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Hi again and I hope you are doing 

well. Last week we flew to Minsk in 

Belarus to make music recordings 

with a Christian Roma group who 

speak the Baltic Romani language. 

When we arrived in the Minsk air-

port we were met by our good 

friend Valdemar who had organised 

our trip. It is always lovely to see a 

familiar face in the crowd when we 

arrive at an airport. We then trav-

elled 110 km south of the beautiful 

city of Minsk to Slutsk, taking two 

mini bus cabs and a car to get to 

the Roma family who we would stay and record with.  

We were warmly welcomed by Stephan and 

his family who live in a rural region. The 

family are very poor and we could tell that 

as soon as we arrived. Conditions for them 

are very basic with outside toilet, water 

from a well and heating is by a log boiler. 

The Roma Gypsy people also tend to be on 

the bottom rung of the employment ladder, 

so life is tough for them. But their family 

and ex tended family made us feel so spe-

cial. They said we were the first ever 

"western couple" to visit and stay with them. 
 

This Christian Roma family are so passionate about 

reaching their people with the Good News. Prayer, 

fellowship, sharing everything and helping others is a 

huge part of their lives and ministry here. Many 

problems exist here like everywhere else worldwide.  

The food, hospitality and fellowship with them was 

wonderful and we loved our time staying with them 

all. People kept visiting to see these two strangers 

from the UK. We had come to record some Christian 

songs in their language. They had written most of the 

songs themselves and all the family were amazing mu-

sicians and they can all play an assortment of differ-

ent instruments.  Many of the Roma people don't read 

well and so in these songs we recorded, they can tell 

the Gospel story. 

 

We spent two full days recording and also spoke at 

their local church on Sunday giving our testimony and 

sharing a little about the work of GRN.  

The Roma Family. 



Belarus is a landlocked country surrounded by Poland, Russia, Lithuania, Ukraine and Latvia. It is 

a very fertile country and farming is a major industry. Minsk the capital is a beautiful modern 

city. The weather varies from –8C in winter to 18c in summer. Some parts of Belarus experience 

sub-zero temperatures for more than a third of the year. We could feel the wind chill. 

 

 

 

 

Soon it was our time to travel 

home and we said our goodbyes. 

This was a great experience for us and we are excited about what God is doing in Belarus.  

Thank you for praying for us while we were away.    God Bless you.    Kenny & Joan McKee 
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