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Opening	Statement	

“Thanks	everyone	for	being	here,	to	our	great	classes	that	had	their	homecoming,	we’re	sorry	
to	disappoint	them.	Disappointed	in	our	performance	today,	we	had	opportunities	in	the	first	
half	to	seize	momentum	and	just	couldn’t	get	that	done	collectively	as	a	team.	Against	an	
outstanding	football	team,	you	just	can’t	do	that,	you	can’t	leave	opportunities	out	there.	We	
lost	the	turnover	battle	3-0,	I	don’t	think	we	won	the	third-down	battle	…	Incredibly	
disappointed	in	the	loss	and	now	we	need	to	come	back	swinging	because	we	put	our	own	
backs	against	the	wall.	We’re	the	only	ones	who	can	fix	it,	and	I	know	this	group	will	stick	
together	and	that’s	what	they’ll	do.”	

On	whether	the	offensive	woes	start	with	the	offensive	line…	

“It	looked	to	me	like	it	was	a	bunch	of	one-man	breakdowns.	Pick	your	position.	That’s	what	it	
looked	like,	and	we’re	trying	to	do	some	things,	trying	to	change	some	different	projections.	
We	have	to	obviously	look	at	what	we’re	doing	schematically	first,	that’s	on	us	as	coaches,	and	
then	you	have	to	look	at	personnel.”	

On	whether	there	were	any	offensive	bright	spots	from	the	game…	

“Obviously	we	need	to	credit	Penn	State,	they	played	really	well,	they	got	after	us,	and	we’ll	
credit	them.”	

On	the	offense	stalling	in	the	opponent’s	half…	

“Yeah,	like	I	said	earlier,	we	had	opportunities	across	the	50	[yard-line],	and	had	self-inflicted	
wounds	it	looked	like	from	my	standpoint.	We	had	a	great	run,	got	inside	the	10	[yard-line],	
then	we	get	a	penalty.	Those	are	the	things	we	have	to	be	more	disciplined	with,	we	know	we	
can’t	do	that	against	a	good	football	team.	We	had	opportunities	right	there	to	seize	
momentum,	and	to	go	‘oh-for’	you	have	to	credit	Penn	State;	great	job	by	them.”	

On	the	two	targeting	ejections…	

“I	said	in	the	offseason	I’m	a	fan	of	the	call,	I	think	we	need	to	eliminate	head-to-head	contact.	I	
embraced	both	guys	after	those	plays	and	told	them	‘Hey,	if	this	is	what	happened,	then	listen,	
I	love	you,	and	we	need	to	lower	the	strike	zone.’	That’s	typically	what	I’ve	done	…	We	haven’t	
had	a	lot	of	them,	just	at	Duke	with	Jared	[McGee],	and	I	want	to	make	sure	I	talk	with	those	



guys	and	want	them	to	know	how	I	feel	about	them.	They’re	not	guys	who	are	going	out	and	
trying	to	hurt	anyone,	there	was	no	intent,	they’re	trying	to	play	football.	As	soon	as	Paddy	
[Fisher]	came	over,	I	had	a	young	man	who	was	pretty	emotional,	he	was	pretty	upset.	I’m	
trying	to	get	him	to	relax	a	little	and	smile,	from	the	standpoint	of	understanding	that	he’s	just	
got	to	lower	the	contact	zone,	and	that	we	love	him,	and	let’s	learn	from	this	and	move	
forward,	which	I	know	both	he	and	Godwin	[Igwebuike]	will.	I	have	little	boys	that	play	football,	
with	the	Heads-Up	initiative	and	things	that	are	trying	to	take	the	head	out	of	contact	and	out	
of	the	hits,	I’ll	always	be	a	proponent	of	that	call.	I	just	need	to	try	and	coach	my	guys	better	
and	be	more	disciplined.”	

On	limiting	Saquon	Barkley	in	the	first	half…	

“I	think	that	credit	goes	up	front	to	the	D-line,	I	thought	those	guys	were	able	to	hold	the	point	
of	attack	well	and	allow	our	linebackers	to	flow.	Then	you	know	we	got	Paddy	out	of	there	and	
allowed	the	one	long	run	that	he	had,	but	I	think	all	in	all,	our	run	defense	for	the	most	part	was	
pretty	solid.	Our	inability	to	tackle	on	the	perimeter	really	hurt	us	today.	That	and	third-downs	
hurt	us,	it	looked	like.”	

