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  MICHELLESALMON
Head Coach » 10th season overall   
Second season at Cincinnati

Michelle Salmon took over 

the reigns of the Cincinnati 

women’s soccer program in 

2008, becoming the fourth head 

women’s soccer coach in school history after spending two seasons 

at Ball State.

In her fi rst season at UC, Salmon led the Bearcats to their most 

successful season in the BIG EAST Conference. UC accomplished 

a 10-win season, earned its best fi nish in the BIG EAST regular 

season, and made a BIG EAST Women’s Soccer Championship 

Quarterfi nal appearance. Cincinnati’s 10 wins was its best in a 

season since 2002. 

Senior midfi elder Kristin May was named to the 2008 all-BIG EAST 

conference women’s soccer second team under Salmon’s guidance. 

Additionally, May and classmate Kim Sykes were named all-Ohio 

fi rst and second team, respectively. 

Academically, Sykes earned her third College Sports Information 

Director’s of America (CoSIDA) Academic All-District honor, 13 

players were placed on the coveted Topcat scholar list (3.5-4.0 GPA) 

and another fi ve players were named to the Bearcat Honor Roll 

(3.0-3.49 GPA). 

Rounding out the successful 2008 season was the announcement 

of Kim Sykes earning UC’s Female Scholar-Athlete Award and 

earning the most prestigious female-athlete award at Cincinnati, 

the Helen Norman Smith Award. 

Salmon guided the Ball State soccer program to unprecedented 

heights in her two seasons at the helm of the Cardinals. She led 

the team to its fi rst ever Mid-American Conference regular-season 

championship in 2006 and wasted no time capturing the programs’ 

second in 2007. The two-time MAC Coach of the Year held a 26-9-5 

record, including a 17-3-2 mark in league play, while at BSU. 

Salmon led Ball State to a 13-5-2 record in 2007, which included 

a 9-1-1 mark in MAC play. The Cardinals became the fi rst team in 

MAC history to win back-to-back outright regular-season titles, 

while the nine MAC victories tied for the most in a single season in 

Ball State history. The Cardinals fi nished the season ranked 10th in 

the Great Lakes Region by the National Soccer Coaches Association 

of America and 14th in the Great Lakes Region by Soccerbuzz. 

Ball State received numerous accolades for its play in 2007 as a 

program-record seven diff erent players were named to all-MAC 

teams. The seven players honored are tied for the most ever in MAC 

history by a single team. Ball State also excelled in the classroom 

as the Cardinals placed a program-record four players on the 

Academic all-MAC squad. 

 The Cardinals were led by the top defensive unit in the Mid-

American Conference and one of the top squads in NCAA Division I 

lin 2007. Ball State only allowed 13 goals against for the year and 

just fi ve goals against in MAC play. The Cardinals fi nished 16th in 

the nation in goals against average (0.626) and 35th in shutout 

percentage (0.50). The fi ve goals allowed in conference play are the 

fewest allowed by a MAC team in a 10-game plus season. Ball State 

posted a school record seven straight shutouts during the 2007 

season and fi nished the year with 10 total shutouts. 

 In her fi rst season at BSU, Salmon guided the Cardinals to their 

fi rst ever Mid-American Conference regular-season championship 

with a 13-4-3 overall record and an 8-2-1 mark in MAC action. 

The Cardinals’ 13 victories were tied for third most wins in a 

single season, while the eight conference wins are tied for most 

in program history. Salmon guided the Cardinals to a regional 

ranking in nine out of the 13 weeks during her fi rst season (Great 

Lakes Region – Soccerbuzz). Under her tutelage, the Cardinals 

excelled both on and off  of the fi eld. The Cardinals had four players 

earn fi rst-team all-MAC honors, marking the fi rst time in program 

history that feat was accomplished. She also placed three players 

on the NSCAA All-Region team — the fi rst time BSU has had 

multiple players on the all-Region squad. Senior midfi elder Amy 

THE MICHELLE SALMON FILE
personal information
Education:  Maryland (1998)

Collegiate Playing Experience: Maryland (1994-98)

coaching experience

Year School Position W-L-T

2000 UMBC Head Coach 6-9-3

2001 UMBC Head Coach 11-6-2

2002 UMBC Head Coach  5-11-2

2003 UMBC Head Coach 7-8-1

2004 UMBC Head Coach 8-10-0

2005 UMBC Head Coach 9-9-1

2006 Ball State Head Coach  13-4-3

2007 Ball State Head Coach  13-5-2

2008 Cincinnati Head Coach 10-7-3

Record as a Head Coach ......................................... 82-69-17 (.539)
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Holst also became the Cardinals fi rst ever ESPN The Magazine 

Academic All-American, earning second team accolades. BSU 

also had three players named Academic All-MAC under Salmon’s 

guidance.   

