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What's the code-owners 
plugin?



What's the code-owners plugin?
● Gerrit plugin that adds support for code owners

(maintained by Google, available since Gerrit 3.3)

● Code Owners are users that own a path inside a 
repository and that need to approve changes that touch 
files under this path.

https://gerrit-review.googlesource.com/admin/repos/plugins/code-owners


What's the code-owners plugin? cont.
● For details see this presentation.

● Documentation:
setup guide, UI walkthrough, user guide, syntax, cookbook, REST API

● Alternative plugins: owners, find-owners (deprecated)

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1DupBnGr3apIx-jzxi9cHzSgkI-2c1ouGu1teQ4khSfc/edit?usp=sharing
https://android-review.googlesource.com/plugins/code-owners/Documentation/index.html
https://android-review.googlesource.com/plugins/code-owners/Documentation/setup-guide.html
https://android-review.googlesource.com/plugins/code-owners/Documentation/how-to-use.html
https://android-review.googlesource.com/plugins/code-owners/Documentation/user-guide.html
https://android-review.googlesource.com/plugins/code-owners/Documentation/backend-find-owners.html#syntax
https://android-review.googlesource.com/plugins/code-owners/Documentation/backend-find-owners-cookbook.html
https://android-review.googlesource.com/plugins/code-owners/Documentation/rest-api.html
https://gerrit-review.googlesource.com/admin/repos/plugins/owners
https://gerrit-review.googlesource.com/admin/repos/plugins/find-owners


Demo



Demo
1. Getting approval from code owners.

○ Add Code Owners to the Change.
○ Approve Change as a Code Owner.
○ Bypass the Code Owners in Emergency Cases.

2. Define code owners.

(demo script)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jBe3WUL1QZvlFumhm4Aj-iQ_mQE0cU2T84xEtxJ2ncE/edit?usp=sharing


Getting approval from 
code owners



Add Code Owners to the 
Change
(Change Owner)



Create a change



View the change



Code owners submit requirement



Code owner statuses



Code owner statuses



Suggest Code Owners



Suggest Code Owners



Suggest Code Owners



Select Code Owners



Select Code Owners



Select Code Owners



Code Owners Sorted by Score

Code owners with
highest scores



Show all code owners



Select Code Owners



Code Owners Added



Code Owners Added



Approve Change as a 
Code Owner
(Code Owner)



Approve as a Code Owner

Voting Code-Review+1 counts 
as a Code Owner Approval



Approve as a Code Owner

2 files approved 
now



Approve as a Code Owner



Bypass Code Owners in 
Emergency Cases
(Sheriff)



Override Code Owners Requirement



Override Code Owners Requirement



Override Code Owners Requirement

Other submit requirements 
are orthogonal and may still 

block the change submission



Define Code Owners
(Project Owner)



OWNERS files



OWNERS files

Code Owners are defined 
via email addresses



OWNERS files

Code Owners can be defined 
per file or file pattern



OWNERS files
Other OWNERS files can 

be imported



Add a Code Owner



OWNERS file validation



OWNERS file validation



Questions?