On	slow	start	to	the	second	half…	

“Going	back	to	what	I	said	earlier	it	looked	like	we	had	a	bunch	of	one-man	breakdowns.	We	
need	to	look	at	what	we’re	doing	schematically	first,	it’s	on	us	as	coaches,	and	then	we’ll	take	a	
look	at	the	personnel.	We	have	to	make	some	changes.”	

On	the	possibility	of	turning	around	the	offense…	

“Absolutely.	I	think	first	of	all—you	know	it’s	funny,	the	defensive	tackles	can	all	be	wrong,	the	
linebackers	can	be	wrong,	and	the	safeties	can	make	it	right.	On	offense,	you	have	to	operate	
as	one	heartbeat.	You	need	to	be	able	to	be	in	rhythm.	I	think	it	starts	up	front,	and	when	we	
have	some	breakdowns	in	certain	situations	that	are	absolutely	critical,	for	us	being	able	to	
sustain	drives	and	be	successful,	it	just	kills	the	momentum	and	it	kills	the	continuity.	That’s	
what	it	looked	like	to	me	today,	without	watching	the	tape.	So	yeah	absolutely,	I	firmly	believe	
in	our	guys,	and	I	firmly	believe	in	what	they	can	do	and	how	they	can	do	things.	We	just	need	
to	coach	them	up	and	get	them	to	execute	it	and	play	better.”	

On	Clayton	Thorson’s	performance…	

“We	lost,	we	lose	as	a	team,	and	that’s	the	way	it	is.	When	you’re	the	quarterback	and	you	win	
it’s	a	great	deal	and	you	probably	get	way	too	much	credit,	and	when	you	don’t	play	well	as	a	
team,	the	quarterback,	like	anybody	in	that	role,	probably	gets	too	much	of	the	blame,	and	
that’s	just	the	reality	of	our	sport.	It’s	hard	to	be	successful	when	you	have	people	pushing	up	
in	your	face.	It’s	hard	to	be	successful	when	it	looks	like	we’re	not	getting	a	lot	of	separation,	
and	when	we	do	get	separation	in	one	area,	it	now	opens	up	for	another	one.	There’s	just	a	lot	
of	things	that	we	can	do,	and	we’ll	just	work	our	tails	off	to	get	it	done.”	



On	Alviti	not	getting	playing	time	before	blowouts…	

“He	hasn’t	been	a	part	of	it	earlier	in	his	career	because	he	hasn’t	been	healthy.		Now	that	he	is,	
I	don’t	know	maybe	he	should	be.”	

On	defense	playing	without	much	help	from	offense…	

“Our	team	came	ready	to	battle,	we	weren’t	ill-prepared,	I	just	think	we	didn’t	execute,	and	it’s	
on	us	as	coaches	to	get	the	players	[ready].	Are	they	overthinking?	Is	it	not	trusting	in	their	own	
abilities?	Is	it	communication?	There	are	lots	of	things	that	you	go	through	on	your	checklist	to	
really	look	at	why	we	aren’t	clicking.	You	go	back	three	weeks	ago	and	we	put	up	almost	700	
yards	of	offense.	You	just	know	that	it	is	in	there,	and	you	keep	driving	the	guys	and	help	them	
work	to	get	better.	It’s	five	games	into	the	season,	I	have	a	pretty	good	idea	what	our	issues	
are,	so	I’m	going	to	work	my	tail	off	to	get	those	things	fixed.	It’s	a	battle,	you	have	to	fight	it	
through,	and	I	know	we	will.”	

On	frustration	with	the	offensive	staff…	

“I	think	that	anytime	we	don’t	have	success,	it’s	fair.	Anytime	you	go	out	and	don’t	have	a	few	
weeks	of	good	performance	on	either	side	of	the	ball,	any	of	those	types	of	feelings	to	have	as	a	
fan	are	absolutely	fair,	I	have	zero	issue	with	that.	I	look	at	things	holistically,	and	I	always	have	
and	always	will.		It	starts	with	me,	I’m	the	one	who	is	responsible,	so	I’m	the	one	who	has	to	get	
it	fixed.”	

