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RECRUITING CALENDARS

With the end of the school 
year coming up, please 
remember that teams that 
are not in season are not 
allowed to require workouts 
or practice the week before 
finals (April 14-20) or the 
week of finals (April 21-27).

 The following sports are out 
of season, and may not have 
any CARA:

•	 Men’s Basketball
•	 Women’s Basketball
•	 Football (Discretionary)
•	 Men’s Soccer
•	 Women’s Soccer
•	 Men’s Swimming & Diving
•	 Women’s Swimming & 

Diving
•	 Volleyball

If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact 
the Compliance Office.

CARA Rules

*Men’s Basketball dead period ends at noon on April 11. Contact period begins 
at 12:01 pm.

**The dead period for “All Other Sports” does not apply to Men’s & Women’s 
Soccer. This dead period applies to Men’s & Women’s Golf, Men’s & Women’s 
Swimming & Diving, and Tennis. Men’s & Women’s Soccer are still in a contact 
period.

DEAD PERIOD NOTES

BASEBALL
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MEN’S BASKETBALL*
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
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FOOTBALL
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WOMEN’S LACROSSE
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30

CC/TRACK & FIELD
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VOLLEYBALL
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ALL OTHER SPORTS**
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Iowa State Football, Basketball Guilty of

Major NCAA Violations

USATODAY.com 
STORY HIGHLIGHTS

•	 Report shows that school’s athletic coaches made 1,484 impermissible phone calls to recruits
•	 Rules violations involve more than 33 coaches and every athletic program, dating back to spring of 2011
•	 NCAA has identified 79 violations for which it will discipline Iowa State

Iowa State University athletic coaches made 1,484 impermissible phone calls to recruits and has agreed that it has committed 
“major violations” of NCAA rules, according to documents made public Wednesday.
 

The rules violations involve more than 33 coaches and every athletic program at the university and date back to the spring of 
2011, according to the a finding of facts that both Iowa State and the NCAA agree upon.
 

The school has recommended that the NCAA place it on probation for two years, among other penalties.
“We’ve been committed to being as transparent as possible throughout this entire process, which has been challenging given 
it has been an ongoing investigation and we did not receive the final report until this week,” Iowa State athletics director Jamie 
Pollard said in a statement. Iowa State first issued a press release about NCAA violations last week.

It appears the NCAA has identified 79 violations for which it will discipline the school. The report made public Wednesday states 
that “numerous violations occurred and the monitoring processes in place at the time failed to detect this ongoing, deficient 
practice.”
 
The report describes a “systemic failure” and states that “the institution’s coaches generally reported a lack of knowledge of the 
need to log all calls, even calls where no contact occurred or voicemail messages were left.”
Six current and former coaches — all in men’s basketball or football — were highlighted in the report for breaking rules.
 

Five coaches are currently on staffs at Iowa State or other schools. They could face penalties but are contesting that their 
violations were secondary in nature, not major. Those five: Iowa State assistant football coaches Shane Burnham and Bill Bleil; 
former football assistants Luke Wells and Bob Elliott; and former assistant basketball coach Daniyal Robinson.
 

Elliott is an assistant football coach at Notre Dame, Wells is an assistant at Utah State and Robinson is an assistant basketball coach 
at Houston.
 

Iowa State officials and coaches did not comment or could not be reached Wednesday evening. “We are continuing to refrain 
from public comment about the case in order to protect the integrity of the case,” said Tim Day, the university’s faculty athletics 
representative. “Public statements about our case can be perceived as attempts to affect the process.”
 

Notre Dame, however, issued the following statement regarding Elliott:
“Coach Bob Elliott has worked with the NCAA to provide details and ensure a full and accurate understanding of his role and 
the context of his involvement with the matter at Iowa State. Based on the nature of those violations, most of them inadvertent, 
we are confident that Coach Elliott shares Notre Dame’s unwavering commitment to NCAA rules. We believe that the sanctions 
already imposed by Iowa State and the steps taken by Notre Dame are appropriate and sufficient.”
 

Former student assistant basketball coach Keith Moore was the sixth coach involved. He was relieved of his job shortly after his 
involvement was discovered by men’s basketball coach Fred Hoiberg, the documents released Wednesday stated.
 

Moore could not immediately be reached for comment.

The investigation started in the spring of 2011 when Hoiberg discovered Moore had improperly contacted prospective recruits. 
The report said Hoiberg was at one of his son’s AAU basketball games when he ran into Moore. Based on NCAA rules, Hoiberg 
could legally be at the event because his son was a player, but Moore could not.
The report said Moore was later found to have sent 160 impermissible text messages and placed 12 impermissible telephone calls 
between August 2010 and August 2011.
 

The internal investigation cost the university nearly $30,000, according to invoices to Iowa State.
The Compliance Group, a Lenexa, Kan.,-based company charged the school a total of $29,744.30.
 

 



The university has made payments to the company between Feb. 28, 2011 and June 30, 2012. The statement shows investigator 
Chuck Smrt billed Iowa State for services on 12 dates in September 2011 and made at least three phone calls to the NCAA that 
month — months before the school informed the State Board of Regents that it had NCAA violations.
 

State Board of Regents President Craig Lang told the Des Moines Register last week that the Regents were informed of the 
school’s NCAA problems in January 2012.
 

