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If Jesus Never 
Rose Again
1 Corinthians 15:14–20

We all face this unavoidable reality: death. But into this universal 
problem, Christianity makes a staggering claim: death has 
been conquered literally, historically, and decisively by the 
resurrection of Christ.

Paul treats the resurrection as the pillar on which the entire 
Christian faith rests. Remove it, and everything falls apart. 
Establish it, and everything stands together!

1.	 IF JESUS NEVER ROSE FROM THE DEAD: CHRISTIANITY   
COLLAPSES (VV. 14–19)

	● All preaching is useless (v. 14).
	● Your faith is futile (v. 14, 17).
	● The apostles were liars (v. 15).
	● We are all unforgiven (v. 17).
	● All who died trusting Christ are damned forever (v. 18).
	● We are the most pathetic people alive (v. 19).

2.	 BECAUSE JESUS ROSE FROM THE DEAD: CHRIST IS  
     EVERYTHING (v. 20) 

   a.  Christ’s Resurrection is a factual assertion (v. 20a). 
Five proofs for the Resurrection (aside from the Bible’s 
self-assertions):
1.	 The attestation of Jesus' enemies: nobody denied the 

empty tomb.
2.	 The pre-Biblical creed in 1 Corinthians 15:3-8.
3.	 Two unlikely conversions: Paul and James. 
4.	 Two non-Christian historians: Josephus and Tacitus.
5.	 The voluntary death of eyewitnesses.

   b.  Christ’s Resurrection is the guarantee of ours (v. 20b).
The firstfruits were the initial harvest and served as a 
guarantee of the full harvest to come (John 14:19).

FINAL THOUGHTS
Because Christ has been raised, everything changes: sin can be 
forgiven. Death is defeated. Hope is sure. Jesus is Lord!

Don’t treat the resurrection as seasonal sentiment. Believe it. 
Build your life upon it. Proclaim it because everything depends 
on it. 

“But in fact Christ has been raised 
from the dead.” 

HAPPY RESURRECTION DAY!

RESURRECTION SUNDAY MESSAGE Sermon Notes



SUNDAYS

SATURDAYS

WEDNESDAYS

8:00 AM    English
10:30 AM   English
Auditorium B

5:30 PM   Traditional
Auditorium B

6:30 PM 
Ortigas Community Worship
GCF Chapel, Ground Floor

3:00 PM   Filipino
5:30 PM   English
Auditorium A

Livestream is available during the 
10:30 AM and 3:00 PM Sunday 
Services. The recording of the 
Traditional Service will be streamed 
on Sundays at 5:30 PM.

KIDS on SUNDAYS

YOUTH on SATURDAYS

YOUNG ADULTS on FRIDAYS

BIBLE STUDY on SUNDAYS

PRAYER HOUR on THURSDAYS

OUTREACH on WEDNESDAYS

8:00 AM,
3:00 PM,
5:30 PM

| 4:00 PM

| 10:30 AM 

| 7:00 PM

| 9:30 AM

| 8:00 PM

| 9:30 AM

| 5:30 PM

| 9:30 AM

Kids L.I.F.E. Sunday School
Ages 2–6 • Toddler’s Center
Ages 7–12 • 4th Floor

Youth L.I.V.E. Discipleship Gathering
For ages 13 to 20 • Fellowship Hall

Ages 2–3 • Toddler’s Center
Ages 4–12 • 4th Floor

YA Fridays
For ages 20s to 40s • Fellowship Hall

Sunday Bible School (SBS)
Open to all • GCF Chapel
“Like Jesus” Youth Bible Study
For all high school students • Room B406
Men's Growth Group Express
Open to all men • Room A109

GCF Family’s Hour of Prayer
Open to all • Online via Zoom
Zoom link: bit.ly/GCFHourOfPrayer
Meeting ID: 848 3227 7763 • Passcode: 984990

Ortigas Community Outreach
Open to all • Fellowship Hall

All ages 13 and above, worship with your parents at the Auditorium

WORSHIP
WITH US AT
GCF ORTIGAS

THE CHARACTER OF GOD
God is holy, pure, and just. He rightfully and righteously judges and punishes all sin.

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 
the whole earth is full of his glory!” (Isaiah 6:3)

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God...” (Romans 3:23)

“Jesus said “I am the way, and the truth, and 
the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me.” (John 14:6)

“Who will not fear you, O Lord, and glorify 
your name? For you alone are holy.” 
(Revelation 15:4)

“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness 
of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress 
the truth.” (Romans 1:18)

“For the wages of sin is death, 
but the free gift of God is eternal life 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23)

“The Lord Jesus is calling out to us: “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and 
lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” (Matthew 11:28–30)

“Lord Jesus, be merciful to me—a sinner. I believe that You are the Son of God who took the penalty for 
my sins on the Cross. I humbly ask You to be my Savior and submit to you as my LORD forever. Amen.”