On	how	the	offense	turned	it	around	after	mid-season	last	year…	

“There	were	not	really	a	lot	of	new	plays	or	schemes,	I	think	the	guys	just	got	tired	of	having	
breakdowns	and	just	started	playing,	and	we	got	good	momentum	going,	and	we	started	
moving	the	ball	really	well.	I	believe	in	those	guys	and	I	believe	in	our	staff	and	our	young	men	
on	offense,	and	I	think	we	just	have	to	keep	battling	to	get	better.”	

On	the	fourth-and-three	play…		

“From	my	vantage	point	it	looked	like	they	had	edge	pressure,	we	collected	the	second	guy,	we	
were	optioning	on	number	two,	two	came	up	the	field	a	little	and	penetration	from	inside	on	
the	guard	was	the	one	that	blew	it	up.	We	had	what	we	wanted,	we	just	had	inside	pressure	
that	forced	Clayton	to	have	to	duck	into	the	pitch	key.”	

On	Penn	State	packing	the	box…	

“Usually	when	you	have	eight	or	nine	guys	in	the	box,	and	two	outside,	you	collect	the	second	
and	pitch	to	the	man	on	the	outside	and	it	goes	for	a	big	play.”			

On	the	issues	after	the	first	five	weeks…	

“Consistency	on	offense,	we	can’t	be	inconsistent	like	we	are	right	now,	we	put	our	defense	
into	a	tough	situation,	we	are	on	the	field	too	long	in	certain	scenarios,	and	our	inability	to	



score	points	puts	us	in	a	tough	spot	defensively	and	as	a	team,	and	our	lack	of	turnovers	today.		
I	think	we	are	minus	four	right	now	in	the	turnover	ratio	right	now,	and	that’s	somewhere	
where	we	have	to	improve.	We	need	to	look	at	our	return	units	from	the	standpoint	of	having	
the	right	guys	deep	or	blocking.	We	have	been	pretty	solid	most	of	the	year,	but	we	need	to	be	
better	on	our	return	game.	Defensively	we	need	to	tackle	better	in	space,	today	it	looked	like	
we	had	a	bunch	of	one	on	one	opportunities	that	we	didn’t	tackle	very	well	and	gave	up	
explosive	plays.”	

On	Justin	Jackson	returning	to	full	strength…	

“It’s	been	a	tough	month	for	him,	but	he	practiced	all	week	and	to	see	him	back	out	there	was	a	
spark	for	him	and	the	team.	He	looked	so	much	better	today	and	I’m	so	happy	for	him.”	

Quarterback	Clayton	Thorson	

On	his	reaction	after	the	game…	

“I	think	our	defense	gave	us	a	chance	to	win	that	game,	and	they	kept	us	in	the	game.	We	just	
have	to	fight	and	we	have	to	respond	to	adversity	and	we	just	have	to	keep	going.	We	had	the	
ball	on	the	10-yard	line	there	was	a	penalty.	It	set	us	back	out	of	field	goal	range.	It	might	be	a	
different	game	if	we	score	there.	But,	they	played	well	and	we	didn’t	so	that’s	the	bottom	line.”	

On	if	he	should	have	thrown	the	pass	that	resulted	in	his	first	interception…	

“Yeah	I	think	it	was	a	good	choice.	I	got	hit	as	I	threw	it,	couldn’t	throw	a	spiral–it’s	tough	to	do	
that.”	

Running	back	Justin	Jackson	

On	using	last	year’s	experiences	to	rebound	from	slow	starts…	

“I	think	each	game	is	its	own.	Like	Clayton	was	saying,	we	had	opportunities	early	in	the	game	
and	didn’t	take	advantage	of	them	and	that’s	why	you	lose	games.	So	we	just	have	to	tighten	
up	and	when	we	get	in	the	scoring	zone,	we	just	have	to	execute.	We	haven’t	done	that	in	the	
past	few	games	and	that’s	why	we	put	our	defense	in	tight	spots	and	that’s	why	we	lost.”	

On	how	balanced	Penn	State	is	as	a	football	team…	

“They’re	a	very	good	Big	Ten	football	team	so	they’re	going	to	have–I	mean	the	Big	Ten	has,	
including	ourselves,	very	good	defenses.	And	then	on	offense	they’re	going	to	have	weapons	so	
that’s	just	trademark	Big	Ten	football.”	

