June 2021

Faith-Building as a Family of God

POWERSOURCE
ASK JESUS:

1. To help your family make Jesus
its top priority.

2. To remind your family members
to demonstrate Jesus’ love to
one another.

3. To continually grow the faith of
each of your family members.

Throughout Scripture, Jesus uses
family terminology to describe our
relationship with him and with other
Christians. He calls his followers
children of God and his beloved
brothers and sisters.

Because families are so important
to Jesus, he offers instructions for
how loved ones should live:
“Forgive your brothers and sisters
from your heart” (Matthew 18:35)
and “Love each other with genuine
affection, and take delight in
honoring each other” (Romans
12:10).

Family is one of our most special
blessings from God, yet maintaining
God-honoring relationships with
family members can be challenging
at times. Squabbles may turn into

blowups, often involving unkind words
and leading to hurt feelings. Jesus’
earthly life and ministry provide great
examples of how we are to treat family
members. Jesus showed us the
importance of humility, servanthood,
honesty, kindness, and peacemaking.
He also emphasized that no one—not
even our family members—should be
more important to us than God is.

Jesus nurtured others through
compassion and invested deeply in
people who later changed the world.
Our homes can be places where
children are turned on to faith through
the power of loving relationships with
family members of all ages.

The next page is filled with fun,
meaningful activities you can try with
your own family.



Positivity Posters

You'll need poster board, sticky notes,
and markers. Have family members
each write their name atop a sheet of
poster board. Hand out sticky notes,
and have people write on each note
two things they like about themselves.
Have them stick those to their poster.

Say: Identifying good things about
ourselves is pretty easy. Now take a
sticky note for each family member,
write at least one positive thing
about each person, and place the
note on their poster. It might be a
talent, a personality trait, or even
someone’s smile. Allow time for
writing notes and reading posters.

Read aloud 1 Thessalonians 5:11. Ask:
What’s different about what you
wrote about yourself and what
others wrote about you? How does it
feel to know what family members
think of you? What does the
combination of all these positive
things say about our family? about
our family’s potential to make a
difference in this world for Jesus?
Close in prayer.

God calls parents to the role of primary faith influencer for their children, so
the Christian home is the epicenter for spiritual growth. Ephesians 6:4 says,
“Bring [your children] up with the discipline and instruction that comes from
the Lord.” Yet the final goal isn’'t a generation of well-trained children; if your
kids stand beside you in heaven, they won’t do so as your children but as
your sisters and brothers in God’s family. That's why sharing and living out
the gospel at home is just the beginning. The goal is for God’s love and
truth to be revealed to all people so they, too, can join God’s family.

Some More Kindness Make
s’mores (outside, if possible). While
enjoying the snack, share times
you’ve done “some more”—a kind
act—for someone, or how a person
reached out to do “some more” for
you. Read aloud Galatians 5:13-14.
Ask: “Why does God want us to do
some more for others? What might
that look like in our home?”

A Winning Attitude Play Tug-of-
War or arm wrestle. Ask: “What are
some ways we compete with family
members?” Read aloud Genesis
4:1-12. Ask: “What feelings did
Cain and Abel have toward God?
toward each other? How could
Cain have handled his anger
better? How can we handle anger
toward family members?”

A-Mazing Focus On the back of
eight paper plates, lightly write
“no.” On the back of eight more,
write “yes.” Mix up plates and place
them writing-side down in a 4X4
grid on the floor. Take turns trying
to go through the maze by flipping
over a plate. If it's a yes, step on it
and try to find another yes. If it's a
no, go back to the end of the line
and turn all the plates back over.
You can give each other non-
verbal clues to achieve the goal.
Find all eight yes plates so others
can step on them in the same
pattern to finally get through the

maze. Read Philippians 3:17. Ask:
“Why was teamwork so important
for this task? What are ways we
can help each other find—and stay
on—the right path to follow God?”

Ultra Strong For each person,
you'll need a six-foot strip of toilet
paper. Sit in a circle and quickly
weave the strips over and under
each other to form a rug. Make
sure it’s sturdy by gently waving it
in the air. Time the task and then
try again, even faster. Afterward,
ask: “How was working on this rug
like being part of a family? What
can tear a family apart? What
makes a family strong?” Read
aloud Ephesians 3:14-16. Pray,
asking God to give strength to
individual family members and to
your family as a unit.

Super & Soaked Outside, make a
shaving cream “hat” on someone
(or on an inflated balloon). Take
turns using a water-filled spray
bottle to squirt away the foam.
Before each turn, the sprayer must
say one instruction or advice
they’ve heard from a parent.
Afterward, read aloud Proverbs
1:8. Ask: “Why does God want us
to listen to our parents? What can
make that easy or hard to do?
What instructions does God give
us? Why is it important to obey
those?”

We know what real love is because Jesus gave up
his life for us. So, we also ought to give up our lives
for our brothers and sisters.

—1 John 3:16



Sunday School Teaching Teams:

9m-K in DaBEACH
Monica, llana, Ally, Sandy, Wyatt,
Ellen, Imani, Yvonne, Kyli
Basic Truth:
| can trust God

1%t -5 Grade at the Oasis
Claire, Valerie, Lacie,
Teresa and Lynn
Life App:

Confidence
Is learning to see yourself the way
God sees you.

Parent Cue discussion starter
pages are to assist parents in helping
their children apply what we are
learning in Sunday School to their
daily lives!

Go to kumulanichapel.org,
children/parents resources.