Prior to Ball State, Salmon spent six seasons as head coach at 

University of Maryland-Baltimore County. In just her second year 

at the helm of the program, she led the squad to the Northeast 

Conference Tournament fi nals and tutored the Retrievers to 

a second-place league fi nish with an 11-6-2 mark. A former 

all-American in soccer at Maryland, Salmon served as UMBC’s 

assistant coach in 1999 before being appointed head coach prior 

to the 2000 season. 

Salmon, who holds a USSF `A’ license, served as a senior regional 

staff  member of the United States Youth Soccer Association, 

where she helped evaluate players’ development and impact on 

the regional scene. She has also been the assistant coach of the 

United States Under-15 National Team and served as the USYSA 

Under-16 regional team head coach. 

In the summer of 2008, Salmon served as one of eight U.S. 

Under-14 National Program staff  coaches who interacted at the 

Under-14 level between National, State and Region coaches and 

administrators. As one of the coaches, she helped to discover 

the top young players in the nation and took part in U.S. Soccer’s 

Development Academy in Carson, Calif.

Salmon captained the Maryland Terrapins in 1997 and 1998 and 

led the program to three straight NCAA Tournament appearances 

from 1995 through 1997. In 1996, she was selected as a pre-

season all-America candidate. She fi nished her outstanding 

career second on the Terrapins’ all-time assists list. 

Salmon graduated from Maryland in 1998 with bachelor’s 

degrees in government and politics as well as criminology and 

criminal justice.

Salmon participated on the United States Olympic Festival 

squad in 1998 and represented the United States as a member 

of the Under-20 National Team from 1993 to 1995, as well as the 

Under-16 Team in 1991. 

Salmon was an all-American as a prep standout at Old Mill High 

School (Md.) and was inducted into the school’s Hall of Fame. She 

still holds the Anne Arundel County scoring record with 90 goals 

and 15 assists. 
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   CHRISKOUNS
Associate Head Coach » 2nd season

Chris Kouns, 

former head 

coach at 

Jacksonville 

University, joined 

the University of 

Cincinnati women’s soccer staff  as an assistant in 2008 

and was promoted to associate head coach after one 

season with the Bearcats.

Kouns was instrumental in Cincinnati’s most 

successful season since 2002 as the Bearcats fi nished 

the season 10-7-3 overall and advanced to the 

quarterfi nals of the 2008 BIG EAST Championship. 

He is UC’s recruiting coordinater and also assists with 

compliance and eligibility, camps and clinics, team 

travel and match analysis.  

Kouns spent four seasons on the sidelines at 

Jacksonville, where he led the Dolphins to the 2006 

Atlantic Sun Tournament Championship and the 

program’s second trip to the NCAA College Cup. JU 

made the A-Sun Tournament all four years of his 

tenure. A talented recruiter, Kouns brought in one 

A-Sun Freshman of the Year and his players earned 

six all-conference and fi ve all-freshman mentions. His 

teams also fared well in the classroom, as Jacksonville 

earned three straight NSCAA Team Academic Awards 

from 2004-2006 and had 54 players earn A-Sun All-

Academic honors. 

Kouns spent the 2003 and 2004 seasons as an 

assistant coach at the University of Pennsylvania. In 

2004, he helped lead the Quakers to a 9-5-3 mark 

and a fourth-place fi nish in the Ivy league. During his 

time at Penn, he helped develop two all-Ivy League 

performers, while the Quakers were ranked as high as 

No. 10 in the NSCAA Mid-Atlantic Regional rankings. 

Kouns also acted as the recruiting coordinator for the 

2003-04 recruiting class, which was considered one of 

the best in school history. 

Prior to coaching at Penn, Kouns spent the 2002 

season as an assistant coach and recruiting coordinator 

at Georgia State. He helped the Panthers to a nine-win 

season and a berth in the A-Sun Tournament. Two 

of Kouns’ recruits earned A-Sun all-freshman team 

accolades. 