Safety	Kyle	Queiro	

On	how	they	prepared	for	Saquon	Barkley	and	executed	in	game…	

“The	gameplan	was	kind	of	similar	to	last	week.	Another	team,	obviously	Wisconsin	who	has,	
historically	and	this	year,	had	success	on	the	ground.	It	was	just	more	of	the	same,	focusing	on	



surrounding	the	ball,	keeping	him	inside	near	the	front,	that	was	one	of	our	goals	for	this	week.	
We	did	that	for	the	most	part,	he	had	one	big	run	and	we	had	Godwin	on	an	open	tackle,	he	got	
picked	by	the	ref	but	you’ll	see	that	yourself.	We	just	have	to	do	more	though.”	

On	what	he	saw	out	of	the	linebackers	this	week…	

“I	saw	a	good	fight.	A	group	that	is	young	and	was	probably	the	question	mark	on	our	team,	has	
had	to	step	up	quickly.	And	even	young	guys	like	(Blake)	Gallagher	who	has	had	to	fill	roles	and	
understand	the	defense,	for	an	18-year	old,	really	quickly	and	in	different	spots	as	well.	So	
we’re	definitely	getting	a	lot	from	those	guys,	and	they’re	playing	their	hearts	out.	We	just	have	
to	transition	to	not	only	doing	our	jobs	but	making	plays	at	the	end	of	the	day.”	

On	if	Paddy	Fisher	and	Godwin	Igwebuike	were	disappointed	after	getting	ejected	for	
targeting…	

“I	don’t	know	about	them,	but	I	was.	I	was	fired	up	for	it,	I	was	just	really	upset.	But	that’s	kind	
of	just	the	game	of	football.	Obviously,	I	didn’t	get	a	chance	to	speak	with	them	at	all,	with	their	
having	ran	off	the	field	immediately	after.	But	like	I	said,	that’s	just	the	game	of	football,	we’ve	
got	to	keep	moving	forward.	Those	guys	are	going	to	be	hungry	for	next	week,	the	next	
opportunity	as	soon	as	they	can	get	in	the	game	so	I’m	looking	forward	to	that	for	sure.”	

On	avoiding	targeting	call	in	the	future…	

“It’s	difficult,	but	it’s	definitely	something	that	we	work	on	every	day	in	terms	of	tackling.	
Throughout	the	week,	I	don’t	know	anybody	who	probably	tackles	as	often	as	we	do.	And	with	
that,	we’re	working	on	fundamentals	and	basics	everyday–keeping	our	head	up	and	out	of	the	
tackle,	but	sometimes	it’s	easier	said	than	done.	We’ve	got	some	of	the	biggest	ball	carriers,	
and	the	best	ball	carriers	in	the	Big	Ten	and	sometimes	that	happens.”	

Penn	State	
	
Head	Coach	James	Franklin	

Opening	Statement	

“First	of	all,	you	know,	you	got	to	give	Northwestern	credit.	Tough	place	to	play.	Fitz	knows	this	
place	better	than	anybody.	The	weather	conditions	are	always	a	factor	here,	whether	its	rain	or	
whether	its	wind.	That’s	something	I’m	going	to	do	a	study	on,	you	know	over	maybe	the	last	
ten	years	here,	field	position,	direction	of	where	things	are	going	because	Fitz	knows	this	place	
better	than	anybody.	You	saw	at	the	end	of	the	quarter	there	he	burned	a	timeout	to	keep	the	
wind	and	things	like	that.		

But	overall,	we	came	on	the	road	against	a	tough	opponent	and	a	tough	venue	and	found	a	way	
to	get	a	win.	Can’t	give	our	defense	enough	credit.	You	know	I	think	after	last	season	kind	of,	
the	story	line	was	the	exciting	offense,	and	I’m	pleased	with	our	offense.	We’re	scoring	enough	
points	to	win,	which	is	the	most	important	thing.	But	our	defense	has	been	playing	



unbelievable,	you	know,	really	well.	I’d	say	almost	shutout	football.	The	only	criticism	that	I	
would	say	is	our	twos	went	in	late	in	the	game	and	did	not	live	up	to	the	standard	that	we	have	
overall,	but	obviously,	hard	to	critique.	

