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has had an immediate impact on the program, university and
city of San Antonio during his tenure.

Traylor has turned around the UTSA football program by instilling
his 210 Triangle of Toughness culture, which has led to positive results
on and off the field. The Gilmer, Texas, native took over a team that
won a combined seven games in the two seasons prior to his arrival
and has led the Roadrunners to a 46-20 record in his first five years
at the helm, the most wins and best winning percentage (.697) by a
coach in program history. Under his watch, UTSA has recorded the
most wins (46) among FBS teams from the state of Texas since 2020.

Traylor also has helped turn UTSA’s home facility — the
Alamodome — into a true homefield advantage with a 29-3 (.206)
home record during his tenure. In fact, the Roadrunners own the third-
most home wins among FBS teams since 2020, trailing only Alabama
(32) and Ohio State (30).

During the Traylor era, UTSA has captured a pair of conference
championships, earned five straight bowl berths with back-to-back bow!
wins and made a combined 23
appearances in the three major
national polls. He has coached
nine  All-Americans,  three
national award finalists, 91 all-
conference selections and three
NFL Draft picks.

That  success is  not
limited to just the gridiron.
The Roadrunners also have
received numerous honors for
their work in the classroom
under Traylor’s  leadership,
including  three  College
Sports Communicators (CSC)
Academic  All-Americans, a
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and also reeled in three conference weekly awards during the season.

In 2023, Traylor led the Roadrunners to a 9-4 record, a 7-1
mark in their debut campaign in The American and the program'’s first
bowl win with a 35-17 victory over Marshall in the Frisco Bowl. UTSA
received votes in both the final Associated Press Top 25 and USA
TODAY Sports Coaches Poll for the third consecutive season.

A total of 16 Roadrunners collected all-conference honors in
2023, led by five first-team honorees in Defensive Player of the Year
and outside linebacker Trey Moore, quarterback Frank Harris, wide
receiver Joshua Cephus, cornerback Kam Alexander and safety
Rashad Wisdom. Moore was named a second-team All-American
by the AFCA, while Harris was chosen as a semifinalist for the Earl
Campbell Tyler Rose Award for the third year in a row and to the
Davey O’Brien QB Class of 2023, his fourth career appearance on
that annual list. Harris also was named national player of the week by
those two organizations, while the Roadrunners hauled in five AAC
Player of the Week awards.

In 2022, Traylor guided UTSA to an 11-3 record, a second
straight Conference USA title, a top-25 ranking in all three major polls
for the second consecutive season and the third bowl appearance
in a row with the Cure Bowl matchup against Troy. He repeated as
Conference USA Coach of the Year and was chosen as a finalist for
the Eddie Robinson and Paul “Bear” Bryant Awards Coach of the
Year, as well as a semifinalist for the George Munger College Coach
of the Year Award.

Under Traylor’s guidance, UTSA collected a school-record 30
league postseason honors, as 27 made the 2022 all-conference
teams —including six first-team and five second-team selections
— while 16 received honorable mention and three landed on the
Conference USA All-Freshman Team. Harris was voted the league’s
MVP and Kevorian Barnes
was tabbed Conference USA
Freshman of the Year. Harris
(4) and Jared Sackett (5)
combined to earn nine player
of the week accolades during
the season.

Also in 2022, wide
receiver Zakhari Franklin was
named an honorable mention
All-American by Phil Steele,
the sixth Roadrunner to receive
All-America  accolades  in
the Traylor era. Additionally,
Harris was named a finalist for
the Earl Campbell Tyler Rose
Award and a semifinalist for
the Davey O'Brien Award.

Under Traylor’s tutelage,

finalistt 13 CSC Academic
All-District ~ Selections,  four
conference all-academic

team selections and the AFCA
Academic Achievement Award.

In 2024, Traylor guided UTSA to seven wins and its fifth
consecutive bowl appearance under his watch, a 44-15 triumph
over Coastal Carolina in the Myrtle Beach Bowl. UTSA also went
undefeated at the Alamodome for the second time during his tenure
with a 6-0 mark, pushing the home winning streak to a school record-
tying 10 games.