Kouns was an assistant coach at Samford University 

from 2000-02. During that span, he helped guide 

the Bulldogs to 16 wins and a spot in the 2001 A-Sun 

tournament for the second time in school history. The 

2000 squad also posted a school-record 1.54 goals 

against average, while two of his recruits earned A-Sun 

all-freshman team honors in 2001. 

Kouns began his collegiate coaching career as head 

coach at Union (Ky.) College, where he led Bulldogs to 

a 15-9-0 overall record and the Mid-South Conference 

Tournament Championship in 1999. The squad 

featured the MSC Player of the Year and all-time leader 

in goals for college soccer, Juliana Filipe. 

He started his coaching career as head coach at 

Fayette County (Ga.) High School from 1993-98, 

where Kouns posted an 85-29-3 record and made fi ve 

appearances in the Georgia High School Association 

Final Four. In 1993, the Tigers earned a No. 25 

national ranking and Kouns was tabbed as the Atlanta 

Journal-Constitution Co-Coach of the Year. In his six 

seasons, the Tigers never fi nished lower than No. 5 

in the GHSA state rankings and captured two region 

championships. 

Kouns graduated cum laude from Mars Hill College 

(N.C.) with a bachelor’s degree in history and psychology 

in 1992. A four-year letter winner for the Lions as a 

defender, he earned South Atlantic Conference Honor 

Roll honors all four years. In 1992, Kouns earned fi rst-

team NAIA Academic All-America honors and was a 

GTE-CoSIDA Academic All-America fi nalist. 

Kouns has earned a United States Soccer Federation ‘A’ 

License and a NSCAA Premier Diploma. He has served 

on the Olympic Development Program Region III staff  

and has conducted state mini-camps in Arkansas as 

well as the regional camp in Alabama. He has also 

been a member of the Region I ODP Regional staff  and 

on the state coaching staff s in Pennsylvania, Georgia 

and Alabama.

Kouns is married to Tammy Allen-Kouns and they have 

one son, Caden. 
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   AMANDAMARTIN
Assistant Coach » 2nd season

A former assistant women’s soccer coach at the University 

of Oklahoma, Amanda Martin begins her second season as 

an assistant coach for the University of Cincinnati women’s 

program. Martin coaches the UC goalkeepers and assists 

with compliance and eligibility, team travel, academic 

oversight, and alumni and booster relations. 

In her fi rst season at Cincinnati, the Bearcats qualifi ed for the BIG EAST Championship for 

the fi rst time and advanced to the quarterfi nal round. Junior goalkeeper Andrea Kaminski 

recorded four shutouts and had 86 saves, ranking her fi fth in the fi nal BIG EAST conference 

regular-season statistics. 

Martin comes to Cincinnati after serving one season as an assistant at Oklahoma, where she 

was responsible for goalkeeper training. OU goalkeeper Jenny Nichols was twice named BIG 

XII Goalkeeper of the Week under Martin’s watch.

Prior to her stint at Oklahoma, Martin spent one season at Charlotte, where she worked 

with the 49ers’ goalkeepers. Under her tutelage, UNCC keepers recorded the school’s lowest 

goals-against average (GAA) in four years. Additionally, Martin’s goalies combined to record 

fi ve shutouts, which tied the most by a 49ers club in the last fi ve years. Freshman Lauren 

Brown was named to the Atlantic-10 all-Rookie Team after fi nishing the year with a perfect 

6-0 record and one shutout for the A-10 champs.

Martin graduated in May 2006 from Saint Louis University with a degree in communications, 

where she also put together an impressive playing career for the Billikens. 

The Franklin, Tenn., native fi nished her soccer career at Saint Louis as the career leader for 

goals-against average (0.65). She also ranked second all-time at Saint Louis with 19 shutouts 

and 34 wins in over 4,100 minutes of action in 51 games played during her three-year career. 

Prior to transferring to Saint Louis, Martin began her collegiate career at the University of Arizona where she started nine games and recorded two shutouts as a freshman.

As a senior goalkeeper at Saint Louis, Martin played a vital role in helping lead the Billikens to their fi rst appearance in the NCAA Tournament in 2005. The postseason 

appearance came after the program captured the A-10 regular season and tournament titles. During her fi nal season, Martin was 9-2 and recorded a 0.91 goals-against 

average in 11 starts. 