Our	guys	are	playing	really	well.	Our	coaching	staff	is	doing	an	unbelievable	job.	Our	special	
teams	have	been	solid	all	year	long.	We’ve	really	made	a	lot	of	growth	there	in	the	last	three	
and	a	half	years.	I’m	proud	of	what	we’re	doing	there	on	special	teams.	And	then	offensively,	
obviously	everybody	spent	the	entire	offseason	coming	up	with	a	game	plan	to	limit	us	
offensively	and	to	limit	Saquon	Barkley.	But	the	thing	that’s	great	is	we	have	enough	weapons	
that	people	are	going	to	overload	the	box	or	they’re	going	to	add	that	linebacker	to	the	field.	
Maybe	they’re	going	to	late	blitz	him	or	late	fold	him	back	in,	and	we’re	going	to	have	to	throw	
the	ball.	I	think	at	one	point,	I	think	Trace	completed	15	straight	passes	against	what	we	call	
free	access,	soft	coverage	on	the	corners.	We’re	in	a	situation	where	it’s	almost	like	you’ve	got	
to	pick	your	poison.	I	get	it.	People	are	going	to	try	everything	they	possibly	can	to	not	allow	
Saquon	Barkley	to	beat	you,	but	it	creates	just	a	lot	of	opportunities	for	other	guys.	

	I’m	pleased	with	where	we’re	at,	the	progress	we’ve	made.	We	won	the	metrics	we	talk	about	
all	the	time.	We	won	the	field	position	battle	today.	Our	40	[yard-line]	compared	to	their	22	
[yard-line].	The	turnover	battle,	we	had	zero,	they	had	three.	Penalty	battle,	we	had	three,	they	
had	eight.	And	then	in	explosive	plays	we	had	11,	they	had	six.	Obviously,	when	you	win	those	
metrics	you’re	going	to	be	difficult	to	deal	with.	I’m	pleased	with	where	we’re	at.	We’ll	enjoy	
this	win	for	a	couple	hours,	and	then	we’ll	go	into	the	bye	week.	I’m	not	going	to	answer	any	
questions	about	the	next	opponent	[Michigan],	because	I	know	everybody’s	just	itching	to	ask	
me.	We’re	going	to	enjoy	this	win	for	a	few	hours,	and	then	we’ll	go	into	the	bye	week.	The	bye	
week	will	be	about	our	academics.	The	bye	week	will	be	about	getting	as	healthy	as	we	possibly	
can	be.	There’ll	be	a	little	of	young	player	development	as	part	of	our	bye	week.	They’ll	have	
their	own	practice.		

And	then	obviously	we’ll	spend	some	time	cleaning	up	some	things	that	have	given	us	issues	on	
offense,	defense	and	special	teams.	What	are	the	themes?	What	are	the	things	that	we	see	that	
everybody’s	doing	against	us,	our	offense?	What	are	the	things	everybody’s	trying	to	do	against	
our	defense	that’s	giving	us	some	problems?	Let’s	clean	those	things	up,	and	then	obviously	get	
a	head	start	on	that	next	opponent.”		

On	factors	contributing	to	the	defense’s	early	season	success…	

“We’re	very	experienced	on	defense,	especially	in	the	secondary.	We’re	faster	as	a	defense.	
There’s	no	doubt	about	it.	I	think	we’re	playing	with	some	confidence.	And	I	think	we’ve	got	the	
best	coaching	staff	in	the	country.	I’m	talking	about	assistant	coaches.	I	think	it’s	just	a	
combination	of	all	those	things.	It’s	not	really	one	thing.	If	you	look	at	us,	we	don’t	really	have	
one	thing	that	we’re	just	overpowering	people	with.	It’s	not	really	necessarily	just	our	D-line,	or	
just	our	linebackers,	or	just	our	secondary.	It’s	a	little	bit	of	all	those	things.	I	think	we’re	playing	
really	good,	complimentary	football:	offense,	defense	and	special	teams.	



But	I’d	also	say	the	same	things	specific	to	our	defense.	Our	D-line,	our	linebackers	and	our	
secondary	are	all	fitting	correctly	and	complement	one	another	to	play	really	well,	sound	
defense.	And	when	you	watch	us,	we’re	not	a	suffocating	defense,	where	we	take	like	every	
yard	away	on	the	field.	But	the	most	important	thing	is	we	keep	people	out	of	the	end	zone	and	
we	create	turnovers.”	

