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Nine-time NCAA Participant  -  Three-time Sweet 16  -  Two Olympians  - 12 All-Americans

@UNMLOBOVB

ALL-TIME SERIES 
UNM is 7-1 against this weekend’s field all-time, having never 
lost to Green Bay or Montana and falling in straight sets to North 
Dakota in the sole meeting between the two programs in 2017. 
They most recently faced Green Bay in 2021.

WEEKEND RECAP 
After a 2-1 weekend at The Pit as hosts of the Lobo Invitational, 
the Lobos (4-2) came away with their second tournament 
championship in as many weeks. They opened with a comeback 
four-set win over previously-unbeaten CSU Bakersfield (23-25, 
25-15, 25-19, 25-10) on Thursday and followed with a statement 
sweep over a St. John’s team picked to finish fourth in the Big 
East (25-16, 25-19, 25-19) before dropping a five-set battle 
with Utah Tech (27-25, 14-25, 24-26, 25-16, 9-15) in the finale. 
UNM currently leads the MW in total digs (384) and digs per set 
(16.00), while holding opponents to a .158 hitting percentage.

BIASSOU, DIMITRIADIS NAMED TO ALL-
TOURNAMENT TEAM 
Kaitlynn Biassou both picked up All-Tournament Team honors 
at the Lobo Invitational last weekend, the second such honors 
of the season for Dimitriadis and first for Biassou. Dimitriadis 
racked up 23 kills (1.92/set) on .314 hitting over the weekend, 
providing 9 total blocks, 5 digs and an ace while leading the 
Lobos in receptions without picking up an error. 
Biassou finished with 33 kills on the weekend (2.75/set), serving 
up a team-high 8 aces with the second-most digs on the team 
in that span (26). She also ranks No. 6 in the MW on the week 
with 13 total blocks over those three games.

WALDEN’S WORLD 
Melissa Walden ranks No. 33 in the nation in total assists (226) 
and is averaging a career-high 9.42 assists per set – good for 
No. 2 in the MWC. While generating at least 30 assists in every 
match she’s appeared in and 40+ in five of those six, she’s 
emerged as an efficient attacking tool, averaging 0.63 kills a set 
– the second-most among conference setters – while coming 
away with kills at a .412 clip. She’s now up to No. 5 amongst 
active MW players in assists per set (6.90), and likely to keep 
climbing if she maintains her current pace.

UXUE LEADS THE WAY 
After a big junior year that saw her record 16 double-doubles 

in total, outside hitter Uxue Guereca shows no signs of slowing 
down. Over the Lobos’ six games so far, she recorded two more 
double-doubles, cracking double-digit kills twice. She’s currently 
leading UNM in kills (85), points (95) and attack % (.360), and 
ranks No. 8 in the MW in hitting and No. 3 in kills per set (4.05) 
Guereca touts the fourth-highest kills per set average amongst 
active MWC players (3.19) and fifth-highest points per set 
(3.69).

LIZ ON THE BLOCK 
Elizabeth Woods had a breakout game in UNM’s Lobo Invite 
opener against CSU Bakersfield, recording a career-high 11 
blocks (2 solo, 9 BA) while putting down 8 kills on team-high 
.571 hitting. Her 27 total blocks on the season (1.29/set) leads 
the Lobos and ranks No. 5 in the Mountain West, and she had 
the second-most blocks of any MWC player over the past week 
(13). UNM’s 15 team blocks against CSUB was the third-most in 
a single game among MW teams that week.

EARLY RETURNS 
Jon Newman-Gonchar’s Lobos are picked to finish fourth in the 
Mountain West Coaches’ Poll – the highest they’ve been slated 
to finish in Newman-Gonchar’s four seasons at the helm in 
Albuquerque.  
UNM is coming off its second consecutive winning season, 
going 17-12 overall and 8-10 in conference in 2022 en route 
to a fifth-place finish and the Lobos’ second straight MWC 
Tournament berth. Newman-Gonchar has posted a 62.7% win 
percentage over the last two seasons, with 20 wins in 2021 
marking the most for the program since 2013.

A LOOK AT THE ROSTER 
UNM’s nine returners combined for 70% of the Lobos’ total 
points last season, with 2022 All-MWC Outside Hitter Kaitlyn 
Biassou along with fellow 2022 starters Uxue Guereca (338 kills, 
393.5 points) and Kali Wolf (228 kills, 276 points) highlighting 
the Lobos’ experience on the outside. The Lobos also added 
four freshmen and three impact grad transfers to offset the loss 
of middle blocker Avital Jaloba, libero Alena Moldan and setter 
Anilee Sher to graduation. 
Lauryn Payne, Madison Blanco, Melissa Walden and Elizabeth 
Woods all look to play bigger roles after combining for 239 set 
appearances in 2022, and seven newcomers – four freshmen 

5 THINGS TO KNOW
 Angela Crosetti ranks No. 39 in NCAA D-I in digs per set (4.88) while Melissa Walden is No. 33 in total assists (226)

The Lobos were picked to finish fourth in the MWC -- the highest they’ve been picked in Newman-Gonchar’s tenure.
UNM returns 70% of its scoring from last season and adds three grad transfers (2 MB, 1 L/DS) and four freshmen.
Over the last weekend, UNM held opponents to a conference-best .126 hitting average.
The Lobos are 7-1 all-time against the field, going undefeated against Montana and Green Bay.

OVERALL: 4-2 • H: 2-1 • A: 1-0 • N: 1-1

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

WEEK 3: UND CLASSIC - GRAND FORKS, N.D.

NORTH DAKOTA FIGHTING HAWKS (1-5)
THURSDAY, SEP. 7 • 6 P.M. MT
LIVE STATS: golobos.com/vbstats
SERIES: UND leads 1-0 // LAST MATCH: UND won 3-0 on 9/2/17

MONTANA GRIZZLIES (1-5)
FRIDAY, SEP. 8 • 3 P.M. MT
LIVE STATS: golobos.com/vbstats
SERIES: UNM leads 6-0 // LAST MATCH: UNM won 3-1 on 9/10/05

GREEN BAY PHOENIX (2-4)
SATURDAY, SEP. 9 • 9 A.M. MT 
LIVE STATS: golobos.com/vbstats
SERIES: UNM leads 1-0 // LAST MATCH: UNM won 3-0 on 9/3/21

NEW MEXICO NOTES
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PRESEASON MOUNTAIN WEST POLL 
2023 Predicted Order of Finish

RANK	 SCHOOL	 POINTS
T-1.	 Utah State (5)	 92
T-1.	 UNLV (3)	 92
3.	 Colorado State (1)	 86
T-4.	 New Mexico	 64
T-4.	 San Diego State	 64
6.	 Boise State	 59
7.	 Air Force	 38
8.	 San Jose State	 35
9.	 Nevada	 32
10.	 Wyoming	 28
11.	 Fresno State	 15

         DATE	  OPPONENT		  TIME/ RESULT
8/19	 New Mexico Highlands (Exh.)	 W, 3-0
8/25	 Seton Hall%	 W, 3-0 

