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Harvest Happenings
Join  us  th is  Chr istmas for  many wonderfu l  events  happening r ight  on our 
campuses!  V is i t  h a r v e s t . c h u r c h  for  the latest  events  and informat ion .

H A R V E S T  G R O U P S
As much as we love gather ing as a whole  for  corporate worship ,  there 
is  something unique about  an int imate gather ing around a l iv ing room, 
a  smal l  c lassroom,  or  a  d in ing room table .  We are better  when we are 
connected re lat ional ly . 

F ind your  group today by going to  h a r v e s t . c h u r c h / g r o u p s .

R E S O U R C E S  A N D  P O D C A S T S
For  more resources ,  inc luding Pastor  Greg’s  sermons and devot ions ,  v is i t 
our  websi te  at  h a r v e s t . o r g .

Our  men’s  and women’s  minist ry  weekly  podcasts  share thoughts  to 
re inforce our  B ib le  study as we col laborate wi th  Pastor  Greg’s  weekly 
teaching through the B ib le .

M e n :  H a r v e s t  M e n  P o d c a s t 
( h a r v e s t . c h u r c h / m e n ) 

W o m e n :  T h e  V i r t u e  P o d c a s t 
( h a r v e s t . c h u r c h / w o m e n )
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Jesus’ “To-Do” List for You!
F R O M  C O L O S S I A N S  3

With a l l  the rushing around we do dur ing the Chr istmas season,  i t  i s 
important  to  cont inue to  share the love of  Chr ist  wi th  others .

As  you set  out  in  your  day ,  take these e ight  reminders  f rom Coloss ians 3 
wi th  you.  You wi l l  be g lad you did!

J E S U S ’  “ T O - D O ”  L I S T  F O R  Y O U !  F R O M  C O L O S S I A N S  3

1 .  Set  your  mind on the th ings above (verse 2) .

2 .  C lothe yoursel f  wi th  compassion ,  k indness ,  humi l i ty ,  gent leness , 
and pat ience (verse 12) .

3 .  Make a l lowances for  one another ’s  faul ts  (verse 13) .

4 .  Put  on love (verse 14) .

5 .  Let  the peace of  Chr ist  ru le  your  heart  (verse 15) .

6 .  Be  thankfu l  (verse 15) .

7.  Let  the Word of  Chr ist  r ich ly  dwel l  wi th in  you (verse 16) .

8.  Whatever you do in word or deed, do al l  in the name of Jesus (verse 17) .
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Practical Strategies for
a Simpler Christmas
“You are worr ied and troubled about  many things.  But  one thing 
is  needed…”
—Luke 10 :41–42 NKJV

•  R e m e m b e r  t h a t  t i m e  s p e n t  w i t h  l o v e d  o n e s  i s  m o r e  v a l u a b l e  t h a n  t h e 

n e e d  f o r  t h e  “ p e r f e c t ”  s e t t i n g . 

(Jesus ’  b i r th d id not  depend on fancy decorat ions ,  c leanl iness of  the 
house ,  or  gourmet goodies) .

•  D o n ’ t  c r a m  i n  t o o  m a n y  o r g a n i z e d  a c t i v i t i e s . 

(Sett ing as ide t ime to re lax and unwind wi l l  he lp you cope with those
 busy t imes) .

•  D o n ’ t  o v e r d o  i t  o n  c r a f t s  a n d  b a k i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  s e a s o n . 

( I t ’s  okay to be creat ive and to use your  sk i l l s ,  but  too much wi l l  put 
you in  a st ressfu l  pos i t ion and keeps you f rom enjoy ing the season.)

•  L e a v e  t h e  h o m e  r e m o d e l i n g  o r  r e f u r b i s h i n g  p r o j e c t s  f o r  n e x t  y e a r . 

(The potent ia l  rewards of  a new look aren’ t  worth the t ime crunch, 
decis ion-making,  expenses ,  or  st ress at  an al ready busy t ime of  the year .)



8

•  F o c u s  o n  m a k i n g  s i m p l e r  m e a l s  a n d  p r e p a r e  e n o u g h  f o r  l e f t o v e r s . 

(When t ime is  at  a premium,  having lef tovers  on hand makes meal 
preparat ion easier . )

•  T r y  s h o r t e n i n g  y o u r  C h r i s t m a s  c a r d  l i s t  b y  o n l y  s e n d i n g  c a r d s  t o  t h e 

p e o p l e  y o u  d o  n o t  s e e  r e g u l a r l y .

(Another  idea would be to send cards to hal f  your  l is t  th is  year  and to the 
other  hal f  next  year) .

A n d  L a s t  b u t  N o t  L e a s t …
•  B e g i n  e a c h  d a y  i n  p r a y e r ,  o f f e r i n g  t h e  d a y  b a c k  t o  t h e  O n e  w h o  g a v e  u s 
t h e  g r e a t e s t  g i f t . 

(Having and keeping the r ight  perspect ive of  whose day i t  is  can al ter  our 
att i tudes and conduct) .

We don’ t  have to  let  the busyness of  the season ru le  our  hearts .  We can 
be less  l i ke  Martha and more l ike  Mary ,  who re laxed in  the Lord ’s  presence. 
U l t imately ,  only  one th ing is  essent ia l  to  our  Chr istmas celebrat ion :  Jesus!
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Christmas Prayer Guide
Imagine th is .  You’ re  sett l ing down to  Chr istmas dinner  wi th  your  extended 
fami ly  or  f r iends .  Suddenly ,  everyone is  look ing at  you.  They want  you to 
pray for  the meal .

Leading a group in  prayer  before Chr istmas or  any formal  d inner  can be 
int imidat ing.  Maybe you’ re  the only  bel iever  in  the group and the others 
want  the “ re l ig ious one”  to  pray .  Or  perhaps no one wants  to  pray ,  and you 
feel  l i ke  someone should .  Even praying in  f ront  of  a  group of  Chr ist ians can
be daunt ing.