Why NCAA calls violations ‘major’
The analysis by the NCAA enforcement staff contends that the “coaches named and at-risk should be found responsible for 
major violations because the violations were not isolated or inadvertent, and, based on the large number of impermissible calls, 
provided more than a minimal recruiting advantage.”
The NCAA’s report went on to say that:
 

“The total impermissible calls placed by the coaches was quite significant and the enforcement staff has consistently processed 
allegations as major that involve such a large number of calls.
 

“Even if the staff only took into account the culpable calls in determining whether to process the violations as major or secondary, 
the enforcement staff has processed allegations as major where individuals had placed fewer impermissible calls than those ... 
placed by coaches involved in this case.
 

“ ... Based on the large number of culpable calls for each coach, the enforcement staff believes that the calls were not inadvertent.”
 

The report continued: “The (NCAA enforcement) staff believes that as with most telephone call violations, the fact that the 
coaches were calling more often than other coaches resulted in more than a minimal recruiting advantage.”

Iowa State: Violations are not all ‘major’
While Iowa State and the NCAA agreed that “the case as a whole constitutes a major infractions case,” the school has contended 
that “some findings standing alone should be found to be secondary violations.”
In its initial report to the NCAA on Nov. 23, 2011, Iowa State argued that the violations should be deemed secondary because it 
thought the university “received a limited, if any, competitive and recruiting advantage” as a result of the impermissible calls and 
texts.
 

Iowa State also argued:
-- Nearly 82% of the impermissible calls were 3 minutes or less, which resulted in no contact between the coaching staff members 
and the prospect.
 

-- Coaching staff members did not deliberately violate rules.
-- Student-athletes interviewed during the investigation indicated their choice of institution was not affected by additional 
telephone calls.
 

The university’s internal investigation notes that some violations were made by former football coach Gene Chizik, former 
basketball coach Greg McDermott and former wrestling coach Cael Sanderson — as well as dozens of current coaches, including 
head football coach Paul Rhoads, women’s basketball coach Bill Fennelly and Hoiberg.
None of those coaches face NCAA sanctions, according to the report.
 

Iowa State said Rhoads, whose first year was in 2009, made 92 impermissible calls (11 were deemed “true” violations by the 
school); Fennelly was found to have made 23 impermissible calls (two were considered “true” violations) and Hoiberg made 10 
improper calls (three were called “true” violations).
 

Iowa State has taken several corrective actions, along with recommending the athletic department be placed on probation. 
Others include recruiting restrictions on every sport and investing $82,000 over three years in compliance and recruiting software.
 

The NCAA has yet to determine Iowa State’s final punishment, and no hearing date has been made public.
At Baylor last year, an internal investigation uncovered more than 1,200 phone calls and text messages in violation of NCAA policy 
over a 29-month span. The university and NCAA enforcement staff worked on a summary disposition in that case, which began in 
2008.
 

Baylor self-imposed penalties in that case, which the NCAA accepted, including three years of probation, recruiting restrictions 
and scholarship reductions.



BEARCHAT

Maggie McKinley
  Senior Associate Athletics Director for Compliance
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  Senior Director of Compliance & Rules Education
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  Assistant Director of Compliance
  Phone: (513) 556-0574     Email: brian.decarlo@uc.edu

Lindsay Jaffe
  Assistant Director of Compliance
  Phone: (513) 556-4835     Email: lindsay.jaffe@uc.edu

The Compliance Staff publishes the Compliance Corner monthly, and is 
designed by Brian DeCarlo. All comments or questions should be directed to 
Brandon at 556-0557 or brandon.wright@uc.edu

THE COMPLIANCE STAFF

Baseball - vs. Xavier, April 9 @ 7 pm 
M. Golf - @ BIG EAST Championships, April 28th - 30th
W. Golf - @ BIG EAST Championships, April 21st- 23rd
Lacrosse - vs. Notre Dame, April 7 @ 1 pm
Tennis - vs. Marquette, April 14 @ 11 am
Track & Field - All-Ohio Championships, April 12th - 13th

BEARCAT SPIRIT!

Search Facebook for:

Cincinnati Athletics Compliance

Follow us on Twitter:

@CincyCompliance
http://www.gobearcats.com/compliance/cinn-compliance.html

Coaches, please provide this information to your student-athletes.

REMINDER: You cannot be “friends” with a PSA on Facebook 
until the 1st permissible date that they can send general 

correspondence, which in sports other than MBB at UC is Sept. 1st 
of their junior year.

Follow us On Facebook & 
twitter!Check-Out Meetings

If your check-out meeting has not been scheduled 
already, we will be reaching out to schedule them 
soon. We will be doing them in conjunction with 
SASS, but they should not be any more than an 
hour.

If you do not receive anything about a check-out 
meeting, please reach out to your Compliance con-
tact to set up a meeting.

ALL ASSISTANT COACHES are now expect-
ed to be at the BEARCHAT Sessions. The new 
format includes the following changes:

•	 5th Floor Quiet Study Room
•	 30 minutes Compliance Education
•	 5-10 minutes SASS Updates
•	 25-30 minutes Best Practices/Idea 

Sharing between coaching staffs/
SASS/Compliance

•	 ALL SPORTS expected to attend

The next session will be held 
April 10th @ 10 AM

Topic: Continuing Eligibility

Donation Requests

All donation requests should go through the 
new link on our website: http://www.go-
bearcats.com/ot/request-donation.html

All requests will be sent to Maggie and for-
warded to the appropriate sport representa-
tive if approved. This applies to ALL SPORTS.

http://www.gobearcats.com/ot/request-donation.html
http://www.gobearcats.com/ot/request-donation.html

