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We will continue from where we stopped last Wednesday but before that, let’s look to the Lord.

Father, this evening, we come to You. We need You, Lord. We need You, Father. Every day, we are only even more aware how
helpless and weak we are without You,; how blinded we are unless You open our eyes. We are no different from the world if
You are not there. Because it is You alone that makes the difference. This night, once again, we are gathered in Your housein
Your Name to meditate upon Your Word one more time this year. We know You have always been faithful. Speak to us once
again. Teach us. Spirit of God, teach us. Help us to lift up and exhort the Word of God, Christ Jesus once again in our lives.
Thank You, Lord. In Jesus’ Name we pray, Amen.

As Sammy was saying thatin his prayer, we never went hungry from hereeve non aWednesday oraSunday but I don’t know
whether you went with indigestion. That’s a different matter altogether because the meat was a little tough but we will
continue from where we stopped.

We’ve beenlookingatthe work (last Wednesday remember) of the Holy Spirit. The most misunderstood, neglected Person
of the Trinity; yet, God the Father, when we study Scripture, has done nothing outside the Son, the Eternal Word and the
Spirit. He has neverdone anything without the Son and the Spirit. From Genesis 1 to Revelation 22, we keep seeing the Holy
Spiritactually onthe move. Actually, the Book of Acts should be called the Book of the Acts of the Holy Spirit. People always
think of it as the Acts of the Apostles butitis actually the Acts of the Holy Spirit. But rememberalways the importance of the
Word to the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit willnever do anything outside the Word of God or what contradicts the Word of God.
That’s why we teach the Word of God because people get confused saying, “The Spirit told me; the Spirit moved me,” but
how doyou know? Because there are many spirits. God says, “Test the spirits.” How dowe know? It’s by beingvery clear and
sure about the Word of God because the Holy Spirit will never do anything outside or contradict the Word of God. Even in
the famous verse which we know, which was spokento Zerubbabel in Zechariah 4:6,

Zechariah 4:6
¢ So he answered and said to me: “This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit’
Says the Lord of hosts.

We know this well - ‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,” Says the Lord of hosts. But it begins with the proclamation
that this is the Word of the Lord to Zerubbabel. It proclaims because the Holy Spirit only comes once the Word is been
proclaimed. He doesn’t work on His own outside the Word of God. Then, He comes to make that Word come to pass. If you
look at the advertising world especially, millions are spent to send one message across. Afterafew months later, the message
is forgotten. Do you remember any Ads from the past 2015 or even 2016? Do you know how much was spent on it? The
message is forgotten; yet, God’s Word never changesfrom generation to generation. It endures and the Holy Spirit empowers
it in the heart of everyone who believes. The Word doesn’t neveradvertisement. Itenduresforeverandit is not forgotten.
In 1 Peter 1:24-25, Scripture says,

1 Peter 1:24-25

24because “All fleshisas grass, And all the glory of manas the flower of the grass. The grass withers,
And its flower falls away, ?° But the word of the Lord endures forever.” Now this is the word which by the gospel was
preached to you.

Everything of manwithersanditisforgotten butthe Word of God endures forever and ever. We invent all kinds of new ways
but God has only one way —that is the Word anointed by the Holy Spirit. Rememberalways —the Word through the Spirit. In
1 Corinthians 2, Paul will say,

1 Corinthians 2:10-12
19 But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God. ! For
what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man which isin him? Even so no one knows the things of God
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except the Spirit of God. > Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might
know the things that have been freely given to us by God.

He has freely given us the Word and the Word contains the deep things of God but we will only understand it through the
Spirit. No other way. Not by might. That’s the strength of the physical body.Not by power of the mind. You will say, “The pen
is mightierthan the sword.” But not by might; not even by strength. God says, “But by My Spirit.” Every servantof Godinthe
Oldorinthe New, whentheyfell, theyfellbecausetheyleaned on theirown strengthand stopped depending upon the Spirit
of God. It’s not that they did not know the Word of God; they stopped depending onthe Spirit of God. That’s why the Bible
keeps on reminding us — “Don’t do it on your own.” That’s why | said the Holy Spirit is the most misunderstood,
underestimated Person. If God won’t do anything from the beginning till the end without His Spirit, how can we, who are
born of the Spirit, do anything without Him? In Psalm 33:16-18, Scripture again says,

Psalm 33:16-18

16 No king is saved by the multitude of an army; A mighty man is not delivered by great strength. *” A horse is a vain hope
forsafety; Neithershall it deliver any by its great strength. ‘8 Behold, the eye of the Lord is on those who fear Him, On those
who hopein His mercy,

All thisdepending on what we call as strength in the world, God says, “Itis useless.” God’s eye is upon man. God’s eyes are
to see whose eye ison Him so that He can strengthen us with His Spirit. Our perfect example always in the Bible. Our perfect
example alwaysis Jesus. He isthe perfectexample. We will seein Luke 1:35, where we will see thatJesusis born of the Holy
Spirit.

Luke 1:35
35 And the angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will
overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God.

Why is Jesus called the Son of God? Because He is conceived of the Holy Spirit. Why are we called the children of God?
Because we are born again by the same Spirit. Otherwise, we won’t be called the sons and daughters of the Living God.
Rememberthe perfectexample—Jesus, conceived of the Holy Spirit.

In Luke 3:21, Scripture says,

Luke 3:21-22
21 When all the people were baptized, it came to pass that Jesus also was baptized; and while He prayed, the heaven was
opened. 2> And the Holy Spirit descended in bodily form like a dove upon Him...

He was baptizedinthe Holy Spirit. In Luke 4:1, now, He is not just baptized,

Luke 4:1
1 Then Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spiritinto the wilderness,

You will see, from the beginning of His life onwards, itis a continuous progress with the Holy Spirit. Born of the Holy Spirit,
baptizedinthe Holy Spirit, full of the Holy Spirit, let by the Spiritinto the wilderness to be tested. If the Holy Spirit leads you
intoa situation to be tested, we can absolutely sure that you willcome out victorious. You willnever be defeated because He
isthe One wholeads you and He will give you victory. How does that chapter conclude in Luke 4:14? Scripture says,

Luke 4:14
14 Then Jesus returned in the power of the Spiritto Galilee, and news of Him went out through all the surrounding region.

Victorious overthe powers of darkness, overthe deviland all the temptation. The Holy Spirit leads Jesus into the wildemess

to be tested and He comes underthe power of the Holy Spirit with even more. So, Jesusis the perfect example of what the
New Covenantlifeis.
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The Book of Galatians primarily usesfourterms. In Galatians 5:16, Scripture says,

Galatians 5:16
16| say then: Walkin the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.

Now, we say, “Lord, help me fromthe lust of the flesh.” God says, “Walkin the Spirit. There is no other way.” It doesn’t matter

how much of the Word we know; whichis good. We needto know the Word. So, we understand whatthe lust of the flesh is
but how do you overcome? Only by walkinginthe Spirit. He says,

...you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.
In Galatians 5:18, Scripture says, “Be led by the Spirit.”

Galatians 5:18
18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.

