
#6 WEST VIRGINIA MOUNTAINEERS
23-6 | 12-6 BIG 12

-

OVERALL: 14-16
CONFERENCE (BIG 12): 5-13 | NON-CONFERENCE: 8-3

HOME: 8-7 | AWAY: 4-7 | NEUTRAL: 2-2

DATE OPPONENT TV TIME/RESULT
NOVEMBER 
2 OHIO DOMINICAN (EXH.)  W, 76-38
6 #17 LOUISVILLE ESPN+ L, 59-77
15 LINDENWOOD ESPN+ W, 81-62
19 at Toledo ESPN+ W, 71-60
23 vs. #3 Colorado^ ESPN+ L, 60-77 
24 vs. #10 NC State^ ESPN+ L, 45-79
25 vs. Kentucky^ ESPN+ W, 65-41
DECEMBER
1 TENNESSEE STATE ESPN+ W, 76-52
10 XAVIER ESPN+ W, 69-47
13 HOWARD ESPN+ W, 87-62
17 at Southern Indiana ESPN+ W, 58-56
21 SIENA ESPN+ W, 71-51
30 #11 KANSAS STATE* ESPN+ L, 41-66
JANUARY 
3 at #24 West Virginia* ESPN+ L, 53-68
6 at Oklahoma* ESPN+ L, 64-77
10 UCF* ESPN+ W, 64-63
13 at BYU* ESPN+ L, 58-68
20 WEST VIRGINIA* ESPN+ L, 43-72
24 OKLAHOMA STATE* ESPN+ W, 58-56
27 at #10 Texas* ESPN+ L, 50-67
30 at Houston* ESPN L, 46-54
FEBRUARY
3 TEXAS TECH* ESPN+ W, 74-56
7 at UCF* ESPN+ W, 67-61
10 BYU* ESPN+ L, 57-69
14 at Kansas* ESPN+ L, 75-60
17 TCU* ESPN+  L, 72-79
20 #23 OKLAHOMA* ESPN+ L, 87-95
24 at Texas Tech* ESPN+ W, 68-56
27 #21 BAYLOR* ESPN+ L, 53-74
MARCH
2 at Iowa State* ESPN+ L, 60-76
7 vs. UCF! ESPN+ W, 67-62
8 vs. West Virginia! ESPN+ 9 p.m.

All times Eastern (ET). Home games in BOLD CAPS, played 
in Fifth Third Arena (1989-Present). Rankings indicate most 
updated AP ranking at time of game.

* - Big 12 Conference game
^ - U.S. Virgin Islands Paradise Jam, played in St. Thomas, USVI
! - 2024 Phillips 66 Big 12 Championships, played in Kansas 
City, Mo. at T-Mobile Center

2023-24 SCHEDULE 

TV: Big 12 Now on ESPN+
Play-by-play ................................................ Brenda VanLengen
Analyst .................................................................Sheryl Swoopes

RADIO: FOX 1360
LIVE STATS: Cincinnati.StatBroadcast.com
WEBSITE: GoBearcats.com

SOCIAL MEDIA
Twitter/Instagram/Facebook ................@GoBearcatsWBB 
Hashtag ..............................................................#TheSisterhood

FOLLOW THE BEARCATS

THE RUNDOWN
 • With a victory Friday, Cincinnati would move on to the quarterfinals on Saturday at 9 p.m. ET vs. No. 3 seed 

Kansas State. The Bearcats will look to make their first quarterfinal appearance since 2021.
 • UC came from behind to defeat No. 14 UCF on Thursday in the first round of the Phillips 66 Big 12 Women’s 

Basketball Championship. The Bearcats overcame a 10-point halftime deficit and outscored the Knights by 19 
in the third quarter (29-10). Cincinnati earned its first-ever Big 12 Championship victory, and first tournament 
win since 2021.

 • Sophomore A’riel Jackson fueled the second-half comeback with 12 of her team-high 14 in the third quarter. 
She went 5-of-8 from the field and helped UC score the first 10 points of the period. She shook off a first half 
where she picked up three fouls and was held to two points. She is averaging 14.8 points and 3.8 rebounds 
over the last six games.

 • Four Bearcats finished in double figures, including All-Big 12 Honorable Mention Jillian Hayes with her 10th 
double-double of the season (11 points, 12 rebounds). Freshman Reagan Jackson chipped in 12 points with a 
trio of three-pointers. 

 • Senior Malea Williams surpassed 100 career blocks with two vs. UCF. She added 12 points, eight rebounds 
and two steals in the performance. She is averaging 15.0 points, 6.5 rebounds, 2.5 steals and 2.0 blocks and is 
shooting 66.7% from 3-point range (6-9 3FG) over the last two games.