25-15, 27-25, 25-13
8/25	 at UC Irvine%	 W, 3-2

24-26, 25-20, 23-25, 25-20, 15-12
8/26	 San Francisco%	 L, 1-3 

23-25, 20-25, 25-21, 19-25
8/31	 Cal State Bakersfield&	 W, 3-1

23-25, 25-15, 25-19, 25-10
9/1	 St. John’s&	 W, 3-0

25-16, 25-19, 25-19
9/2	 Utah Tech&	 L, 2-3

27-25, 14-25, 24-26, 25-16, 9-15
9/6	 at North Dakota@	 6 p.m.
9/8	 Montana@	 3 p.m.
9/9	 Green Bay@	 9 a.m.
9/13	 at NAU	 7:30 p.m.
9/15	 NAU	 6:30 p.m.
9/21	 at Nevada*	 7 p.m.
9/23	 at Fresno State*	 2 p.m.
9/28	 Utah State*	 6:30 p.m.
9/30	 Boise State*	 1 p.m.
10/5	 at UNLV*	 7:30 p.m.
10/7	 at San Diego State*	 2 p.m.
10/12	 Wyoming*	 6:30 p.m.
10/14	 Colorado State*	 1 p.m.
10/17	 Air Force*	 6:30 p.m.
10/19	 at San Jose State*	 7 p.m.
10/26	 San Diego State*	 6:30 p.m.
10/28	 UNLV*	 1 p.m.
11/2	 at Boise State*	 7 p.m.
11/4	 at Utah State*	 1 p.m.
11/9	 Fresno State*	 6:30 p.m.
11/11	 Nevada*	 1 p.m.
11/16	 at Colorado State*	 7 p.m.
11/18	 at Wyoming*	 5 p.m.

Bold denotes home games
*denotes Mountain West game 
% denotes UCI Invitational
& denotes Lobo Invitational at The Pit
@ denotes UND Classic
All times listed are Mountain Time
Game times are subject to change
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Numerical Roster
#	 Name	 pos	 Ht	 yr		  Hometown (PREVIOUS School)
1	 Mattison Matthews	 MB	 5-11	 Sr.	                      Charleston, S.C. (Ashley Hall HS / Virginia)	
2	 Kaitlynn Biassou	 OH	 5-9	 Sr.	  Sparks, Nev. (Reno HS)
3	 Giselle Groe	 L / DS	 5-5	 Fr.	 Santa Ana, Calif. (Mater Dei HS)
4	 Lauryn Payne	 OH	 5-11	 So.	 Leesburg, Virginia (Riverside HS)
5	 Athina Dimitriadis	 MB	 6-5	 Sr.	 Thessaloniki, Greece (SLZB / Hofstra / FIU)
6	 Madison Blanco	 S	 5-7	 So.	 El Paso, Texas (Franklin HS)
7	 Samarah DaCoud	 OH	 5-10	 Fr.	 Long Beach, Calif. (Lakewood HS)
8	 Uxue Guereca	 OH	 5-7	 RS-Sr.	 Guadalajara, Jalisco, Mexico (Cervantes Loma Bonita)
9	 Angela Crosetti	 L / DS	 5-6	 Sr.	 Sherman Oaks, Calif. (Oriente Prep /SNHU / St. John’s)
10	 Kali Wolf	 OH	 6-2	 Sr.	 Waconia, Minn. (Waconia HS)
11	 Melissa Walden	 S	 6-0	 Sr.	 Aurora, Ill. (Waubonsie Valley HS/ Texas A&M)
12	 Arianna Jamerson	 OH	 5-11	 So.	 Rio Rancho, N.M. (Cleveland HS)
15	 Kynzie Lilly	 L / DS	 5-7	 Fr.	                             Richmond, Texas (Fort Bend Travis HS)	
16	 Madeleine Miller	 S	 6-1	 Fr.	 Shueyville, Iowa (Mount Vernon HS)
17	 Emma Smith	 MB	 6-1	 RS-Jr.	 Woodlands, Texas (Oak Ridge HS)
19	 Elizabeth Woods	 MB	 6-2	 Jr.	 Rowlett,Texas (Sachse HS)

Alphabetical Roster
#	 Name	 pos	 Ht	 yr		  Hometown (PREVIOUS School)
2	 Kaitlynn Biassou	 OH	 5-9	 Sr.	  Sparks, Nev. (Reno HS)
6	 Madison Blanco	 S	 5-7	 So.	 El Paso, Texas (Franklin HS)
9	 Angela Crosetti	 L / DS	 5-6	 Sr.	 Sherman Oaks, Calif. (Oriente Prep /SNHU / St. John’s)
7	 Samarah DaCoud	 OH	 5-10	 Fr.	 Long Beach, Calif. (Lakewood HS)
5	 Athina Dimitriadis	 MB	 6-5	 Sr.	 Thessaloniki, Greece (SLZB / Hofstra / FIU)
3	 Giselle Groe	 L / DS	 5-5	 Fr.	 Torrance, Calif. (Mater Dei HS)
8	 Uxue Guereca	 OH	 5-7	 RS-Sr.	 Guadalajara, Jalisco, Mexico (Cervantes Loma Bonita)
12	 Arianna Jamerson	 OH	 5-11	 So.	 Rio Rancho, N.M. (Cleveland HS)
15	 Kynzie Lilly	 L / DS	 5-7	 Fr.	 Richmond, Texas (Fort Bend Travis HS)
16	 Madeleine Miller	 S	 6-1	 Fr.	 Shueyville, Iowa (Mount Vernon HS)
4	 Lauryn Payne	 OH	 5-11	 So.	 Leesburg, Virginia (Riverside HS)
17	 Emma Smith	 MB	 6-1	 RS-Jr.	 Woodlands, Texas (Oak Ridge HS)
11	 Melissa Walden	 S	 6-0	 Sr.	 Aurora, Ill. (Waubonsie Valley HS/ Texas A&M)
10	 Kali Wolf	 OH	 6-2	 Sr.	 Waconia, Minn. (Waconia HS)
19	 Elizabeth Woods	 MB	 6-2	 Jr.	 Rowlett,Texas (Sachse HS)

Pronounciation guide
  2 	 Kaitlynn Biassou.................................... Be-ah-sue
  3	 Giselle Groe.......................Like juh-zell, Like Grow
  5	 Athina Dimitriadis...............Dee-meet-tree-ah-dis
  7	 Samarah Dacoud........................................ da-coo
  8	 Uxue Guereca..................Ooh-shh-way Guer-reka
  10	Kali Wolf.................................................. Like Calli
  16	Madeleine Miller.............................. Mad-uh-lynn
  Matt Kuelpman...........................................Kelp-men

CLASS
Graduate Seniors (4)
1	 Mattison Matthews..........................................MB
2	 Kaitlynn Biassou............................................... OH
5	 Athina Dimitriadis.............................................MB
9	 Angela Crosetti............................................. L / DS	
RS-Senior (1)
8	 Uxue Guereca................................................... OH	
Seniors (2)
10	 Kali Wolf........................................................... OH
11	 Melissa Walden................................................... S
RS-Junior (1)
17	 Emma Smith.....................................................MB
Junior (1)
19	 Elizabeth Woods...............................................MB
Sophomores (3)
4	 Lauryn Payne.................................................... OH
6	 Madison Blanco................................................... S
12	 Arianna Jamerson............................................. OH
Freshmen (4)
3	 Giselle Groe.................................................. L / DS
7	 Samarah DaCoud.............................................. OH
15	 Kynzie Lilly.................................................... L / DS
16	 Madeleine Miller................................................. S

home state/ Country
California (3)............................ Crosetti, DaCoud, Groe
Illinois (1)..........................................................Walden
Iowa (1)...............................................................Miller
Minnesota (1)........................................................Wolf
Nevada (1)........................................................ Biassou
New Mexico (1)............................................. Jamerson
South Carolina (1).........................................Matthews
Texas (4)............................. Blanco, Woods, Lilly, Smith
Virginia (1)...........................................................Payne
Greece (1)....................................................Dimitriadis
Mexico (1)........................................................Guereca