“Lord, how do | escape the law?” God says, “Only one way — be led by the Spirit.” In Galatians 5:25, God says,

Galatians 5:25
25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

And the result of beingled by the Spirit, walkinginthe Spiritand livingin the Spiritis what Galatians 5:22-23 says. You will
start manifesting the fruit of the Spirit.

Galatians 5:22-23
22 gut the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, ?* gentleness, self-control.
Againstsuch there is no law.

Everythinginthe Bible is actuallyis connected and Jesus’ life is characterized by this. He walked inthe Spirit; He was le d by
the Spirit; He lived by the Spirit; and He manifestedthe fruit of the Spirit. Thatis the lifethatis being offeredto us. Even when
His ministry officially begins, He begins with this proclamationin Luke 4:18; He begins by saying,

Luke 4:18-19
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me...

And then, He gives His declaration of what is the kind of ministry He will do. Now, we all have vision statements about our
ministries. Thisis what our ministry is going to do. We have mission statement. He al so had a mission statement. He says,

...To preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And
recovery of sight to the blind, To set at liberty those who are oppressed; *° To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.”

Thisis His mission statement but He begins by saying, “l cannot do any one of this unless the Spirit of GodisuponMeand He
has anointed Me.” And He is telling us the same thing — you can have the most wonderful mission statement in life for
ministry, for Church but if the Spirit of God is not upon you and has not anointed you, it will just remain as a statement.
Nothing will come to pass. “Without My Spirit,” God says, “you can do nothing.” Thatis where the dependence comes. That
iswhere we need to know this Third Person of the Trinity. What God speaks and teaches about Him. In Acts 10:38, thisisthe
sum total of Jesus’ ministry.

Acts 10:38
38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all

who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.

The sumtotal. Jesus was anointed withthe Holy Spirit and with powerand He went about doing good. So, how doesa person
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come to this? We learn theory. Theory has to be learnt before you go to practical, right? Remember what God told Israel
through the prophetlsaiahin Isaiah 30:15,

Isaiah 30:15
15 For thus says the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel: “In returning and rest you shall be saved; In quietness and confidence
shall be your strength.” But you would not,

The firstthing God says is, “Turn back.” The first thing the Holy Spirit will tell us, if we hear from Him, is, “Turn back t o God.
Restin Him, in His power, in His strength, in His love, in His mercy.” Turn back. The word we use is ‘repent’. Repent means
‘turnback’. That’s the first thing the Holy Spirit says.

...In quietness and confidence shall be your strength.” ...

It's not in a great deal of works and activity but the quietness and the confidence which the Holy Spirit gives you, thatis your
strength. Because you know, Scripture says, “Jesus knew God was with Him.” He went around doingall this, but at the last,
what did it say? God was with Him. That isthe quietness, the confidence. The work of the Holy Spiritin everyindividual’s life
usually fallsunderthesesegments —the first thing God says s, “Turn back.” In John 16:8,

John 16:8
8 And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:

The firstthing the Holy Spirit doesis —when you hearthe Word, when you read the Word, the first thing the Holy Spirit does
in your heart is that — wherever you were worldly, He will convict you of that because friendship with the world is enmity
with God. The first thing He will say, “Remember who you are, who you belong to.” The first work of the Holy Spiritis to
convictthe world in me that, “You have sinned and you have gone into enemy territory.” I’'m not talking about goingintothe
physical world but being worldly. Joseph could be in the physical Egypt and be an absolute true Hebrew, set apart for God.
Daniel could be inthe bohemian Babylonian court and be absolutelysetapart son of Judah. It's not about going; it’s whether
we are contaminated by worldliness. That’s the first thing the Holy Spirit convicts. He convicts us of sin but doesn’t leave us
there and He points to the righteousness that is available in Christ Jesus. He says, “Repent. Come back to Christ. Confess.
Cleanse. Come back.” That’s the first thing because thatis availableonly in Christand Christalone.And if we ignore message
numberone and two, then He has to pointto judgment, whichis coming. [t will come one day. You take this route and keep
on sowinginthis, one day, you will reap. There is no escaping the laws God has set. So, He reminds us of judgment. Once we
yield to this, that is, the primary work of the Holy Spirit, which is continuous; it is one-time when we come to Christ and
continuous through life. Thisis continuous—conviction of the world, pointing to righteous if not, warning of judgment. Every
message in every Church should contain these two — there should be conviction; there should be the righteousness of Jesus
that isavailable; and the judgment that will come, if we keep movingaway. Then only He movesto the nextlevel —the work
of the Holy Spirit. InJohn 14:25-26, Jesus says,

John 14:25-26
25 “These things | have spoken to you while being present with you. 26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will
send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that | said to you.

Thisis the second work of the Holy Spirit. He doesn’t do the second work of the Holy Spiritif I do not agree to the firstw ork.
Thisisthe truth. That's why people have stayed, lived, grown and died in Churches but learnt nothing because the Holy Spirit
cannot teachthem as they did not respond to the first primary work. He says, “He will teach. The Holy Spiritisthe Teacher.”

When Jesus was with them in the flesh, please understand; He taught His disciples under the anointing of the Holy Spirit.
After He rose again fromthe dead, His first ministry to the disciples the day He rose again, that day eveningisfoundin John
20:22; His first ministry to His disciplesis,

John 20:22
22 And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.
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That’s the first ministry. Subsequent to that, the second ministry He doesisin Luke 24:45,

Luke 24:45
45 And He opened their understanding, that they might comprehend the Scriptures.

Think aboutthis —didn’t He teach them for three and a half years? Did they understand Scriptures? No, they didn’t. Nobody
understood Scripture because the Holy Spirithadn’t been given to them fortheireyesto be opened to understand Scripture.
They didn’t understand. Neither will be understand. This will be an academic exercise and not a spiritual revelation unless
the Holy Spirit opens oureyes. So, He rose again, the first day evening, resurrectionSunday evening, He breathed upon them
and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit,” and then, He opens their understanding that they could understand the Scriptures. After
that, we know fifty days later, they are all in the upper room. They are baptized in the Holy Spirit. In Acts 2:12, they are
baptizedinthe Holy Spiritand there isan incredible paradigm shift. These hundred and twenty are standing over there and
they are all speakingindiversetongues,

Acts 2:12
12 50 they were all amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “Whatever could this mean?”

What you are seeing is degrees of the Holy Spirit. It is increasing. From breathing, to eyes opening, to an infilling and now,
when this takes place, there isanincredibly dramaticinterpretation of the Scripture by the ex -fisherman.

Acts 2:14-16

14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised his voice and said to them, “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem,
let this be known to you, and heed my words. *° For these are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of
the day. 16 But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:

This fisherman starts interpreting Scripture, going on to Joel, going on to the Psalms, going on to Psalm 110. He uses Scripture
of the Old Testament to interpret about Jesus. Where did this come from? Because of the Holy Spirit. The anointing of the
Holy Spirit on anybody, (it doesn’t matter who it is) when the anointing comes and you know your Scripture but you have
understanding now and you are able to interpret Scripture. That’s why 1John 2:27 says,

1John 2:27

27 But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as
the same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you
will abidein Him.

