Dear brothers and sisters,
I'm still not in Africa! But that's okay, we're plenty
busy and God's work carries on. I'm in constant
contact with the recordist I trained in Madagascar,
Revoma. He has been editing Bible story sets in the
Bara language as well as recording music to
accompany our Tandroy recordings. He's a musician
himself, so he really enjoys recording songs which,
many times, are spontaneously composed by the
native speakers. Music is a big part of the cultures in
Madagascar and reinforce the Christian message.
Revoma and me in July 2019

I believe God is leading me to be involved more with Bible
translation. So I've applied to Dallas International University (DIU)
to begin a MA in Applied Linguistics. God willing I will start in
January and take a full load of classes for the next two years. DIU
is well known for its connection with Wycliffe Global Alliance, a
network of organizations currently working in more than 2,130 languages.
In the past, Bible translation was a lengthy process. It often involved somebody well-educated going to
a village and learning the language, completing the New Testament in as long as 20 years. These days,
most Bible translation is done by teams of native speakers, which can complete the NT in as little as 4
years. A Translation Consultant visits and mentors them, and checks their text as they progress.
However, since this is a new trend, there is a shortage of Consultants. So my goal is to become a
Translation Consultant. To get there, I will be a full time student
for two years, and then serve as an apprentice to a Consultant
out in the field. My classes will focus on linguistics and Biblical
exegesis, so I will be able to help native speakers come up with
an accurate translation. Right now I'm getting a head start
learning Hebrew, which is fascinating!
I first learned about this career path when I visited Botswana
last year for recording. I stayed with Hessel, a Bible Consultant.
He visits multiple translation teams every month throughout
NW Botswana but also advises them remotely. He is a really
smart, insightful guy, much like myself. (haha)
Me with Hessel, Bible Consultant in Botswana

When my studies and apprenticeship is complete, I'll go where the need is. This could be Africa or
elsewhere. I really appreciate your prayer support and financial support, you make this possible. Pray
for God's guidance and that we may be an instrument by which people can read the Bible in their native
tongue for the first time.
I still hope to travel to Madagascar in summer to follow up with Revoma on all the projects happening
there. Over a dozen languages are still undergoing translation and could be recorded.
Also, Mtendere church in Malawi, whose building we helped build in August, send their greetings.
They are thankful to God and thankful to you. As Malawians, it's cultural for them to return the favor
anyway they can, so they pray often for you.

Mtendere (Peace) Church

Pray for:
•

Mtendere church as they reach out to their community with acts of kindness and literacy
classes.

•

Revoma, who has travelled across Madagascar (by rickety bus) to record Tandroy choirs. Pray
for safety and health as he often has to travel to make recordings. Pray he will make quality
recordings and process them well for listeners.

•

My studies at DIU. This first semester will be online but following semesters may be in Dallas.
Pray for intelligence and for all the intangibles: relationships, purpose, whole person
development. That I may be a better blessing to others. And have some fun.

In Christ,
Joel