POSITION
Setter (3)....................................Blanco, Miller, Walden
Middle (4)............Dimitriadis, Matthews, Smith, Woods     
Outside Hitter (6) ................ Biassou, DaCoud, Guereca,

Jamerson, Payne, Wolf      
Libero / DS (3)................................... Crosetti, Groe, Lilly

RETURNERS (9) - 2022 SEASON STATS
No. 	 Name	 SP-MP-MS	    K	 K/S	   E	  TA	 PCT	   A	 A/S	 SA	 SE	  D	 D/S	 RE	 BS	 BA	 TB	 B/S	 PTS	 PTS/S	
	 2	 Kaitlynn Biassou	 117-29-29	 431	 3.68	 230	 1216	 .165	 7	 0.06	 33	 48	 227	 1.94	 15	 6	 69	 75	 0.64	 504.5	 4.31
  4	 Lauryn Payne	 54-18-6	 36	 0.67	 26	 156	 .064	 0	 0.00	 0	 1	 19	 0.35	 0	 2	 26	 28	 0.52	 51.0	 0.94
  6	 Madison Blanco	 32-13-0	 1	 0.03	 0	 2	 .500	 3	 0.09	 5	 9	 30	 0.94	 1	 0	 0	 0	 0.00	 6.0	 0.19
  8	 Uxue Guereca	 108-27-27	 338	 3.13	 120	 1002	 .218	 26	 0.24	 30	 16	 330	 3.06	 28	 7	 37	 44	 0.41	 393.5	 3.64
 10	 Kali Wolf	 111-28-23	 228	 2.05	 97	 756	 .173	 15	 0.14	 24	 24	 270	 2.43	 46	 6	 36	 42	 0.38	 276.0	 2.49	
	11	 Melissa Walden	 87-26-7	 13	 0.15	 3	 50	 .200	 436	 5.01	 8	 11	 138	 1.59	 0	 0	 17	 17	 0.20	 29.5	 0.34
 12	 Arianna Jamerson	 19-9-0	 12	 0.63	 11	 39	 .026	 1	 0.05	 2	 1	 6	 0.32	 1	 0	 2	 2	 0.11	 15	 0.79
	17	 Emma Smith	 Did not play
19	 Elizabeth Woods	 47-26-24	 23	 0.49	 13	 89	 .112	 0	 0.00	 0	 0	 0	 0.00	 0	 1	 13	 14	 0.30	 30.5	 1.70
 	

PLAYERS LOST (6) - 2022 SEASON STATS
No. 	 Name	 SP-MP-MS	    K	 K/S	   E	  TA	 PCT	   A	 A/S	 SA	 SE	  D	 D/S	 RE	 BS	 BA	 TB	 B/S	 PTS	 PTS/S	
1		  Avital Jaloba	 117-29-29	 168	 1.44	 63	 457	 .230	 9	 0.08	 11	 16	 76	 0.65	 1	 21	 126	 114	 0.97	 263	 2.25
3		  Alena Moldan	 117-29-0	 3	 0.03	 1	 7	 .286	 96	 0.82	 27	 31	 502	 4.29	 26	 0	 0	 0	 0.00	 30	 0.26
7		  Kailee Gims	 1-1-0	 0	 0.00	 0	 0	 .000	 0	 0.00	 0	 0	 0	 0.00	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0.00	 0	 0
14		  Anilee Sher	 93-26-22	 28	 0.30	 7	 92	 .228	 718	 7.72	 22	 30	 171	 1.84	 0	 1	 23	 13.5	 0.14	 62.5	 0.67
15		  Sydney Moore	 1-1-0	 0	 0.00	 0	 0	 .000	 0	 0.00	 0	 0	 0	 0.00	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0.00	 0	 0
16		  Lea Zurlinden	 117-29-25	 150	 1.28	 49	 362	 .279	 7	 0.06	 8	 12	 49	 0.42	 0	 5	 86	 61.5	 0.53	 206.0	 1.76
Led team

Newcomers (7)
 No. 	 Name	 Pos.	
1	 Mattison Matthews	 MB
3	 Giselle Groe	 L / DS
5	 Athina Dimitriadis	 MB
7	 Samarah DaCoud	 OH
9	 Angela Crosetti	 L / DS
15	 Kynzie Lilly	 L / DS
16	 Madeleine Miller	 S
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GENERAL INFORMATION
Name of School.............................University of New Mexico
City/Zip........................................ Albuquerque, N.M.  87106
Founded................................. 1889 by Territorial Legislature
Enrollment...................................................................22,225
Nickname..................................................................... Lobos
School Colors..................................................Cherry & Silver
Conference....................................................Mountain West
Affiliation....................................................... NCAA Division I
President .................................................  Dr. Garnett Stokes
Athletic Director................................................. Eddie Nuñez

PROGRAM HISTORY
First Year of Volleyball....................................................1975
All-Time Record (Pct.).....................................711-686 (.509)
Mountain West Record (Pct.).........................170-218 (.438) 
NCAA Tournament Appearances.........................................9
  	 1981, 1988, 1990, 1991, 1992, 1993, 1994, 2009 & 
2010
NCAA Tournament Record 	 5-9
Last NCAA Postseason Opponent 	 USC
Last NCAA Postseason Result	 L, 0-3, 2010 (1st Rd.)
Conference Championships.................................................2
	 1988 (High Country) and 1991 (WAC)

TEAM INFORMATION
2022 Overall Record........................................... 17-12 (.586)
2022 Mountain West Record................................ 8-10 (.444)
2022 Mountain West Finish............................................. 5th
Letterwinners Returning/Lost.......................................... 8/6
Starters Returning/Lost....................................... 3/2 + libero 
Newcomers..........................................................................7

VOLLEYBALL STAFF
Head Coach........................................ Jon Newman-Gonchar
                                                        (Northern Arizona, 2005)
Year at UNM......................................................... 5th season
Year Overall.......................................................... 5th season
Record at UNM (Pct.).......................................... 54-52 (.509)
MW Record (Pct.)............................................... 29-39 (.426)
Career Record (Pct.)...................................................... Same
Associate Head Coach / Recruiting Coordinator:
.	 April Sanchez (Colorado Mesa, 2011)
Year at UNM......................................................... 5th season
Assistant Coach/ Offensive Coordinator:
	 Matt Kuelpman (LMU, 2015)
Year at UNM..........................................................1st season
Director of Volleyball Operations:
	 Collin Tate (Texas A&M, 2022)
Year at UNM..........................................................1st season

Head Athletic Trainer............................................ Bob Waller
Volleyball Athletic Trainer...........................Emma Stratmoen
Strength Coach............................................... Russ McCarthy
Academic Advisor.........................................Joylynn Benefiel

COMMUNICATIONS
Volleyball Contact/Asst. Dir. of Communications...................
	 .............................................................. Connor Gilbert
Email......................................................connorgil@unm.edu
Cell Phone (Preferred)................................... (509) 481-3375
Communications Office................................. (505) 925-5520

DIGITAL MEDIA
Athletics Website..............................................GoLobos.com
Main University Web Site........................................ unm.edu
Conference Website.......................................... TheMW.com
Twitter .......................................................... @UNMLoboVB
Instagram .....................................................  @UNMLoboVB
Facebook....................................................... @UNMLoboVB

FACILITIES
Main Home Venue..................... Johnson Center Gymnasium 
Capacity.........................................................................4,800 
Location...................................... Redondo Dr. & Stanford Dr.