How do you know this anointingistrue? If the anointingis true, the teachingunderthe anointing will see thatyou abide in
Christ; notinthe world. You abide in Him. That’s how you know. So, itis the anointing that teaches. The more we yield to the
Holy Spirit, the more He leads usintothe truth. In John 16:12-13,

John 16:12-13

12 “1 still have many things to say to you, (Jesusis telling His disciples,) but you cannot bear them now.** However, when He,
the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He
hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.

He says, “When the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide youinto all things.” ButJesusis saying something strange overthere.
Jesusissaying, “lhave muchtotell you,” but He said, “I cannottell you.” Why? Because you do not have the strength to bear
it. If He had told them before His death all the revelations which they will subsequently know through the Holy Spirit, they
would have broken underthe weight. Thisistrue even now. Whenthe Holy Spirit comes, He not only lead us into the truth
but He also gives us the strength to bear the truth because truth is difficult to bear; it is not easy. He will guide us into all
truth, little by little. Our problem honestly, as a Church; our problem is —we have learnt much truth but we have received
less strength. So, people crumbleunderthe weight of the truth becausethey do not have the strength to bear the truth. Look
at thisman — veryearlyin his saved life, within three days, Acts 9:17,
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Acts 9:17
17 And Ananias went his way and entered the house; and laying his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who
appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent me that you may receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”

Immediately, Saul knew that this is the truth. “How will this man know that Jesus met me on the road,” and that the Spirit
has given him discernment? He says,

...receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”
Is he filled with the Holy Spirit? What s his future? In Acts 9:15,

Acts 9:15-16
15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the children
of Israel. ¢ For | will show him how many things he must suffer for My name’s sake.”

Can God show us? If you were to tell Peter, “Go back to Nigeria. You are going to back to Nigeria in two years and in three
years, youwill be in prison. You will be beaten up for My Name’s sake but | will be with you,” he willnever go back to Nige ria.
Why? You needto realize —there are two sets of people. When Paul is saying, “Bye,” to the Church, they are saying, “Don’t
go.” He says, “l needto go.” And the prophetrises up, takes a rope, ties his hands and says, “This is the way, if yougo, y ou
will be handed overin Jerusalem.” Because they don’t have the strength to bear the truth which they are speaking, which is
true. Paul says, “I already know and | am going. You don’t have the strength to bear the truth about me. | have already
receivedthe strength the truth of what | have to go through.” That’s why Jesusis telling, “I have got many thingsto tell you
but | cannot tell you now but when the Holy Spirit comes, when He comes, you will be able to bear it. He will give you
strength.” Often, when we hear the truth about God’s Word preached, we are not able to bear it because there is no
corresponding power inside. Therefore, we draw away. Remember when Jesus was teaching about, “You have to drink My
Blood and eat My Body. Otherwise, you will have no part.” They said, “This is too hard a teaching. Who can bear it?” And
eventhe disciples started walking away because this was too much for them to bear. He was not telling this to the crowds;
He was telling this to the disciples but they could not bear it. So, the major issue we need to realize over this is — do we
understand? How do we see life as? Do we see the Word as truth? And the Holy Spiritis givento us to bear the truth. That’s
ourmajorissue. Unless we submit, surrender to the truth, we willdraw away. I'lltell you why. The majorissuethat happened
inHeaven and on earth, the fall —in Heaven and earth. In Isaiah 14:12-15,

Isaiah 14:12-14
12“How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How you are cut down to the ground,
You who weakened the nations!*3 For you have said in your heart: ‘I will ascend into heaven, | will exalt my throne above

the stars of God; | will also sit on the mount of the congregation On the farthest sides of the north; 41 will ascend above
the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High.’

This is the majorissue. When satan came to the Garden, that’s the same thing he told Eve, “If you eat, you will like God.”
What is he saying? “l want to be like You. When| am like God, | don’t have to submitto Him. | don’t have to yield to Him.”
You needtounderstand —deep within, there are otherthings that are happening. As soon as satan said that, he was brought
down and as soon as man entered into the same phase, they were cast out. It is built in us. The truth about all of us,
irrespective of age, maturity; all of us, isdeepinside, we all want our way and givinginto someoneelseis seen as weakness.

In Romans 8:7, the sinful mind is hostileto God and does not submitto God nor can it do so. It does not. Not onlyitwon’t, it
cannot. The carnal mindis hostile to God’s law. Every time the Word is being preached, itis being preached forthe purpose
that we will submitto the truth of God, to the Word of God. Therefore, the Person of God. When the Holy Spiritleads us to
the truth, He expects ustoyield tothe truth. Butthere isanother problem —the Holy Spirit leads me to the truth through the
preaching ministry of the mortal men. So, suddenly, the problem comes —pride rears its head, submitting to God’s Word
would seem like submitting to another person because submission puts usin a place of obedience. We have to understand
this. InJames 4:6-7, Scripture says,

James 4:6-17

www.gracetabernaclehyd.org |6



When The Spirit Comes!

¢ But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: “God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble.”” Therefore submit to
God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.

How do you submitto God? By submittingto His Word and to His Spirit. It not just Word and His Spirit. There is another side
of this. You have to read verse 7 carefully. What is the otherinterpretation? The otherinterpretationis this —when I submit
to God’s Word through the Spirit, God is with me. When | resist God, His Word and the Spirit, the devil is with me. If | submit
God, then God iswith me. His Holy Spiritis with me. He gives grace. That isthe powerof the Holy Spirit. When | resist God,
the devil iswith me. That’s our issue because we try to read Scripture through the eyes of the world. The Kingdom of God is
completelyinverted comparedto this world. That is why God says, “Stay away from this world.” Onlyin the Kingdom (I will
tell you about inversion,) by giving, you can have more. In the world, by keeping, you have more. In the Kingdom, by giving,
you have more. Onlyinthe Kingdom, when you are weak, you are strong. Only in the Kingdom, when you are empty, you are
filled. Onlyinthe Kingdom, 1 Peter 5:6,

1 Peter 5:6
¢ Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time,

By submission, you are exalted. God says, “In My Kingdom, nobody has been exalted who has not submitted.” Inthe world,
itis the other way — push your way through. Break down every opposition. Push your way through. Make yourself known.
That is why selfies are all about. But God says, “Inthe Kingdom, itis the other way. You are exalted only through submission.”
He says, “My Son humbled Himself, made Himself in the form of a servant, to the point He was obedient unto death and the
worst deathin His time — death on a Cross.” Then, what did God do? Exalted Him and exalted Him to the highest place and
said, “All power, rule and authority is with You.” Why? Because He submitted to the lowest; God raised Him to the highest.
That’s how the Holy Spirit works.