Martin earned fi rst-team all-Conference USA honors as a junior during the 2004 season. During that campaign, she set the Saint Louis school record with a 0.53 GAA, which 

was also the seventh-lowest mark in the nation that season. Martin also led C-USA with a 0.20 GAA in conference play in 2004.

In addition to playing soccer on the collegiate level, Martin was a member of the W-League’s Charlotte Lady Eagles team from 2003-2005.

   KYLE SWORDS
Volunteer Assistant » 2nd season

Former professional soccer player Kyle Swords 

was appointed as the Bearcats volunteer 

assistant coach in 2008. He assists the UC 

program with on-fi eld instruction, scouting, and 

provides in-depth training assistance. 

 Prior to joining the UC staff , Swords spent 

four seasons as the head boys varsity soccer coach at Loyola Blakefi eld High School 

in Towson, Md. Under Swords’ guidance, Loyola Blakefi eld was the 2005 Maryland 

Interscholastic Athletic Association champions, earned national and regional 

rankings, and was honored with the NSCAA Team Academic Award. Swords also 

served as a volunteer assistant coach at Goucher College and was an assistant coach 

for the Maryland Olympic Development Program during his stint in Maryland.

 Swords earned his bachelor of business administration degree from James Madison 

in 1996. He was a member of the JMU soccer team from 1992-1996, contributing 

to three Colonial Athletic Association championships and advancing to the NCAA 

Tournament every season – twice advancing to the quarterfi nals.

 After college, Swords continued his soccer career as a member of the A-League 

Hershey Wildcats (1997-2001), the Charleston Battery (2002), and the Harrisonburg 

City Islanders (2004). Additionally, he played professional indoor soccer, serving as a 

captain on the Harrisonburg Heat (1997-2001) and won the MISL championship with 

the Baltimore Blast (2003).

 Swords is married to UC lacrosse coach Lellie Swords. 
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PERFORMANCE ENHANCEMENT TEAM

Kelly Howe
Strength & Conditioning

Molly Cannell
Athletic Trainer

Lauren DeJarnatt
Team Manager

Keri Thoman
Academic Services

Lara Thornton
Sports Communications

Teresa Smolilo
Team Manager

The Performance Enhancement Team is in place to assist the UC women’s soccer 

program as they strive towards their goals of Academics, Championships and 

Togetherness. This unit includes the Sports Communications Department, the 

Academic Services Department, the Strength and Conditioning staff , the Sports 

Medicine Department and the members of the UC coaching staff .

This “PET” is a unique approach that paid immediate dividends in 2008-2009 with 

the program enjoying their best BIG EAST record to date, 75% of the team earning 

BIG EAST Academic Honors and a vast presence in the community which ended the 

spring with a clinic attendance of 275 players.
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Monica Rimai, JD, is the University of Cincinnati’s 

Interim President. She has served as Senior Vice 

President for Administration and Finance at UC 

since 2006 and retains that title in addition to her 

presidential duties. She is the 26th president of UC.

She was initially recruited to the university in 2005. In her role in Administration and 

Finance, she has led the eff ort to restructure the university’s fi nances, paying down a 

signifi cant structural defi cit, opening up participation in the budget-setting process, 

introducing performance-based budgeting, strengthening ethics and regulatory 

compliance, and reorganizing administrative areas for improved effi  ciency.

Prior to joining UC, Rimai spent fi ve years at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, 

including two years as interim Vice Chancellor for Administrative Aff airs, the principal 

administrative offi  cer for the university. Rimai has experience as an assistant U.S. 

attorney, municipal attorney and as an attorney in private practice.

She earned her JD degree from the University of Michigan in 1987, preceded by a 

bachelor’s degree in history from the same university in 1984. 

Stanley M. Chesley, Esq.Margaret E. Buchanan Gary Heiman

Jeff rey L. WylerRobert E. Richardson, Jr.Thomas H. Humes

C. Francis Barrett, Esq.

Secretary
Sandra W. Heimann

Vice Chair

H.C. “Buck” Niehoff , Esq.