and three graduate transfers – augment UNM’s depth all over 
the court. Walden played in 26 of UNM’s 29 matches last 
season at setter, and ranks No. 2 among active MWC players 
in career assists per set (6.56). She has yet to finish a game 
this season with less than 30 assists, averaging a career-high 
9.42 a set. 
Woods started each match for UNM, providing 10 kills in 10 
sets with a team-high 10 total blocks. She

TERRIFIC TRANSFER TRIO 
Grad transfer middle blockers Athina Dimitriadis (692 kills 
and 215 blocks over four seasons at Hofstra and FIU) and 
Mattison Matthews (career .312 hitting % over four seasons 
at Virginia) both bolster the Lobos’ front line, while St. John’s 
transfer libero Angela Crosetti looks to play a significant role in 
her first collegiate action since 2021. Dimitriadis has 313 set 
appearances to her name, with Matthews appearing in 192 
over her time at Virginia. 
Dimitriadis and Crosetti have appeared in every set so far for 
UNM. Crosetti has nearly twice as many digs (117) as any 
other Lobo while producing 23 assists and sering up 3 aces. 
Dimitriadis was named to the All-Tournament Team at both the 
adidas/UCI Invitational as well as the Lobo Invitational -- over 
24 sets of action, she’s racked up 48 kills and 15 blocks.

GOOD, BETTER, BEST, BIASSOU 
In her fifth and final season at UNM, Kaitlynn Biassou has 
continued to get better each year. This year, she sees the 
Lobos making a similar jump. 
“This is the most depth we’ve had since I’ve been here, and 
I’m super excited about our potential,” Biassou said. “We made 
it to the (MWC) tournament the last two years and lost in the 
first round both times. This year I want to get back and win the 
tournament. That’s what I’m focused on.”  
Biassou put up career-high numbers for the third straight 
season in 2022, with 431 kills (3.68 per set) to go with 33 
service aces and 504.5 points – all team-highs for UNM. The 
Reno, Nev. native ranked No. 4 in the Mountain West in kills 
and No. 3 in points per set (4.31) while also picking up 227 
digs (1.94 per set) and tallying 75 total blocks.  
Over the past weekend, she racked up 33 kills and 33 digs 
(2.75/set). 
Among active MWC players, Biassou ranks No. 2 in kills per 
set (3.35) and points per set (3.91). 
In MWC play last season, Biassou cracked double-digit kills 
in 14 out of 18 conference matchups, matching a career-high 
twice with 26 kills vs. Wyoming (Sep. 29) and at Nevada (Oct. 
15). Those two performances were the third-highest total by 
a MWC player in a conference game last season, with her 31 
points in that Wyoming match ranking as the most in a single 
game in MWC action. Additionally, Biassou’s 21 kills against 
Utah State (Sep. 24) ranked as the second-most in a three-set 
match. 
Biassou is also a threat at the service line, with four matches 
with three or more service aces -- including five against Abilene 
Christian -- and eight matches with multiple aces in a match.  
She’s served up 11 aces over 24 sets so far this season.

EXPERIENCE ALL OVER 
A total of seven seniors (4 grad seniors, 1 redshirt senior, 
2 true seniors) combined for 1,652 sets played -- the most 
seniors Newman-Gonchar has ever had on a roster during his 
time at UNM. 
Co-captains Kaitlynn Biassou, Kali Wolf and Uxue are the first 
trio to record at least 200 kills and 20 service aces each in the 
same season under Newman-Gonchar, and first since 2016. 

STIFLING EFFORT 
Over the first two weeks of the season, the Lobos have held 
opponents to .158 hitting -- over the last week, their .126 
opponent average was the best among MWC teams, and they 
forced a conference-best 84 attack errors in that span while 
committing just 54 themselves. UNM held 16 opponents below 
a .200 hitting percentage last season, with one opponent 
(Portland State) below .100 (.089).  
In 2022, UNM held opponents to a .187 hitting percentage, 
which ranked No. 1 in the Mountain West. In MW matches in 
2022, UNM led the league in digs per set (16.14) and finished 
2nd in opp. hitting % (.188).

GROWING BUZZ 
The Lobos have seen an increase in attendance in each 
season since 2019 -- not counting the 2020-21 season that 
limited attendance -- and UNM’s average attendance of 841 
per home game last season is its highest since 2016 and most 
since Newman-Gonchar took the reins. 
Over UNM’s first weekend slate at The Pit for the Lobo 
Invitational, the Lobos averaged 883 fans in attendance per 
game, including over 1,100 fans at UNM’s three-set win over 
St. John’s last Friday.

RECORD WATCH 
Earlier last season, Biassou became the 15th Lobo all-time to 

reach 1,000 career kills. Currently at No. 4 on the program’s 
all-time kills list at 1,364 after 33 last weekend, she’s 260 away 
from moving ahead of Chantale Riddle for the top spot -- a feat 
she’s surpassed in each of the last two seasons. 
Biassou joined the top-10 career points list against Nevada last 
season, and currently sits at No. 4 all-time with 1600. She’s 4 
points from third-place and 310 from the top spot -- also held 
by Riddle -- and has scored at least 450 points in each of the 
last two seasons. 
Biassou entered the program’s all-time Top 10 in service aces 
last weekend and is now 22 away from the No. 2 spot. 

LATE-NIGHT THRILLER IN IRVINE 
Friday night’s five-set comeback win over Irvine was the 
longest ever played in UCI’s Bren Events Center, going 3 
hours and 10 minutes in total. Double-doubles from Uxue 
Guereca (20 kills, 20 digs), Kali Wolf (12 kills, 11 digs) and 
Melissa Walden (41 assists, 19 digs) led the way as the Lobos 
rallied from down 2-1, ripping off a 4-0 run down 12-11 in the 
final set with four straight kills – three from Dimitriadis – to seal 
the deal. Kaitlynn Biassou added 13 kills and 7 digs, serving 
up a pair of aces.

CROSETTI NAMED MW DEFENSIVE POTW 
After a highly productive weekend in her first collegiate action 
since 2021, New Mexico Libero Angela Crosetti was named 
the first Mountain West Defensive Player of the Week for the 
2023 season. 
A grad transfer by way of St. John’s, Crosetti leads the MW 
in total digs (68) and digs per set (5.67) after appearing in all 
12 sets for the Lobos at the UCI Invitational, where they went 
2-1 overall and finished as tournament champions. She also 
tallied 35 errorless receptions and generated 15 assists in the 
process. 
Lobos volleyball players earned MW weekly honors four times 
last season, including a sweep of all three awards.