Eight Roadrunners earned All-American Athletic Conference
accolades in 2024, including outside linebacker Jimmori Robinson,
a fourth-team All-America selection by Phil Steele who was chosen
as Defensive Player of the Year to mark the second straight season a
USA player has garnered that award. Zah Frazier, a cornerback who
set the program record with six interceptions and later was selected in
the sixth round of the NFL Draft by the Bears, joined Robinson on the
All-AAC First Team and was named an All-American by Phil Steele
(third team) and CBS Sports (honorable mention). Additionally, UTSA
boasted a pair of national player of the week honorees in Robinson
(Walter Camp) and quarterback Owen McCown (Manning Award)

Jeff Traylor was introduced as UTSA’s third
head football coach on Dec. 10, 2019.

UTSA enjoyed a record-
setting campaign in 2021. The
Roadrunners won their first 11
games, were nationally ranked as high as No. 15 and captured the
program’s first league title. UTSA capped the season with its second
straight and third overall bowl appearance against San Diego State
in the Frisco Bowl.

Traylor was honored as the 2021 Conference USA Coach of the
Year, the AFCA FBS Regional Coach of the Year for Region 4 and
a finalist for the Eddie Robinson Coach of the Year Award, AFCA
National Coach of the Year and George Munger College Coach of
the Year Award. A member of the Paul “Bear” Bryant Awards Coach
of the Year watch list, he was chosen as the 2021 San Antonio Express-
News Sportsman of the Year.

A total of 23 Roadrunners received recognition on the all-
conference and Conference USA All-Freshman teams in 2021 with
Sincere McCormick earning Offensive Player of the Year accolades
for the second straight season.

McCormick garnered All-America accolades from three different
organizations in 2021, while Spencer Burford and Clarence Hicks



Jeff Traylor led UTSA to the 2021 Conference USA
Championship, the first league crown in program history.

were tabbed honorable mention All-Americans by Phil Steele.
McCormick also was an Earl Campbell Tyler Rose Award finalist
and a semifinalist for the Doak Walker Award for the second straight
year. Harris landed on semifinalist lists for the Davey O’Brien and
Earl Campbell Tyler Rose Awards, while Hunter Duplessis was a
semifinalist for the William V. Campbell Trophy for the second year
in a row. Harris and McCormick each collected Earl Campbell Tyler
Rose Award National Player of the Week honors, while Harris also
was a Manning Award Quarterback of the Week. Additionally, UTSA
collected nine league weekly awards.

In his first season at the helm, Traylor guided the Roadrunners
to a 7-5 overall record, a runner-up finish in Conference USA's
West Division with a 5-2 mark and an appearance in the 2020 First
Responder Bowl. The Roadrunners received votes in a national poll
(AP Top 25) for the first time in program history after a 3-0 start and
the seven wins are the most by a first-year UTSA head coach.

Dean, Duplessis and McCormick received ~All-America
accolades, while McCormick also was a finalist for the Earl Campbell
Tyler Rose Award. Additionally, Duplessis (Campbell Trophy, Lou
Groza) and McCormick (Doak Walker) were national award
semifinalists, while Harris made the Davey O’Brien QB Class of 2020.
Dean was tabbed Conference USA Special Teams Player of the Year
and McCormick was named the league’s offensive player of the year,
while a total of 23 Roadrunners were recognized by the league’s head
coaches, including 19 as all-conference and four on the all-freshman
team. The Roadrunners collected a program-record 11 C-USA Player
of the Week certificates and a trio of national player of the week
accolades in McCormick (Earl Campbell Tyler Rose National Player
of the Week), Dean (Ray Guy Award Punter of the Week) and Rashad
Wisdom (Jim Thorpe Award Player of the Week).

During his time in San Antonio, Traylor has overseen the
development of several Roadrunners who have moved on to the
professional ranks. In April 2022, UTSA doubled the number of NFL
draft picks on one afternoon, as the 49ers selected Spencer Burford
in the fourth round while the Seahawks picked Tariq Woolen one
round later. Burford earned the starting spot at right guard in year one
and Woolen picked off half a dozen passes in his rookie campaign
en route to being selected to the Pro Bowl. Additionally, his former
players Cephus, Hicks, McCormick, Leroy Watson, Charles Wiley
and Wisdom all have made active rosters or practice squads.

UTSA student-athletes have been honored for their work in the
classroom under Traylor, as well. In 2023, UTSA was one of 13 schools
to receive the American Football Coaches Association (AFCA) 2023
Academic Achievement Award for posting the highest graduation rate
among FBS programs in the most recent NCAA Graduation Success
Rate (GSR) report.