Chair

INTERIM UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT

MONICA RIMAI, JD

President Years
Nancy L. Zimpher ........................................................................................ 2003-2009

Joseph A. Steger .......................................................................................... 1984-2003

Henry R. Winkler ......................................................................................... 1977-1984

Warren G. Bennis......................................................................................... 1971-1977

Walter C. Langsam ...................................................................................... 1955-1971

Raymond Walters ........................................................................................ 1932-1955

Herman Schneider ................................................................... 1928-1929; 1929-1932

Frederick C. Hicks ........................................................................................ 1920-1928

Charles W. Dabney ....................................................................................... 1904-1920

 Joseph E. Harry .....................................................................................................1904

Howard Ayers .............................................................................................. 1899-1904

Philip Van Ness Myers .................................................................................. 1895-1896

William Oliver Sproul .................................................................................. 1893-1894

Edward Wyllys Hyde .............................................. 1892-1893; 1894-1895; 1896-1898

Wayland R. Benedict ...................................................................................1891; 1894

Jacob Dolson Cox ......................................................................................... 1885-1889

Thomas Vickers ............................................................................................ 1877-1884

Henry Turner Eddy .......................................................... 1874-1875; 1884; 1889-1891

George H. Harper ...................................................................................................1873

Robert Buchanan ........................................................................................ 1867-1869

Rufus King ................................................................................................... 1860-1869

Thomas J. Biggs........................................................................................... 1839-1845

Rev. William Holmes McGuff ey .................................................................... 1836-1839

Bishop Philander Chase ............................................................................... 1822-1823

Rev. Elijah Slack ........................................................................ 1819-1822; 1823-1836

UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES

The University of Cincinnati serves the 

people of Ohio, the nation, and the world 

as a premier, public, urban research 

university dedicated to undergraduate, 

graduate, and professional education, 

experience-based learning, and research. 

We are committed to excellence and diversity in our students, faculty, staff , and all of 

our activities.  We provide an inclusive environment where innovation and freedom 

of intellectual inquiry fl ourish. Through scholarship, service, partnerships, and 

leadership, we create opportunity, develop educated and engaged citizens, enhance 

the economy and enrich our University, city, state and global community.

UNIVERSITY MISSION STATEMENT

FORMER UC PRESIDENTS
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A 24-year veteran 

of college athletics 

administration, Thomas 

was named as the 

University of Cincinnati’s 

Director of Athletics on 

October 20, 2005. Since 

taking the reins of the 

department with 18 

teams and 560 student-

athletes, Thomas has championed student-athlete development 

and signifi cant external growth, while also authoring a detailed 

plan for competitive success in the BIG EAST Conference and on the 

national level. 

 In May of 2006, Thomas introduced his vision for Bearcats 

Athletics, aptly titled CATAPULT. Thomas’s fi ve-year vision for UC’s 

18-sport intercollegiate program was launched on the six-month 

anniversary of his hiring. The plan focuses on three main initiatives: 

winning BIG EAST team championships, high-level academic 

achievement, and a comprehensive integration with the UC Campus 

and Greater Cincinnati Community. 

 CATAPULT - an acronym for championships, academics, and 

together - sets a goal that in the next fi ve years UC will win a BIG 

EAST championship in every sport; UC’s student-athletes will lead 

the general student body in graduation rate and grade-point 

average; and UC’s student-athletes and coaches will engage the UC 

campus and the Cincinnati community in service. 

 By the end of 2008-09, the third year under the CATAPULT plan, 

UC’s sports teams continue to excel in academics as 11 of the 18 

sports programs achieved a grade-point average (GPA) of 3.0 or 

higher and the student-athletes continued to graduate at a rate of 

16 percent higher than the overall student body. Those numbers will 

continue to grow as more and more students receive the benefi ts 

of the recently expanded and redefi ned academic services offi  ce 

and the NCAA CHAMPS/Life Skills program. In 2007-08, Cincinnati 

was second in the 16-member BIG EAST with fi ve teams garnering 

BIG EAST Academic Excellence Awards for posting the highest 

grade-point average in their respective sports (football, men’s cross 

country, women’s golf, women’s swimming and diving, and indoor 

track and fi eld). 

 “It is exciting to see our student-athletes and staff  working 

together and making signifi cant progress in so many areas, so 

quickly,” says Thomas. “We will continue to progress as we work 

towards our collective goals in the three components of our 

CATAPULT vision.” 