2022 LOBOS RECORD 
WHEN... 
Overall .......................................................................................17-12
Home .............................................................................................7-5
Away	7-5 
Neutral ...........................................................................................3-2
Against Ranked Opponents............................................................0-0 
After a win..................................................................................... 11-6
After a loss......................................................................................5-6
Hitting .300 or Better ......................................................................1-0
Holding Opponents Under .200 Hitting ........................................12-6
Leading in Kills ..............................................................................9-2
Trailing in Kills .............................................................................7-10
Leading in Aces ...........................................................................14-2
Trailing in Aces ..............................................................................1-9
Equal Aces......................................................................................2-1
Leading in Digs ..............................................................................7-4
Trailing in Digs ...............................................................................7-8
Equal Digs......................................................................................3-0
Leading in Blocks ..........................................................................8-5
Trailing in Blocks ...........................................................................6-7
Equal Blocks...................................................................................3-0
Leading in Hitting Percentage .....................................................15-1
Trailing in Hitting Percentage....................................................... 2-11 
Lobo records a double-double......................................................13-9
Multiple double-doubles..................................................................8-6

BY SETS
Winning First Set .........................................................................13-1
Losing First Set ............................................................................ 4-11
Winning Second Set..................................................................... 11-4
Losing Second Set.........................................................................6-8
Tied 1-1..........................................................................................6-5
Trailing 0-2......................................................................................2-7
Leading 2-0.....................................................................................9-0
Winning Third Set.........................................................................14-3
Losing Third Set.............................................................................2-9
Leading 2-1.....................................................................................9-0
Trailing 2-1......................................................................................2-8
Winning Fourth Set.........................................................................8-6
Losing Fourth Set...........................................................................2-3
Winning Fifth Set............................................................................5-0
Losing Fifth Set...............................................................................0-6
In Three Sets .................................................................................6-4
In Four Sets....................................................................................6-2 
In Five Sets.....................................................................................5-6 

BY MONTH
August............................................................................................2-0
September......................................................................................8-3
October...........................................................................................4-5
November.......................................................................................3-4

Sets Won by Set	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5		  Total
New Mexico	 14	 15	 14	 13	 5	 	 65
Opponents	 14	 13	 11	 6	 6		  49
Points by Set	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5		  Total
New Mexico	 668	662	 681	 462	154		 2627
Opponents	 651	 655	 639	 510	 162		 2517
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SENIOR (at Virginia) | 2022-23: All-ACC Academic Team selection … Appeared in 16 matches, including 12 starts, and played in 47 sets … Finished third 
on the team in blocks per set (0.68) … Finished third on the team with a .281 hitting percentage (min. 100 TA) … Posted a season-high seven blocks in UVA’s win 
over ETSU (Aug. 26) … Registered a season-best nine kills and hit .375 against Wake Forest (Nov. 20).
JUNIOR (at Virginia) | 2021-22: Appeared in seven matches and played in 11 sets.
SOPHOMORE (at Virginia) | 2020-21:  Appeared in all 14 matches and played in 48 sets … Averaged 1.54 kills per set while hitting .257 … Led the team 
in block solos (7) and block assists (43) … Her 1.04 blocks-per-set average was good for second on the team … Registered a season-best nine kills and 12 points 
against Virginia Tech (Oct. 18).
FRESHMAN (at Virginia) | 2019: Appeared in 28 matches, playing 86 sets … Set UVA freshman hitting record with her .382 mark … That percentage was 
the second-best single season average in program history … 1.00 blocks per set is fifth-best mark by a UVA freshman in program history …Season-best 12 kills 
and 15 points against Virginia Tech (Sept. 27) … Season-high eight blocks against Elon (Sept. 21).
HIGH SCHOOL: Five-time South Carolina All-State selection … Two-time MaxPreps Player of the Week … SCISA 3A Player of the year in 2016 and 2017 … 
Led all of South Carolina with 648 kills in 2018 and finished third with 145 blocks … Floored 23 kills to lead Ashley Hall to 2018 state title … Holds the Ashley Hall 

record for career kills … Also lettered in track.
PERSONAL
Daughter of Patrick and Margie Matthews … Has three older sisters; Jessica, Patrice and Whitney … Cousin Benavia Jenkins is current volleyball head coach at ETSU and former standout at Florida who 
made two Final Four appearances with the Gators.

MATTISON MATTHEWS 11

CAREER STATS and SINGLE-MATCH HIGHS

MB • 5-11 • GSR. 
Charleston, S.C. • Ashley Hall HS / Virginia

2023 MATCH-BY-MATCH
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KAITLYNN BIASSOU
Named a co-captain for 2020-21, 2021-22, 2022-23 and 2023-24 season. 
SENIOR | 2022-23: Selected as a team co-captain… named MW All-Conference… started in all 29 matches and played in all 117 sets… finished with double-digit kills in 24 matches with 
six matches with 20-plus kills… averaged 4.31 points per set, 3.68 kills per set, 1.94 digs per set… recorded seven double-doubles… twice posted 26 kills to tie career high and had five service 
aces against Abilene Christian to tie career high… set career high in blocks (eight vs. Boise State), solo blocks (three at Wyoming) and assisted blocks (eight vs. Boise State)… fourth in MW in 
kills per set (3.66) and second in number of kills (260) in MW matches and fourth in MW in overall kills per set (3.68) with a conference-best 431 kills… third in overall points per set (4.31) with 
a conference-best 504.5 points and third in points per set in MW matches with 4.26 but second in point total with 302.5… finished the season fourth in career points (1514) and fourth in career 
kills (1298)… led the team in kills (431), service aces (33) and points (504.5)… kills and points were a career best… 31.0 points against Wyoming was the most by any MW player in a match 
this season….named MW Scholar-Athlete and to the MW All-Academic Team.
JUNIOR | 2021-22: Named a team co-captain for the second-straight year … MW All-Conference … named Mountain West Offensive Player of the Week twice (Aug. 30 and Oct. 11) … 
recorded her 1000-career point at the Mountain West Tournament … started in all 30 matches, played in all 107 sets … best season as a Lobo with 391 kills, .256 hitting percentage, 17 assists, 
170 digs, 36 service aces and 459.5 points… finished with 10-plus kills in 20 matches, 20-plus kills in three matches … led the Lobos with 391 kills (3.65 per set), 36 service aces and 459.5 
points (4.29 per set) … hit over .400 in eight matches, over .500 in three matches and hit a career-best .606 against Nevada … career-high 26 kills against Utah State, finishing with a ca-
reer-high 30.0 points … 11 matches with multiple service aces in a match, including a career-high five against Northern Arizona … fifth on the team digs (170, 1.59 per set) and fourth in blocks 
per set (0.59) and third in total blocks (63.0) … most service aces in a single-season in program history in the 25-point rally scoring era … eight-most points in a single-season in program 
history in the 25-point rally scoring era … ninth-most kills in a single-season in program history in the 25-point rally scoring era … 26 kills were tied for the fifth-most in a match in program his-
tory in the 25-point rally scoring era and the five service aces were tied for the second-most in a match in program history in the 25-point rally scoring era … finished with four double-doubles… 

named a Mountain West Scholar-Athlete… named to the Academic All-MW team.
SOPHOMORE | 2020-21: Named a team co-captain … started all 14 matches and played in all 53 sets … led the Lobos with 183 kills (3.45 k/s), a .192 hitting percentage, 17 service aces and 214 points (4.05 pts/s) … second on the 
team in digs at 124 (2.34 d/s) and in blocks (24 total, five solo) … finished with five double-doubles … posted a career-high 25 kills in the last match of the season against Utah State … finished with 10-plus kills in 10 matches and 20-plus in two 
matches … recorded a career-high two assists at Air Force on Feb. 27 and four service aces and two solo blocks at San Jose State on March 25 … also tallied a career-high 17 digs at Nevada to start the season on Feb. 5 … finished fifth in the 
Mountain West in kills per set and points per set and 10th in service aces per set (0.32) … her 25 kills against the Aggies were the third highest recorded by an individual in the MW this season and her 22 were tied for the fifth most … named to 
the All-Mountain West team.
FRESHMAN | 2019: Appeared in all 30 matches, starting in all but one, and 110 sets … tied for the team high in hitting percentage with .211 … third on the team in kills with 293, averaging 2.66 kills per set … third on the team in points with 
335.0 (3.05 pts/s) … third on the team in total blocks with 79.0 (five solo, 74 assisted) … had a season-high 23 kills against Oregon State, the first Lobo to record more than 20 kills in a match since September 2018, and most kills recorded by a 
Lobo in a match in 2019 … led the Lobos in kills in seven matches and tied for the team high in four … recorded double-digit kills in 14 matches including six of the last eight matches … recorded the third- and fourth-best hitting percentage in a 
match with a .478 (14-3-23) rate versus Nevada (Nov. 16) and a .438 (18-4-32) rate versus Utah State (Oct. 12) … accounted for four of the top-10 individual attack percentages on the season … named to the All-Tournament Team at the North 
Texas Challenge … named a MW Scholar-Athlete.

