ATBASH

Atbash is a simple substitution very similar in nature to the Caesar
Substitution. Whereas the Caesar substitution was Roman in origin, Atbash is
Jewish in origin.
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In Atbash, the last letter represents the first, the second to last represents the
second and so on:

PLAINTEXT ab
Z Y

cdefghijklmnopgrstuvwzixyz
CIPHERTEXT XWVUTSRQPONMLEKJIHGEFEUDTCIBA

Atbash is even simpler to solve than the Caesar Substitution as there is only
one solution to try!

You may start to wonder how we could start to solve a monoalphabetic
substitution if we do not know whether the cipher alphabet is atbash, caesar,
some combination of the two or just random! This will be addressed later
when I discuss monoalphabetic substitution. In the meantime, can you decode
the following atbash? I've provided a key to save some legwork.

Blf ziv mlg z Qvwr bvg (Wzigs Ezwvi gl Ofpv Hpbdzopvi)

You shouldn't have had a problem with this, it's fairly easy!

Atbash can also be combined with a caesar shift, to produce a Reversed
Caesar substitution.

An example is shown below.

PLAINTEXT a b cd

efghijklmnopgrstuvwzxyz
CIPHERTEXT WV UTSROQPONMLKJIHGEFEDCBAZYX

[Excerpt from “Beginners' Guide to Cryptography” by Murky]