 The football team made program history in head coach Brian 

Kelly’s third season at the helm. Kelly led UC to a school-record 11 

wins in 2008, along with the school’s fi rst BIG EAST Conference 

Championship, and an appearance in the 75th FedEx Orange Bowl, 

the fi rst Bowl Championship Series appearance by Cincinnati. The 

Bearcats’ 21 wins since 2007-08 marks the best two-year stretch in 

school history, and the fi rst time UC has won 10 or more games in 

back-to-back seasons. 

The UC volleyball team also posted a historic year in the fall as it 

claimed its fi rst BIG EAST title since joining the league and advanced 

to the second round of the NCAA Tournament for just the second 

time in program history. Four Bearcats earned conference honors, 

including Jessie Nevitt, who became the fi rst player in UC volleyball 

history to earn fi rst-team all-conference honors four times in a 

career.

 All told, UC Athletics produced fi ve all-Americans, one all-Region 

selection, and 28 all-BIG EAST honorees in 2008-09.

 “Spreading the Bearcats’ message is vital to our continued brand 

building eff orts and our charge to reach out to our fans, alumni, and 

Greater Cincinnati Community and share the excitement of being 

a Bearcat,” says Thomas. “I am very proud of the strides that we are 

making in all areas of UC Athletics. Our achievement is coming as a 

result of working together as a team. Our student-athletes and staff  

are setting the bar high and then reaching their goals, which is fun 

to be a part of.” 

 In March 2007 UC Athletics was recognized in the 2006-07 

Diversity in Athletics Award, presented by the Laboratory for 

Diversity in Sport at Texas A&M University. The award recognizes the 

NCAA Division I athletics departments that excel in various areas of 

diversity. UC was one of just 10 programs nationwide to earn the 

Diversity in Athletics Award for the graduation of African American 

male student-athletes.

 On the external side, the University of Cincinnati is growing at a 

tremendous rate.

 UC established single-season attendance records for football 

in each of the past two years, as it has posted eight of the Top-12 

crowds in Nippert Stadium history. In just four years at UC, Thomas 

has seen the average attendance in football skyrocket as it has 

almost doubled (16,016 to 31,965).

 In terms of donor development, the UCATS offi  ce has reached 

all-time highs for participation with over 3,800 donors joining 

the club in 2008-09 (double its total two years ago) and annual 

donations exceeding $5 million. Thomas’ work on the multi-phase 

“Raising the Bar” capital campaign, which will fund various 

initiatives for the football program, was crucial in program raising 

its fi rst $5 million over a six-week period. 

 Fundraising and major gifts are on-going processes at UC with 

plans to build a new outdoor sports complex with a bubble which 

will serve as a practice venue for football and a competition site for 

lacrosse. The department is also studying the potential renovations 

and or expansions of Nippert Stadium and Fifth Third Arena.

 Those renovations are import because two months before the 

fi rst football game of 2009, season ticket sales for UC football broke 

the all-time record (11,500) and were approaching 14,500 season 

ticket holders before the start of the 2009 season.

 Beginning in the fall of 2008, all UC teams were outfi tted 

exclusively in adidas footwear, uniforms, training apparel, and 

accessories as the department signed its fi rst across-the-board shoe 

and apparel contract. The four-year, $14.5 million contract aligns UC 

with other adidas marketing partners such as the NFL, MLS, and an 

11-year exclusive all-league partnership with the NBA.

 Later in 2008-09, Thomas reached an agreement with IMG 

College, a division of IMG Worldwide, for a new 12-year multimedia 

rights partnership worth more than $30 million in guaranteed 

payments to the University.

 Prior to coming to UC, Thomas spent fi ve years as the Director 

of Athletics at the University of Akron and seven years as associate 

athletic director at the University of Virginia, an institution known 

for achieving impressive success both academically and athletically, 

before bringing that model to Akron. Virginia fi nished in the top 

25 in the Director’s Cup in each year of Thomas’ tenure there while 

at the same time was in the top ten nationally in student-athlete 

graduation rates. 

 Under Thomas’ direction, Akron rose from last place to second 

among Mid-American Conference schools in the Director’s Cup 

annual rankings. Simultaneously, Akron vaulted from last to 

second place in the MAC Academic Achievement Awards. Thomas 

increased the fi nancial base of the Akron athletics program through 

increasing corporate sponsorship levels by 500 percent and boosted 

annual giving to athletics to its highest level in the school’s history. 