The Holy Spirit will not be able to functionin our lives if we resist the truth. The problem is —when we resist the truth, we
don’trealize we haveresisted thetruth but the symptoms are there —we get offended; we get depressed; we get discouraged;
we start compromising; we start complaining; we start murmuring; we start accusing; and all these happen because we
resisted the truth and we did not have the power of the Holy Spiritto bear the truth. So, you will see the same disciples who
ran away when Jesus was arrested, those who were gathered in fear behind closed doors, when they thought He was still
dead, were the ones who stepped outinto the publicsquare fearlessly; not because truth had changed. Truth hadn’t changed.
In three days, truth did not change. Truth was still the same. What had happened was — powerwas given to bear the truth.
When power came down on the Day of Pentecost, they stepped forward and declared the same Person. He had never
changed. He was the same yesterday, today and forever. The Holy Spirit will first lead us to the truth and if we keep onyielding
to the truth, He will keep onleading us furtherand furtherinto the truth and Jesus doesn’tlie.

One old Bishopinancient days once remarked, “Everywhere | go, they serve me te a. Everywhere Paul went, therewas ariot.
Isthere something wrong with me?” He says, “Everywhere 1 go, they serve me tea. Everywhere the Apostles went, they were
beaten up.” Whatis wrong here? Have we compromised on the truthin the marketplace that the Gospelis no longer offensive
to the carnal man? God has always spokenthe truth. He never minced onthe truth. What is true? Jesus said, “There will be
wars and rumors of war. There will be pestilences, earthquakes and famines. There willbe more and more violence.The love
of many will grow cold. Families will betray each other and even will be ripped apart.” So, Jesus actually said, “See, | have
foretold you all these things.” Questionis: can we bearthe truth the Holy Spirit brings personally and corp orate? Thatis why
if the risen Savior's firstcommandin Mark 16:15 is,

Mark 16:15
15 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.

His second command and the final command is, “Wait in Jerusalem until you have received power.” Otherwise, you will not
be able to bearthe weight of the Gospel. You willnot beableto. Underthe pressure, you will start compromising and changing
the message and changingthe truth. The problemis —truth alone can save you and set you free. Nothingelse can. If you got
aterrible diseaseandyou are running a high fever, you go to the doctorand the doctor gives you Paracetamol and says, “Take
twice a day,” you take it and your feveris gone. And you feel good. But has the disease gone? It hasn’t gone. Only the true
Gospel can save somebody. The Gospelis offensiveto the carnal ears. That’s why God said, “Waitin Jerusalem untilyou have
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received power.”

The Holy Spirit not only leads us to all truth, He also gives us the power to be the vessels that bear the truth. That is the
incredible message we see in the Book of Acts. James, Peter and John beaten up are rejoicing. Stephen was about to be
executed; theyseehisfaceisglowinglike anangel. Peter, supposedly, the day before his executionis sofastasleepin peace.
Paul and Silas are singingin the Philippi prison, broken and beaten. Why? Because they have the powerto bearthe Gospel.
Do we have? It isfreely available. Thatis why God said, “Receive and keep receiving.” The problemis —often, the individual
and the Church, whatto be savedinanunsaved world means; whatto be alightinadark world means; what to be a follower
of Christtruly means. We forget. Thatis whyJesus said, “The Holy Spirit will also do one thing,” in John 14:26,

John 14:26
26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your
remembrance all things that | said to you.

So, don’t worry. You have been studyingand hearingthe Word for six years, sevenyears, eight years. The day you are filled
with the Holy Spirit, He will bring into your remembrance, “Thisis what He meant.” He will bringit to yourremem brance. He
isnot only a Teacher; He is also your memory bank. He brings to your remembrance because our memoryis astrange thing.
It plays tricks with us. That’s the difference you see between the old Israel and the new spiritual Israel in the New Covenant.
You see, the Israel that came out of Egypt; when they were in Egypt and they were going through all these suffering, like |
telling in the Church —1 get two kinds of calls in the Church. One —“Pastor, my marriage is not taking place.” Second one —
“Pastor, how can | get out of my marriage?” But whentheyare in Egypt, all the taskmasters, the whips and making of bricks
with straw and without straw, the pain, they cried out, “Lord, rescue me.” God senta saviorand took them out. A few days
and weeksinto the wilderness, memory started playing tricks. Now, the wilderness journeyis alittle hard and we only getto
drink this waterand this manna. “Oh, Egypt was so good. Rememberthe leeks, the cucumbers, the fish we ate so freely?” |
told this before also— you have to see in your mind how your memory plays tricks on you. If youlook at it in your memory,
inthe Nile coast, the Israelites are all lounging on those chairs and the Egyptians are servingthemfish, leeks and cucumbers.
Really? Is that what happened? Did you forget the slavery? The same trick the devil plays with us. Do you remember the
slavery of sin before you found Christ? Now, we start saying, “It was better when we were in the world.” We become very
nostalgic. That is why we need the Holy Spirit to bring us to the remembrance, to our remembrance. “Are you feeling very
nostalgictothe world? Let Me tell you; let Me bringto your remembrance what My Son, Jesus, said, ‘if you are in the world,
you are already underjudgment’. Let Me tell you the end of the world if you have remained whereyou have ended.”

Like | said, simpleillustration; abigship. Think of the world as a big shipinthe middle of the ocean, which has sprunga hole
and water isgettingin.To die, whatdo you have to do? Nothing. Just stay in the ship. You will die ultimately. Todie and go
to hell, whatdoyou need todo? Nothing. Stay inthe world. Nothing. You don’t have to do anything. One lifeline aloneislet
down from Heaven — what is that? “Believe in the Name of Jesus Christ and you will be saved.” Nothing else. You leave
yourself, sitthere inthe world, enjoy life in the world; ultimately, you will sink because the world has already beenjudge d.
Sentence willbe passed very soon. So, Christians don’t get fooled by slogans of governments because we already know what
is coming.So, don’ttry to be nostalgicand say, “No, betterdays are coming.” No, tougher days are coming but more power
ispromised. Tougherdays are comingin 2017. It is not goingto be easierforindividuals, families or Churches. Tougher days.
It will only gettougherand tougher because He said so. He said, “If He did not shorten the days forthe sake of the elect, even
the electthemselveswould not be saved.” He shortenedthe days but He said, “You don’t have to worry. | can give you power.
My Spirit without measure if you are willing toyield, submit to the truth and to My Spirit.” That’s what we forget. We act like
the children of Israel but we forget the New Covenant Apostolic Church was not like that. Listento the beloved Apostle years
and years later, hounded and persecuted. Look at what he actually says in Philippians 3:7-8,

Philippians 3:7-8
7 But what things were gain to me, these (inthe world,)  have counted loss for (who?) Christ.

You cannot count and rejoice in aloss in everything expect for Christ. That is why when people sacrificed something for a
family ora ministry orevenforaChurch, they do not have joy because itis notfor Christ. Because itis notfor Christ, t he Holy
Spirit is not able to give you the corresponding peace and joy because He only exalts Christ. He doesn’t exalt Churches; He
doesn’t exalt ministries; He does not families; He doesn’t exalt people. Only Christ. He didn’t say, “l counteditall loss f or this
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incredible ministry God has givento me. | am travellingall over Asia Minor and Europe.” No. He is not saying that. He says,
“For Christ.”

8Yet indeed I also countall things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered
the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that | may gain Christ

This is that. Rubbish. While the Israelites are thinking about Egypt and talking about leeks and garlicand fish and meat, this
man is saying, “Everythingllossislike garbage for me in comparison to what | have received. Itisthe Person of Christ.” Why
is he able to say that? Because he has explained the actual work of the Holy Spirit in his letters to the Romans. In Romans
2:28-29, he said,

Romans 2:28-29
28 For he is nota Jew who is one outwardly...