I t  doesn’t  have to be a burden.  You have been given an opportunity to bless 
people ,  whether  they ’ re  fe l low Chr ist ians or  nonbel ievers .  Here are some 
th ings to  keep in  mind as you prepare to  pray :
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D O N ’ T  T R Y  T O  D O  T O O  M U C H .
Everyone at  the table  might  be l is tening to  you ,  but  th is  is  not  the t ime to 
launch into a mini-sermon with  an a l tar  cal l .  You a lso don’ t  want  to  make 
i t  any longer  than necessary ,  or  e lse  your  guests  wi l l  get  upset  that  you’ re 
keeping them from eat ing.

K E E P  I T  S I M P L E  A N D  G E N U I N E .
Be heart fe l t  in  your  words and don’ t  use 50-cent  words or  re l ig ious jargon. 
Just  l i ke  when you pray every  day ,  you’ re  having a conversat ion wi th  God. 
Talk  to  H im the same way you would among your  f r iends .

M A K E  H I M  K N O W N .
Don’t  be afra id to  speak the name of  Jesus Chr ist .  You’ re  not  preaching to 
your  guests ,  but  you don’ t  want  to  h ide Jesus e i thers .

D O N ’ T  U N D O  Y O U R  P R A Y E R .
Even i f  you’ve g iven the best  prayer  you’ve ever  prayed,  you can 
unravel  i t  wi th  an act ion or  a  misspoken word.  Remember that  you 
are an ambassador  of  Chr ist  at  that  table  and act  accordingly .

D o n ’ t  f o r g e t  t o  u s e  t h e  m o d e l  J e s u s  g a v e  u s  f o r  h o w  w e  s h o u l d  p r a y 
i n  M a t t h e w  6 : 9 - 1 3 .
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Introduction



S o  t h e  W o r d  b e c a m e  h u m a n  a n d  m a d e  h i s 

h o m e  a m o n g  u s .  H e  w a s  f u l l  o f  u n f a i l i n g  l o v e 

a n d  f a i t h f u l n e s s .  A n d  w e  h a v e  s e e n  h i s  g l o r y , 

t h e  g l o r y  o f  t h e  F a t h e r ’ s  o n e  a n d  o n l y  S o n .  . 

.  .  F r o m  h i s  a b u n d a n c e  w e  h a v e  a l l  r e c e i v e d 

o n e  g r a c i o u s  b l e s s i n g  a f t e r  a n o t h e r .

–  J o h n  1 : 1 4 ,  1 6  N L T
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The p icture of  Chr istmas for  many of  us  today is  th is :  We st r ing our  l ights , 
we decorate our  t ree ,  and we run around buying gi f ts  for  those we love (and 
more g i f ts  for  those we don’ t  love)  because we feel  pressured to  do so .  We 
go to countless events and run around l ike crazy people.  But  then we have to 
ask  ourselves the quest ion :  Has God’s  only  begotten Son become God’s  only 
forgotten  Son? Have we lost  God at  Chr istmas? Is  that  poss ib le?

Yes ,  i t  certa in ly  is ,  and many of  us  have exper ienced such a loss .

We can lose God in  the hol iday season.  But  here is  something to  consider . 
I f  you feel far from God, guess who moved? God hasn’t  gone anywhere .  .  .  but 
maybe you have .  And in  the  busyness  o f  the  season and in  the  so-cal led 
celebrat ion of  the b i r th  of  Chr ist ,  we can forget  a l l  about  H im.

You know how i t  is .  .  .on Wednesday there ’s  a  “whi te  e lephant”  party  at  the 
of f ice .  Then on Thursday ,  there ’s  that  specia l  Chr istmas movie  you wanted 
to  see wi th  the fami ly .  And the weekend? Y ikes!  You haven’ t  sent  Chr istmas 
cards yet.  .  .and there’s so much shopping. .  .how wil l  you ever get it  al l  done?

And somewhere in  i t  a l l ,  we lose t rack of  our  Lord .

I ’m reminded of  the words of  Jesus to the church of  Ephesus in Revelat ion 2 
when He says ,

“ I  know your  works,  your  labor ,  your  pat ience,  and that  you cannot  bear 

those who are evi l .  And you have tested those who say they are apost les 

and are not ,  and have found them l iars;  and you have persevered and 

have pat ience,  and have labored for  My name’s  sake and have not 

become weary.

Nevertheless I  have this  against  you,  that  you have left  your  f i rst  love. 

Remember therefore f rom where you have fal len;  repent  and do the f i rst 

works,  or  e lse I  wi l l  come to you quickly  and remove your  lampstand 

from i ts  place—unless you repent .”  (Rev.  2 :2-5 NKJV)
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To read th is  account ,  i t  sounds as though the F i rst  Church of  Ephesus was a 
busy ,  act ive ,  product ive church.  They wouldn’ t  to lerate fa lse teaching,  and 
they seemed to  have al l  the i r  doctr inal  ducks in  a  row.  But  somehow,  in  a l l 
that  act iv i ty ,  work ,  and study ,  they had lost  s ight  of  Jesus .
And the Lord H imsel f  has to  say to  them,  “You have lef t  your  f i rs t  love . ”

Work  had taken the p lace of  worship .  Perspi rat ion had taken the p lace 
of  inspi rat ion .  So the Great  Phys ic ian ,  our  Lord H imsel f ,  wr i tes  them a 
prescr ipt ion for  renewal  or  rev ival .  The f i rs t  s tep is  to  remember . 

Remember H im.  Remember f rom where you have fa l len .

Have you lost  s ight  of  Jesus?