WHAT MUST WE DO?
Come to the Lord Jesus for forgiveness and salvation:

THE CRISIS WE FACE
We all have failed God’s standard and face God’s righteous judgment.

THE CALL OF JESUS
The Lord Jesus is God’s only way for us to be forgiven and reconciled to God. He took the 
judgment for our sins on the Cross, and whoever comes to Christ for forgiveness, 
He gives new life and an eternal relationship with God.

TRUTHS ABOUT LIFE & DEATH Share this with your friends and 
family who need to know Christ!



Growth Group Leaders Training 1 (4 Sessions)

Women’s Monthly Bible Studies

JOY: High School Camp 2026

“Effective Parenting in a Defective World” 
A 9-Session Parenting Seminar

Starting 
April 11 
until May 2 
(Saturdays)

April 18  
(Saturday)

May 29–31   
(Fri to Sun)

April 18  
(Saturday)

April 18  
(Saturday)

Starting 
April 12 
until June 7  
(Sundays)

12:00 NN – 3:00 PM
Youth Center, 6th Floor
Open to all GCFers endorsed 
by their GG Leader
Register now via gcf.link/GGLT

Naomi Women (for widows)
9:00 AM – 12:00 NN
Fellowship Hall, Ground Floor
Register now via gcf.link/Naomi

CCT Tagaytay
Php 3,500 per person
Open to all high school students
Registration and payment info at 
gcf.link/Camp2026

SHE (for single women)
10:30 AM – 12:00 NN
Room B122, Ground Floor
Register now via 
gcf.link/SHEBrunchFellowship

SupaMom Mental Health Talk 2
1:00 – 4:00 PM
Room BM02-BM03, Mezzanine Floor 
Open to all single moms
Register now via gcf.link/SupaMoms

9:30 – 10:30 AM
Room B302-303, 3rd Floor
For inquiries, contact Janette at 
0917 532 1921

UPCOMING
ACTIVITIES
AT GCF ORTIGAS

QUESTIONS 
ABOUT 
GCF ORTIGAS?
Want to join a Growth 
Group? Looking to apply 
for church membership? 
Curious about the various 
ministries? Visit the new 
INFO HUB at the Lobby.

DO YOU NEED 
SOMEONE TO 
TALK TO?
If you need Biblical 
counseling, we are here 
to help. Call the 
GCF ERCC Hotline at 
0917 532 7794.

ARE YOU HERE 
FOR THE 
FIRST TIME?
We would love to connect 
with you after every 
Worship Service. Our 
pastors and team are 
excited to meet you! 
Drop by Room BM07 at 
the Mezzanine Floor or
reach out to us at
gcf.link/GCFWelcome
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visit gcf.org.ph/give
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THE
SHEPHERD'S
VOICE

Pastor Larry Pabiona 
Senior Pastor

CHRIST IS RISEN!
This responsive greeting, “Christ is risen!” followed by “He is 
risen indeed!” is one of the oldest liturgical acclamations in 
Christianity. Its origins lie in the worship services of the early 
church, and it later spread widely across global Christianity. 
The closest Biblical basis is Luke 24:34 — “The Lord has risen 
indeed.” This verse provides both the content (“risen indeed”) 
and the affirmative, declarative tone. This greeting was used 
during Easter worship services, in daily greetings throughout 
the Easter season, and even as a confession of faith.

Today, it is common in evangelical and Reformed churches as 
a call-and-response affirmation on Easter Sunday, often used at 
the start of sermons or services. This exchange is not merely 
traditional; it is theologically loaded —

“Christ is risen”:  proclamation of a historical event. 
“He is risen indeed”: affirmation and communal confession.

As you raise your hearts and voices in prayer and singing 
today, may you discover through God’s Word how true this is: 
because Christ is risen, then everything in your life as a genuine 
Christ-follower has meaning and purpose. The good times are 
all from His unmerited favor, “He who did not spare His own 
Son but gave Him up for us all, how will He not also with Him 
graciously give us all things?” (Romans 8:32). And the seemingly 
“bad” are all according to this premise, “that for those who love 
God all things work together for good, for those who are called 
according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28). What a wonderful 
Savior. Christ is risen indeed.  

HAPPY RESURRECTION DAY, GCF FAMILY!