Because he will say in the previous verse in Philippians — “Who am 1? Pharisee among Pharisees. Hebrew among Hebrew.
From the tribe of Benjamin” All that. But he says, “Then, | was not a true Jew; | was a false Jew.”

28 For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh; ?° but he is a Jew who is
one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, not in the letter; whose praise is not from men but from
God.

He says, “Do you know what the Holy Spiritdoes” What He doesis — He cuts away the fleshinyour heart, the worldinyour
heart. He circumcises your heart. Therefore, you don’t consider any loss in the world of any value because He has cut it away.
That’s what he is talking about. He says, “I’'m a true Jew now and every believer will be too, if they allow the Holy Spirit to
circumcise their hearts.” The false Jews had outward circumcision. True Jews have inward circumcision. Do you know that
famous passage in Philippians 3:3? How does it begin? He says,

Philippians 3:3

3 For we are the circumcision, who worship God in the Spirit, rejoice in ChristJesus, and have no confidencein the flesh,
All who is opposing him, the Pharisees, the Levites, the Jews are talking, “We are the circumcision!” He says, “No, we are
circumcisionin the Spirit because we worship God in the Spirit and rejoice in Jesus Christ. Hence, we have no confidence in the
flesh.” Because our entire dependence is on the Spirit of God.

That iswhatJesus had told —rememberthe Samaritan womanat the well? “A dayiscominganditis here. What willhappen?
True worshippers will come who will worship God in Spirit and in truth.” The Holy Spirit will come. He will lead you to the
truth and whenyouyieldtothe truth, you will be able to worship God in Spiritandin truth. And he says, “We are that.” Are
we?Intruth and in Spirit. Thatis what we don’t understand —that our entire lives should be defined by worship. By worship,
I’m not talking about the songs. Man was created to worship God and the devil isthe enemy of true worshippers; yet, that is
what God has been doing through the Holy Spirit for the pasttwo thousand years of Church history —creating a group of true
worshippers who count everything loss in this world as rubbish because they have gained Christ. The problem is — if you
sacrifice the world, like the Israelites did with the Egyptians, but you did not gain Christ, you will be miserable. The one who
actually lost everythingin Egyptis, who? Moses. He lostleeks. He could have said, “What are you guys talking about? | actually
used to sit in that chair and they used to bring me all of this. | was the prince of Egypt but | was willing to lose thisall for,
what? The reproach of Christ. | lost it for Christ and Christ was with me from the beginning till the end. Even at my death
point, itwas He who took me up the mountain, showed me the Promised Land and then, buried me and took me overtothe
otherside. | didit for Christ.So, | did not ever consider eventhe loss of the throne of Egypt as loss. It was rubbish.” That is
why, if we haven’t gained Christ, every sacrifice we make will make us miserable becausethisis amarriage. Every sacrifice a
woman makes in a marriage or a man makes in a marriage, if he or she doesn’t get the loyalty, love and preeminence in
his/her partner’slife, he will consideritburdensomebutifthere is love and preeminence of the otherpe rson, then they say,
“This sacrifice means nothing.” If we don’tlove Christ, if we haven’t gained Christ through thisyear, then everything becomes
burdensome and it cannot be burdensome as Jesus said, “My commandments are not burdensome.” He said, “They are not
burdensome.” Thisistrue. Me or He? He says, “My commandments are not burdensome,” then why is life so burdensome?
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Itis simply because the Spiritis missing. Thatis why worship. Jesus said, “True worshippers will arise.” Our life is defined by
worship. Ourrelationship withone another in the physical is our relationship withGod is defined as worship. Our relationship
with one anotheris called ‘fellowship’. Our relationship with God is called ‘worship’. Let me ask you this simple question: how
many of you really spend the amount of time you would like to spend with God or you spend with God if you didn’t have
problemsinyourlife? So, you are problematic Christians. Honestly, check. Itisonly problems thatis driving usto God; nota
relationship. It’s like children who write for pocket money, “Please, | have no money.” They also have a relationship. That's
why we needtounderstand —is our worship defining our life? Did worship definemy lifein 20167 If it was so, it didn’t matter
whatwe lost, if we gained Christ.

Remember the first time the word ‘worship’ is used in the Bible. An old man with his son of his old age, going up Mount
Moriah. He tells his servant, “Stay aside. | and my son will go up the mountain and worship God. What is he goingto do there?
He is going to sacrifice his son. He says, “For me, that is worship.” Why? “Because | love my God with all my heart, all my
might, all my strength and if He wants my son, I'm willing to give Him.” That’s worship. We haven’t worshiped. The Holy Spirit
israising true worshippers who have never counted the cost of worshiping God. “Nothingistooless, O Lord, for You because
You did not count the cost of redeeming me.” That is why the exhortation of the Holy Spirit through the Apostle Paul in
Romans 12:1,

Romans 12:1
11 beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable
to God, which is your reasonable service.

This isyour spiritual act of worship. Have we complained and offerit? Yet, we are still fighting overthe body — what to eat,
what to drink, whatto wear? Did Jesus say that in Matthew 6:32-33?

Matthew 6:32
32 For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.

What do the Gentiles seek?

Matthew 6:31
31 “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’

Now, whenthey soughtthese things, Jesus was speaking to poor people. They were worried about lack. “What will we eat?
We don’tknow where the next mealis going to come from. What will we drink? We don’t even know whether thereis enough
water. What will we wear? We have only thisdress.” Our problem is not that. “Erm, | don’t know what to eat today. There
are so many in the menu. | don’t know what to drink. | work in the supermarket. It’s in cans, cartons, bottles. | don’t know
what to wear. I’'mtotally confused. | open my wardrobe. Though it from one end to another, | feel | have nothing.” And we
are still fighting with the first principle of worship. Whatis that? “Offeryourbodies.” 'mtellingyou —every giftl getis white
because the news has gone that | wear white. That’s why I’m wearing to break that news. Now, I’ve got so many whites, |
also get confused. “Which shade of white suits me? This or the other shade?” When there were only three or four whites,
that confusion wasn’tthere. Now, there are many shades of white. “What to wear? What to eat? What to drink?” Instead of
true worshippers, the Church, because it leads the truth behind, it churns out Gentile worshippers. The Church is chuming
out, who? Gentile worshippers because now, the pulpit hasto be turned around and the message has to be, “What will you
eat? What will you drink? What can youdressin?” Itis notabout the freedom that consecration and sacrifice brings through
the Holy Spirit; it is about the liberty you have to do anything. We have confused itcompletely. Because the world calls it —
‘thereisno absolute truth’. Therefore, the liberty wherethere is no absolute truth is what they bringand they will glorif yall
these people who, intheiragendasintheirlives, deny the absolute through of God. Like yesterday, what was there in every
news channel? Who died? See, everybody knows.Fox, CNN,BBC, NBC, CNBC —everybody knows. Who died? George Michael
died. But did you know that he was gay and he was living with his third gay partnerwho said, “l will miss him forever”? But
we put it upon all the frames saying, “He is the idol. Wow!” A man who walked in denial of God’s truth and never showed
repentance. Those are the idolsand the Church is also saying, “Oh! George Michael is dead. | enjoyed his music! Christmas
time, isn’the the one who sang ‘last Christmas, | gave you my heart’?” Wasn’t he the one? We were goinginthe car. We had
a Christmas CDin and towards the end, this song came and | asked, “Where did this song come in the Christmas carols?” And
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| didn’tknow he had died. Thatis what happens —when absolutes are lost, when truth is lost, thenwe start generating pagan
worshippers in the house of the living God who worship things which they think brings liberty. Remember this is what
happened with Israel in the desert. When Moses was out of sight, true worshiper —in the presence of God for forty days,
truth was suddenly replacedin the camp with, what? A golden calf. They were also worshipers. Do you know what they said
in Exodus 32:6-7?