22

CAREER STATS and SINGLE-MATCH HIGHS

OH • 5-9 • GSR. 
Sparks, Nev. • Reno HS

2022 MATCH-BY-MATCH

2023 MATCH-BY-MATCH
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Giselle Groe
HIGH SCHOOL: Played both volleyball and beach volleyball at Mater Dei all four years … Named to 2020 U.S. Girls U17 A2 
National Training Team … Two-time MaxPreps Player of the Match in 2021.

33L / DS • 5-5 • FR. 
Torrance, Calif. • Mater Dei HS

Lauryn Payne
FRESHMAN | 2022-23: Played in 18 matches and 54 sets with six starts … finished with 36 kills, 19 digs, 28 total blocks (two 
solo, 26 assisted) and 51.0 points… season-high eight kills at Air Force and a season-high four total blocks at Nevada… named 
MW Scholar-Athlete and to the MW All-Academic Team.

HIGH SCHOOL: Graduated from Riverside High School… member of the National Society of High School Scholars…Riverside 
HS National Honor Society candidate for three years… member of the 10 Foot Club… named to the AVCA Phenom List… played 
club ball for Sudden Impact Volleyball, Paramount Volleyball Club.

PERSONAL: Born Aug. 25 in Dayton, Ohio… parents are John Payne and Angela Brown… has three siblings:  Michaela, 
Aubrey and Norah.

44OH • 5-11 • SO. 
Leesburg, Va. • Riverside HS

CAREER STATS and SINGLE-MATCH HIGHS

2022 MATCH-BY-MATCH

2023 MATCH-BY-MATCH
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ATHINA  
DIMITRIADIS
SENIOR (at FIU) | 2022-23: Appeared in 108 sets over 29 matches, one of only three players on FIU’s roster to do so … Totaled ca-
reer-highs of 272 kills, 68 digs, 18 aces and 86 blocks, tallying 344 points in total … Led the team in kills, points and blocks … Named to C-USA 
Women’s Volleyball All-Academic Team.
JUNIOR (at Hofstra) | 2021-22: Played in 85 sets over 28 matches … Totaled 178 kills, seven assists, 12 service aces, 56 digs, and 67 
blocks … Was fourth on the team in kills and third in blocks … Ranked eighth in the CAA in hitting percentage … Tallied double figures in kills 
seven times, including 13 on three occasions … Posted two assists versus Towson … Had two or more service aces four times, including three 
versus Kent State and Towson … Posted three or more digs 13 times … Had a season-high seven digs versus Kent State … Had three or more 
blocks on 13 occasions, with a season-best six at Delaware and versus Charleston.
SOPHOMORE (at Hofstra) | 2020-21: Appeared in 22 sets in seven matches … Posted 46 kills, 17 digs, and 10 blocks … Ranked 
second on the team in kills and fourth in blocks … Tallied three or more kills in all seven matches … Had a season-high nine kills twice, 
including in each of the Pride’s last two matches of the season at Delaware and Northeastern … Tallied four or more digs three times, including 
a season-best six at Delaware … Had three blocks twice, versus Stony Brook and at Northeastern … Dean’s List student … Member of Athletic 

Director Scholars Academic Honor Roll … CAA Commissioner’s Academic Honor Roll recipient.
FRESHMAN (at Hofstra) | 2019: Colonial Athletic Association All-Rookie Team … Saw action in 98 sets over 28 matches … Tallied 188 kills, 48 blocks, 11 digs, six service aces, and 
four assists … Ranked third on the team in kills, second in blocks … Notched a career-high 17 kills versus Delaware in the CAA Quarterfinals … Recorded three of her four assists in 
conference play … Member of Athletic Director Scholars Academic Honor Roll … CAA Commissioner’s Academic Honor Roll recipient.
HIGH SCHOOL: Played volleyball at SLZB in Berlin, Germany … Team won the U20 German Championship in 2018 and was second in 2017.
PERSONAL: Started playing volleyball at the age of 12…Born in Kavala, Greece…Enjoys playing the flute in her spare time and has played in orchestra for many years in the 
choir…Lists Shawn Mendes as her favorite musician, Meryl Streep as her favorite actress, Lauren Barfield as her favorite athlete and Schnitzel as her favorite food…Has one sib-
ling…Avid skier since the age of four…International business major.

55

CAREER STATS and SINGLE-MATCH HIGHS

MB • 6-5 • GSR.
Thessaloniki, Greece  • SLZB (Germany) / Hofstra / FIU

2023 MATCH-BY-MATCH 
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MADISON BLANCO
FRESHMAN | 2022-23: Played in 13 matches and 32 sets… finished with one kill, three assists, five service aces, 30 digs… 
had a season-high 14 digs at Nevada… finished with two assists against Northern Arizona…. named MW Scholar-Athlete and to 
the MW All-Academic Team.

HIGH SCHOOL: Graduated from Franklin High School… District 1-6A champions from 2019-21… bi-district champions in 
2018, 2020 and 2021… featured setter on Prep Dig Texas… No. 9 in the state of Texas for total career assists and No. 12 in the 
nation for total career assists… record holder for total career assists at Franklin High School… named El Paso Times’ All-City 
Setter… all-district setter for District 1-6A for three consecutive years (2018-21)… earned a varsity letter all four years… named 
team co-captain from 2019-21… named Franklin High School’s All-Franklin Girl… made the Under Armour All-American watch-
list… member of the Key Club, Student Council and Captain’s Club… completed over 100 hours of community service through the 
National Honor Society.

CLUB: Played for Texas Performance and Wolfpack.

PERSONAL: Born Oct. 11 in El Paso, Texas… parents are Natalie and Gabriel Blanco… has one sibling, Lauren… intends to major in business and accounting.

66S • 5-7 • SO. 
El Paso, Texas • Franklin HS

CAREER STATS and SINGLE-MATCH HIGHS

2022 MATCH-BY-MATCH

SAMARAH DACOUD
HIGH SCHOOL: Graduated from Lakewood High School, where she excelled academically and athletically… high school team won the Moore League in 2019, 
2021 and 2022 and she was named to the Principal’s Honor Roll all four years… started on the varsity team as a freshman and was named a scholar-athlete in 
2019 and an all-league plater… named a team captain in 2021, earning first team all-league and again was named a scholar-athlete… was given the Captain’s 
Award and the MVP High School Award, and was named to the Long Beach Press-Telegram Dream Team First Team.
PERSONAL: Birthday is March 29… born in Harbor City, California… parents are Taion DaCoud and Christina Somera… has three siblings: JT, Syd and 
Shea… intends to major in psychology at UNM. 
Coach Newman-Gonchar on DaCoud: “Samarah is an incredible athlete with a great 6 rotation skill set, from one of the richest volleyball hot beds in 
the country. Her ability to set herself apart in a very strong class of outside hitters from southern California is what fires us up most to have her bring her all-around 
skills and powerful arm to the 505.”
Why UNM: “It was volleyball that lead me to UNM, and it was witnessing firsthand an amazing group of young women that were so welcoming and a coaching 
staff that was extremely supportive. I knew the moment I stood at the whiteboard with Coach Jon that this is where I wanted to win championships and play. Diversi-
ty was one of the most important things for me in selecting a program that I would be proud to represent and play for, and I loved how diverse UNM’s program was. 

