
BEAUFORT
Well-known Victorian (Admiral Sir Francis Beaufort, R.N., K.C.B (he of the
Beaufort scale of winds), proposed a cypher based on what is known as a
Vigenere tableau. 

It was sold on a 4 by 5 inch card (which folded to make a "pamphlet") and
was advertized as offering encryption for "telegrams and postcards" --
postcards were quite as new (and just a public) as telegrams. A Vigenere
tableau -- tableau is just French for 'table', but sounds so much more
sophisticated -- contains lines of alphabets, each shifted on letter to the left of
the one above. Beaufort's modification was to repeat the first letter of each
line at the end, and to add a line at the bottom that repeated the initial line.



To encrypt a message, one chose a key phrase (known, of course, to the
recipient) which is written (letter by letter, naturally) over the message to be
sent. Let us use: 

        Key:   T H E C U R I O U S I N C I D E N T T H E . . .
    Message:   B U T T H E D O G D I D N O T H I N G I N . . .

The key phrase is repeated as often as required. To encypher, look for the
letter of the message in the side alphabet, run in along that row until you
encounter the corresponding letter of the key, and then run up (or down) to
the top (or bottom) line to obtain the encyphering letter. This should produce
the following encrypted message: 

S N L J N N F A O P A K P U K X F G N Z R

To decypher all one has to do is to repeat the same process with the encrypted
message: write out the key, start from the message letter at the side and run in
to the key letter, then up or down to the decrypted letter. 

[Excerpt from “Canonical and Victorian Cyphers”  by David Richardson]