Exodus 32:6-7

¢ Then they rose early on the next day, offered burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the people sat down to
eat and drink, and rose up to play. ” And the Lord said to Moses, “Go, get down! For your people whom you brought out of
the land of Egypt have corrupted themselves.

He didn’t say, “They didn’t corrupt Me. Your worship doesn’t change who | am. Your worship will change who you are.” It
doesn’t change God. Our worship doesn’t change God. He is forever the same —holy, righteous, pure. But our worship will
change who we are. We, ultimately, become like what we worship. Remember —that’s why worship has to define who we
are.

The apostolicChurchrealized they could do nothing without the Holy Spirit. Even forthe waiting at the table for taking care
of widows and orphansinthe early Church; they also had the ministry of taking care of widows and the early Church and we
will say, “How will all these widows come from?” Do you know how the widows came from and the orphans came from?
Because | believe, because of the menwho left. They left them because of theirfaith. Listen to what they said tothe Church,
whatthe Apostles are sayingto the Church.

Acts 6:3-4
3 Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit...

For what? To serve the orphans and the widows. If thisis the condition set today for ministry, how many canjoin? Honestly,
...full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom...
Sothat they can waiton the tables. Did we even seethe necessity of the Spiritof God even to do these things? Why? He says,

...whom we may appoint over this business; * but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the
word.”

Can you even get pastors to separate themselvesjustforthe Word and prayer and nothingelse? You can’t. To geta pastor
to sit down for thirty hours and work on the Word is very difficult. You can’t. The Apostles said, “The Holy Spirit which has
filled usistelling us — ‘be separated unto the Word and the prayer; because thatis the best you can give to My people’.” But
they are tellingthem, “Butthere isanother need in the Church. For that, pick up people who are full of the Holy Spirit. Do we
eversee the Kingdom of God like that? That’s what it brings us to.

If you study the work of the Holy Spirit, first — He tells us to turn back; second — He started teaching us all things, leading us
to the truth. Then, He gives us the power to bear or He gives us the power to simultaneously or before to bear all things.
Then, He brings to our remembrance all that Christ has taught. And then, He gives us a supernatural prayer life. In 1John
5:14-15,

1John5:14-15
14 Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. *° And if we
know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.

Why is that we do not have this confidence? Everybody prays. There is no Church that doesn’t pray. There is no individual

Christian, atleast, semi-believingwho doesn’t pray? But do we have this confidence? Because this confidence can come only
whenthe Holy Spiritisinvolvedin ourprayers. Paul tellsvery clearly inthe letterto Romansin Romans 8:26-27,
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Romans 8:26-27

26 |ikewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit
Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 2 Now He who searches the hearts knows what
the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God.

That’s our problem. You know those who have been baptized in the Holy Spirit have other tongues. What they do is that —
with their minds, they ask God for one thing; with tongues, the Spirit cancels it out. So, you say, “I asked for this but | got
this.” God says, “l gave itbecause My Spirit prayed for you accordingto My will foryou and youwere neverintune with the
Spirit.” He canceled it out. The Holy Spirit will never pray outside the will of God. Never. Itis good to allow the Holy Spiritto
pray through us. Therefore, Paul will sayin 1 Corinthians 14:14,

1 Corinthians 14:14
14 For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my understanding is unfruitful.

Why had God made our understanding unfruitful? Because He knowsthat if we understood it, we wouldn’t pray that. Imagine
Tabitha praying, “Lord, please, Lord, in Calcutta, there is Amarthiya. Give him tome.” Then, she starts prayingin tongues and
God says, “Father, give her Roshan.” And finally, she says, “Roshan is coming to my life. How did this happen?” God said,
“According to My will, | prayed foryou.” Sowbhagyais smiling.I’m not using you, okay? Everybody gets. If you pray and allow
the Holy Spirit to pray, your understanding may be unfruitful but that doesn’t mean Your Spirit is not fruitful. In verse 15,
Scripture says,

1 Corinthians 14:15
15 What is the conclusion then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray with the understanding. | will sing with the
spirit, and | will also sing with the understanding.

Andthen, how does he conclude about himselfin verse 18?

1 Corinthians 14:18
18| thank my God | speak with tongues more than you all;

He says, “I pray in the Spirit all the time so that His willisdone in my life; not what | want to happenin my life. Eveninmy
ministry. No, Lord. It's Your will because itis YourKingdom.” If you want that confidence thatJohnis talking about, you have
this confidence; then, God says, “It only comes through the Holy Spirit.” Outside the Holy Spirit, you cannot have that
confidence. Because only the Holy Spirit can pray through us according to the will of God. So, you understand. We can have
the Word; we have exalted the Word overthe years butif you do notallow the Holy Spirit to reign and yield to the Spirit, God
says, “It still will not work.” God said, “You are the light of the world.” But for the light to shine, itneeds apowersource and
the power source is the Holy Spirit. He says, “When the Holy Spirit comes, you will receive, what? Power.” First, He said, “Go
and be the light of the world.” But He said, “Wait. You have to receive the Holy Spirit. When He comes, what happens? You
will receive power.” Without the Holy Spirit, we will never be light. Thatis why Scripture tells very carefully to not grieve the
Holy Spirit. The devil knows this. He knows this. The devil understands the Holy Spirit better than all of us because he was
thereinthe beginning. He knows. Listen to what Scripture saysin James,

James 4:4-5

4 Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore
wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. (Why?) ® Ordo you think that the Scripture says in vain,
“The Spirit who dwells in us yearns jealously”?

