weak in such a way that honors God?
2.  What does it mean to welcome our brothers and sisters in the Church? Why is   
     this command important for every believer to obey?
3.  What would a Church be like when every member feels genuinely welcome?   
     How will that kind of body life impact the community?

Application
Do you have a sense of belonging in your Church? Do you feel welcome and 
accepted for who you are and who you are not? This coming week, volunteer to be 
a greeter/welcomer in the Church services and see the kind of impact you bring on 
others. Look for ways to support those who are weak and hurting.
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Understanding & Applying the Word

Believers are to show hospitality without grumbling (1 Peter 4:9)
Hospitality can be defined as “the quality or disposition of receiving and treating 
guests and strangers in a warm, friendly, generous way.” In the New Testament, 
the Greek word for hospitality is literally translated “love of strangers.” Hospitality 
is a virtue that is both commanded and commended throughout the Bible. God 
specifically commanded His people to practice hospitality: “When a stranger 
sojourns with you in your land, you shall not do him wrong. You shall treat the 
stranger who sojourns with you as the native among you, and you shall love him 
as yourself, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God.” 
(Lev. 19:33-34)

Peter addressed his letter to the “scattered Christians” (1 Pet. 1:1) and it is not 
surprising that these believers were seen as strangers or aliens in the world. They 
have been separated from their homes. This tells us how critically important and 
relevant the call to welcome strangers is.

1.  Read Matthew 10:9-10, according to this passage did Jesus and His disciples   
    depend on the hospitality of others as they ministered from town to town? 
    How did the hospitality of others play an important part to the success of 
    God’s work? 
2. The early Christians also depended on and received hospitality from 
    others (Acts 2:44-45; 28:7). How did the generous hospitality of the well-to-do           
    contribute to the health and growth of the Church? Should we exercise the   
    same hospitality in our time? 
3. What makes some Christians afraid to welcome or host others in their home?   
    How do overcome these barriers?

Application 
The writer of Hebrews reminds us not to forget to entertain strangers, for by so 
doing some people have entertained angels without knowing it (Hebrews 13:2). 
In Genesis we read of Abraham’s humble and generous display of hospitality 
to three strangers. He could have called on one of his many servants to tend 
to the three unannounced visitors. Yet Abraham personally tended to them and 
generously gave them the best he had. And, as it turned out, he had entertained 
the Lord and two angels (Genesis 18:1-8). Consider opening your home for Bible 
Study or host a new GG. Hospitality is predicated on our love for God and others.
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PRAYER ITEM
Hospitality is a specific way of loving one another (receiving others into our 
homes, making them feel welcome and meeting their needs by providing a 
place of fellowship and acceptance). Pray that God will make each of us, our GG 
and GCF a loving, caring and welcoming individual and community. Ask God for 
opportunities where you can exercise hospitality. Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to 
use you as an instrument where you can support the weak and meet the needs of 
others in tangible ways. Lastly, take time to thank and appreciate those who host 
your GG.

 

WORD & WALK: 
Understanding & Applying the Word

Your feedback is important to us. 
If you used this study guide in leading your growth group, 
please rate it at https://bit.ly/GCFSGFeedback. Thank you!
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