Individually, Ahofitu Maka became the third Roadrunner to be
named a finalist for the William V. Campbell Trophy and the second

to be selected as a College Sports Communicators (CSC) Academic
All-American when he landed on the first team in 2022. He also
earned spots on the CSC Academic All-District Team for a third time
and the Conference USA All-Academic Team for the second straight
season. Duplessis was a two-time Conference USA Football Scholar
Athlete of the Year, a 2021 CSC Academic All-American, a two-time
Conference USA All-Academic Team selection and a two-time CSC
Academic All-District pick. Dean was a semifinalist for the William
V. Campbell Trophy in 2023 and he earned 2021 Conference USA
All-Academic Team recognition and CSC Academic All-District Team
accolades in 2021-23. Kaedric Cobbs, Cory Godinet, Trey Moore
and Tate Sandell also made the 2023 CSC Academic All-District
Team, while Jameian Buxton was named academic all-district and
Cardenas made the Campbell Trophy semifinalist list in 2024.

Traylor has more than 30 years of coaching experience including
a highly successful 15-year career as head coach at Gilmer High
School, where he led teams to three state championships and two state



runner-up finishes and won more than 87% of his games, a winning
percentage that ranks 10th all-time in Texas high school history.

Prior to coming to the Alamo City, the Gilmer native served as
associate head coach and running backs coach for two seasons at
Arkansas, where he helped sign the school’s first top-20 recruiting
class. Prior to that, he served in the same role at SMU for the 2017
season. He began his collegiate coaching career as the special teams
coordinator and tight ends coach at Texas in 2015 before becoming
the Longhorns’ associate head coach for offense and wide receivers
coach the following year.

Traylor's impact on the offense was felt immediately in his first
season at Arkansas, as his running backs corps racked up 1,721 yards
and 11 touchdowns in 2018. The unit was led by Rakeem Boyd, who
rushed for more than 100 yards in three different SEC games, including
a season-best 113 against Vanderbilt. The Houston Stratford High
School product took over the starting tailback role in the fifth game of
the season and his most impressive stretch of the season came during
a four-game stretch against Alabama, Ole Miss, Tulsa and Vanderbilt,
as he topped the century mark three times and totaled 423 yards. His
102 yards against Alabama made him the first Arkansas running back
to eclipse 100 yards against the Crimson Tide since Darren McFadden
in 2007.

In Traylor’s second season coaching the Arkansas running backs,
Boyd rushed for 1,133 yards and eight touchdowns on 184 carries (6.2
avg.) to spearhead a ground game that accumulated 1,766 yards.
Boyd topped 100 yards in five contests, including a season-best 185
and two scores on just eight attempts against Western Kentucky. He
also rushed for 100-plus against Portland State (114), Colorado State
(122), Kentucky (134) and Mississippi (114).

Prior to his time at Arkansas, Traylor spent the 2017 season as
associate head coach and running backs coach at SMU under Chad
Morris. He also served as the Mustangs’ interim head coach before
joining Morris’ staff at Arkansas.

During his one year at SMU, Traylor’s running backs piled up
2,223 yards on the ground. Three players rushed for 500-plus yards,
with Xavier Jones leading the group at 1,075. The Mustangs topped the
200-yard mark on the ground six times, including a season-best 311 in
a win against Arkansas State. SMU ranked in the top 20 nationally in
several offensive categories, including 12th in scoring offense and 15th
in fotal offense.

Prior to his time in Dallas, Traylor spent two seasons at Texas. He
was the tight ends coach and special teams coordinator in 2015 and
then the associate head coach for offense and wide receivers coach in
2016, when the Longhorns boasted the nation’s No. 16-ranked offense
that averaged 491.3 yards per game. During his time as the lead
recruiter, he helped the Longhorns sign the No. 7-ranked recruiting
class in the country in back-to-back years and was named Scout.com’s
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Jeff Traylor guided UTSA to the first bowl win in program history with
a 35-17 victory over Marshall in the 2023 Frisco Bowl.

Big 12 Recruiter of the Year. He recruited punter Michael Dickson, who
went on to earn multiple All-America honors, win Big 12 Conference
Special Teams Player of the Year in 2016 and 2017 as well as the 2017
Ray Guy Award, and currently punts for the Seattle Seahawks.