Let ’s  make a real  ef fort  to  remember H im by tak ing t ime for  the Word of  God. 
And by that ,  I  mean to  carve out  t ime for  B ib le  study .  Don’ t  just  t ry  to  work 
i t  into  your  busy schedule .  Change your  busy schedule  and make t ime for 
God’s  Word.

Let ’s  remember H im by tak ing t ime each and every  day for  prayer—a t ime to 
spend in  the  presence of  God ,  l i s ten ing to  H is  vo ice  as  we l l  as  bar ing  your 
heart  to  H im and br inging your  pet i t ions to  H im.

Let ’s  remember H im by our  involvement  in  church wi th  H is  people .  Not  just 
work ing i t  in  when you can f ind t ime,  but  understanding that  there is  a 
pr ior i ty  in  gather ing  wi th  God ’s  people  for  worsh ip  and prayer .  Church  i s 
not  jus t  a  p lace  where  we take  in .  I t  i s  a lso  a  p lace  where  we g ive  out .  I t  i s  a 
p lace  to  use the g i f ts  that  God has g iven to  us ,  seek spi r i tual  accountabi l i ty , 
and l is ten to  the advice that  others  can give to  us .  I t  i s  a  p lace to  invest  our 
f inances and share in  what  God is  doing.

Remember H im also as  you look for  opportuni t ies  to  share your  fa i th  wi th 
others .  The Chr istmas season is  such a natural  t ime to  speak about  Jesus 
and to  te l l  others  about  the One who has been born and cruci f ied and has 
r isen again f rom the dead.  Share the g i f t  He has g iven you.

The real  g i f t  of  Chr istmas isn ’ t  something we put  on a wish l ist  or  under  the 
t ree .  I ’m not  ta lk ing about  Chr istmas presents  here ,  but  rather  Chr istmas 
presence.  H is  presence.  The presence of  God in  our  l ives .  Immanuel ,  God 
with  us .



15

I t  boggles  the mind to  th ink  how God could have been a baby.  I ’m reminded 
of  my sons and grandchi ldren when they were newborns .  They needed 
constant  care .  They needed to  be nursed,  changed,  and cared for .  And when 
I  th ink  of  A lmighty  God,  the Creator  of  the universe ,  as  a  t iny ,  he lp less  l i t t le 
baby ,  i t  f i l l s  me with  wonder .

C .H .  Spurgeon,  the great  Br i t ish  preacher ,  put  i t  th is  way:  “ Inf in i te  yet  an 
infant ,  eternal  yet  born of  a woman,  support ing a universe yet  needing to be 
carr ied in  a  mother ’s  arms.  Hei r  of  a l l  th ings and yet  the carpenter ’s  son . ”

I t  can al l  be summed up beaut i fu l ly  in  2  Cor inth ians 8 :9 ,  where Paul  wr i tes , 
“For  you know the grace of  our  Lord Jesus Chr ist ,  that  though He was r ich , 
yet  for  your  sakes He became poor ,  that  you through His  poverty  might 
become r ich . ”

The promise of  Chr istmas is  so tantal i z ing ,  so  appeal ing .  I t  promises 
fu l f i l lment  and cheer and brotherly love.  And sometimes it  del ivers.  We hear 
those famil iar songs that  we remember f rom our  chi ldhood,  and i t  g ives 
us  a good feel ing .  But  then there is  the real i ty  when you go to  the mal l , 
and people  are l i tera l ly  f ight ing over  that  one empty park ing space.  Then 
you get  those g i f ts  under  the t ree ,  and maybe you didn’ t  receive what  you 
were hoping for .  You lef t  h ints  for  your  parents .  You lef t  detai led maps to 
the store .  But  somehow,  they missed i t ,  got  you something e lse ,  and you’ re 
d isappointed.

Chr istmas promises so much,  but  i t  just  can’ t  del iver .  I t  just  can’ t  be what 
you hope i t  wi l l  be ,  because at  best ,  i t  i s  a  promise of  something e lse—a 
promise nothing on th is  earth  can fu l f i l l  or  sat is fy .

C .S .  Lewis  put  i t  th is  way ,  “A l l  the  th ings  that  ever  deeply  possessed your 
sou l  have  been but  h ints  o f  Heaven .  Tanta l i z ing  g l impses .  P romises  never 
qui te  fu l f i l led .  Echoes that  d ied away just  as  they caught  your  ear .  .  . i f  I  f ind 
in  mysel f  the des i re ,  which no explanat ion is  that  I  was made for  another 
wor ld .  Earth ly  p leasures were never  meant  to  sat is fy .  But  to  arouse ,  to 
suggest  the real  th ing. ”

The ” real  th ing”  Lewis  was speaking of  is  Heaven.  When i t ’s  a l l  sa id and done 
when the food has been consumed,  the part ies  are over ,  and the t ree goes 
out  on the curb for  the garbage t ruck ,  i t ’ s  not  about  the Chr istmas presents . 
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I t  i s  about  H is  Chr istmas presence in  our  l i fe .  Chr istmas is  not  about  g iv ing a 
g i f t  as  much as i t  i s  about  receiv ing a g i f t .  The B ib le  says ,  “For  the wages of 
s in  is  death ,  but  the f ree g i f t  of  God is  eternal  l i fe  through Chr ist  Jesus our 
Lord” (Rom. 6:23 NLT).  I t  goes on to say,  “Thanks be to God for His indescribable 
g i f t ! ”  (2  Cor .  9 : 15) .

When someone of fers  you a g i f t ,  a l l  you need to  do is  take i t ,  open i t ,  and 
appreciate i t .  H is  wonderfu l  presence can be yours  r ight  now and forever .

So let ’s  not  lose Jesus th is  Chr istmas.  Don’ t  forget  about  H im in  a l l  the part ies 
and celebrat ions—and even church serv ices .  F ind those quiet  moments  in 
quiet places where you can draw near to Him, speak to Him, and hear His voice.

