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Dantonio Resigns UG Head Goaching Position

CINCINNATI, Ohio-- University of Cincinnati Director of Athlet-

icsMikeThomashasaccepted theresignation of Head Football CoachMark
Dantonio, who has been named the new head football coach at Michigan
StateUniversity.

Mark Dantonio at a glance
Born: March 9, 1956 in El Paso, Texas

Wife: Becky

Children: Kristen (13), Lauren (11)

High School: Zanesville (Ohio) High
College: South Carolina (BA 1979)
Ohio University (MA 1981)

“1 want to thank Mark, Becky and their daughters for all of their
contributions to the UC community” said Thomas. “Mark has done an
outstandingjobinleadingour football programfor thelast three seasonsand

hewill bemissed. Westill haveactiononthefieldthisseasonand areexcited | ©0aching Experience:

; . ) - 2004-06  University of Cincinnati ................. Head Coach

for theopportunity for our seniorstobeableto put theBearcatjersey onagain . Record: 18-17
and hit thefield for the University of Cincinnati.” 200103 ORIOSIALE . Defensive Coordinator
w . . . 1995-00  Michigan State ............ccccoeusssresieres Secondary,

Thomas added that “We will move forward with anational search Assoc. Head Coach

and will begin the process immediately. | ask that all Bearcats remain | 1991-94 Kansas oo Secondary
. . . 1986-90  Youngstown St. ........... Secondary/Def. Coord.

steadfast in their support of our student-athletesaswe continueour season | 1985  pkon ... Secondary
with the bowl game. Thefuturefor Cincinnati Football isvery bright.” 1983-84  OhioState .....oovvvvv Graduate Assistant
Dantoni h ed head h at Cincinnati on D 23 1982 Butler County (Kan.) C.C.... Defensive Coord.

an_ onio, who was nam ] coac Inci ) Y _ec. ) 1981 VT (1T Graduate Assistant

2003, compiledan 18-17 record during threeseasonsonthejob. Thisyear’s | 1980 OhioUniversity ................ Graduate Assistant
1979 Anderson(S.C) WestsideHigh ................ Asst.Coach

team compileda7-5record against aschedul erated second most difficultin
thenation. UCwonfour of itslast fivegames, includinga30-11 upset of No. ighlight B _
7 Rutgers, to qualify for a bowl, the determination of which will be | * £ tHELE Sl femestdiiaschedien

Coaching Highlights:

announced next week. . 2004—Cinc_innati,l7-5,finished secondinC-USAand
“LeavingUCIsaharddecisionfor our family” saysDantonio.“The | ;V(;)O”:g”‘_egr'ﬁ(')”gf;g'tl"l';th‘lr’grltnhfﬁfmons o1
|ast three seasonshavebeenincrediblefor usasour staff hasbeen ableto get nationally in rushing def'ens:e (60.5), No.9 intotal
Cincinnati Football back on track. | want to thank Mike Thomas and Dr. gggeznseéﬁgslt)aigm hit'g;;?fc'gg rgefiZEZ?lsiﬁ-zs)-
Zimpher for theirincrediblesupport. Michigan Statei saspecial placefor me nationally in scoring defense (13.1) andeo. 30
and | cannot think but of one other opportunity that would have been ;mnq gehf_ensse (11.7). TR
. . R . . . . — tate t )

tempting for us. Cincinnati did everything to step up, financially and dfenseandNo.2 msoring defers
otherwise, that | asked to help movethe program forward. Thiswasavery | « 1999—Michigan State ranked No. 7 in final polls; MSU

re f A ranked 12th nationally in the final defensive statistics.
difficul t“deCI sion. . . . +Youngstown State made three NCAA Division I-AA

| look forward to watching the team hit thefield at the bowl game playoff appearances during Dantonio’s tenure there.
and bring awin back for our seniors and for this program. The next head | * Coached in 15 bowl games, including the 2002 Fiesta
T . c Bowl national championship.
coach will inherit a strong program and a great bunch of kids,” added
Dantonio.
“Mark Dantonio hasbeenatremendousleader for theyoung menin

our football program and as ahead coach hasraised our collective expectationsand goals,” said President Nancy L.
Zimpher. “Weappreciateeverything that Mark hasdonefor theprogram and our student-athletesandwishhimall the
best inthefuture.”
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