Plus, I really enjoy the desert vibe, and it wasn’t too far away from home.”

77OH • 5-10 • FR. 
Long Beach, Calif. • Lakewood HS
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UXUE GUERECA
REDSHIRT JUNIOR | 2022-23: Started in 27 matches and played in 108 sets… averaged 3.64 points per set and 3.13 kills per set… finished with 338 
kills, 330 digs, 26 assists, 30 services aces, 44 total blocks (seven solo, 37 assisted) and 393.5 points… recorded a team-high 16 double-doubles… finished with 
double-digit kills in 19 matches with two matches with 20-plus kills… season-high 23 kills at Wyoming tied her career high… set career highs in blocks (six at Utah 
State) and digs (20 at Boise State)… named MW Defensive Player of the Week on Nov. 14… finished ninth in the MW in kills per set in overall matches and was 
10th in MW matches in kills per set with 3.20….named MW Scholar-Athlete and to the MW All-Academic Team.

REDSHIRT SOPHOMORE | 2021-22: Mountain West All-Conference … Mountain West Offensive Player of the Week (Nov. 22) … started in all 30 match-
es and played in 102 sets … finished with 317 kills, a .276 hitting percentage, 25 assists, 22 service aces, 255 digs, 56.0 total blocks (6 solo) and 370.0 points … 
recorded nine double-doubles … registered 10 or more kills in 18 matches, 20-plus kills in two matches … career-high 23 kills at Air Force … hit .400 or better in six 
matches, over .500 in two matches … recorded a career-best four service aces and five assists at Cal State Fullerton and a career-best five total blocks twice … 
tallied two solo blocks against Wyoming … hit a career-best .545 against San Diego State … second on the team in points, points per set and digs, third in digs per 
set, fourth in service aces and total blocks… named a Mountain West Scholar-Athlete… named to the Academic All-MW team.

REDSHIRT FRESHMAN | 2020-21: Started in four matches, played in 17 sets … recorded a double-double in every match she played in … season-high 14 kills at Fresno State and season-high 
18 digs at Nevada on Feb. 6 … tallied 56.0 points with three service aces, six total blocks (all assisted) and 50 kills … also had three assists and 58 digs … averaged 2.94 kills per set, 3.41 digs per set and 
3.29 points per set … fourth on the team in kills and points … named the Mountain West Defensive Player of the Week following the season opening series at Nevada …  was the first UNM freshman to win 
defensive player of the week since the conference awarded both a defensive and offensive player in 2015. 

HIGH SCHOOL/ INTERNATIONAL: Competed for the Mexican National Team since 15 years old … set the points scoring record for the U18 World Championships in 2017 and was the best scorer 
at the U23 Women’s Pan-American Cup in 2018 … best opposite and best scorer at the NORCECA U20 Women’s Continental Championship in 2018 …  competed in the 2018 World Championships in 
Japan … finished second at the national championships in 2015 and 2018 while winning in 2016 and 2017.
PERSONAL: Born Feb. 12 in Guadalajara, Jalisco, Mexico … daughter of Maria.

88

CAREER STATS and SINGLE-MATCH HIGHS

OH • 5-7 • R-SR. 
Guadalajara, Mexico • Cervantes Loma Bonita
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ANGELA CROSETTI
JUNIOR (at St. John’s) | 2021-22: Did not play (Redshirt).

SOPHOMORE (at St. John’s) | 2020-21:  Appeared in 17 sets and 10 matches for St. John’s… named to BIG EAST All-Academic Team.

FRESHMAN (at SNHU) | 2019: Set school record for most digs in a season by a freshman … finished second in the Northeast-10 conference in digs per set 
(2019).

PERSONAL: Daughter of Paul Crosetti (basketball at Santa Clara University) and Maria Crosetti (volleyball at UDLAP in Puebla, Mexico) … siblings are Danny, 
Lucia, and Gabriel … Selected to Mexican National Women’s Team in 2021.

99

CAREER STATS and SINGLE-MATCH HIGHS
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Kali Wolf
JUNIOR | 2022-23: Played in 28 matches and 111 sets with 23 starts… finished with 228 kills, 15 assists, 24 service aces, 270 digs, 42.0 total blocks (six solo, 36 assisted) and 276.0 
points… averaged 2.49 points per set and 2.05 kills per set… tallied seven double-doubles… 12 matches with double-digit kills and 13 matches with double-digit digs… set a career high 
in service aces (six at Boise State), digs (21 against Liberty), blocks (five at UTEP) and solo blocks (two at UCSD)… named MW Scholar-Athlete and to the MW All-Academic Team.
SOPHOMORE | 2021-22: Started all 30 matches and played in all 107 sets … finished with 201 kills, 17 assists, 26 service aces, 23 total blocks, 240.0 points … recorded 10 or more 
kills in five matches with a season-best 12 kills against UNLV in the Mountain West Tournament … recorded her first double-double of the season in the MW Tournament match with 12 
kills and 12 digs … tallied double-digit digs in four matches with a season-high 12 … third on the team in kills and points, second in service aces, fourth in digs… named a Mountain West 
Scholar-Athlete… named to the Academic All-MW team.
FRESHMAN | 2020-21: Started all 14 matches and played in all 53 sets … finished with 117 kills, seven assists, 107 digs, 12 service aces, 13 total blocks and 136.5 points … averaged 
2.2 kills per set, 2.0 digs per set and 2.6 points per set … recorded a season-high 20 kills at Nevada on Feb. 6 … twice recorded three service aces (at San Diego State on Feb. 20 and at 
Nevada on Feb. 5) … season-high 15 digs to open season at Nevada on Feb. 5 … posted three double-doubles … second on the team in kills, service aces and points … third in digs … 
named Mountain West Offensive Player of the Week following the Nevada series … was the first freshman to win the offensive weekly honor since UNM’s Sarah Lobo won it in 2017.

HIGH SCHOOL: Graduated from Waconia High School … won the Wright County Conference Championship in 2016 and 2017 … Minnesota PrepVolleyball No. 1 ranked player in 2018 … Minnesota PrepVolleyball No. 5 ranked player in 
2019 … Star Tribune All-Metro Third Team in 2018 … Volleyball All-Conference Honorable Mention in 2015 and 2016 … Volleyball All-Conference in 2017, 2018 and 2019 … Volleyball All-State First Team in 2019 … STMA All-Tournament 
Team in 2017 and 2019 … Eastview All-Tournament Team in 2018 … Star Tribune All-Metro Second Team in 2019 … Star Tribune Player of the Week in 2019 … won the Waconia “Wildcat” Award in 2019 … AVCA High School All-Region 
Region 7 in 2019 … MNVBCA Academic All-State in 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018 and 2019 … five-time letterwinner in volleyball … member of the National Honor Society in 2018 and 2019 … finished with 1440 kills, 1346 digs and became 
the all-time career leader in kills and digs at Waconia.