I t  i s  my prayer  for  you that  th is  resource wi l l  he lp you and your  fami ly  keep 
your  focus on Jesus throughout  the busyness of  the season.

In  H im,
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Before Bethlehem 
W E E K  1

J e s u s  a n s w e r e d ,  “ I  t e l l  y o u  t h e  t r u t h ,  

b e f o r e  A b r a h a m  w a s  e v e n  b o r n ,  I  A M ! ”

– J o h n  8 : 5 8  ( N L T )  
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I t ’s  a l l  so  beaut i fu l—the s ights ,  sounds ,  fest iv i t ies ,  and t radi t ions of 
Chr istmas. 

And in  many ways ,  the f i rs t  Chr istmas was beaut i fu l . 

But  we might  forget  that  the beaut i fu l  Baby born in  the manger  at  Beth lehem 
came with  a d ist inct  purpose.  That  miss ion was p lanned before the wor ld 
was made—before Adam and Eve ,  or  a  garden cal led Eden.  There never  was 
a t ime when Chr ist  d id  not  ex ist . 

Jesus—co-equal ,  co-eternal ,  one in  essence and purpose wi th  the Father—
is  wi thout  beginning or  end. 

Yes ,  there is  wonder  and beauty  in  what  God accompl ished on that  f i rs t 
Chr istmas two thousand-plus  years  ago,  and we’ re  r ight  to  be in  awe of  i t . 
But  Heaven al ready knew the p lan ,  the reason why Jesus came to earth  and 
was born as a human baby.  I t  wasn’ t  just  to  teach everyone to  be good and 
love h is  or  her  neighbor ;  He came to suf fer  an agoniz ing death to  ransom us 
f rom an eternal  death sentence. 

He came as a Redeemer to  rescue us  f rom s in  and make us  a l l  H is  sons 
and daughters .  The shadow of  the cross  lay  over  the beauty  of  that  f i rs t 
Chr istmas n ight .  

Jesus lef t  the safety  of  Heaven and stepped into t ime and space as a human 
being.  He breathed our  a i r ,  shared our  pain ,  walked in  our  shoes ,  l ived our 
l i fe ,  and died our  death .  That  is  what  we celebrate at  Chr istmas.  

Th is  is  the message we see f rom Genesis  to  Revelat ion .  Jesus Chr ist  has 
a lways been there .  Theologians have a word for  th is .  I t  i s  a  theophany,  which 
means an appearance of  God.  We might  a lso use the word Chr istophany, 
which means an appearance of  Chr ist  before Beth lehem.  When God makes 
an appearance in  the Old Testament ,  we can assume that  i t  was Jesus ,  the 
Son of  God.  How do we know He did th is?  Consider  th is  exchange between 
Jesus and the Jewish leaders ,  who were a l l  for  hold ing onto Abraham but 
re ject ing Jesus .  The Lord speaks f i rs t  here :
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Our  father  Abraham re jo iced as he looked forward to  my coming.  He saw 
i t  and was g lad. ”  The people  said ,  “You aren’ t  even f i f ty  years  o ld .  How can 
you say you have seen Abraham?”  Jesus answered,  “ I  te l l  you the t ruth , 
before Abraham was even born ,  I  AM!”  (John 8 :56–58 NLT) 

We know He came to Abraham at  the moment of  supreme cr is is 
(Genesis  22 : 1–14) . 

He came to Jacob when the weight  of  the wor ld was on his 
shoulders  (Genesis  32 :7–12) . 

He came to Samson’s  parents ,  who had imagined their  s i tuat ion 
to  be hopeless (Judges 13 :2–8). 

He came to the three young Hebrew men in  the midst  of  the f lames,
and they walked through that  f i re  without  even gett ing their 
robes s inged (Daniel  3 :8–28). 

Jesus is  the great  I  AM!  And we can be conf ident  He is  wi th  us  too—r ight 
here ,  act ive ,  and work ing in  the l ives  of  H is  chi ldren .

In  the fu l lness  of  t ime,  according to  the eternal  p lan of  God,  Jesus came to 
earth  as  a human being;  a  l i t t le  Baby ,  p laced in  a  manger  of  hay .  He grew 
up,  c lear-eyed and st rong,  knowing al l  a long that  there was a cross  in  H is 
future and He would lay  down His  l i fe  for  our  s ins . 

R is ing f rom the dead,  He is  now with  us  a lways .  He says ,  “ I  w i l l  never  leave 
you nor  forsake you”  in  Hebrews 13 :5  (ESV) .   And in  Matthew 28 :20 ,  He says , 
“Sure ly  I  am with  you always ,  to  the very  end of  the age”  (NIV) . 
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Reading Plan
R E A D  O N E  P A S S A G E  E A C H  D A Y  T H I S  W E E K

D A Y  1 :  John 1 : 1–5

D A Y  2 :  Luke 24 :23–27

D A Y  3 :  John 17 :5

D A Y  4 :  I sa iah 43 :2–3

D A Y  5 :  Revelat ion 4 : 1–8

D o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w i t h  e a c h  p a s s a g e :

•  A S K  God to  connect  wi th  you here .  In  prayer ,  inv i te  God to  be present 
and show you what  He has for  you today.

•  R E A D  the se lected sect ion of  Scr ipture s lowly .  Take note of  the words and 

phrases that  stand out  to  you.

•  R E F L E C T  on what  grabs you.  How does th is  passage personal ly  re late  to 

your  own l i fe  and exper iences?

•  R E S P O N D  to  the Scr ipture .  Speak d i rect ly  to  God about  what ’s  on your 

mind and heart .  Look for  ways to  l ive  out  what  you’ve uncovered.
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Reflection Questions
1. How would you descr ibe your  exper iences of  Chr istmas growing up?