He enviesintensely. Did you know God says to Israel, “l am a jealous God; | have saved you for Myself”? The Holy Spirit says
the same thing, “ have saved you for Myself. | have not saved you foranybody. | did not save you for the world.” So, the devil
uses the world to draw us and trap us. Honestly, look at all our minds —if you have the preachertelling you good thingsabout
the world, he will go very happy. “This is what God wants for you, brother. | see that you are gettinga betterjob nextyear.
More money. | think you can afford more things.” You would say, “Hallelujah! The Lord spoke to me! I’'m feelingso comforted
and encouraged.” What did God speak to you? Did He say that thisis what God speaks? What did He say through John? “Love
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notthe world or the things of the world.” One of the things | decided;itis afruitlessdecisionbecauseyou don’t getto go back
inyour mother’'swomb like Nicodemus said and come back again. It’s not possible but | said, “Lord, if | had a chance all over
again, | would have an empty house with hardly any things.” Because whenchildrenbreak things, we getupset. Why? Because
things were broken. | told you the story of that young smart spiritual man who bought a new car. What did he do the first
day? He took a hammer, went out and smashed the bonnet, sides and everything. Then, he drove peacefully. “Now, if
somebody touches, if somebody dents, if somebody scratches, I’'m not goingto lose my temperoverit; I've already destroyed
that thing. Now, | will drive peacefully.” These are people who understood what it means to love the world. It’s not justthe
love of things; you boughtanew dress and you loved it because you thought, “I will look good inthatthing!” Then, you wore
it and wentto office; nobody gave you a second look. Now, you are really upset. Why? Because nobody complimented you
on that thing. So many things. Martha could have beenjust happy, “Lord, | thank You. I’ve got this opportunity to cook and
serve Jesus. This should be the greatest and joyous cooking in my life and I’'m serving in joy.” Instead, she is upset. Why?
Because the othersisteris getting all the attention. “Whatis thatthing doing there?” “Who?” “That thing! Lord, You are also
appreciating her. Don’t you see my situation?” He said, “Martha, Martha, you are troubled over many things.” That’s why
God said, “Don’tlove thesethings.” “Mary has chosen somethingthatis wise. Whatisit? She understood. She is sittingat My
feet. She knows who | am. Martha, even if there is no food in the house, Mary knows that | can multiply bread and fish. |
don’tneedyouforthat.| needyoutositat My feetfirst. She knows. She understood.” Thatis ourissue. Powerless Christians
are powerless because they have been compromised by the world; yet, they try to serve the Living God. It’s a terrible thing.
We want to serve God because we have heard all this but how can you serve God without the power of God? We cannot.
That’s why God said, “Don’t grieve My Spirit. Don’t quench My Spirit.” There are so many examplesinthe Bible. From the Old
to the New, everywhere, if anything happened, the Spirit moved.

You wantto come to the truth about one physical symbolinthe world. Outwardlylooking, he seemsto be the most anointed
withthe power of the Holy Spirit. Who is that? Samson. Was Samson careful about the people he chose to be close to? No.
First, he looked for a wife among the Philistines. Then, he went to a Philistine prostitute in Gaza. Then, he fell in love with
Delilah, a Philistine. Was he careful? No. If you are calledto bring deliverance to Israel, why are you friends with Philistines?
That’s the same question God asks. “If | have anointed you to bring deliverancein this world, why are you so friendly with the
world andthe worldly?” Yet, you need to realize —his believing parents never knewthat 90% of the things this kosher-eating
Jew was doing. In the same way, when we start moving away, you will always see — our Christian fellowship people hardly
know what we are doing over there. What is happeningin their lives? And God says, “You grieve the Holy Spirit by the
company you keep.” Because He envies intensely. We grieve the Holy Spirit through compromise and as a Nazarite, Samson
was (these are examples on how you draw out the meat — the letterand the Spirit) notallowed to touch anything that was
dead. Yet, he killed thirty Philistines one time and then, stripped the clothes of the dead bodies fora Philistine girl. He used
the jawbone of a dead donkey tokill hisenemies. And one day, he killed alion and later, when he came back, he found that
there was honey in the dead lion and he took that lion and he ate it. Did he compromise? We too compromise. When we
compromise, we grieve this Spirit who envies intensely. And we are miserable. We are miserable unlike the world because
we have the knowledge of the truth. It’s like they say, “If you have tasted honey, nothing is that sweet. You will always
compare it with honey.” You have experienced salvation. You know God is good but when you compromise and you go back
to the world, nothingtastes the same again. You are miserable because the Spiritinside makes you miserable. The problem
is— once we have chosen wrong company with the world and compromise withthe world, we lose the most dangerous thing
which the Holy Spirit gives — we lose the discernment which only the Holy Spirit can give. Samson lost his spiritual
discernment; notonce, not twice, not thrice; fourtimes Delilah told him very clearly, “Tell me the secret of your strength,”
tied him up and told him, “The Philistines are here.” All the time, he agreed. What happened? She was very clear. “l want
you. | want to know the secret of your strength and hand you over to the Philistines,” but he had no discernment. Why?
Because the Spirit has left him. He is left with the gift but the Person has gone. Don’t be satisfied with the gift. See that you
don’tgrieve the Person. When the Personis gone, we lose discernment. Learn from Samson whatitis not to grieve the Holy
Spirit because we lose it. The presence of the Holy Spiritis lost when we forget that God alone is the source of ourstrength.
So, stay close to God in Word and in prayer. That’s what the Apostles are saying. Anybody could have said, “Yes, we can wait
on the table. Afterall, we know the Word. We can go and preach tomorrow. No big deal.” But they said, “No way. We need
to stay close to God in Word and in prayer.” Spiritual power or presence is lost when we have worldly relationships. So, stay
close to godly relationships. Spiritual power s lost or His presence is lost by disobedience to the Word of God. That alone can
sanctify us. So, stay close and obey the Word and allow the Word and the Spirit to sanctify us this coming year. And the
greatestdanger, spiritual presenceislost whenwe lose ourdiscernment. Thatis the greatest dangeras the Day approaches.
Jesussaidin Matthew 24:36; He says, “l will come.”
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Matthew 24:36
36 “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only.

He says, “Nobody knows. And a Day is coming.” InActs 1:7, He says,

Acts 1:7
7 And He said to them, “Itis not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority.

Yet, see what Paul says in 1 Thessalonians 5:1-2,
1 Thessalonians 5:1-2

1 But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need that I should write to you (about seasons and times.
Why?). 2 For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night.

What does he say subsequently inthe same chapter?

1 Thessalonians 5:4-5
4 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a thief. ° You are all sons of light and sons
of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness.

You should have absolutelyno worry about the Day of the Lord or His Cominglike the thief in the night because you are sons
of light. If you lose your discernment, you will have fear. You will have no clue when He is coming. You will have no clue. The
Holy Spirit always shows His children when the end is coming, if you are walking in the light and you haven’t grieved Him.
Listento Paulin 2 Timothy 4:6,

2 Timothy 4:6
¢ For | am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure is at hand.

How did he know? How many times was he arrested? How many times was he taken for trial but how did he know that that
was the last trial? “Afterthis, I’'m going to be executed?” How did he know? Because he isthe son of the light and the Lord is
telling him, “Yourdayisclose. It’s here. Paul, it’s here. Yourdayis close.” You will know.

2 Peter 1:13-14
13Yes, I think it is right, as long as | am in this tent, to stir you up by reminding you, ** knowing that shortly | must put off
my tent, just as our Lord Jesus Christ showed me.

He says, “Very shortly.” One says, “Departure; arrival and departure.” Another one says, “I’'m putting away this tent.” How
much we worry about our tent! Remember, these people are not even bothered. He says, “I’m putting away this tent. My
time hascome.”