 • Cincinnati is 5-8 all-time vs. West Virginia. The Mountaineers claimed both meetings in 2023-24, 68-53 
in Morgantown and 72-43 in Cincinnati. The Bearcats will look to snap a six-game losing streak to the 
Mountaineers and pick up their first win over them since 2009. West Virginia, who ranks second nationally in 
steals per game, forced Cincinnati into an average of 26.5 turnovers in the two games this season. 

 • Cincinnati is led by senior Jillian Hayes, who is the first player in program history to earn All-Big 12 honors. She 
leads the Big 12 in free throws made (148) and ranks third in offensive rebounding (3.3) and total rebounding 
(8.5), 11th in free throw percentage (.729), 13th in blocks (0.8) and 19th in scoring (12.9).

 • In Cincinnati’s record books, Hayes ranks third in blocks (125), fourth in free throws made (392), fifth in 
rebounds (830), eighth in steals (180) and 14th in scoring (1,270). She is the only player in UC history to record 
over 1,000 points, 800 rebounds, 300 free throws, 170 steals and 120 blocks in their career. 

 • Williams sits eighth in the Big 12 in blocks per game (1.1). She has recorded 10 multi-block performances and 
has led the team in blocks 17 times this season.

 • Williams is averaging 6.2 rebounds per game, a +1.7 improvement from the 2022-23 season – good for the 
second-largest improvement among Big 12 players (played in 75% of team games for both seasons).

 • Cincinnati has outrebounded its opponent in 20 games this season and has either won or matched the 
rebounding battle in 13 of its 18 Big 12 contests (+3.2 margin). UC has totaled 1,200 rebounds in 2023-24 
and would need 154 more boards to break the single season program record (1,354).

 • UC sits first in the league and 23rd in the country in offensive rebounds per game (14.6). The Bearcats also 
paced the league with 13.7 offensive boards/contest in Big 12 play.

 • The Bearcats lead the Big 12 and sit 13th nationally in free throws made per game (15.8). Hayes ranks in the 
top-15 nationally in free throws made (13th) and free throws attempted (6th). Her 148 free throws rank third 
for a single season in UC history.

 • Cincinnati is 12-1 when leading at the half, and 12-0 when leading with five minutes remaining. Conversely, 
the Bearcats are 2-15 when trailing at the break, and 1-15 when trailing with five minutes to go. The Bearcats 
have overcome a first-half deficit twice this season, both times versus UCF.

 • Cincinnati has won 14 games under first year head coach Katrina Merriweather – its most wins in a single 
season since the Bearcats won 22 in 2019-20. Merriweather arrived after a 9-21, 2-14 AAC season and in just 
one year, has ushered a new wave of success into the program. 

 • The Bearcats posted their best non-conference winning percentage (72.7%) in 15 years. UC won six consecutive 
games for its longest win streak since 2019-20. The non-conference slate also featured UC’s first win over an 
SEC opponent since 2004.

PROJECTED STARTING LINEUP (BASED OFF PREVIOUS GAME)

REAGAN JACKSON
Kennedale, Texas | G

MALEA WILLIAMS
Georgetown, Ky. | F

DESTINY THOMAS
Jonesboro, Ark. | C

JILLIAN HAYES
Cincinnati, Ohio | F

A’RIEL JACKSON
Brooklyn, N.Y. | G

GP/GS - 30/24 GP/GS - 30/30 GP/GS - 23/15 GP/GS - 30/30 GP/GS - 27/21

Minutes - 26.1 Minutes - 24.5 Minutes - 16.5 Minutes - 25.9 Minutes - 23.9

Points - 8.5 Points - 8.8 Points - 4.5 Points - 12.8 Points - 9.8

Rebounds - 2.6 Rebounds - 6.2 Rebounds - 3.7 Rebounds - 8.5 Rebounds - 2.5

Assists - 0.8 Blocks - 1.1 FG% - 50.0 FG% - 41.3 Assists - 1.8

Women’s Basketball SID ...................................Molly Metress
Cell ......................................................................... 703-554-3456
Email ................................................ metresmy@ucmail.uc.edu

ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS

MARCH 8, 2024 | 9 P.M. ET | T-MOBILE CENTER | KANSAS CITY, MO.

VS

HEAD COACH: Mark Kellogg
CAREER: 468-126 (19th season)

AT WVU: 23-6 (1st season)

HEAD COACH: Katrina Merriweather
CAREER: 165-86 (8th Season)

AT CINCINNATI: 14-16 (1st Season)

#11 CINCINNATI BEARCATS
14-16 | 5-13 BIG 12
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