2. I f someone asked you who Jesus is, what essential characteristics would 
you include in your answer?

3. How might  your  l i fe  be d i f ferent  th is  week i f  you t ru ly  l ive  as  though 
Jesus is  wi th  you in  every  moment?  What  are some ways you can seek to 
exper ience His  presence in  your  l i fe?

4. What  promises do you need to  be reminded of  th is  Chr istmas?

5. How does knowing God’s  rescue was a lways the p lan f rom etern i ty  past 
g ive you perspect ive on what  is  happening in  your  l i fe  today? How does 
th is  g ive you conf ident  hope for  the future?
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A Twisted Family Tree
W E E K  2

H e  c a m e  t o  h i s  o w n  p e o p l e ,  a n d  e v e n  t h e y  

r e j e c t e d  h i m .  B u t  t o  a l l  w h o  b e l i e v e d

h i m  a n d  a c c e p t e d  h i m ,  h e  g a v e  

t h e  r i g h t  t o  b e c o m e  c h i l d r e n  o f  G o d .

— J o h n  1 : 1 1 – 1 2  N L T
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The song says ,  “Oh,  there ’s  no p lace l ike  home for  the hol idays . ”

Many of  us  would rather  be home with  our  fami l ies  at  Chr istmas than 
anywhere e lse in  the wor ld .  But  “home for  Chr istmas”  a lso can mean gett ing 
together  wi th  extended fami ly—relat ives  you don’ t  see (or  have to  deal  wi th) 
very  of ten .  And that  can be just  a  l i t t le  b i t  s t ressfu l .

Let ’s  face i t ,  we a l l  have weird fami l ies .  I t  may be that  obnox ious uncle ,  a 
st range aunt ,  those twisted cousins .  And Grandpa? Wel l ,  let ’s  admit  i t .  He ’s 
gett ing just  a  l i t t le  b i t  craz ier  every  year .

At  Chr istmas,  we are presented with  ideal  p ictures  of  per fect  fami l ies  s i t t ing 
together  in  cozy l iv ing rooms,  watching the snow fa l l  outs ide whi le  they s ing 
carols  together .  And we feel  l i ke  we have fa l len short  because our  fami ly 
just  doesn’ t  look l i ke  that .  Wel l ,  guess what?  No one’s  does .  Few fami l ies 
today even s l ight ly  resemble the o ld  movies .  But  that  doesn’ t  mean we can’ t 
bui ld  some good memories .

The fact  is ,  no one has the perfect  fami ly .  Every  fami ly  has i ts  share of 
problems,  ske letons ,  dysfunct ions ,  wei rd dynamics ,  and eccentr ic  re lat ives .

As  we begin to  delve into  the most  famous fami ly  t ree in  human history—
the fami ly  t ree of  Jesus Chr ist  H imsel f—we f ind l iars  (Abraham),  cheats 
(Jacob) ,  adul terers  (David) ,  and prost i tutes  (Rahab) .  The Lord ’s  fami ly  t ree 
has some of  the most  notable  s inners  ever ,  so  He knows al l  about  having 
re lat ives  that  might  embarrass  you.  Jesus knows al l  about  dysfunct ional 
fami ly  s i tuat ions ,  and how even those are e l ig ib le  for  redemption .  I t ’ s  not 
about  perfect  parents  or  per fect  parent ing .  I t ’ s  about  a  perfect  Savior .

We wi l l  a lso see something e lse at  work  in  the fami ly  t ree of  our  Lord .  Grace—
incredib le ,  restor ing ,  wonderfu l  grace—the unmer i ted favor  of  God.

Why br ing th is  up? Because we might  look at  our  l ives ,  s igh deeply ,  shake 
our  heads ,  and say ,  “ I  don’ t  th ink  God could ever  use me.  I ’ve  made too 
many mistakes ,  and I  don’ t  see how anything good could come out  of  the 
mess I ’ve  made of  my l i fe . ”

Th is  story  shows,  among other  th ings ,  that  th is  is  s imply  not  the case .  The 
grace of  God is  c lear ly  on d isplay here .
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When we te l l  the Chr istmas story ,  we usual ly  cut  to  the chase.  We go 
st ra ight  to  the beaut i fu l  narrat ives  found in  Matthew and Luke ,  and we revel 
at  the story  of  the b i r th  of  Jesus .  We often sk ip  over  the detai ls  that  precede 
the story .  The gospel  of  Matthew begins  wi th  a lengthy l is t  of  names—a 
genealogy .

When you take the t ime to  look into  i t ,  you d iscover  there are some pretty 
amazing names in  th is  l ineup.  Normal ly ,  Jewish genealogies  d idn’ t  inc lude 
women.  But  in  th is  genealogy ,  there are f ive .  When you f ind out  who some 
of  these people  were and what  they d id ,  i t  begins  to  read l ike  a b ib l ical 
soap opera .  I t  certa in ly  g ives hope to  those of  us  who have exper ienced 
disappoint ing fa i lures  in  l i fe .

In  th is  genealogy ,  the pre lude to  the Chr istmas story ,  we see God in  H is 
mercy doing for  s inners  what  they never  could do for  themselves .  We see 
the love and grace of  God mending broken l ives  and gent ly  p iecing together 
shattered hopes .

Th is  is  why Jesus came.

We are chi ldren of  God today because of  God’s  grace.  Per iod .  The B ib le  says ,

“For  by grace you have been saved through fa i th .  And th is  is  not  your  own 
doing;  i t  i s  the g i f t  of  God,  not  a  resul t  of  works ,  so  that  no one may boast . 
For  we are h is  workmanship ,  created in  Chr ist  Jesus for  good works ,  which 
God prepared beforehand,  that  we should walk  in  them” (Ephesians 2 :8–10 
ESV) .
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Reading Plan 
R E A D  O N E  P A S S A G E  E A C H  D A Y  T H I S  W E E K

D A Y  1 :  Matthew 1 : 1–17

D A Y  2 :  Luke 1 :49–55

D A Y  3 :  Luke 1 :67–79

D A Y  4 :  John 1 : 1 1–14

D A Y  5 :  1  Cor inth ians 6 :9–1 1

D o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w i t h  e a c h  p a s s a g e :

•  A S K  God to  connect  wi th  you here .  In  prayer ,  inv i te  God to  be present 

and show you what  He has for  you today.