...justas our Lord Jesus Christ showed me.

He says, “That Day should not approach us.” Why? When does it scare us? When do we get unprepared? We get caught
unprepared because we lose discernment. We lose our discernment because we have lost our consecration. In whosever
consecration? He had worldly relationships, worldly choices and then, he makes terrible. He loses his discernment completely
and what was the devil after? The devil was after him to make himtell the source of his strength. What is the source of our
strength? The Holy Spirit. But how does the Holy Spirit say? He stays with consecrated people who are set apart for Him.
What did he finally tell Delilah? “The source of my strength is my hair. From the day | was born, a razor has nottouched my
hair.” Andshe got it. She put him to sleep on herlap, called them, whatdid she do? Get them to shave, what? Seven braids
of his hair. His whole hairwas braided into how many locks? Seven. Perfect consecration outwardly. Once the consecration
isgone, Spiritis gone; nextthing, yousee—heisblind, in chains, grinding at the Philistine’s mill. Why? Because the Holy Spirit
is gone. God says, “If you lose consecration and if you lose the presence of My Holy Spirit, you will end up grinding the mill,
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working for this world.” He says, “That is not your call.” That is not what we are meant to be. 2017, in the next three days,
setthingsright before God and say, “Lord, | need You. Without You, | cannot do anything. Yet, with You, | can do all things.”
Even death doesn’t scare me. Nothing scares us. That’s why the Holy Spirit is not theology; He is a Person. That’s why God
says, “Don’t grieve Him. Don’t quench Him. Listen to Him. Yield to Him. Let Him lead you. Walk in the Spirit. Be led by the
Spirit. Be continuously be filled with the Spirit. Ultimately, live in the Spirit.” Each day, let it grow. So, let 2017 be a year of
the Spiritin our livesand take it seriously. Like D. L. Moody made his consecration, when a simple semi -literate young man
was preachingin the publicsquare, whatdid he say? “When the worldhas not yet seen what can God with a manwhois fully
surrendered to God.” That’s what the preachersaid and that night, he said, “Lord, with Your grace, O God, | will be that man.”
That’s what God did through him in the US. He shook the whole land up because he said, “l will be that man who will be
absolutely yielded to Your Spirit.” That’s why | tell young people and we don’t change the Gospel even for the young ones.
From the beginning of history, God has only used individuals; not crowds. One individual here; one individual there —they
were absolutely consecrated and said, “Lord, use my body as a vessel for Your Spirit. Let it flow.” Whether it was a Joseph,
whetheritwas aDavid, whetheritwas a Daniel, whetherit was the Apostles.Ourenemy, notourfriend, is the world and the
things of the world. If we continue loving the world, we become enemies of God. It’s not neutral. In the spiritualrealm, there
is no neutral territory. It’s either friend of God or enemy of God. There is no neutral territory. God doesn’t play dice; He
doesn’t play games. It’sa war up there inthe spiritual realm. So, take it seriously and say, “Lord, this year, for the remaining
three days, | want to really empty myself, consecrate. Spirit of God, show me what | need to put right in my life. What more
is holding me back from consecration? What is that | love that You hate? What is that | love and am holdingonto that You
hate?” That’s what God is talking about.

Remember, as | close, Paul will talk aboutin Ephesians 5 all about marriage. He says,

Ephesians 5:22
22 Wives, submitto your own husbands, as to the Lord.

Ephesians 5:25-27

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, ?° that He might sanctify and
cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, ?’ that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish.

He suddenly ends up the whole letter by saying, “By the way | was not talking about the marriage, | was talking about Christ
andthe Church. It’s amystery. The Church that submits to her husband, ChristJesus, in allthings, will be automatically washed
and made blameless, spotless for the Day of His appearance.” That’s what he is saying. He says, “I’'m not talking about
marriage. I'mtalking about the Church and Christ.” But the first thing he askedthe Churchis, “Submit to your Husband, Christ
Jesus, inall things. Don’t hold anything back.” That's why the Epistles are written by one man more than all the others. Who
was that man? Paul. Why? What was his first question once he knew, “Who are You?” “Jesus of Nazareth.” What was his
response? “What will You have me do?” He never looked back from that day. Never looked back. “What will You have me
do?” God said, “It will be told to you. Now, one instruction —go to the city and wait there.” Three days later, he receives the
Holy Spirit and Scripture says, “He wentin and started straight away preaching Christ.” He is still looking for men and women
who will bend theirknee and say, “Lord, here | am! Take me.” And I’'m telling you —this country can be turned upside down.
We don’t need too many. As Jonathan had said on that day, “God can save witha few or many.” He said, “I see everybody.
My fathersittingunderthe tree. Six hundred mensittingunderthe tree. | cannotsit underthe tree when the Philistinesare
takingthe land. God can save with few or with many.” And he asks hisarmor bearer, “Will you come with me?” And he says,
“Yes, lord, | will come with you.” And he went up the cliff, with the sword in his mouth climbing and Scripture says, “God
shookthe whole place.” Because one mansaid, “I cannot sitlike this whenthe landis beingtaken overby the enemy.” And
we needto rise and say, “Lord, | can’t do this. | have thishunger. | have thisthirst butl cannot do this. | need YourSpirit for
that, Lord. but I’'m here. Fillme and use me.” Amen? Shall we pray?

Closing Prayer:
Father, this evening, this last time we are gathering in this place, we just thank You; we just praise You,; we just worship You

for Your faithfulness. Awesome God. Wonderful God. Thank You for bringing us. How You brought us from the beginning of
the year till today. You brought us, Lord. Many were the plans of the wicked one to destroy us but You brought us through it
all and You kept us through it all. It was Your doing, Lord, and it is marvelous in our eyes. Thank You, Lord. We just want to
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glorify You today, Father. We just want to glorify You, Lord Jesus. We just want to glorify You, Spirit of God. We neglected You
somuch in ourlives buttoday, Lord, Spirit of God, we wantto give You Your rightful place in our lives. Come and be enthro ned,
Spirit of God. Move in us and move among us. Turn us upside down. Take us away fromour comfort zones. Move us into places
where You require men and women to stand. In our offices, in ourschools, in our colleges — everywhere — let young men and
old men; young women and old women—let everyone stand up filled with the Holy Spirit. Simple people. Not those who came
from Bible college. Simple people like Peter. “Men of Judea, onlookers, listen to me!” Under the anointing of the Holy Spiri.
Asthe onewho waited on the tables, Stephen stoodbefore the Sanhedrin andsaid, “Fathers, listen to me.” Simple people who
will be able to stand before crowds and tell them, “Listen! This is the God of Israel, the One and only Living One.” Anoint us.
Fill us. Let it overflow. Touch everyone today. Meet them at their point of need. People run helter-skelter for help without
knowing the Helper has already been sent two thousand years ago. He said, “When the Helper comes, He will teach you all
things. He will lead you to the truth,” and the truth will set us free. Help us to yield to the Spirit of God and to the Word of God
and set free to serve the Living God. Thank You, Father. You brought us safely into Your house; reach us back home safely,
Lord. Thank You, Father. For in Jesus’ Name we pray, Amen.
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