On	the	6-0	start…	

“Yeah,	I	think	we’re	in	a	good	place.	If	you’d	said	going	into	the	season	that	going	into	the	bye	
week	you’d	be	6-0,	you	take	that.	You’d	be	pleased	with	that	obviously.	There’s	no	doubt	about	
it.	We’ve	still	got	a	lot	of	work	to	do.	I	do	think	our	team	is	playing	with	a	lot	of	confidence	right	
now,	especially	in	our	secondary	and	on	the	defensive	side	of	the	ball.	We	have	some	things	
that	we’ve	got	to	get	better	at.	We’ve	got	to	improve,	but	we’re	in	an	ideal	situation.		

We’re	6-0	going	into	the	bye	week,	and	an	opportunity	to	continue	to	get	better	each	week	as	
the	season	goes	on.	Identify	our	problems,	be	honest	about	our	problems	and	areas	that	we	
need	to	be	better	at,	and	attack	them.	Attack	this	bye	week.	Get	a	head	start	on	our	opponent	
and	then	have	a	really	good	game	week	of	preparation.”	

On	Shaka	Toney’s	performance	and	improvement	over	recent	weeks…	

“I	think	Shawn	has	done	a	really	nice	job	with	his	development.	I	think	we’re	using	him	smart.	
We	don’t	have	him	out	there	very	often	on	first	and	second	down.	He’s	growing	into	that.	
We’re	using	him	in	obvious	passing	situations	or	third	down	and	medium	to	long,	and	allowing	
him	to	play	and	do	what	he	does	best.	As	the	season	goes	on,	he’ll	grow	into	more	of	a	first	and	
second	down	player.	It’s	a	combination	of	experience.	It’s	a	combination	of	game	reps.	It’s	a	
combination	of	training	table	and	getting	a	few	more	pounds	on	him.	It’s	a	combination	of	all	
those	things.	But	he’s	a	disruptive	guy.		

I	think	I	told	you	guys	in	the	spring	or	maybe	the	offseason	that	you’re	going	to	look	at	him	and	
you’re	going	to	say	this	guy	is	not	a	D-end	in	the	Big	Ten.	We	probably	all	need	to	change	what	
our	picture	of	what	a	Big	Ten	defensive	end	is,	because	he’s	extremely	powerful.	He’s	
extremely	explosive.	I	think	he’s	got	a	bright	future	long-term.	But	we	need	that.	We	need	to	be	
able	to	get	pressure	on	a	quarterback	more	consistently,	and	he’s	the	guy	that	brings	that.”		

On	Saquon’s	and	the	O-line’s	resilience…	

“We’ve	got	obviously	the	most	explosive	player	in	college	football.	We	have	an	offense	that	
doesn’t	panic.	We’ve	got	coaches	that	don’t	panic.	It’s	not	like	we	start	getting	frustrated	when	
things	aren’t	working	as	well	as	we	would	like.	We	just	kind	of	stick	with	the	game	plan.	The	
other	thing	that	helps,	our	defense	helps	us	do	that.	The	other	thing	is	Saquon	doesn’t	get	
frustrated.	You	never	see	bad	body	language.	You	never	see	him	coming	to	the	sideline.	You	
never	see	him	fussing	at	the	O-line.	I	see	it	all	the	time.	There’s	a	tackle	for	a	loss	and	the	
running	back	spikes	the	ball	down	on	the	field	and	is	yelling	at	the	line,	or	yelling	toward	the	
sideline,	or	whatever	it	is.	We	don’t	do	that,	but	it	starts	with	him.		



I	told	you	guys	this	before.	He’s	never	once	asked	for	the	ball	more.	He’s	never	said	give	me	
more	opportunities,	give	me	more	touches.	Never	once.	He’s	never	fussed	at	his	line,	and	it’s	all	
been	positive	support.	He’s	never	fussed	at	the	coaches.	He’s	never	fussed	at	anybody.	He	
knows	if	he	stays	patient	and	sticks	with	what	we	do,	his	plays	are	going	to	come.	If	they	don’t	
somebody	else	will	make	plays	that	allow	us	to	win.	He’s	an	unselfish	guy	that	gets	the	big	
picture,	in	a	circumstance	that	most	guys	probably	wouldn’t.	There’s	a	lot	of	attention	on	
Saquon	Barkley	right	now,	and	Saquon	Barkley’s	focusing	his	attention	on	the	team.”	