•  R E A D  the se lected sect ion of  Scr ipture s lowly .  Take note of  the words and 

phrases that  stand out  to  you.

•  R E F L E C T  on what  grabs you.  How does th is  passage personal ly  re late  to 

your  own l i fe  and exper iences?

•  R E S P O N D  to  the Scr ipture .  Speak d i rect ly  to  God about  what ’s  on your 

mind and heart .  Look for  ways to  l ive  out  what  you’ve uncovered.
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Reflection Questions
1. What  do you know about  your  parents ,  grandparents ,  or  great-
grandparents  that  surpr ises  or  d isappoints  you?

2. How has God’s kindness and grace been extended to you and your family?

3. Out  of  a l l  the people  l is ted in  Jesus ’  genealogy (Matthew 1 : 1–17) ,  which 
one(s)  do you f ind more surpr is ing to  inc lude? Why? Can you c lear ly  point 
to  how God redeemed thei r  background and story  of  brokenness? 

4. I f  you have fami ly  members  who don’ t  know Jesus as  Savior ,  how might 
God use your  story  of  redemption to  te l l  the b igger  story  of  the gospel 
(Jesus ’  l i fe ,  death ,  resurrect ion ,  and plan for  anyone who wi l l  receive H im 
as Savior)?

5. What are some smal l  steps you can take today that could strengthen 
and set  a  better  pattern of  l i fe  for  your  fami ly?



28

N O T E S



29

What The Wise 
Men Knew

W E E K  3

A n d  g o i n g  i n t o  t h e  h o u s e ,  t h e y  s a w  t h e  

c h i l d  w i t h  M a r y  h i s  m o t h e r ,  a n d  t h e y  f e l l  

d o w n  a n d  w o r s h i p e d  h i m .  T h e n ,  o p e n i n g  

t h e i r  t r e a s u r e s ,  t h e y  o f f e r e d  h i m  g i f t s ,  

g o l d  a n d  f r a n k i n c e n s e  a n d  m y r r h .

- M a t t h e w  2 : 1 1  E S V



30

We know the Christmas card image so wel l .

Three men wearing turbans,  r iding on camels ,  s i lhouetted against a night 
sky.  A huge,  magnif icent star blazes on the horizon.  Tradit ion has given them 
names:  Gaspar,  Melchior ,  and Balthasar.  They even have their  own song to 
sing ( in three-part harmony) as they plod along through the sandy wastes, 
seeking a newborn king:

We three k ings of  Or ient  are
Bearing gi f ts  we traverse afar
F ie ld and fountain,  moor  and mountain fo l lowing yonder  star .

The Bible,  however ,  never says there were only three.  There is  no mention of 
camels or names.

Let ’s  peel  this tradit ion back and f ind out who these mysterious men from the 
East real ly were—and what they have to teach us about worship.

The Bible cal ls  them Magi .  Our Engl ish words magic and magician come from 
this same term. These were men who consulted the stars and were experts in 
astronomy and astrology.  Rulers ,  k ings,  and pharaohs sought out their  counsel 
and guidance.  In contrast to the seers ,  prophets,  and priests of  Scripture,  the 
Magi used sorcery,  combining science and mathematics with delving into the 
occult .  Over the years,  their  rel igious and pol i t ical  inf luence grew unti l  they 
became the most prominent ,  powerful  group of advisors in the Medo-Persian 
and Babylonian empires.

Their  clothes would’ve been a sign of  status and high off ice—and they would 
not have r idden camels.  They probably entered Jerusalem astr ide magnif icent 
Arabian stal l ions,  fol lowed by a small  army for protection.  Imagine what a st ir 
this glor ious procession made as they rode through the gates of  Jerusalem!
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The question they asked immediately went viral .

“Where is  he who has been born k ing of  the Jews? For  we saw his  star 
when i t  rose and have come to worship him.”  When Herod the k ing heard 
this ,  he was troubled,  and al l  Jerusalem with him;  and assembl ing al l 
the chief  pr iests  and scr ibes of  the people ,  he inquired of  them where 
the Chr ist  was to  be born.  They told him,  “ In  Bethlehem of  Judea,  for  so 
i t  is  wr i t ten by the prophet .”  (Matthew 2 :2–5 ESV)

Although the chief  pr iests and scribes al l  knew where the Christ  was to be 
born,  they never took one step out of  their  way to go look for Him.

These wise men from the East bel ieved something that Herod and the rel igious 
leaders never took the t ime to discover .  This toddler they came to see,  born 
to common working-class parents ,  would someday rule the world.  So they 
brought gifts bef itt ing a king:  gold,  f rankincense,  and myrrh.

The Magi ,  though pagan,  understood what many people today don’t 
understand.  Christmas is  about worship.  When they f inal ly found the young 
chi ld,  Jesus,  they knelt  down in worship. 

One translat ion of  Matthew 2: 1 1  says,  “They entered the house and saw the 
chi ld in the arms of Mary,  His mother .  Overcome, they kneeled and worshiped 
Him” (The Message).

In other words,  they gave themselves completely to praising and adoring the 
young King.