Community support was rallied, with marked increases shown in 

football and basketball attendance. During this time period, the Zips 

won their fi rst MAC football championship and the hiring of men’s 

basketball coach Keith Dambrot has led to unparalleled success on 

the hardwood.

 Support services and facilities for academic support for student-

athletes were signifi cantly increased, which resulted in a signifi cant 

improvement in grade point averages and graduation rates of UA 

student-athletes. 

 Thomas coordinated over $140 million in facility construction 

and renovation, including $25 million in capital improvements 

at Akron, including a new indoor fi eldhouse, a football practice 

complex, and a softball facility. He also spearheaded the new 

football stadium and was instrumental in the initial fundraising and 

planning stages of the facility which is currently under construction 

on the Akron campus and set to open in the fall of 2009.

 Recognized for his administrative acumen by his peers, Thomas 

presently serves on several national and conference committees, 

including the NCAA Division I Championship/Sports Management 

Cabinet (where he also serves as the NCAA men’s basketball liaison 

to the cabinet), the NCAA Men’s Basketball Issues Committee, 

and he also chairs the BIG EAST Championship and Competition 

Committee. Thomas has also previously served as a member of the 

NCAA Division I Championships/Competition Cabinet, the NCAA 

Division I Women’s Basketball Issues Committee, the NCAA Division 

I Academics/Eligibility/Compliance Cabinet, the NCAA Postseason 

Bowl Licensing Subcommittee, and the Division 1A Athletics 

Director’s Association Legislative Review Committee.

 Twice during his career, Thomas has received distinction for 

his eff orts and dedication as a director of athletics, garnering the 

General Robert R. Neyland Outstanding Athletics Director Award in 

2005 at Akron and then again in April of 2008 at Cincinnati. 

 Prior to his experience at Virginia, Thomas spent seven years at 

the University of Denver as assistant athletic director for internal 

operations, and one year at the University of Iowa in marketing and 

promotions.

 Thomas, 49, received his B.S. degree in Business Administration 

from Colorado State University in 1983, and his M.S. degree in 

Athletic Administration from Western Illinois University in 1986. 

He and his wife, Jenifer, have four children: Vince, Joey, Mick, and 

Meredith.

THE MIKE THOMAS FILE
Personal Information
Wife:  Jenifer
Children:  Vince, Joey, Mick, and Meredith
Education:  Colorado State (1983), 
 B.S. in business administration 
 Western Illinois (1986), 
 M.S. in athletics administration

Experience
YEARS  POSITIONS  SCHOOL
1985-86 Marketing and Promotions Associate Iowa

1986-93 Assistant Director of Athletics Denver

1993-00 Associate Director of Athletics Virginia

2000-05 Director of Athletics Akron

2005-08 Director of Athletics Cincinnati

DIRECTOR OF ATHLETICS

MIKE THOMAS
COLORADO STATE ‘83 » FIFTH YEAR
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SENIOR ADMINISTRATION

Janet Carl

Dir. of Golf/W Golf Head Coach

Brian Cleary

Baseball

Mick Cronin

Men’s Basketball

Hylton Dayes

Men’s Soccer

Tabby Fagan

Cheerleading

Jamelle Elliott

Women’s Basketball

Monty Hopkins

M & W Swimming & Diving

Brian Kelly

Football

Michelle Salmon

Women’s Soccer

Bill Schnier

Men’s T&F/Cross Country

Susan Seaton

Women’s Track & Field

Lisa Spears

Dance

HEAD COACHES

Robin Martin
Associate Director of Athletics/
Senior Woman Administrator

Derrick Magee
Associate Director of Athletics/
Chief Business Offi  cer

Dan Krone
Assistant Director of Athletics/
Facilities and Operations

Andy Hurley
Senior Associate Director of 
Athletics/Development

Mike Waddell
Senior Associate Director of 
Athletics/External Relations

Bob Arkeilpane
Deputy Director of Athletics

Dr. Fritz Russ
Faculty Athletics Representative

Michael Harris
Assistant Director of Athletics/
Sports Communications

Reed Sunahara

Volleyball

Lellie Swords

Lacrosse

Angela Wilson

Tennis

Doug Martin

Men’s Golf

2009 UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI » WOMEN’S SOCCER Coaches & Staff
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