Traylor built his hometown program into a prep powerhouse
during his 15-year tenure leading the Gilmer Buckeyes.

A four-time Texas High School Coach of the Year, he posted a
175-26 record (.871) and led Gilmer fo five state championship game
appearances, three state titles (2004, ‘09, '14) and 12 district crowns.
The Buckeyes turned in a pair of perfect 16-0 seasons, won 10-or-
more games 11 times and registered seven 13-win seasons and three
15-win campaigns during his career.

In 2014, his Class 4A Division Il state championship team boasted
one of the most prolific offenses in Texas prep history. Gilmer scored
950 points, the second-most at that time in state history, averaging
59.4 points and 536.1 yards over the 16-game season. The Buckeyes
topped 60 points nine times, including two 80-point performances.
Gilmer also averaged 536.1 total yards per game (8,577 yards)
behind a balanced 293.9 passing yards and 242.1 rushing yards per
contest. The defense was equally dominant, allowing only 276 points
(17.3) with five single-digit efforts and two shutouts, while recording 23
interceptions and forcing 17 fumbles. Gilmer closed out the season with
a win over West Orange-Stark and had eight different players earn
Class 4A All-State honors from either the AP or Texas Sports Writers
Association.

Gilmer's two other state titles under Traylor both came in Class 3A
in 2004 (Division Il) and 2009 (Division I), before the change in class
structure in Texas high school football moved the school into Class 4A.
After 15 years on its sidelines, Gilmer renamed Buckeye Stadium to Jeff
Traylor Stadium to honor his successful career.

Inducted into the East Texas Coaches Association Hall of Honor
in 2019, Traylor received numerous honors during his prep coaching
career, including being named Coach of the Decade (2000s) by the
Tyler Morning Telegraph. He is a 12-time District Coach of the Year,
four-time East Texas Coach of the Year and a four-time Ted Jeffries
Award winner. He has received the Carl Padilla Coach of the Year,
KYKX Coach of the Year and Old Coach Network Coach of the Year
awards twice each. He was inducted into both the Texas High School
Coaches Association (THSCA) Hall of Honor and the Texas High
School Football Hall of Fame in 2025.

Traylor began his coaching career as an assistant coach at Big
Sandy High School in 1990-93 before a seven-year stint (1994-
2000) at Jacksonville High School where he served as passing
coordinator, defensive backs coach, receivers coach and special
teams coordinator. There, he helped coach future NFL quarterbacks
Josh McCown and Luke McCown and former Texas A&M standout
signal-caller Randy McCown.

A 1986 graduate of Gilmer High School, Traylor earned both
undergraduate (1990) and graduate (2002) degrees in education
from Stephen F. Austin while playing football as a walk-on.

He and his wife, Cari, have three children: Jordan, Jacob and Jaci.



WHAT THEY’RE SAYING ABOUT JEFF TRAYLOR

“Jeff Traylor is a champion who has an innate ability to help student-athletes
become the best leaders they can be. He is one of our own and as someone
who is extremely well connected with the Texas high school coaching
community, he is an excellent choice to usher in a powerful new era for
Roadrunners Football.”

— D.W. Rutledge, former Executive Director of the Texas High
School Football Coaches Association and legendary Converse
Judson High School coach

“I had the privilege of being coached by Jeff Traylor early in my career. The
impact that he had in my life has left a ripple effect in every locker room that
I've walked in, from high school, college and the last 18 years in the NFL. He
has the rare ability to invest in his players both on and off the field, making
them better players on it and more importantly guiding them into high-
character men off of it. | believe UTSA football is in for something special.”
— Josh McCown, former NFL and Jacksonville High School
quarterback

“Jeff Traylor is a dynamic, transformational leader who will usher in a bright
new era for UTSA football. | have long admired Coach Traylor’s passion for
young people, his knowledge of the game and his unparalleled impact in
recruiting. He is a dynamic personality who will recruit the very best student-
athletes from all across the state and high school coaches know that if they
send a young man to Jeff, he will be cared for, taught and pushed to be the
very best that he can be. I look forward to seeing Coach Traylor and his staff
bring a championship to San Antonio.”