This is  one activity that wi l l  never disappoint .  Wholehearted worship of  Jesus 
Christ—giving Him yourself  and your best wi l l  always f i l l  your soul  rather than 
deplete i t .
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Reading Plan
R E A D  O N E  P A S S A G E  E A C H  D A Y  T H I S  W E E K

D A Y  1 :  Revelat ion 5 : 1 1–14 

D A Y  2 :  Hebrews 13 : 15–16

D A Y  3 :  1  Chronic les  16 :23–31

D A Y  4 :  2 Samuel  24 : 18–25

D A Y  5 :  Luke 17 : 1 1–19

D o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w i t h  e a c h  p a s s a g e :

•  A S K  God to  connect  wi th  you here .  In  prayer ,  inv i te  God to  be present 

and show you what  He has for  you today.

•  R E A D  the se lected sect ion of  Scr ipture s lowly .  Take note of  the words and 

phrases that  stand out  to  you.

•  R E F L E C T  on what  grabs you.  How does th is  passage personal ly  re late  to 

your  own l i fe  and exper iences?

•  R E S P O N D  to  the Scr ipture .  Speak d i rect ly  to  God about  what ’s  on your 

mind and heart .  Look for  ways to  l ive  out  what  you’ve uncovered.
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Reflection Questions
1. What  presents  are you hoping to  get  th is  Chr istmas? What  g i f ts  do you 
plan to  g ive your  loved ones?

2. What  comes to  mind when you hear  the word worship?

3. Dur ing this  busy season,  what might divert  you from focusing on Jesus in 
worship?

4. Worship is  more than just  the songs you s ing in  church on Sunday.  In 
what  way—part icular ly  at  Chr istmas t ime—can you and your  fami ly  make 
worship ing God a pr ior i ty? 

5. Th is  week ,  consider  what  you have to  of fer  to  the Lord as an act  of 
worship .  What  can you do to  honor  H im in  your  heart  and home?
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Be Ready for His Coming 
W E E K  4

A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e r e  w a s  a  m a n  i n  J e r u s a l e m  

n a m e d  S i m e o n .  H e  w a s  r i g h t e o u s  a n d  

d e v o u t  a n d  w a s  e a g e r l y  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  

M e s s i a h  t o  c o m e  a n d  r e s c u e  I s r a e l .  T h e  

H o l y  S p i r i t  w a s  u p o n  h i m  a n d  h a d  

r e v e a l e d  t o  h i m  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  n o t  d i e  

u n t i l  h e  h a d  s e e n  t h e  L o r d ’ s  M e s s i a h .

— L u k e  2 : 2 5 – 2 6  N L T
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Christmas is  coming and the signs are al l  around us.  The pressure is  on to 
“deck the hal ls”  and empty our wal lets in order the celebrate the season!  

But when Jesus was born in Bethlehem, most people missed it .  No one was 
hanging brightly colored l ights or l istening to Christmas music on the radio. 
No one was circl ing the downtown market looking for a place to t ie their 
donkey whi le they shopped for presents.  Chi ldren didn’t  f ind i t  hard at al l  to 
s leep that night because it  was a night l ike any other .  Or so i t  seemed.   

But i t  is  not as though the people of  Israel  didn’t  have signs and signals that 
something special  was in the air .  Godly men and women must have sensed 
that the Messiah’s coming was near.  Even after 400 years of  s i lence,  there 
were some in Israel  st i l l  watching and wait ing for the appearance of the 
Messiah. 

L i fe was dif f icult  under Roman occupation,  and it  was a spir i tual ly dark t ime 
for Israel .  No one had seen an angel or heard from a prophet or witnessed a 
miracle in l iv ing memory.  But the t ime was r ipe for the arr ival  of  the Messiah—
and godly people in the land sensed it  and watched for i t .

Sadly ,  however ,  many in Israel  were spir i tual ly asleep when God vis ited them 
that f i rst  Christmas.  The same can be said about our culture today.  Yes,  we 
celebrate Christmas,  but i t  is  so easy to forget about Christ .    

But Jesus Christ ,  born in the manger in Bethlehem, crucif ied on the cross of 
Calvary,  r isen from the dead,  is  coming back again! 

Jesus was born in Bethlehem when the t ime was just r ight (see Galatians 4:4) . 
He wasn’t  early ,  and He wasn’t  late.  And when He comes back again,  i t  wi l l  be 
at just  the r ight t ime—the t ime set by the Father .

For those who are alert  and watching,  the signs of  His soon return are 
everywhere.  Christ ’s  return is  mentioned no less than 318 t imes in the New 
Testament.  I t  is  a recurr ing theme in the Bible.  Jesus Himself  said,  “And i f  I 
go and prepare a place for you,  I  wi l l  come again and wi l l  take you to myself , 
that where I  am you may be also” (John 14:3 ESV). 

As we watch things going from bad to worse in our cit ies ,  in our nation,  and 
in our world,  we may f ind ourselves wondering,  Lord,  are you real ly paying 
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attention to planet Earth? Do You real ize how bad it  has become? The answer 
is  yes,  He is  ful ly aware of  everything that is  happening (and an inf inite 
number of  things that we are not aware of) . 

So what are we to do in l ight of  the fact that Christ  is  coming again? 

1 .  W E  A R E  T O  B E  W A T C H I N G  F O R  H I M  ( L U K E  1 2 : 3 7 ) . 
This doesn’t  mean that we are to stand around,  staring into the sky.  To 
watch simply means to be alert  and aware.  Al l  that has happened these 
past few years is  enough to bring even the most inattentive to wonder, 
“what is  going on?”

2 .  W E  A R E  T O  B E  R E A D Y  T O  G O  ( 1  J O H N  3 : 2 ) . 
We need to ask ourselves:  Am I  ready? You don’t  want to be engaged in 
some activity that would make you ashamed i f  Jesus suddenly returned.

