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An Introduction to Romans 
 
Welcome, brothers, to the 2007-08 Men’s Bible Fellowship. We hope that all of you have had a 
Christ-centered, Spirit-filled summer. We also pray that God has caused a yearning in your heart 
for a faith-building, thought-provoking, and life-changing study in the book of Romans. 
 
As we begin this study, it is a good idea to look at the man who wrote Romans—the apostle 
Paul. Arguably the greatest human evangelist who ever lived, Paul’s impact is undeniable to 
anyone who looks at the Bible. The sheer number of churches he planted, along with the many 
letters he wrote to encourage, admonish, and remind them, are testament to what God did 
through him. As notable as his achievements and writings are, it’s remarkable that up until his 
conversion, Paul was just as virulent in his opposition to the early church. 
 
Paul—who was known by his Hebrew name Saul before his conversion—knew who Jesus of 
Nazareth was and the claim He had made to be the Messiah, but viewed it from a different 
perspective than Jesus’ disciples. From Saul’s vantage point, Jesus’ followers were spreading 
heresy that the Messiah had come, and the Jewish leadership had to do something about these 
people who threatened to infect the purity of their faith and, more importantly, diminish the 
power of the Jewish leadership.  
 
Saul had every reason to believe he knew what was right. He was a member of the tribe of 
Benjamin and a well-educated scholar of Scripture, having been taught by Gamaliel—one of 
the leading Jewish teachers of the day. Not only that, but he had prominence as a Roman 
citizen. 
 
But just as his fellow Pharisees did not recognize Jesus as the Son of God, the Messiah 
predicted throughout the Old Testament, Saul could not see how Jesus had fulfilled all of 
Scripture’s prophecies regarding the Messiah. He could not see how a bunch of fishermen, tax 
collectors, and non-educated people could know the Truth, rather than the religious elite of 
Israel. 
 
Rather than study the followers of “The Way,” as these early Christians were called, Saul went 
after them. The book of Acts tells us that he was present when Stephen became the first martyr 
of the new faith, giving his approval. Furthermore, “breathing threats and murder” (Acts 9:1) 
against Christians, he obtained permission from the high priest to pursue any Christians and 
essentially “arrest” them for heresy.  
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Saul continued this cleansing of the Jewish faith until a life-changing day on the way to 
Damascus. Before he knew what was happening, Saul was having a one-on-one encounter with 
Jesus. Recorded by Luke in the book of Acts, God had a completely different outcome planned 
for this so-called master of Scripture and lawyer of the law.  
 
“Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” Once Saul understood that it was in fact Jesus, he fell 
down and asked, “Lord, what do you want me to do?” That was the turning point, as Saul of 
Tarsus started to become the apostle Paul.  
 
The Lord spent three years with Paul, personally discipling him to become an apostle. He went 
on to an exciting life, as God directed and protected his way through many harrowing 
adventures spreading the gospel message to both Jew and Gentile alike.  
 
As he made his journeys, he wrote many letters to the churches he planted and other 
congregations. Among those churches was the one in Rome, which the book of Romans was 
originally directed toward.  
 
Paul wrote this letter from Corinth toward the end of his third missionary journey, sometime 
around A.D. 57. 
 
Rome was a huge city for its day, with a population of more than one million people—many of 
them slaves. Founded around 750 B.C., this city was magnificent unlike anything the world had 
seen before, in terms of infrastructure, building, and political structure. 
 
The Roman Empire began as a republic with much the same political structure as the United 
States today with various branches of government, such as our legislative, judicial, and 
executive branches. Our founding fathers copied many of these same principles as they formed 
our own government. 
 
As time went on, the republic slowly turned to an empire ruled at times by one leader or as 
many as three leaders, due to territorial conditions and the soldiers’ allegiance to one or two 
military commanders. The various government branches remained, but they were ineffective 
against strong dictators and their powerful armies. In light of this, Christians were hated as they 
came against the government-sponsored pagan religion of Jupiter (the Roman equivalent of 
the Greek god Zeus) and the many other popular gods of the day.   
 
Paul’s letter to the Roman church is a bit of a departure in that it is not a letter of correction, as 
many of his other letters to churches around the Middle East were. This epistle was not meant 
to correct the Roman church of any wrong teaching or behavior, but to bolster its faith, praising 
the church’s members for their faithfulness. Paul was no doubt excited over what God was 
doing in Rome and wanted to be a part of what God was accomplishing with these Roman 
Christians. 
 
This letter to the Romans is more a doctrinal letter.  It is perhaps the premier doctrinal letter to 
the Christian church. Doctrinal letters are used to instruct us directly on how to present 
ourselves individually and corporately as a church. 
 
The epistle’s main theme through the first 11 chapters is the righteousness of God that He 
alone can accomplish through His Son Jesus Christ—that by faith God’s grace will save the 
sinner. Chapters 12-16 deal with the outworking of God’s saving grace through faith through 
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the church, both corporately and personally. Sub-themes within this letter to the Romans are 
sin, salvation, growth, sovereignty, and service. 
 
The leadership of MBF hopes and prays that this letter to the Romans will not only instruct and 
edify, but challenge you to know Christ through His written Word and to be inspired to do 
what you have learned and take it into your world as Paul so faithfully did. 
 
Does God’s Word inspire you as it inspired the apostle Paul to do great things? Can your wife, 
children, friends, employers, clients, teachers, and friends see God doing great things in your 
life as you do your part in living out His Word? In order for Him to do great things in our lives, 
we all must love His Word and let God have His way with us, enabling change through our 
faith and His sanctifying power. This is what a doctrinal letter such as Romans is all about, 
changing our old ways for His ways, burying the old man and taking on the new man for His 
glory.  
 
Our pastoral and senior leadership has prayed over this study and the fellowship for months 
and has been working diligently in the preparation of the necessary study material and 
leadership required. This ministry is all about teaching God’s Word, changing lives, and loving 
our brothers—all for His glory. We are anticipating a tremendous work of God in all our lives 
this coming year. 
 
Romans 1:17 is this season’s key verse for our study in the book of Romans: “This Good News 
tells us how God makes us right in His sight. This is accomplished from start to finish by faith. 
As the Scriptures say, “It is through faith that a righteous person has life.”   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

© 2007 Craig L. Thomas. All rights reserved. 
Express permission granted for use and reproduction by Harvest Christian Fellowship, Riverside, CA. 

www.harvest.org 