Running	Back	Saquon	Barkley	
	
On	his	strength	of	patience	and	how	he	uses	it	during	games…	
	
“I	don’t	really	get	frustrated,	I	don’t	think	in	my	game	I	get	frustrated.	I’m	very	aware	that,	it’s	a	
long	game,	a	four-quarter	game,	and	you	just	have	to	take	what	the	defense	gives	you.	When	
you	get	the	opportunity,	you	take	it.	Obviously,	patience	is	a	big	part	of	our	game,	for	our	team.	
Especially	with	the	other	team’s	defense,	doing	different	stuff	to	fight	your	speed,	you	have	to	
trust	your	offense.”	
	
On	the	offensive	line…	
	
“I	wouldn’t	say	gaps	were	closing	because	of	the	O-line.	You	have	to	give	them	credit,	this	is	D-I	
college	football,	those	guys	prepare,	and	they’re	there	for	us.	They’ve	been	doing	a	lot	of	
things,	and	the	team’s	been	doing	a	lot	of	things,	and	the	defense	has	been	standing	strong.	
That	was	the	motto	of	the	week,	strength,	not	only	for	the	offensive	line	but	for	myself,	the	
team.	You	got	to	have	strength	to	find	a	way	to	win,	that	was	the	goal	for	the	week.”	
	
On	the	defense…	
	
“Our	defense	was	incredibly	on.	I’ve	seen	that	every	day,	I’ve	been	noticing	that	since	camp.	
We	have	great	leaders	over	there,	and	they’re	just	all	around	a	great	defense.	The	defensive	
line	is	amazing.	All	phases	of	the	game	have	been	playing	really	well.	Special	teams	found	a	way	
to	get	into	the	end	zone,	play	their	special	teams.	Defense-wise,	we	almost	got	that	shutout,	
except	Northwestern	got	that	touchdown	in	the	end	there.	All	three	phases	of	the	team	are	
playing	like	that,	playing	great.”	
	
Quarterback	Trace	McSorley	
	
On	his	15	straight	completions…	
	



“Things	were	clicking.	We	were	taking	the	easy	throws	when	they	were	there,	making	good	
throws,	pushing	the	ball	down	the	field,	and	our	receivers	were	doing	a	great	job	getting	open,	
separating	the	first	man	as	well,	really	giving	me	good	options	going	down	the	field.”	
	
On	translating	success	from	practice…	
	
“Our	whole	team	looked	great	all	week.	We	liked	what	we	saw	all	week,	we	liked	what	we	saw	
in	the	game,	they	did	a	great	job.	So	it	felt	like,	we	did	what	we	did	this	week,	in	preparation,	
and	we	feel	really	good	about	that,	and	at	that	point	it	was	just	coming	in	and	executing	it.”	
	
	Defensive	End	/Shaka	Toney	
	
On	his	two	sacks…	
	
“I	can’t	really	walk	you	through	them.	I	know,	from	studying	film,	how	to	read	their	ball,	how	
they	set	up,	and	I	just	went	off	of	that.”	
	
On	the	sack	fumble…	
	
“You	know	when	it’s	go	time.	Break	the	ball	out,	go	for	the	strip,	make	sure	the	quarterback	
feels	you.	Make	sure	he	knows	you’re	going	to	be	coming	for	it	the	rest	of	the	game,	make	him	
know	that	the	defense	is	coming	for	the	ball.	I	didn’t	know	what	happened.	I	knew	the	other	
screen	had	hit	him	too,	so	I	just	thought	that	we	just	got	it	[an	incompletion],	I	didn’t	even	
know	the	ball	came	out	too,	so	that’s	why	I	got	up	so	slow.”	
	
On	the	power	of	Penn	State’s	defense…	
	
“It’s	not	surprising	at	all.	We	knew	going	in	that	we	were	one	of	the	best	defenses	in	the	
country,	and	our	aim	is	to	come	out	and	prove	that	every	single	day.”	
	

	