1010
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Melissa walden
JUNIOR | 2022-23: Played in 26 matches and 87 sets with seven starts… finished with 436 assists, 138 digs, eight service aces, 13 
kills, 17.0 total blocks (all assisted)… recorded six double-doubles with three in the last four matches… averaged 5.01 assists per 
set and 1.59 digs per set… 10 matches with 20 or more assists, eight matches with 30 or more assists and tallied a career-best 52 
assists against Wyoming… double-digit assists in the last seven matches… named MW Scholar-Athlete and to the MW All-Academic 
Team.
SOPHOMORE | 2021: Started in 26 matches and played in 94 sets … led the Lobos with 752 assists, an average of 8.0 per set … 
finished with 250 digs, 20 total blocks (one solo), 34 kills and 57.5 points … tallied a team-high 13 double-doubles … career-high 42 
assists against Boise State (10/9) … finished with 20-plus assists in all but two matches and 30-plus assists in 11 matches … sea-
son-high 20 digs against SeattleU … season-high five kills at Cal State Fullerton … 752 assists are the eighth-most assists in a single 
season in program history in the 25-point rally scoring era… named a Mountain West Scholar-Athlete… named to the Academic 
All-MW team.
FRESHMAN (at Texas A&M) | 2020-21: Appeared in two matches and four sets … tallied three assists at South Carolina (2/10) … 

recorded two digs vs. Florida (3/25) … Spring AD Academic Honor Roll … Fall AD Academic Honor Roll … Fall SEC Academic Honor Roll.
HIGH SCHOOL: Four-year varsity setter/right side hitter for WVHS … was named the Team MVP… led her team to a conference championship to finish off her senior 
year … helped her team to win regionals her sophomore year for the first time in school history since 1999 and continuing it for the following three years … all-conference 
special mention as a junior and sophomore … 2019 Beacon News Player of the Year, three-time AAU All-American … graduated high school with honors.
PERSONAL: Born Dec. 5 in Denver, Colo. … parents are Ayten and David Walden … has three siblings: Michael, Kristin and Jon …  majoring in English.
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arianna jamerson
FRESHMAN | 2022-23: Played in nine matches and 19 sets… finished with 12 kills, one assist, two service aces, six digs and 
15.0 points… season-high six kills against Northern Arizona, hitting .667 (6-0-9)… finished with 8.0 points against NAU with six 
kills, two aces and also had a season-high three digs.

HIGH SCHOOL: Graduated from Cleveland High School in 2021… two-time all-metro, three-time all-state and all-district, four-
time all-academic team… 2021 Athlete of the Year… also lettered in track.

CLUB: Played for Duke City, ARVC, Albuquerque Juniors… four-time regional champion and five-time national qualifier.

PERSONAL: Born March 16 in Albuquerque … parents are Andrea Montoya and Daniel Jamerson, Vicente Ramirez and Lauren 
Jamerson… has four siblings: Isabella, Andres, Donovan and Kiana… grandpa, mom, aunt/ godmother, cousins and stepmom all 

graduated from UNM… intends to major in biochemistry.
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Kynzie Lilly
HIGH SCHOOL: Graduated from Fort Bend Travis High School… named to the all-district team from 202-22 and academic all-district 
from 2019-22… team made the 6A state playoffs in 2019, 2021 and 2022… was named to the AVCA Phenom List in 2019, 2020 and 
2021, to the Volleyball Prep Magazine Frosh 59 in 2019, the AVCA All-American List in 2022 and to the GHVCA All-Area Team in 
2022… invited to the Under Armour All-American Camp in 2022…has played 378 sets, recording 1482 digs, 1876 serve receptions 
and 89 aces, all of which were school records.

PERSONAL: Birthday is Jan. 5… born in Richmond, Texas… parents are Guy and Lynell Lilly… has four siblings: Farran, Fallon, 
Kyndal and Kyla…intends to be a criminology major at UNM.

Coach Newman-Gonchar on Lilly: Kynzie Lilly is a rising force at the libero position. She has played against some of the best play-
ers in Texas, which is going to set her up well for stepping in and adding great depth to our serve receive and defensive units.

On why UNM: “I loved the coaching staff and how friendly the team was. Also, the opportunity to have new experiences away from home in a beautiful city.”

1515L / DS • 5-7 • FR.
Richmond, Texas • Fort Bend Travis HS

EMMA SMITH
FRESHMAN | 2020-21: Played in eight matches, with seven starts, and in 28 sets … finished with 26 kills, two assists, one service ace, 10 digs and 23.0 
blocks … accounted for 39.0 points, an average of 1.39 per set … recorded a season-high seven kills and four digs at Air Force on Feb. 27 … season-high 
two assists and six total blocks (one solo, five assisted) at San Diego State on Feb. 20 … third on the team in total blocks.

HIGH SCHOOL: Graduated from Oak Ridge High School … played in 103 sets her senior season with 124 kills, a hitting percentage of .247 and 74 blocks 
(26 solo) … was a 15-6A area finalist in 2019 and 15-6A regional quarterfinalist in 2018 … 2019 Middle Blocker of the Year for District 15-6A … 2019 District 
15-6A First Team … 2019 GHVCA Postseason Team … 2019-20 A/B Honor Roll.

CLUB: Played for TAV Houston for five years …  2019 TAVC All-Texas Team 6A … 2019 TAVC Academic Team.

PERSONAL: Born June 27 in Conroe, Texas … parents are DeeAnna and Gary Smith … has one sibling, Brooke … majoring in elementary education.
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ELIZABETH WOODS
TWO-TIME MW FRESHMAN OF THE WEEK (SEPT. 6 AND NOV. 1, 2021)
SOPHOMORE | 2022-23: Played in 20 matches and 47 sets with six starts… finished with 23 kills, 12 digs and 14.0 total blocks (one 
solo, 13 assisted)… season-high six kills at Northern Arizona… also had a season-high five assisted blocks at NAU…named MW 
Scholar-Athlete and to the MW All-Academic Team.

FRESHMAN | 2021-22: Twice named Mountain West Freshman of the Week (Sept. 6 and Nov. 1) … played in 88 sets and 22 match-
es … finished with 98 kills, three assists, 88 total blocks (15 solo) and 149.5 points … averaged 1.0 blocks per set and 1.70 points per 
set … second on the team in total blocks, but led the team in solo blocks … season-high nine kills against Southeastern Louisiana … 
recorded seven total blocks in three matches and had two solo blocks in three matches… named a Mountain West Scholar-Athlete… 
named to the Academic All-MW team.

HIGH SCHOOL: Graduated from Sachse High School … lettered in volleyball and basketball … earned academic and team honors in 
both volleyball and basketball … team recorded the most wins in a season after going 43-8 in 2019-20 … team reached the regional 
quarterfinals in 2019-20 … named Freshman of the Year in 2017-18 … first team all-district in volleyball and basketball in 2019 and 

academic all-district the last three years … was recognized for her academic excellence by the Garland I.S.D. and was a member of the National Honor Society … 
NAACP award winner in 2017 … was in the top-100 in Texas for basketball.

PERSONAL: Born Jan. 4 in Plano, Texas … mother is Janett Woods … intends to major in accounting.

1919

CAREER STATS and SINGLE-MATCH HIGHS

MB • 6-2 • JR. 
Rowlett,Texas • Sachse HS

2022 MATCH-BY-MATCH

2022 MATCH-BY-MATCH



2023 New Mexico volleyball • 17

2023 OVERALL STATS
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2022 CONFERENCE STATS

2022 MOUNTAIN WEST STANDINGS
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2023 NEW MEXICO LEADERBOARD
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2022 MATCH-BY-MATCH COMPARISON
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2023 TEAM MATCH HIGHS
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2023 INDIVIDUAL MATCH HIGHS