3 .  W E  S H O U L D  N O T  O N L Y  B E  R E A D Y  F O R  H I S  R E T U R N ,  B U T 
W E  S H O U L D  A N X I O U S L Y  A W A I T  I T  ( L U K E  1 2 : 3 6 ) . 
Have you ever looked forward to someone’s arr ival ,  and before they could 
even knock,  you opened the door? That is  how we should be when we think 
of  the return of  Jesus:  looking forward to that moment with anticipation 
and joy,  not dreading it  at  al l .

4 .  W E  A R E  N O T  O N L Y  T O  B E  W A I T I N G ,  B U T  W E  A R E  A L S O 
T O  B E  W O R K I N G  ( L U K E  1 2 : 4 3 ) . 
I f  watching is  the evidence of faith,  then working is  the evidence of faith in 
action.  We should be using the days and years of  our l ives to serve the Lord 
and to look for every opportunity to tel l  people about Jesus.

Yes,  Christmas is  coming,  and the signs are al l  around us.  But the fact is  that 
i t ’s  just  a hol iday.  Christmas wi l l  come and go,  whether we are ready for i t  or 
not .  But when it  comes to Jesus Christ  returning to earth,  being ready couldn’t 
be more important .  People may have missed the f i rst  Christmas,  but we don’t 
want to miss His return.  He is  coming for those who are watching and wait ing. 

Watching dai ly for  the Lord’s return isn’t  a miserable way to l ive;  i t  is  a happy, 
joyful ,  purposeful  way to l ive.  Don’t  just  be ready for Christmas this year—be 
ready for Christ  Himself .
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Reading Plan
R E A D  O N E  P A S S A G E  E A C H  D A Y  T H I S  W E E K

D A Y  1 :  2  Peter  3 : 1–9 

D A Y  2 :  Luke 12 :35–40 

D A Y  3 :  Habakkuk 2 : 1–4  

D A Y  4 :  1  John 3 :2–3  

D A Y  5 :  I sa iah 25 :8–9 

D o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w i t h  e a c h  p a s s a g e :

•  A S K  God to  connect  wi th  you here .  In  prayer ,  inv i te  God to  be present 
and show you what  He has for  you today.

•  R E A D  the se lected sect ion of  Scr ipture s lowly .  Take note of  the words and 
phrases that  stand out  to  you.

•  R E F L E C T  on what  grabs you.  How does th is  passage personal ly  re late  to 
your  own l i fe  and exper iences?

•  R E S P O N D  to  the Scr ipture .  Speak d i rect ly  to  God about  what ’s  on your 
mind and heart .  Look for  ways to  l ive  out  what  you’ve uncovered.
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Reflection Questions
1. What  tangible  s igns do you see that  remind you that  Chr istmas is 
a lmost  here?

2. What  do you see happening in  the wor ld  that  reminds you that  Jesus is 
coming soon?

3. Jesus promised,  “ I  w i l l  come again . ”  What  are you most  look ing forward 
to  about  the Second Coming of  Chr ist?  

4. What  changes might  you need to  make in  your  l i fe  to  ensure that  you 
are ready for  Chr ist ’s  second coming?

5. What  are some pract ical  ways we can encourage each other  to  l ive  for 
Chr ist  as  we await  H is  return?
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Christmas Crafts + Recipes

H o l l y  G i f t  T a g

This  charming l i t t le  tag is  the perfect  touch on homemade 
baked gi f ts  or  a  s imply  wrapped package.  They a lso make 
wonderfu l  p lace sett ing markers  at  your  hol iday feast !  Just  
t ie  around the napkins  or  utens i ls .  No tag wi l l  be exact ly  the 
same as you use your  own t r im pieces and wr i te  your  own 
Scr ipture or  greet ing .  Make i t  fun and let  your  l i t t les  help 
wi th  the des ign!

P a p e r  T r e e  T a b l e  C e n t e r p i e c e

In  a  p inch to  come up with  your  Chr istmas table  center-
piece? Chr istmas has complete ly  snuck up on me th is  year ,  
but  that ’s  not  going to  stop me f rom creat ing the perfect  
tablescape for  my guests  to  enjoy .  Th is  is  a  fun ,  easy and 
very  pract ical  centerpiece you can create at  home with  just  
a  few mater ia ls .  You might  a l ready have them in  your  home 
r ight  now!

P o m - P o m  G a r l a n d

Pom-pom gar lands are super  easy to  make for  hol iday 
décor ,  part ies ,  or  any event  you want  to  decorate wi th  a 
homespun touch.  You can buy a pom-pom maker  in  the 
store ,  but  your  good o ld-fashioned f ingers  and sc issors  is  
just  as  easy .
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Christmas Crafts + Recipes

M a p l e  G l a z e d  G l u t e n - F r e e  P u m p k i n  D o n u t s

What ’s  that  del ic ious aroma coming f rom your  k i tchen? 
These g luten-free pumpkin donuts  are moist ,  tender  and 
easy to  make.  As  a heal thy a l ternat ive to  f ry ing ,  th is  donut  
is  baked.   Swir l  i t  in  a  maple g laze to  add a subt le  sweet-
ness .  Per fect  for  a  cozy breakfast  or  af ter-school  snack!

M i n t y  S n o w  C a p  C o o k i e s

These cookies  are sweet  and crunchy on the outs ide ,  and 
soft  and chewy on the ins ide .  With  just  the r ight  amount  of  
mint  f lavor ,  these cookies  are the perfect  addit ion to  your  
hol iday cookie  p latter—a Chr istmas t radi t ion that  your  
fami ly  and f r iends wi l l  look  forward to  every  year !

S i m p l e  H o l i d a y  R e c i p e s

Spend less  t ime in  the k i tchen and more t ime enjoy ing the 
season with  these quick  and easy recipes .  Pumpkin spiced 
latte ’s ,  min i  apple  p ies ,  min i  pumpkin p ie  cro issants ,  sp iced 
c ider  f loat ,  and more!
.
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