— Matt Rhule, Nebraska and former Baylor head Ccach

“Jeff Traylor was a legendary high school coach at Gilmer, who won a
bunch of state championships. We coached some of his great players at
Texas and he did a tremendous job developing young talent. Jeff has been
able to grow as a coach at the collegiate level over the last few years and
he will bring a wealth of knowledge on the state of Texas to UTSA. He'll be
welcomed in every high school in the state, which is perfect as he works to
build the program in San Antonio. UTSA hit a home run with this hire.”

— Mack Brown, former North Carolina and Texas head coach

“Jeffis well known and trusted by high school coaches, and his long-standing
relationships will pay dividends in recruiting. Jeff builds strong relationships
with players and they will play hard for him.”

— Sonny Dykes, TCU head coach

“| first met Coach Traylor when he was my head football coach and athletic
director during my senior year of high school. | didn't know what kind of
quarterback | could really be until | was molded by his program, but more
importantly, | didn’t know what kind of person | could be. The lessons he
instilled in us about pride, persistence, humility and selflessness prepared
me for the challenges | would later face throughout the ups and downs of a
collegiate and professional career, both as a player and a coach. Equally
as important, Coach Traylor’s ability to recruit and develop both his staff
and players is unmatched. He has a genuine love for people that is not only
contagious but also creates an atmosphere where the entire football family
will accept constructive criticism and will willingly give their best effort 100%
of the time. That is invaluable.”

— G. J. Kinne, Texas State head coach and former Gilmer High
School and Tulsa quarterback

“Jeff’s a tremendous football coach who built a program at Gilmer that has
had unbelievable success. He's a guy that we've watched, admired and
really gotten to know. The thing about Jeff is he’s just so passionate about
the game and his players. We had a chance to get him in for an interview
and around our staff, and he really impressed all of us. He has a great deal
of knowledge and experience and having coached in this state for so long,
really knows Texas.”

— Charlie Strong, former head coach at Texas, Louisville and USF

“Jeff is a great football coach and we have a lot in common and we think
alike, so he’s a great help. He's got great ideas and he’s a good football guy.
You don't win three state championships without really knowing something
about football.”

— Jay Norvell, Colorado State head coach

“| got to know Coach Traylor when | was recruiting for the University of
Houston, and | was always so impressed by him as a coach and a mentor to
his players. He is a tremendous leader of men and great football mind, and |
am excited to see the success he will bring to the UTSA program.”

— KIiff Kingsbury, former Arizona Cardinals and Texas Tech
head coach

“As a fellow educator, we get many opportunities to employ coaches that
we feel can have a positive impact on the lives of student athletes. | have
never witnessed anyone that can capture the hearts of kids and influence
enfire communities to strive for a common purpose as Jeff Traylor. Jeff
transforms every environment he becomes involved with to a culture of trust,
caring and a ‘find a way’ winning attitude in all he pursues. His presence
influences everyone around him to strive for the same level of excellence
he demands of himself. Congratulations on your hire, as your decision will
positively affect all student athletes Jeff Traylor will come in contact with as
your Head Football Coach.”

— Danny Long, Conroe Independent School District Head Coach/
Athletics Director

“Jeff is a great hire for UTSA! Everywhere he has ever been, he has left the
place better than it was before he got there. First and foremost, he's a man of
character. Faith, family and football are what's most important to him and in
that order. He has an ability to reach all types of people as a communicator
and motivator and help them achieve their maximum potential. His work ethic
is second to none and from the minute he steps foot on campus, UTSA will be
on the road to becoming champions. His track record speaks for itself, and
I'm confident it won't be long before UTSA will be a force to be reckoned
with. UTSA could not have hired a better man to lead their program.”

— Randy McCown, former quarterback at Jacksonville High
School who led Texas A&M to a Big 12 Championship

“UTSA has made a great choice in naming Jeff Traylor as its head football
coach. Jeff has a proven record in recruiting high school players with the
athletic and academic skills to succeed at the collegiate level. He not only
recruits well, he is skilled in coaching young men and developing each
athlete’s continued improvement. Jeff understands full well the need for
excellence in all phases of the game-offense, defense and special teams.
His winning record at Gilmer High School — three state championships and
two runner-up finishes — prove his abilities. | have no doubt he will rapidly
assemble a great staff. | am very excited about the future for Roadrunner
football teams.”

— Mike Perrin, former University of Texas Director of Athletics



