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Health of Ohio’s Children

Ohio's performance is consistently in or near the bottom 
half of states on rankings of child health and wellbeing.

Ohio ranks in the bottom half of states and D.C. on 
65% of child health metrics.

Children in Ohio have more hospital admissions for 
asthma than children in most other states.



80% of children who fail 
vision screening do not 
have a comprehensive 

eye exam. 

Vision for Ohio’s Children



Cavities, also known as 
caries or tooth decay, are 
the most common chronic 

disease of childhood.

Dental for Ohio’s Children





OHIO’S 
WHOLE CHILD 
FRAMEWORK



School Health 
Services



School nurses are a critical component 
to a successful partnership and 
consequently have the ability to impact 
the trajectory of children's lives. 



Accessibility 

According to a 2023 JAMA publication, 
School Based Health Centers reduce 
income-based disparities with children 
having access to a usual source of 
healthcare.  

Identify a healthcare concern. 
Link to resource. 
Follow-up as necessary. 
Collaboration around the identified concern. 



Delivery Models



Local Organizations



Integration 
Level of integration is dependent on the delivery model.  The delivery model determines the 
amount of time spent within a particular building/district.     



Partnership Timeline

2005

Dental Outreach 

First school based services 
provided through mobile dental 
van. 

2014

Spartan Health Center 

First full time school based 
health center based in Lima 
Ohio at Lima Senior High 
School. 

2019

Bulldog & Rams Health Centers

First two Toledo Public school 
based health centers located at 
Scott and Rogers High Schools.  

2020

Tytocare 

Training and utilization of the 
virtual healthcare platform 
Tytocare within elementary 
school buildings.  

2021

Waite & Woodward Health Centers  
with the Vision Outreach 

Additional health centers in Toledo 
Public Schools.  Beginning of 
Vision Outreach Program.  

2022

Bowsher & Start Health Centers

Additional school based health 
centers began in temporary 
location during construction in 
permanent locations.  School 
based health center in all 6 
comprehensive high schools. 





On Site School Based Health Centers 



Tytocare Telemedicine 



Outreach Services





Asthma Action Program



Immunization On Site & Outreach 

Fall 2023 Total Vaccines Total Patients 
Bowsher 267 128
Bulldog 267 136
Start 154 100
Rogers 237 120
Waite 190 90
Woodward 180 90
Totals 1295 664



Coordination 

Alignment   Clarifying roles Shared leadership Clear expectations, 
focus, and goals

Create agreed upon 
work flow

Success benchmarks 
– What does success 

look like? 

Commitment to the 
partnership including 
working through the 

challenges

Consistent and 
frequent 

communication

Assigns liaisons 
between the 

community partner 
and the school 
and/or district

Provide adequate 
space for the 

services provided
Referrals and 

promotion of services 
Identification of key 

champions





School Nurse Reports 



National Recognition Health Center Leader 





Success Stories - Student

A 16 year old female student came to the SBHC referred 
by the school nurse.  The student fell a few days prior and 
had an abrasion on her knee.  The student had an 
elevated BMI, which trigger further screening for diabetes 
risk factors.  The SBHC provider completed an A1C.  The 
student’s A1C was an 11.6% which indicates that the 
student is diabetic.  
The student did not have a previous diabetes diagnosis.  
The student informed staff that her grandmother recently 
died as a result of diabetes complications and her father 
had uncontrolled diabetes.  
The SBHC staff have continued to follow the student 
closely.  The student’s A1C has reduced to 6.1%.  The 
staff will continue to follow her closely to help support the 
student on her road to health.  The health center staff 
have also provided behavioral health supports and placed 
a referral to the embedded behavioral health support.  



Success Story – Student

A senior in high school received a comprehensive vision 
exam from the Vision Outreach Team.  The student 
required glasses.  The student completed the school 
required vision screenings in kindergarten, first, third, 
fifth, seventh, nineth, and eleventh grades.  The student 
never received a comprehensive exam despite the failed 
vision screenings.  The vision outreach team worked 
with the student to pick out glasses and dispensed the 
glasses to him after the glasses were received to ensure 
appropriate fit.  



Success Stories - Student

Student has presented to the health center with 
ongoing physical concerns as well as mental 
health concerns, including suicidal ideation. 
Patient has a history of inconsistency with 
medication and irregularly engaging in outpatient 
services. Through work with medical provider, 
patient was able to stabilize physical concerns and 
through behavioral health provider meeting with 
patient regularly, patient has learned coping 
strategies to manage suicidal ideations. 
Additionally, during a crisis situation, BHP was 
able to link patient with ongoing mental health 
services through community mental health. Patient 
has re-started medication, is consistently taking 
medication and attending therapy. Patient has 
noted a significant improvement in mood and is 
doing well.



Success Stories – School Staff

42-year-old male with past medical history of 
diabetes and hypertension presented with 
concerns of elevated blood sugars. Patient had 
been feeling very sick over the previous days, 
which prompted him to check his blood sugars, 
which were running in the 200-300 range. 

Patient was previously on medication for diabetes 
management, but admitted it had been some time 
since he had been treated. Medications were 
initiated but close follow up was kept with patient. 

After just two visits with patient, he started to feel 
much better and more like himself. He was able to 
get back to work and blood sugars were within 
control. He then entrusted us to take care of his 
wife and stepson.  



Partnership 



Resources 

Ohio School Based Alliance 
• https://www.osbha.com/

Ohio Department of Health 
• https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/School-Wellness
/Student-Health-and-Medication-Supports/School-Based-Health-Car
e-Support-Toolkit

National School Based Health Alliance 
• https://www.sbh4all.org/

https://www.osbha.com/
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/School-Wellness/Student-Health-and-Medication-Supports/School-Based-Health-Care-Support-Toolkit
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/School-Wellness/Student-Health-and-Medication-Supports/School-Based-Health-Care-Support-Toolkit
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/School-Wellness/Student-Health-and-Medication-Supports/School-Based-Health-Care-Support-Toolkit
https://www.sbh4all.org/


Questions 
The door is always open at all of the 
School Based Health Centers!  

Feel free to contact us: 
Tiffany Ways –
Health Partners of Western Ohio  
tways@hpwohio.org

Maribel Martinez –
Toledo Public Schools  
mmartinez@tps.org  

mailto:tways@hpwohio.org
mailto:mmartinez@tps.org

